
UNITED STATES HISTORY TO 1877 
History 101 – El Camino College – Fall 2015 

  

 

Dr. Christina Gold 

Class:  Section 2311, M/W 9:30-10:55, SOCS 123 

Office & email SOCS 115 and cgold@elcamino.edu 

Office Hours: Mon/Wed 12:45-1:45 and Tu/Th 11-12:30  

 

Course Description 

In this course you will learn about the major political, diplomatic, economic, and social developments in 

the United States from the colonial period through Reconstruction.  You will discover how African, 

Indian, and European cultures merged to create a uniquely American society, and how this new society 

developed and grew until it burst the bonds of colonialism with the American Revolution.  You will 

follow this new nation through its early economic and political development and its expansion into the 

west where it conflicted with Native Americans and Mexicans.  We will study the Civil War that tore the 

nation apart and then trace the nation’s efforts to heal its wounds and rebuild the South with the federal 

program of Reconstruction.  Our nation has an exciting history that continues to shape our world today.  I 

hope this class will show you that history can be interesting, entertaining and meaningful to your life. 

Required Reading  

1) Tindall and Shi.  America:  The Essential Learning Edition.  Volume 1.  1
st
 edition.  Norton.  2015.  

ISBN 978-0-393-93802-9. 

2) Harriet Jacobs.  Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.  Bedford/St. Martin’s.  2010.  ISBN 978-0-312-

44266-8. 

3) Course Reader.  Available for purchase at the campus bookstore. 

 

Grade Distribution 

Reading Review 1    5%   25 points 

Unit 1 Exam   15%   75 points 

Reading Review 2    5%   25 points 

Unit 2 Exam  15%   75 points 

Reading Review 3    5%   25 points 

Unit 3 Exam  15%   75 points 

Thesis/Outline    5%   25 points 

Essay   15%   75 points 

Participation  20% 100 points (10 points for each group) 

     500 points total 

 

 

Student Learning Outcome for History 101:  Upon completion of United States History to 1877, 

students will be able to develop and persuasively argue an historical thesis in a written assignment that 

identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in 

United States History to 1877 and applies appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary 

and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis.  Students will achieve the outcome by learning 

the content of U.S. history to 1877; by accurately analyzing primary and secondary sources; and by 

successfully using those sources to prove an argument in a paper and in the essay exam answers. 

Reading Assignments and Lecture Notes 

Students should complete the assigned reading before coming to class.  Do not fall behind in the reading, 

because it will be difficult to catch up.  Try to make it a habit to do your class reading in the evening or 

mailto:Christinagold@mac.com


day before we meet.  Also, plenty of important information will be conveyed in lecture so be sure to pay 

attention and take notes.  The lecture outlines are in the course reader so please bring it to class every day.  

If you miss class, please borrow someone’s notes to catch up. 

Unit Exams 

The unit exams will include identifications, a primary document analysis, and an essay question.  You 

will be given study questions to help you prepare, and you must use a blue book to write your answers in.  

Blue books are available for sale at the campus bookstore and in the vending machine in the library.  The 

course is divided into three units and the exams only cover the material from that unit.  They are not 

cumulative.   

 

Reading Reviews 

Reading reviews are due one week before the unit exams.  The questions are in the course reader.  There 

is one question per textbook chapter. 

Participation and Group Discussions 

Active participation in class discussion is important to success in the course.  Assigned readings must be 

completed in order to effectively participate. Your participation grade is based on group discussions, 

individual class work and class participation.  Students will frequently divide into small groups to discuss 

primary document materials drawn from the course reader and textbook.  Group answers will be graded 

and will form part of the participation grade.  Please bring the course reader with you to class every day.  

In the event of absence, please make up missed group projects. 

Essay 

Students will write a 5 page essay.  We will discuss writing methods in class and students will submit a 

thesis statement, outline, and final draft.  The essay assignment and rubric are in the course reader. 

Attendance 

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class.  Students may be dropped from the course after 

4 unexcused absences. 

