
 

 
                                                                                                                        

                      El Camino College  
 

Preparing Childhood Education Professionals and Life-long Learners 
 
 

The mission of the El Camino College Childhood Education Program is to provide relevant coursework, 
exemplary role models, and sound pedagogy to successfully prepare childhood educators to earn the 
required permits or degrees that will enable them to teach in diverse settings, to positively influence 
students and families in their communities, and to serve as advocates for children and the childhood 

education profession.  
 
 

               CDEV 114 Observing and Guiding Children-FALL 2015  
 
 “Observant teachers will find more than techniques for watching or taking notes about children-

they will discover a different way of being with children.” 

-Deb Curtis and Margie Carter, 

authors of The Art of Awareness 

Instructor: Janice C. Jefferis, MA                                            Class meetings: Tue/Thurs, 11:15a-12:40p 
Room:  Teacher Resource Room          Office: ARTB 320    
Office Hours: E-mail is the best way to reach me          Email: jjefferis@elcamino.edu 
as I check my mail often                   Prerequisite: Child Development 103 or 
Phone: (310) 660-3593             equivalent 
 
Course Description 
In this course, students will examine guidance techniques as they apply to children from birth to age 
twelve in individual and group settings. Students will analyze, through observation and research,  
common behavioral issues and the possible underlying influences on behavior in order to implement  
appropriate methods for guiding children. The role of the teacher in promoting an environment which  
fosters appropriate behavior will be examined. Students will be required to conduct observations in local  
school programs.  
 
Required Texts/Materials:  
Jablon, J.R., Dombro, A.L., & Dichtelmiller, M.L. (2007). The power of observation: Birth to age 8  
          (2

nd
 ed.). Washington, D.C.: Teaching Strategies. 

Curtis, D., &  Carter, M. (2000). The art of awareness: How observation can transform your teaching.  
          St. Paul, MN. : Redleaf Press. 
*Supplemental articles can be found on MyTeamSites on MyECC under “CDEV 114” 
 
Course Objectives 
1. Compare and contrast the various stages of child development from birth to age twelve in physical, 
cognitive, and social-emotional development. 
2. Select and utilize the appropriate observation and documentation tools and strategies, such as 
anecdotal records, running accounts, time sampling, event sampling, and current trends in observation 
and assessment to identify patterns, trends and anomalies in individuals and groups of children and to 
establish appropriate expectations. 
3.Develop and embed activities related to assessment within play-based environments, curriculum,  
and care routines for typically and atypically developing children. 

 
 

 



4. Analyze the possible underlying source/s of challenging behavior. 
5. Examine and assess the effects of various social factors and sensitive topics such as child abuse,  
illness or death in the family, birth of a sibling, divorce, or exposure to violence, foster care, and 
special needs on the behavior of children. 
6. Demonstrate and apply knowledge of developmental domains when assessing and working with  
children with differences, delays, and disorders. 
7.Select and demonstrate effective individualized strategies that help children develop emotional  
 and self-regulation. 
8. Illustrate the use of observation and assessment to implement curriculum and environmental  
changes in support of both group and individual needs. 
9. Design and implement environments which foster pro-social behavior and lead to positive experiences 
for children. 
10. Define cultural diversity and establish guidelines for culturally aware and culturally sensitive  
practices. 
11. Analyze the characteristics of supportive relationships between children and adults as the foundation 
for pro-social behavior. 
12. Utilize a variety of research-based positive guidance techniques. 
13. Examine and analyze personal biases and values that may interfere with working with children. 
14. Use appropriate, effective communication techniques when working with families and articulate  
the value of involving them and other professionals in the observation and assessment process for  
all children. 
15. Research and select appropriate public and private agencies and community resources that serve  
the various needs of children and families. 
16. Use observation tools to identify patterns, trends, and anomalies in individuals and groups of  
children. 
17. Use observation tools to identify quality in play-based environments, curriculum, and care routines 
18. Demonstrate knowledge of the legal and ethical responsibilities, including confidentiality, related  
to assessment in early childhood settings. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
SLO #1 Assessment Tools: Utilize the California State Department of Education assessment tool  
(Desired Results) to evaluate all children’s developmental, cultural, and linguistic characteristics. 
SLO #2 Observation Methods: Demonstrate systematic observation methods to provide data to assess  
the impact of the environment, interactions and curriculum on all domains of children’s learning and  
development. 
SLO #3 Interpretation and implementation of assessments: Identify the role of partnerships with  
families and other professionals in utilizing interpretations of observational data to inform teaching  
practices  
 
