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El Camino College/Compton Center 

Childhood Education Department 
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/tep/EarlyChildhood.asp 

 

Preparing Childhood Education Professionals and Life-long Learners 

 

 

The mission of the El Camino College Childhood Education Program is to provide relevant coursework, exemplary role 

models, and sound pedagogy to successfully prepare childhood educators to earn the required permits or degrees that will 

enable them to teach in diverse settings, to positively influence students and families in their communities, and to serve as 

advocates for children and the childhood education profession.  

 

 

 

 Child Development 116 Creative Art for Young Children 
 

Section Number 2193 and 2195 

3 Units Fall 2015 

T 2:00-5:10pm 

T 6:30-9:40pm 

Class Location ARTB 311 
 

 

Instructor:       Jennifer Montgomery 
Office:             ARTB 326 
Phone:            (310) 660-3593 X3570 
Email:              jmontgomery@elcamino.edu 
Office Hours: 
Wednesday          12:00-2:00pm 
Thursday               4:30-6:30pm 
Friday                 8:30-9:30am 
 

 

 

 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Child Development 116 (formerly Child Development 16) 

Creative Art for Young Children 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Prerequisite: Child Development 103 with a minimum grade of C or equivalent or concurrent 
enrollment 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 

 
This course focuses on the principles and methods of planning, presenting, and evaluating 
creative art experiences for young children ages two to five. Emphasis will be placed on 
facilitating creativity, self-expression, and concept and skill development through the use of 
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art media such as paint, clay, collage, chalk, and woodworking. Methods for adapting 
creative art experiences for children with special needs will be discussed. The course is 
designed for teachers in training and teachers in service needing to develop or refine skills 
in planning and implementing art curriculum. 

 

Course Objectives: 
1. Identify developmentally appropriate creative art experiences for children ages 
two through five in diverse early childhood educational programs. 
2. Compare and contrast theories of creativity and the developmental stages of 
young children's art. 
3. Plan creative art experiences to foster cognitive, psychosocial, and 
physical development of young children. 
4. Formulate objectives and select concepts for creative art experiences for 
young children. 
5. Present and evaluate art activities and curriculum for young children using a 
variety of art media. 
6. Adapt creative arts materials and activities for children with special needs. 
7. Plan, present, and evaluate art experiences to meet the needs of children from 
diverse cultures. 
8. Develop and employ strategies to communicate the value of creative art to 
parents of young children. 
9. Evaluate State standards and the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children's (NAEYC) Developmentally Appropriate Practices and apply 
them to curriculum planning. 

 
 

 

 

 
Prerequisite or Recommended Preparation: 
CDEV 103 with minimum grade of C 

Textbooks and Materials: 
 Englebright Fox, J.  & Schirrmacher, R. (2015).  Art and Creative Development for 

Young Children. 8th ed. NY:  Wadsworth Cengage Learning.  (Book Store) 

OR 
 Englebright Fox, J.  & Schirrmacher, R. (2012).  Art and Creative Development for 

Young Children. 7th ed. NY:  Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
Please note if a student chooses an early edition please note any differences. 

 
 
Attendance Policy:  
Attendance is vital to understanding the course material. Information and activities will be 
presented in class that may not be available in the texts.  Therefore, students should strive to 
attend every class session. After three absences, you may be excluded from the class. Students 
are also expected to be punctual to class. Roll is taken at the beginning of the class hour.  It is 
the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor at the end of class if you arrive late, have 
personal/medical emergencies affecting your attendance, obtain information about missed 
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classes from fellow students, and officially drop a class if you stop attending. 
 
If you are having difficulty in meeting course deadlines or in understanding course materials, you 
are expected to discuss your situation with the instructor before it jeopardizes your grade for the 
course.  
 
You will also be participating in a variety of activities throughout the semester.  All activities must 
be completed during class time.  It is imperative that you are regular in attendance and active in 
all classroom activities.  There are no make-ups for class activities.  Also, PLEASE, keep your 
cell phones on silent mode during class. 

 
ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 
the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 
Resource Center.  
Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 

 

 
 
Drop Policy:  

It is the student’s responsibility to process and official withdrawal from class.   
 
 
Withdrawal and/or Incomplete Policies: College policy on withdrawals applies. Refer to the current El 
Camino’s Schedule of Classes for more detailed guidelines. 

 
 
 
Students with Special Needs:  Please inform the instructor during the first week of classes of any 
disability or special needs that you have that may require specific arrangements related to attending class 
sessions, carrying out class assignments, or writing paper examinations. 

