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Syllabus 

El Camino College: Introduction to Philosophy  

(PHIL-101-2607, Fall, 2015, Tues & Thurs., 7:45-9:10 a.m., Room: Soc 211) 

Professor: Dr. Darla J. Fjeld 

(Office Hours: Right after class ends.) 

Telephone: 310-486-7752 

E-mail: Dr.Fjeld@gmail.com 
 

ADA Statement: El Camino is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would 

like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor 

and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 

Special Resources Center.  

 

 

Student Outcome Statement 
 

 In a written assignment or oral discussion, students will be able to demonstrate a knowledge of the 

major areas of philosophy and use that knowledge to analyze classic and/or contemporary issues in 

metaphysics, epistemology, axiology and/or political philosophy. 

 

Introduction to Philosophy Course Objectives 
 

1. Identify and explain the main areas of philosophical inquiry and criteria by which philosophy is 

distinguished from both science and theology. 

 

2. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability utilizing standard 

philosophical measures. 

 

3. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems such as the problem of freedom, the existence of God, the 

ultimate nature of reality and the nature and existence of consciousness. 

 

4. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and knowledge. 

 

5. Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and limits of knowledge. 

 

6. Distinguish between meta-ethics, normative ethics and descriptive ethics. 

 

7. Explain how a duty ethicist, a consequentialist and a virtue theorist would interpret the concept of 

justice. 

 

8. Analyze ethical problems from the perspective of different ethical theories. 

 

9. Analyze different systems of government focusing especially on their justifications and their 

assumptions about human nature. 

 

10. Compare the conflict between ideals of equality and security with individualism and liberty. 

 

11. Distinguish the goals and methods of aesthetics or the philosophy of art from those of art appreciation. 

 

12. Analyze the role that the objective and subjective distinction plays in the philosophy of art. 
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SLO#1 Epistemological Terminology- Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of 

the basic epistemological terminology and issues, such as the source and basis of our beliefs, 

empiricism vs. rationalism, and the problem of induction.  

SLO#2 Metaphysical Concepts and Arguments- Students will be able to demonstrate 

knowledge of the metaphysical concepts and arguments regarding such issues as free will v. 

determinism, the mind-body problem, and whether God exists.  

SLO#3 Morality- Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of some of the basic issues 

and topics related to morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, moral objectivism vs. 

moral relativism, various ethical theories, and/or a basic understanding of how those theories 

can be applied to contemporary moral issues.Course Requirements 
 

 

 Four papers (worth 50% of your grade) on assigned readings and lectures. All papers must 

be typed in a standard font type of 12, and be double-spaced with a 1 inch margin all around. 

Papers must be turned in on the date due! 2 points will be taken off of the paper’s grade 

points for every class period that the paper is late. If the paper is not in my hand by the 

time the next one is due, you will be dropped from the class. Written Assignments are due 

on the following days: 

Paper #1: due Thursday, September 3  

Paper #2: due Tuesday, October 6 

Paper #3: due Tuesday, October 27 

Paper #4: due Thursday, November 19 

Take-home Final Exam: Thursday, December 10 before 9 a.m. 

 Reading Assignments must be completed in time for you to contribute to class discussions on 

the topic assigned and to complete your papers. 

 Class attendance: You are allowed 2 absences.  Any absences beyond these 2 will count 

for 1 percentage point off of your final grade points. You do not have to tell me why you 

are absent – the rule is if you are absent 6 times for whatever reason you will be 

dropped from the course!  It is important to attend class, listen carefully, take notes, and 

participate in class discussions as there will be information and explanations provided that are 

not in the reading material. You will find that writing your papers and doing your reading 

assignments will be much easier if you have listened and participated in class discussions.  

 Final take-home exam, (worth 50 % of your grade). The exam will be handed out in class on 

Tuesday, November 10, 2015 to be turned back in to me on Final Exam Day, Thursday, 

December 10, 2015 before 9 a.m.  

 

 

Required text available at the bookstore:  Presbey, Struhl, and Olsen, The Philosophical 

Quest: A Cross-Cultural Reader (Second Edition)  

 

Reading Packet that I will hand out in class 

 

You should also make use of a philosophical dictionary on line, at the library or purchase 

one.  

 

Daily Assignments 
 

Tuesday, August 25, 2015: First Day of Class; Introduction to the Course 

Reading Assignment for next class: The Philosophical Quest (PQ) – Preface & 

Introduction, pp. ix-xvi 
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Writing Assignment #1 Due Thursday, September 5, 2013: Write 2 to 3 pages 

answering the question: What is your philosophy? What I mean by “What is your 

philosophy?” is tell me about the overarching view that guides your life. Why were you 

born? What is the point of you being present in this universe? 

