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Instructor Contact Information:  

Instructor: Katie Heaton, M.A.  

Meeting Days: Fridays 9:30a-12:40p  

Instructor’s Office Location: ARTB 320  

Meeting Room: SOCS 205  

Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:30-12:30  

Email: kheaton@elcamino.edu  

 

Required:  

-Text: Critical Thinking, 11th Edition. By: Moore/Parker.  

-Three Scantron 882E forms  

- #2 Pencil  

- A personal Stapler  

 

Course Description:  

This course focuses on the development of critical thinking skills related to psychology. In addition to 

learning basic skills of logic, students will also learn about the logic of the scientific method and the 

common errors of human cognition that impede critical thinking. Emphasis is placed on the application 

of critical thinking skills to writing effective arguments, analyzing the writings of others, and 

understanding contemporary controversies in psychology.  

Course Prerequisites:  

English 1A with a minimum grade of C  

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC  

 

Course Objectives:  

1. Differentiate between the characteristics of critical and usual thinking.  

2. Identify and analyze the structure and components of arguments.  

3. Compose and evaluate arguments, applying critical thinking skills.  

4. Differentiate between deductive and inductive arguments, and evaluate various forms of each.  

5. Describe the components of credibility and assess the credibility of sources and claims.  
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6. Recognize logical fallacies and other rhetorical devices, and distinguish between fallacious, non-
argumentative, and argumentative reasoning in persuasion.  

7. Describe the hallmark characteristics of the scientific method and contrast it with other forms of 
inquiry.  

8. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of various research designs in psychology.  

9. Evaluate issues of causal inference by differentiating between correlation and causation.  

10. Analyze the influence of language ambiguity, vagueness, and other linguistic factors on reasoning.  

11. Identify characteristics of human cognition that interfere with critical thinking.  

12. Use critical thinking skills to assess controversial issues in psychology.  

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO):  

Upon completion of the course, students should demonstrate the following:  

SLO#1 Logic of the Scientific Method- Students will be able to describe the hallmark characteristics of 

the scientific method and contrast it with other forms of inquiry.  

SLO#2 Fundamental Principles- Students will be able differentiate and compare fundamental critical 

thinking concepts (e.g., premises, conclusions, & qualifiers; inductive versus deductive, valid versus 

sound arguments).  

SLO#3 Everyday Application- Students will be able to apply principles of critical thinking (e.g., logical 

fallacies, rhetorical devices) in their daily decision-making (product purchase, school selection, medical 

treatment).  

Grading Policy to include the following:  

Your grade in this course will be based on: three Exams, a Research Paper, Classwork/Homework 

assignments, and Participation. Each component will be worth 100 points. As you receive your grades, 

please keep a record for yourself so you can calculate your class standing: 

 Points Possible  Points Earned  

Test #1  100                           /100  

Test #2 100                          /100 

Research Paper  100                           /100  

Classwork/Homework  100                           /100  

Test #3  100                           /100  

Participation-Based on 

Attendance  

(Two Tardies = One 

Absence)  

100                           /100  

Absences:_____________ 

Late Arrivals:__________ 

Early Departures:_______ 



The exams will each cover approximately 1/3 of the material- this includes course lecture materials and 

textbook readings and discussions. Each exam is purely scantron. You may use your own handwritten 

notes on the exam-which you may need to submit with your test.  

You will also complete a 4-7 research paper discussing in detail one of the theories we are covering in 

class. This assignment will be due at week 13. We will discuss this paper in detail in the weeks to come.  

Classwork: Anything we complete in class  

Homework: you will be given a week to complete your homework assignments, if you are absent please 

email me so I can send any homework to you. Homework will be mostly comprised of opinions and your 

own thoughts on the topics we are discussing.  

Attendance Requirements:  

Attendance at First Class  

Students who enroll in class but do not attend the first scheduled class meeting may be dropped from 

the roster and their places given to waiting list students. If illness or emergency prevents a student from 

attending the first class session, the student must contact the instructor.  