 
 
 
 
Academic Honesty:   Each student is responsible for their own work, including test answers, written 
assignments, and oral presentations.  In college students are expected to cite and reference their 
material. When you are quoting another author, either directly or indirectly, always reference them by 
using a citation. Plagiarism is not acceptable.  If a student plagiarizes, the student will be assigned an 
automatic zero on the paper with no possibility of resubmitting the assignment. A guideline for APA style 
cite and references will be provided to avoid issues of plagiarism and to develop ones skill for proper 
writing technique. If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please ask the 
instructor.  We will discuss these standards in class.   
The El Camino and Compton College faculty, staff, and administration are dedicated to maintaining an 
optimal learning environment and will not tolerate academic dishonesty. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  DETAILS 
 

Attendance: 
It is important that you contribute to the class community by attending each class meeting.  
This means arriving on time and leaving only when the instructor dismisses the class. If you 
do miss class, you are still responsible for being prepared for the next class meeting by 
having completed the assigned reading, checking syllabus for assignments due, etc. If you 
missed class handouts because of absence, you will need to get copies from my office or 
by photocopying from a classmate. 

 

Being Tardy/Leaving Early: 
Attendance in class means being here the full class period. Therefore, please be ready with 
class materials and in your seat at the beginning of class. 

If for some reason you must be late, please enter the classroom quietly when there is an 
obvious pause in the class proceedings. Enter with as little distraction to others as 
possible. If you need to leave early please find a seat near the door and exit quietly so as 
not to disturb the class. 

 

Drop Policy: 
 

The College catalog states that regular attendance is expected of every student. The 
catalog also states that a student maybe dropped after 3 absences (9 hours of classes). I 
will not automatically drop a student. However, if you are choosing to take this course then 
I am assuming that you are prepared to make this a commitment for the next 16 weeks and 
will work from that understanding. 

It is your responsibility as a student to officially drop yourself if for some reason you cannot 
complete the course. This can be done through the Admissions Office.  If for some reason 
you do not drop yourself, and I do not drop you, a letter grade must appear on your 
transcript according  to college policy. This may be a grade you will not be happy with and it 
may lower your grade point average (GPA). 
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1. Activity Plans: detailed plans for creative art experiences appropriate for children 
that include objectives, concepts and activities to be integrated into the curriculum. 

o Activity Plan 1 Sensory Art 
o Activity Plan 2  - Large Motor Art 

 
2. Across the Curriculum: this is an in class assignment which explores the skill of 

integrating curriculum areas and developing a theme for a preschool program 
across the curriculum. You will need to be in class to complete this assignment and 
be graded accordingly. The completed assignment will go into your art portfolio. 

3. Art Portfolio: an accumulation of class-work, ideas, and handouts collected 
throughout the semester. A portfolio check list is created in class over the term. 
You will need a 3-ring binder or some type of organizational system to present your 
art pieced throughout the term. Many students like to use plastic sleeves (optional) 
to hold the artwork. 

4. Group Project:  Cultural Art Activity (Famous Artist) a presentation developing an art 
experience to help deepen a child’s understanding of culture. All presentations will 
be held on the same day.  Included in the project is a mini presentation about some 
relevant information about the culture the art is representing and a Handout with 
information about the actual activity for student portfolios. All information and 
materials needed to be ready before Group project day. Printing and copies cannot 
be done in the TRR on the day of the project. 

5. Independent Project: provides students with an opportunity to support their 
professional development. Students will choose ONE of the options provided.  Each 
project has a different due date depending on which project the students choose. 
The summary of the Independent project is due a week after the project has been 
completed. 

6. Text Book Chapter Review 
Students will read the assigned chapters and create 10 concepts that support 
their learning including why the particular concept is supportive. The paper 
needs to be typed, written in proper English format. Each paper needs to be 
submitted at the start of class. Emailed assignments are only accepted if student 
is absent for the class. 

 
 
 

 

The College catalog states that regular attendance is expected of every student. The 
catalog also states that a student maybe dropped after 3 absences (9 hours of classes). I 
will not automatically drop a student. However, if you are choosing to take this course then 
I am assuming that you are prepared to make this a commitment for the next 16 weeks and 
will work from that understanding. 
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Classroom Conduct Policy: 
The best policy is to treat others, as you would like to be treated. This includes, but is not 
limited to: 

1. Listening quietly and respectfully when others speak. 
2. Arriving on time and staying for the whole class period. 
3. Speak your opinion without judging others. 
4. Being a good communicator of your ideas and opinions, i.e., speaking loudly enough 

for all to hear when you have the floor. 
5. Turn off all cell phones, pagers and anything else that rings beeps or buzzes. In 

fact, Please leave them tucked away out of the purview of the class 
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Course Calendar 
 
The following class schedule is designed to address the course requirements as outlined by El 
Camino Community College.  Dates of lectures and activities are tentative based on the pace of the 
course throughout the session. 
 