ADA Statement 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities  
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to  
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to  
the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 
Special Resources Center. 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 
 
Academic Honesty Policy 
El Camino College places a high value on the integrity of its student scholars.  When an instructor 
determines that there is evidence of dishonesty in any academic work (including, but not limited to 
cheating, plagiarism, or theft of exam materials), disciplinary actions appropriate to the misconduct as 
defined in BP 5500 may be taken.  A failing grade on an assignment in which academic dishonesty has 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf


occurred and suspension from class are among the disciplinary actions for academic dishonesty (AP 
5520).  
 
Academic & Student Support 
El Camino College strives to provide the best academic support services possible for your success. 
Below are some excellent resources for you to take advantage of if you find yourself needing extra help 
completing assignments.   
 
Writing Center 
Humanities 122 // 310-660-3873  
The Writing Center offers free assistance in all aspects of the writing process, from pre-writing to full draft 
writing conferences. Students can also find help with grammar and using MLA or APA documentation. 
Computers are available for word processing (Microsoft Word) and research. 
 
LRC Tutorial Program 
Second Floor, West Wing, Schauerman Library // 310-660-3511 
Tutors help students prepare for tests, learn new concepts, improve study techniques, and answer 
questions about assignments. All Learning Resources Center Tutorial Program tutors are highly trained 
and certified. Tutoring is free for all ECC students; tutors are available in more than 25 different subjects 
each semester. Reservations are not required. 

The Learning Resources Center  
Located at various locations throughout the Schauerman Library: 

 Learning Center, Second Floor, West Wing, Schauerman Library 

 LRC Tutorial Program, in the Learning Center 

 Basic Skills Study Center, Second Floor, West Wing, Schauerman Library 

 LMTC Computer Commons, Basement, East Wing of Schauerman Library (enter from  the library 
lobby). 

Computer Lab 
310-660-3511 

 Basic Skills Study Center, Second Floor, West Wing, Schauerman Library 

 LMTC Computer Commons, Basement, East Wing of Schauerman Library (enter from  the library 
lobby) 

 
Classroom Code of Conduct 

Your learning experience in this course will rely heavily on active engagement and participation in 
reflective discussions. Please refrain from working on assignments and homework until after scheduled 
class hours.  

A successful professional is respectful and responds tactfully towards colleagues, especially when there 
is a disagreement of ideas. Please honor each person who has the “floor” by listening to their ideas and 
waiting for your turn to speak.  

It is my belief as your instructor that we all possess important insights and perspectives worthy of 
sharing. It is your right and part of the learning process to disagree with an idea or opinion, but it is not 
acceptable to ridicule a classmate’s opinions or ideas. 

Carefully review the syllabus and prepare for class by reading the assigned texts and submit each 
assignment on their scheduled due dates. 

CELL PHONES: Please leave cell phones on SILENT and in your bags during class. If you need to 
answer your phone due to an emergency, please use the opportunity to practice respect and social grace 
and leave your phone away during lecture or class discussion.  

Computers, iPads, smart phones: if you chose to use these items in class, it is expected that they will be  
used for course work and notes, not for social media or playing in cyberspace.  
 
 
 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/AP%205520%20Student%20Discipline%20%20Due%20Process%20Procedures.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/AP%205520%20Student%20Discipline%20%20Due%20Process%20Procedures.pdf


Attendance Policy  

Students are expected to attend each scheduled class. Attendance will be taken at the END of each 

class. Students who miss more than 3 class meetings will result in a drop from the course. Please contact 

me in advance if you know you will be absent. Participation and engagement will weigh in on your overall 

grade (refer to point distribution). Additionally, if you find yourself entering class late, please come in 

quietly so as to not disturb or distract your peers.  

Folders   

There will be an attendance folder that will be passed around at the beginning of each class. This system 

will allow you to keep track of your attendance throughout the semester. Be sure to initial your attendance 

for each class. I will randomly take attendance before class ends.  