Classroom Etiquette and Cheating 

Students are expected to treat each other and the Professor respectfully.  Disruptive behavior interrupts 

learning and creates a tense classroom environment.  Please contribute to a positive learning experience 

for yourself and the other students. Arrive on time, prepared to participate in class.  If you need to leave 

early, please notify the Professor before class.  Out of respect for all the students’ hard work, cheating and 

plagiarism will absolutely not be tolerated.  Plagiarism occurs when you take credit for the original ideas 

and/or words of another person.  Plagiarism or cheating on any assignment or exam will incur a 0 for the 

grade.  

 

Office Hours 

My office is in SOCS 115, across the hall from our classroom.  My office hours are Mon/Wed 12:45-

1:45 and Tu/Th 11-12:30.  Please stop by if you have any questions, need help, or just want to chat 

about history.  I look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Late Passes 

Students have two late passes that allow an assignment to be submitted up to one week after the due 

date.  Please save your late passes for emergencies. 

 

Etudes Course Website 

The class has an Etudes website for the distribution of materials.  You can also access the course 

grade book here. 

 



To log onto Etudes: 

1. Go to https://myetudes.org 

2. Enter your User ID:  firstname_lastname (all small letters, no spaces – if your campus email 

address has numbers following your name, those numbers may also be included in your Etudes 

User ID.) 

3.  Enter your Password.  If this is your first time using Etudes, your default password is your birth 

month and birth date.  For example:  November 20 = 1120 and March 2 = 0302. 

4. Click the Login button and click the course tab for our specific class. 

 

Students with a Disability 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor.  A student with a disability, who 

would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to 

the instructor and to the Special Resources Center  To make arrangements for academic 

accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 

Student Code of Conduct:  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530:  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp  

Course Objectives 

1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values and life styles of Europeans, Africans, and Native 

Americans in the early colonial period.  

2. Assess the American colonial experience under English domination through the political, social, 

economic, and cultural forces that shaped its development.  

3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples during the colonial era; and 

explain why slavery became the dominant labor system in the southern colonies and how it impacted 

American social, political and economic systems.  

4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, French and British colonies in North America.  

5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution against English rule 

and assess the outcome of the war.  

6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national period and explain how they 

impacted the creation of the Constitution and the expansion of democracy.  

7. Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War era, and 

explain how those principles were applied to American interactions with foreign nations, including 

Native Americans in the West.  

8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, workplace, and community from the 

colonial era through the Civil War period.  

9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on American 

culture, society, politics, and the economy.  

10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and evaluate the process and consequences of westward 

expansion, including the impact of westward expansion on Native Americans and Mexicans.  

11. Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at the eradication of social ills in American 

society and assess how they influenced racial relations, gender roles and the social hierarchy.  

12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the nineteenth century: the 

evolving experiences and culture of enslaved peoples, the northern reaction to slavery, and the impact 

of slavery on southern economic and social systems.  

13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War.  

14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of federal and State 

Reconstruction programs and assess the successes and failures of those programs. 

  

https://myetudes.org/


--------------------------- UNIT 1 ---------------------------- 
 

Week One 

 

Aug. 24 Course Introduction and Prehistoric America 

 

Aug. 26 Prehistoric America 

  Three Worlds Collide – America, Africa and Europe 
  Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 1 

 

Week Two 

 

Aug. 31 Three Worlds Collide – America, Africa and Europe 

Group Discussion: Artistic Portrayals of Indians and Europeans 

                                        Group Contract  

 

Sept. 2 Colonization of North America 

  Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 2 

 

Week Three 

 

Sept. 7 Labor Day Holiday – No Class 

 

Sept. 9 Colonization of North America 

  Reading Assignment:  Course Reader, Jamestown Letters 

Group Discussion: Jamestown Letters 

 

Week Four 

Sept. 14 Slavery 

Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 3 

 

Sept. 16 Colonial Society  

  Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 4 

Group Discussion: Colonial Massachusetts:  Statistics 

 