 
 

Date 
 
Topic/Activity 

 
What to 
Bring 

 
Homework & Assignment 
Due Dates (no late work) 

Week 1 
Aug 25 

Course Overview 
Requirements 
Defining Creativity – a 
perspective of process 

 

 Read Chapter 1 

Week 2 
Sept 01 

Creative 
Thinking 
School & 
Creativity Art: 
Color Wheel 
Art  
Color 
Exploration 
and Mixing 
Color 
MixingExplorat
ions an 

2 sheets poster 
board Size 22 x 
28 
Any color 

Due: Chapter Review 2 

Week 3 
Sept 08 

Art & Child 
Development  
Writing Activity Plans (in 

Class) Art: process  

Painting on Canvas 

 Due: Chapter Review 3 

Week 4 
Sept 15 

Art: Material and Tools - 
crayons and markers, pastels, 
& chalk, 
 
Line Instruments 

A piece of Art 
created by a 
Preschool Child 

Due: Chapter Review 4 
Due: Independent Project 
Proposals 

Week 5 
Sept 22 

Children’s Artistic 
Development Activity Plan 
Workshop 

 
Art: Print Making 

Materials to 
Make prints with: 
*Nature items 
* leaf or flower 
*Plastic object 
*Kitchen utensil 
textured item 

Due: Chapter Review 5 
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Week 6 
Sept 29 

Sensory 
Experiences 
Finger Painting 
Integrated Theme Based 

Activities Workshop 
 
Art: Finger Painting & Resist 
Art 

Homemade 
Finger Paint 

Due: Chapter Review 8 

Week 7 
Oct 06 

Aesthetics 
Books & 

Illustrations Art: 

Watercolor & Ink 

Favorite 
Children’s Book 
Illustrator with 
typed summary 
of Aesthetic 
appeal to be 
presented  

Due: Chapter Review 7  
 
Due: Illustrator of 
Children’s Book 

Week 8 
Oct 13 

Art’s Education in 
Preschool Art 
Standards 

 
Art: Collage 

Materials to 
collage with: i.e. 
lids, nature, 
jewels, buttons, 
fabric 
& collage on 

Due: Chapter Review 9  
 
Due: Activity Plan # 1 – 
Sensory Art 

Week 9 
Oct 20 

The Elements of Art 
Cultural Diversity or Famous 

Artist  

Art: Sewing and Weaving 

Fiber Art 

Materials for 
Weaving Yarn, 
ribbon, fabric, 
needle thread, felt 
string embroidery 
floss, etc. 

Due: Chapter Review 6 
 And Chapter 15 

 
 
 
 

Week 
10 
Oct 27 

Teaching Art 
 
Art: paper, scissors, tape and 
glue 

4 different types 
of paper 
Homemade 
glue/paste 

Due: Chapter Review 10 
 
Across the Curriculum In 
Class Assignment 

Week 
11 
Nov 03 

Plan/Evaluate/Implement 
 
Art: Clay/Play dough  

Play dough made 
at home -recipe 
provided Small 
sticks & stones 

Due: Chapter Review 11 
Due: Chapter Review 16 

Week 
12 
Nov 10 

Trash for Teaching  
Field Trip 
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Week 
13 
Nov 17 

Creating an Art Center 
Facilitating Children’s Artistic 
Expression 

 
Art: 3-D Art and 
Woodworking  
Wi re  

 
 

Materials to build 
with 3 different 
Recycle 
materials natural 
materials, small 
pieces of lumber 

Due: Chapter Review 12 
Due: Chapter Review 13 
Due: Activity Plan #2: 
Large Motor Art 

Week 
14 
Nov 24 

Teacher’s Role in 
children’s Art 
Responding to 
Children’s  Art Portfolios 
 

 Due:  Cultural Art/Famous 
Artist 

Week 
15 
Dec 1 

Portfolio Workshop 2 pm to 8 pm 
Portfolio Review: Class is your Appointment Time 

Week 
16 
Dec 8 

Portfolio Workshop 2 pm to 6 pm 
Portfolio Review: Class is your Appointment Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