 

*Note that students are responsible for dropping a class within the deadlines published in the class 

schedule.  

ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES –Fall 2015 
 

All submissions must be TYPED in Times New Roman font, size 12, double-spaced, and with 1-inch 

margins. Papers must have a cover page, reference page, and are required to be written using APA 

format. Refer to OWL Purdue (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/) for a thorough overview 

of APA format. Please provide hardcopies of each assignment in class on their established due date. Late 

submissions will be subjected to a 10% point reduction. Papers or projects turned in more than 1 day late 

will NOT be accepted.  

 **If you are having difficulty understanding and completing the assignments, please consult with me so 

we can devise a plan of action.  

              ASSIGNMENTS 

Reflection Journals (2 entries @ 60 pts each entry) 

DUE: 10/22; 11/24 

 

You will complete 2 journal entries during the semester. The content of these journals will focus on 

concepts learned from assigned articles and readings, class discussions as well as your observational 

and assessment work with children in the classroom that resonates with you. Entries must be 4-5 pages, 

typed, double space. The title/subject of your reflection should be stated in the beginning of each entry.  

Journals will be graded based on, but not limited to, the following criteria: depth of thought expressed 

about a topic or idea; willingness to show vulnerability in thinking (i.e a bias you had about an idea and 

how it has changed); questions posed as a result of deep inquiry; moments (during discussion or in the 

readings) that brought disequilibrium or discomfort to your thinking; etc.   

 

“Image” Assignment Part 1 (40 pts) 

DUE:  9/3 

  

Early on in life you developed an ‘image’ or concept of what it means to be a child through the eyes of 

others (i.e family, teachers, grandparents, etc.) and the outside world (i.e commercial ads, television, 

society, etc.). Your ‘image’ of child “orients you as you talk to the child, listen to the child, [and] observe 

the child” (Malaguzzi, 1993). Similarly, as a result of your school experiences you also have an image of 



teachers. In a typed 2-3 page paper (NOT including cover and reference pages), write about your 

personal Image of the child and Image of the teacher (these concepts will be discussed in class). Address 

the questions: how do you “see” children in the context of the classroom and/or school? (i.e children are 

vulnerable therefore the teacher’s job is to prevent them from failure, feeling strong emotions such as 

anger and frustration, getting into conflict with others, etc.). How are both child and teacher valued in 

school? Society? How do they both contribute to the learning process?  

 

 

Emotion Logs (30 pts) 

DUE: 9/22 

 

Using the 5-day logs, which will be provided in class, record moments when you experience strong 

emotions such as anger, stress, impatience, irritability, frustration, etc. as well as your physiological 

“pulse” during those moments in the classroom. Complete each section with a thorough response in order 

to gain a good picture of how you respond and react to situations that trigger negative emotions. We will 

share and discuss results in class.  

 

Case Study (100 pts) 

DUE: 12/1 

 

You will conduct a “case study” on one child you observe or interact frequently with. You can choose a 

child who displays challenging behavior in your class or a child who you would like to further support in 

your classroom. Complete 3 emotional-logs with each day the same time (ex. between 10:00AM-1:00pm). 

Handout will be provided in class.  

 

 

“Image” Assignment Part 2 (50 pts) 

DUE: 12/10 

 

Discuss how your ‘image of the child’ and ‘image of the teacher’ evolved since you started “listening with 

a third ear”? What has this concept taught you about the relationship between observation and 

assessment? What does your ‘image of the child’ and ‘image of the teacher’ “look like” now? Also, 

discuss any turning points or realizations you had as you consider the idea of ‘observing as listening’.  

 

    Points Distribution 

                            Assignment           Point Value   

         Reflection Journals  (60 pts x 2 entries)                   120 

            “Image” Assignment Part 1                    50               

                     Emotion Logs                    30 

                      Case Study                    100 

            “Image” Assignment Part 2                     50 

           Participation and Attendance                   160      



32 class meetings @ 5 points each 

                             Total                   530 

 

 

       CDEV 114 Observing and Guiding Children –Class Schedule Fall 2015 
 

Session                                      Agenda       Assignment/Due 

Dates 

Tue 8/25                                    

                                   WELCOME! 