 

Thursday, August 27: Introduction to the Study of Philosophy 

Reading Assignment for tomorrow's lecture:  PQ, pp. 3-17 

 

Tuesday, September 1: The World of Forms and the Formation of the Epistemological 

Gap 

 

Writing Assignment #2 due on Tuesday, October 6: Write 5 to 6 pages explaining the 

epistemological gap by referring to Plato, Berkeley, Kant, Hui Neng and Suzuki (about 2 

½ pages). Then let me know whether or not you think that this gap can be closed by 

discussing at least two of the following thinkers: Peirce, Harding, Collins and Mutahhari 

(about 2 ½ pages). Hint: The 2
nd

 portion of this paper deals with the question of whether 

or not we can achieve objective knowledge or objectivity – that is, Can we ever really 

know the thing-in-itself? Can we know the truth about anything? 

 

Thursday, September 3: The Relationship between Ontology and Epistemology  

Paper # 1 due! 

 

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: PQ pp. 26-41 

 

Tuesday, September 8: Berkeley and Idealism  

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: The Kant Portion of your Philosophy Packet, 

pp. 1 through the top of 4. 
 

Thursday, September 10: Kant and “The Thing-in-Itself”  

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: Hui Neng material, pp. 51-57 and Suzuki pp. 

119-123 ; (pp. 41-51 on the Upanishads and Shopenhauer's piece might also be helpful to 

you here.) 

 

Tuesday, September 15: Buddhist Philosophy and Epistemology  

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: PQ, pp. 71-77 Peirce, pp. 84-104 Harding & 

Collins, pp. 105-108 Mutahhari 

 

Thursday, September 17: The Reliability or Relativity of Knowledge 

 

Tuesday, September 22: Can we ever know anything for sure? 

 

Thursday, September 24: Review of the Problem of the Epistemological Gap in 

Preparation for Writing Paper #2 

 

Tuesday, September 29: Philosophy of Religion: Who or What is God? 

Reading Assignment for the next two lectures lecture: PQ, pp. 125-157 
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Writing Assignment: Paper # 3 Due Tuesday, October 27, 2015 – write 3-5 pages on 

one of the following topics: 

1. Either defend a position of theism or atheism by explaining and engaging with three or 

more of the following thinkers: Ewing, Radhakrishnan, Carol Christ, Flew, Freud, Hegel, 

Marx, or Feuerbach. 

OR 

2. Tell me how Marx’s view that religion is “the opiate of the people” is challenged by 

the Liberation Theology of Leonardo and Clodovis Boff and the Engaged Buddhism of 

Sulak Sivaraksa. You must describe each position in order to demonstrate how Marx's 

view is corrected or why you think Marx is right in spite of the challenges. 

 

Thursday, October 1: Philosophy of Religion: Theism vs. Atheism 

Reading Assignment for next class: The Hegel Portion of your Philosophy Packet, pp. 4-

9 

 

Tuesday, October 6: Hegel's Philosophical View  

Paper #2 Due! 

 

Thursday, October 8: More on Hegel's Philosophical View 

Reading Assignment for next class: Philosophy Packet, pp. 9 through the top of 13 

Feuerbach & Nietzsche; PQ, pp. 158-202. 

 

Tuesday, October 13: Religion, Society and Politics Part I  

 

Thursday, October 15: Religion, Society and Politics Part II 

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: PQ, pp. 205-249 

 

Tuesday, October 20:  Philosophical Perspectives on Human Nature  

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: PQ, pp. 250-289. 

 

Writing Assignment: Paper # 4 due on Thursday, November 19, 2015  – write 4-5 

pages on one of the following questions: 

1. Is human nature good, evil or neutral? Answer this question by examining at least 4 of 

the following thinkers: Mencius, Hsun Tsu, Hobbes, Kropotkin, Montagu, Sartre or 

Quesada. 

OR 

2. Do Gender and Sexuality challenge the idea of universal human nature? You must 

discuss at least 4 of the thinkers we covered from pp. 250-289 of our text book. 

OR 

3. Is there an underlying substance called a self or is what we call “a self” a “bundle” of 

thoughts and perceptions with no underlying foundation? Or, are we one big 

consciousness as some Eastern thinkers would have it? You must discuss at least 3 

writers from the following list: DesCartes, Hume, Murti, Izutsu, Parfit or Frondizi. 

 

Thursday, October 22: Human Nature: Issues of Gender and Sexuality  
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Reading Assignment for the next lecture: PQ, pp. 291-333 

 

Tuesday, October 27: The Self: DesCartes, Hume & Eastern Views 

Paper #3 Due! 

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: PQ, pp. 334-358 

 

Thursday, October 29: Does the Self Exist? Self and Afterlife -- What lives on?  

 

Tuesday, November 3: Review of Human Nature and the Self in Preparation for your 4th 

Paper. 

Reading Assignment for the next two lectures: PQ, pp. 361-413 

 

Thursday, November 5: Freedom and Determinsim  

 

Tuesday, November 10:  Are we Really Free?  

