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ANTHROPOLOGY 7/EL CAMINO COLLEGE                   Rodolfo A. Otero, Ph.D. 

Section # 2121/ MW 11:15-12:40; ARTB 307                        Office: ARTB 332D 

Office Hours: TTH 8:30-9:15; 2:15-3:30;                               Extension: 3578 

             M 2:40-3:40                                                      rotero@elcamino.edu 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS/ FALL 2015 

NATIVE PEOPLES OF SOUTH AMERICA 

  

WELCOME TO ANTHROPOLOGY 7! This course focuses on the study of the native 

peoples of South America. Special emphasis is placed on the understanding of the 

relationship between the environmental zones of South America and the social, 

economic, political, and religious institutions of indigenous societies. The current 

conditions of South American indigenous groups, most often as the result of colonialist 

policies which include globalization and modernization, are also examined. 

 

This is an introductory course to the study of native peoples of South America. 

The subject matter is extremely interesting, as we will learn the material (i.e., technology) 

and non-material (i.e., religion) aspects of the cultures of indigenous societies of South 

America at different levels of complexity. Particular emphasis will be placed on the 

continuing struggles experienced by indigenous societies in South America in order to 

maintain their cultural identity against the threats posed by the forces of globalization. By 

the end of the course, you should have achieved an understanding of the following course 

objectives: 

 

 1. Describe the basic model that accounts for the early settling and population of  

 the New World in general, and of South America in particular, and explain the 

 environmental conditions present during the Paleoindian period.  

 

 2. Identify, locate on a map, and discuss the eight environmental zones present in 

 South America, in reference to climate, geography, vegetation, and animal life.  

 

 3. Identify and evaluate the cultural features common to hunting and gathering 

 societies, pastoralist societies, horticultural societies, and agricultural societies.  

 

 4. Discuss the features typical of each of the following types of sociopolitical 

 organization: band, tribe, chiefdom, and state, and assess the importance of the 

 environment on the development of each particular type of sociopolitical 

 organization.  

 

 5. Determine and analyze the types of sociopolitical organization that correspond 

 to each of the environmental zones in South America.  

 

 6. Compare and contrast the characteristics of three South American indigenous 

 groups organized at the band level with reference to the particular physical 

 environment, mode of production, settlement pattern, social organization, political 

 organization, political economy, and ideology that correspond to each group, 

 respectively.  

 

 7. Evaluate and differentiate the characteristics of three South American 
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 indigenous groups organized at the tribal level with emphasis on the particular 

 physical environment, mode of production, settlement pattern, social organization, 

 political organization, political economy, and ideology that correspond to each 

 group, respectively.  

 

8. Identify and assess the concept of vertical integration in relation to the 

 emergence of state level societies in the Andean region during the pre-Hispanic 

 period and explain how vertical integration still provides for an adequate 

 adaptation to the environmental conditions characterizing the Andean region.  

 

 9. Examine the impact of colonization, globalization and modernization on the 

 current conditions of indigenous groups in South America and assess the 

 implications of these factors on indigenous identity, cultural and political 

 autonomy, and economic dependency.  

 

 

The following Student Learning Outcomes have been developed for the course. By the 

thirteenth week of class, the students should be able to understand the requirements 

outlined below. 

 

SLO #1: Cultural Ecology Approach—In an in-class written assignment, 

students will demonstrate an understanding of the cultural ecology approach by 

explaining the relationship between the level of sociopolitical organization achieved by 

two South American indigenous groups (one from the Patagonia and another from the 

Amazon Basin) and the particular environmental zone each group occupies. In addition, 

students will need to address the subsistence strategy employed by each group and the 

limiting factors to population growth that each environment presents.  

 

SLO #2: Vertical Integration—In an in-class assignment, students will explain 

how vertical integration provides for an adequate adaptation to the environmental 

conditions characterizing the Andean region by choosing an Andean group as an 

example, identifying each of the microenvironments utilized by the group, describing the 

particular subsistence activity carried out in each microenvironment, and listing the main 

resources procured.  

 

SLO #3: European Contact—In a written assignment or objective exam, 

students will demonstrate an understanding of how contact with Europeans dramatically 

altered native populations of South America and their various cultures. Using a selected 

case study, students will need to identify specific areas of native culture that were 

changed by contact and describe the changes that took place.  

 

The following Program Level SLOs have been developed for the program. By the 

fourteenth week of class, the students should be able to understand the requirements 

outlined below.  