 

Introduction; review syllabus; overview of APA format: 

APA and Reflection guide 

READ: Jablon, Dombro, & 

Dichtelmiller (2007), 

Chapter 1; Your Image of 

the Child: Where Teaching 

Begins Malaguzzi, (1993), 

retrieve from MyTeam 

course website  

Thur 

8/27 

Topic: Image of the Child, Image of the Teacher 

 

-Search for an observation 

site 

-Begin “Image” Part 1 

paper 

-READ: Chapter 3, Jablon, 

Dombro, & Dichtelmiller 

(2007) 

Tue 9/1 Topic: Image of the Child, Image of the Teacher Cont.  

 

 

READ: Curtis & Carter 

(2000), Intro-Ch. 2 

Thur 9/3 Topic: You as Observer 

 

“Image” Part 1 paper DUE 

**Friday: last day to Add 

classes 

Tue 9/8 Topic: Objectivity vs. Subjectivity 

 

  

Thur 

9/10 

Topic: Objectivity vs. Subjectivity cont. 

 

 

Tue 9/15 Topic: Emotions and their role in how we observe and 

approach our work in the classroom 

  

READ: Curtis & Carter 

(2000), Ch. 3-9 

Thur 

9/17 

Topic: The Child’s Perspective 

 

 

Tue 9/22 Topic: The Child’s Perspective Cont.  

 

*You must have established an observation site in order 

to complete the remaining assignments 

Emotion Logs DUE 

READ: Jablon, Dombro, & 

Dichtelmiller (2007), Ch. 2, 

4-7 

Thur 

9/24 

Topic: Methods of Observation in the Classroom 

 

 

READ: “The Power of 

Ordinary Moments”, 

retrieve from MyTeam 



 course website 

Tue 9/29 Topic: Methods of Observation in the Classroom Cont.  

 

  

Thur 

10/1 

Topic: Methods of Observation in the Classroom Cont. 

and “The Pedagogy of Listening” 

 

 

Tue 10/6 Topic: “Pedagogy of Listening” cont. 

  

 

Thurs 

10/8 

Topic: Observation and Assessment -Desired Results 

Developmental Profile [DRDP] and CA State Standards  

 

 

Tue 

10/13 

Topic: Observation and Assessment Cont.  

 

Observation Example 

DUE  

READ: Curtis & Carter 

(2000), Ch. 11-13 

Thur 

10/15 

Topic: Observation, Assessment and Documentation-

Putting it all together 

 

*Print and bring to next 

class: “The Relationship 

Between Observation & 

Assessment” Rinaldi, 

(2004) 

Tue 

10/20 

Topic: “The Relationship Between Observation & 

Assessment” By Carlina Rinaldi 

 

Thur 

10/22 

Topic: “The Relationship Between Observation & 

Assessment” By Carlina Rinaldi 

Reflection journal #1 

DUE 

*Begin Case Study 

Assignment! 

Tue 

10/27 

Topic: Videatives: “Wondering with Children: The 
Importance of Observation in Early Education”-George 
Forman & Ellen Hall (2005) 
http://ecrp.uiuc.edu/v7n2/forman.html 

 

Thur 

10/29 

Topic: Videatives cont.   

 

Tue 11/3 Topic: Observing children with Special Needs and/or 

behavioral challenges 

 

Thur 

11/5 

Topic: Observing children with Special Needs and/or 

behavioral challenges cont.  

 

Tue 

11/10 

Topic: Observation to guide learning and develop 

curriculum 

 

Thur 

11/12 

Topic: Observation to guide learning and develop 

curriculum cont. 

 

**Last Day to Drop with a 

“W” 

Friday November 13, 2015 

Tue Topic: Topic: Making learning visible to families and the  



11/17 community  

Thur 

11/19 

Topic: Making learning visible to families and the 

community cont.   

 

Tue 

11/24 

Topic: Case Study *Reflection journal # 2 

DUE 

Thur 

11/26 

No class. Thanksgiving Holiday. Campus Closed  

Tue 12/1 Topic: Making learning visible to families and the 

community cont. 
Case Study DUE 

Thur 

12/3 

Topic: Role-playing   

Tue 12/8 Topic: Role-playing cont.   

Thur 

12/10 

Topic: “Image” Assignment Part 2 

*Last Day of Class  

 

 

***Instructor reserves the right to make modifications to this syllabus. 

  