Week Five 

Sept. 21 Colonial Society  

Group Discussion: Colonial Massachusetts:  Statistics 

  

Sept. 23 Reading Review #1 

The American Revolution 

  Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 5 

 

Week Six 

Sept. 28 The American Revolution 

Group Discussion: Political Cartoons and the American Revolution 

   Self Evaluation 

Sept. 30  Unit I Exam (covers textbook chapters 1-5) 

 

 

 



--------------------------- UNIT 2 ---------------------------- 
 

Week Seven 

Oct. 5 Building the New Nation 

  Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 6 

  Group Discussion: The Bill of Rights 

 

Oct. 7 The Young Nation 

Movie:  John Adams (HBO) 

Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 7 

 

 

 

Week Eight 

Oct. 12 Movie:  John Adams (HBO)    

  Group Discussion:   John Adams 

 

Oct. 14 Thomas Jefferson and the Agrarian Republic 

  Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 8 

 

 

 

Week Nine 

Oct. 19 Politics and Society during the Age of Jackson 

Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 9-10 

 

Oct. 21 Slavery and the South, 1800-1860 

  Reading Assignment:   America, Chapt. 11 

Group Discussion: Slave Spirituals:  Resistance through Music 

 

 

 

Week Ten 

Oct. 26 Movie:  Amistad 

  Reading Assignment: Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, pp. 1-92 

 

Oct. 28 Reading Review #2 Due  

Movie:   Amistad 

 

 

 

Week Eleven 

Nov. 2 Movie:  Amistad 

Group Discussion: Amistad 

 

Nov. 4 Unit 2 Exam (covers textbook chapters 6-11) 

 

  



 

--------------------------- UNIT 3 ---------------------------- 

 
 

Week Twelve 

Nov. 9 The Transforming American Economy and Reform 

  Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 12 

     Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, pp. 92-216 

  Writing a History Paper – The Thesis/Outline 

 

Nov. 11 Veterans Day – No Class 

 

 

Week Thirteen 

Nov. 16 Thesis/Outline Due 

The Transforming American Economy and Reform 

 

Nov. 18 Expansion and Manifest Destiny 

Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 13 

 

 

 

Week Fourteen 

Nov. 23  Expansion and Manifest Destiny 

Group Discussion: Manifest Destiny:  The Visual Arts 

     Group Self-Evaluation 

 

Nov. 25  The Civil War 

  Reading Assignment: America, Chapt. 14  

 

 

 

Week Fifteen 

Nov. 30 Paper Due 

The Civil War 

  Group Discussion: Fighting the Civil War:  Statistics and Newspaper  

 

Dec. 2 Reading Review #3 

Reconstruction 

  Reading Assignment:  America, Chapt. 15 

 

 

 

Week Sixteen 

Dec. 7 Unit 3 Test (covers textbook chapters 12-15)  

 

Dec. 9 Pick up graded final exam and course grade consultation 

  



 

Grade Tracker 

Reading Review 1           /25 

Unit I Exam                     /75 

Reading Review 2           /25 

Unit II Exam                   /75 

Thesis/Outline                /25 

Paper                               /75 

Reading Review 3          /25 

Unit IV Test                    /75 

Participation                  /100 

Course Total                /500 

 

Divide your course grade by 5 to find your percentage grade in the course.  The following 

grades are assigned to each percentage:  90-100% = A;  80-89%   = B;  70-79%   = C;  

60-69%   = D; 0-59%     = F 

 

Group Discussion and Individual Assignment Grades 

Add up your grades on all the group discussions and individual class assignments and 

enter them into the participation grade above 

 

Artistic Portrayals of Indians and Europeans  /10 

Jamestown Letters     /10 

Colonial Massachusetts Statistics    /10 

Political Cartoons and the American Revolution /10 

The Bill of Rights      /10 

John Adams      /10 

Slave Spirituals     /10 

Amistad      /10 

Manifest Destiny:  The Visual Arts   /10 

Fighting the Civil War    /10 

 

Total (enter into participation grade above)             /100 

 