A student who registers for a class and never attends is still responsible for dropping the class. Failure to 

properly drop a class by the appropriate deadline may result in a "W" and may hold the student 

responsible for any and all fees associated with the class. The burden of proof is on the student.  

Attendance Without Official Enrollment  

Students will not be permitted to attend classes in which they are not officially registered. Exceptions 

may be allowed by the instructor for legitimate visitors. Students who attend a class without proper 

enrollment (the student did not properly register or add the class) by the published deadline will not be 

permitted to "late add" the class except for documented extenuating and mitigating circumstances. 

Students who do not properly register or add a class will receive neither unit or grade credit for that 

class.  

Attendance During Semester  

Students are expected to attend their classes regularly. Students who miss the first class meeting or who 

are not in regular attendance during the add period for the class may be dropped by the instructor. 

Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% (Three classes) of the scheduled class meeting time 

may be dropped by the instructor. However, students are responsible for dropping a class within the 

deadlines published in the class schedule. Students who stop attending but do not drop may receive a 

failing grade. Students may view their registration status on MyECC.  

 

 



Adding a Class  

If space is available‚ students who have completed registration may add a class by going to the first 

meeting of the class and securing permission of the instructor. It is the responsibility of the student to 

fulfill all requirements to add a course, and to add the course by the add deadline in accordance with 

college procedures. Adds will not be processed beyond the add deadline.  

Withdrawal from Class: 

Official withdrawal from a class should be processed through the MyECC student portal. Failure to 

complete this process may result in the assignment of a letter grade of A through F.  

PLEASE NOTE: If you are tardy it is your responsibility to let me know you are present. Any work missed 

CANNOT be made up, so please attend on time.  

El Camino College must conform to the laws of the State of California, District policies, and campus rules 

and regulations. The El Camino College faculty, staff, and administration are dedicated to maintaining a 

positive learning environment. Optimal standards for behavior are essential to the maintenance of a 

quality college environment. These standards will apply to all students on campus, other college 

property or while attending any college sponsored event. Violation of such laws, policies, rules, and 

regulations or behavior adversely affecting suitability as a student, will lead to disciplinary action.  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

Classroom Conduct:  

The classroom is a learning environment. Students are expected to behave in a way that minimizes 

distractions and maximizes the instructional integrity and learning potential of the classroom. Rules of 

conduct include, but are not limited to, the following:  

1. Be On Time and Stay  

Late arrivals and early departures are extremely distracting and discourteous for everyone. If you must 

leave early, please let me know at the beginning of class and sit near the door.  

2. Pay Attention  

Please abstain from side conversations while class is in session! It is very distracting and disrespectful. I 

encourage class dialogue, participation, and discussion as long as we are all included! If you have a 

question or comment, please raise your hand and I will be happy to facilitate a conversation.  

3. No Cell Phones, Tablets, Games, iPods/MP3 players, Etc…  

Turn them off and put them away while in class! These electronic devices are not allowed. Please do not 

use them at any time while the class is in session. Using these devices during class WILL result in your 

expulsion from the room. In addition, usage of these devices will result in a 5% deduction of your overall 



grade for each violation. If this occurs more than 2 times, I reserve the right to have you withdrawn from 

the class (i.e., attendance and participation policy will be implemented).  

4. Laptop Computers Limited Usages  

Laptops are allowed for taking classroom lecture notes only and may not be used for any other purpose! 

I reserve the right to disallow individual laptop usage if I think you are engaging in activities other than 

note taking (e.g., instant messaging, internet surfing, checking emails, etc…) or if the keyboard is too 

loud and distracting. In addition, inappropriate usage of your computer will result in a 5% deduction of 

your overall grade. If this occurs more than 2 times, I reserve the right to have you withdrawn from the 

class (i.e., attendance and participation policy will be implemented).  