Reading Assignment for next lecture: PQ, pp. 415-419 & 427-442, the Ethics of Kant, 

Mill & Held 

 

Note: I will be handing out your take-home final exam today. It is important that 

you are in class to receive it and to hear me go over the instructions with you. The 

exam is due on Thursday December 10, 2015 before 9 a.m. and must be handed to 

me in person in our class room. 

 

Thursday, November 12: Ethics: Universals to live by 

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: PQ, pp. 443-444 & 448-483 

 

Tuesday, November 17: Why Should we care about Others?    

 

Thursday, November 19: Is Ethics Relative to Where We are Situated?   

Paper #4 Due! 

 

Reading Assignment for the next lecture: PQ, pp. 555-636.  

 

Tuesday, November 24:  Review Day  

 

Thursday, November 26: Thanksgiving Holiday – No class!  

 

Tuesday, December 1:  Justice Through Social Change   

Reading Assignment for next class: PQ, pp. 485-524 & Philosophical Packet on 

Postmodernism, pp. 13-16. 

 

Thursday, December 3: Is Happiness the Meaning of Life? Does Life have any Meaning 

at All?  Facing Death -- Does Your view of Death Affect the Way you Live? 

 

Tuesday, December 8: Review Class for the Final Exam. 
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Thursday, December 10, 2015: Final Exam Day. 

You must turn in your final exam before 9 a.m. in our class room where I will be 

waiting for you. No written work will be accepted by me after 9 a.m. on this day. 

You are not allowed to e-mail me any work or put it anywhere else but in my hand.  

 
Grades 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

60-69 D 

Anything below 60 F 

 

This is the grade scale that I use throughout the course on papers, final exam and the final grade. I achieve 

your papers’ grade by adding the points for your papers together and dividing by 4. This gives me an 

average for the work you did on your papers then I add that score to your Final Exam's score and divide by 

two to get your tentative course grade. I then subtract from that number any absences over 2 and add any 

points that you earned from your bonus question on the final exam. That gives me your final grade. 

 

 

How to Write a Philosophy Paper for my Introduction to Philosophy Course 
 
In the top left corner of the paper type the following information: 

 

Your name 

Paper #   

Intro to Philosophy, Phil-101-2607 

Dr. Fjeld 

September 3, 2015 

 

Then double-space and center and write your title. Double-space and start the body of your paper. Indent 

your paragraphs. Do not fool around with formatting to make your paper look longer than it is.  

 

The point of the papers in this course other than the first paper is for you to demonstrate that you 

understand what you have read and heard in class. 

A philosophy paper is not just a series of opinions spouted by its author, nor a straightforward reporting of 

events, nor a "book report" or capsule summary of some famous person's views. It involves giving, and 

weighing, arguments.  Once you have formulated your claim, try to think of arguments that support it, and 

also arguments that seem to undercut it. Use the arguments that we are reading about in this class. You 

must, however, show that you understand these arguments and are not just "parroting" someone, and you 

must acknowledge your source for the argument. In our class, if you use our text book as your source, 

which is encouraged, you can cite the source in the following way: after the appropriate sentence or quote 

for example you can put (Peirce in PQ, p. 231). This stands for the Peirce selection in our text book 

Philosphical Quest.  If you use other sources, you should cite them in a footnote. 

Do not leave things unclear or make sloppy statements and expect me to figure out what you are trying to 

say. I can't read your mind, and will assume from previous experience with other students that you yourself 

do not know what you mean. The best approach for you to take is for you to simply say what you mean.  

It is best to begin with an introductory paragraph in which you say what you take yourself to be doing in 

the paper; then, after you have presented your case, close with a conclusion which says what you have 

done. If you do not say up front, in the introduction, what you will be doing in the body of the paper, I will 

conclude that you do not know what you are up to in your paper.   

A final point about introductions and conclusions is that they should not include phrases like the following:  

"Throughout history, people have struggled with the question of what makes an action good," or "Aristotle 
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was the greatest philosopher who ever lived, and his influence is still being felt today." Far from being 

impressed, I will be thinking, "Get to the point."   

Proper structure at all levels of your paper will help immensely in getting your points across. Choose words 

in a way that avoids ambiguity. For example, if you use the word "it", be sure that it is clear to which "it" 

you are referring. The same goes for the word "this." Likewise, you should avoid run-on sentences or 

incomplete sentences, which can be very confusing to read.  Also do not mix up the words "our" and "are"; 

there, their and they're; your and you're.  

You should write a first draft of your paper and then read it out loud to yourself so that you can hear how 

the paper sounds. As you are reading, note and correct any grammatical or spelling errors and also pay 

attention for confusing or unclear sentences. After making all corrections, write a final draft to be turned 

into me.  

Do not come into class on the day your paper is due and tell me that your printer broke or any 

similar excuse.  Anticipate that things can go wrong at the last minute and get your paper typed, 

leaving yourself enough time to get it in on time.   

 

 