5. Be Respectful To Others At All Times  

Because this class needs to be a participatory community if students are to fulfill their potential for 

learning, people who are disruptive through their words or actions disturb the community. In addition to 

the above mentioned disruptive behaviors, inappropriate behaviors may also include, but are not 

limited to: rude, sarcastic, or disrespectful speech, doing assignments for other classes, napping, and 

engaging in other activities that detract from the classroom learning experience. Students who engage 

in inappropriate behaviors will either have points deducted from their final grades (up to 5% points) or 

be permanently dismissed from the class and expected to withdraw from the course. Failure to 

withdraw will result in a failing grade.  

These rules of classroom conduct are vital for creating and maintaining a positive learning environment 

in class. Failure to adhere to guidelines of classroom conduct (as discussed here and in the Standards of 

Conduct) may result in a failing grade or being dropped from the class. 

Late/Missed assignment policy:  

I do not accept late work, and do not grant partial credit, so please be prepared. If you attend tardy, you 

cannot make up what we have already covered, so be aware of time and deadlines.  

Make-up exams will only be given in the event of an EXTREME emergency, with proper documentation 

(a hospital note, a police report, etc). Please note: doctor’s appointments, childcare issues and traffic are 

not valid reasons for missing class.  

I DO NOT ACCEPT WORK VIA EMAIL- HARDCOPIES ONLY. NO EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN EARLY. 

Academic Conduct, cheating, plagiarism:  

El Camino College is dedicated to maintaining an optimal learning environment and insists upon 

academic honesty. To uphold the academic integrity of the institution, all members of the academic 

community, faculty, staff and students alike, must assume responsibility for providing an educational 

environment of the highest standards characterized by a spirit of academic honesty. It is the 

responsibility of all members of the academic community to behave in a manner which encourages 



learning and promotes honesty and to act with fairness toward others. Students should not seek an 

unfair advantage over other students when completing an assignment, taking an examination, or 

engaging in any other kind of academic activity.  

Academic Dishonesty or Misconduct can occur in many ways. Some common forms include:  

1. Cheating on assignments or examinations 

2. Plagiarizing from written, video, or Internet resources 

3. Using tests or other material without permission 

4. Forgery 

5. Submitting materials that are not the student's own 

6. Taking examinations in the place of another student, including assessment tests 

7. Assisting others in committing academic dishonesty 

8. Failing to use quotation marks for directly quoted material unless using other accepted formats. 

9. Copying from another student during an examination 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 

request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 

to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 

Special Resource Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Semester Schedule:  

I reserve the right to change this schedule as necessary throughout the semester.  

****Remember, attending class will keep you the most up to date with readings and assignments! 

 

Week  Topic  

1  Syllabus and Welcome  

-Research Methods, Pseudoscience, and Headlines  

2  Chapter One: An Introduction to Critical Thinking and Obedience 

3  -Chapter Two: Two Kinds of Reasoning 

-Developing Beliefs 

4  Chapter Three: Clear Thinking, Critical Thinking, and Clear Writing 

5   Test #1: Chapters 1-3, Research, Developing Beliefs 

 

Chapter Four: Credibility 

6  Chapter Five: Rhetoric, the Art of Persuasion 

*Receive research paper prompt 

7  Chapter Six: Relevance Fallacies 

Chapter Seven: Induction Fallacies 

8  Chapter Eight: Formal Fallacies/Fallacies of Language 

10  Test #2: Chapters 4-8 

 

Ch. 9/10: Inductive and Deductive Reasoning 

11  Clinical vs. Statistical Approaches 

The Psychology of Illness 

12  Chapter 12: Moral/Legal/Aesthetic Reasoning  

13  Introduction to Conspiracy Theories 

RESEARCH PAPER DUE  

14  NO CLASS- THANKSGIVING 

15  Conspiracy Theory Presentations 

Class Summary 

16  FINAL EXAM 

 