 

PLO #1: Four-Field Approach—Students will demonstrate an understanding of 

the four-field approach in anthropology by outlining each field, identifying which aspects 

of the study of human beings each field addresses and providing two examples of 

specializations within each field. 
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PLO #2: Holism—Students will demonstrate an understanding of the holistic 

approach by identifying how it applies to anthropological research. 

 

PLO #3: Stages of Research—Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

stages of research in the discipline of anthropology by properly identifying each step and 

its critical significance. 

 

Due to the fact that there are no prerequisites for this course, during the first few 

meetings we will go over some basic concepts of Cultural Anthropology, concepts that 

will enable us to better understand the perspectives used in the study of South American 

indigenous groups.  

As I indicated above, the material is extremely interesting. My request to you is to 

keep an open mind to the culturally different ideas and practices you will be exposed to. 

And, most importantly, DO THE READINGS!!!  

 

 

REQUIRED BOOKS:  
 

Wilson, David. 1999. Indigenous South Americans of the Past and Present (ISAP&P). 

Westview Press. 

 

Murphy, Yolanda and Robert F. 1985. Women of the Forest, 2
nd

 edition. Columbia 

University Press. 

 

 

GRADING: 

 

(1) There will be three exams, each worth 100 points.  

(2) There will be 6 quizzes, each worth 10 points, for a total of 60 points. Quizzes 

will take place at the beginning of a meeting, and make-ups for the quizzes will 

not be offered.  

(3) In addition to the exams and quizzes listed above, students will receive points on 

the basis of participation. Obviously, participation requires your presence in class; 

therefore, good attendance is key to satisfying this requirement. Most importantly, 

I will keep track of those students who are actively involved in discussions, 

mainly through answers to questions that I pose in reference to the readings 

assigned for the class (The maximum points allotted for participation will be 20).  

 

Grading Criteria is as follows: 

Three exams @ 100 points each----------- 300 

Six quizzes @ 10 points each---------------  60 

Participation-----------------------------------  20  

Total possible points----------------------- 380 
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A= 100%- 90% of total points (400-339) 

B= 89%- 80%                           (338-301) 

C= 79%- 70%                           (300-263) 

D= 69%- 60%                           (262-225) 

F= 59% and below                    (224 and below) 

 

Note:   

 

(1) Attendance is mandatory. Those students with more than five absences will be 

dropped, regardless of how advanced in the semester we are. Keep in mind that a 

tardy is equivalent to ½ absence. 

(2) Exams are based on text, lectures, and video material. In view of this, it is 

beneficial for you to attend classes; to take notes regularly; and, if at all possible, 

to participate in class discussions. 

(3) Scantrons (Form 882-E) and #2 pencils will be needed for all exams. Exams 

schedules will not be extended beyond the allotted time, so you should arrive on 

time. 

(4) Cheating is absolutely prohibited. If a student is caught cheating during an exam, 

an “F” will be assigned to the exam. 

(5) Please turn all cell phones off before entering the classroom.  

(6) In the event that extra credit assignments are offered, students who have missed 

more than four meetings will not be eligible for possible extra credit points (no 

exceptions). Keep in mind that a tardy is equivalent to ½ absence. 

(7) Students are expected to remain in class for the whole length of the meeting. 

Those who leave early without previous consultation with the instructor will be 

marked absent. (Please, do not leave the classroom in order to answer a phone 

call. If you do so, you will not be allowed back in the room for the remaining of 

the lecture). 

(8) Any changes to this syllabus will be announced in class. It is your 

responsibility to attend class in order to know of those changes. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to 

the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like an academic accommodation, 

is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 

Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 

Special Resources Center. 

 

LECTURES, READINGS, WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS, VIDEO COMPONENT, 

AND EXAM SCHEDULE 
(Depending on scheduling and availability, some of the films may be substituted) 

 

Aug. 24, 26, 31 Introduction to the course 

 Anthropology as a discipline  
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Sept. 2, 9 Indigenous peoples (Cultural and Political Approaches:  

 The Condition of Indigeneity) 

 Reading Assignment: “Kayapo Courage,” National 

  Geographic (article available on ERes) 

 Video: “The Kayapo”   

 (Viewing of the video will be followed by a discussion  

 based on a list of questions provided by the instructor) 

 

 (Labor Day Holiday, Mon. 9/7, Campus Closed) 

 

Sept. 14 Fieldwork Among Indigenous Peoples of South America 

 Reading Assignment:“Beyond the Looking Glass,” 

Chapter 3 of Women of the Forest. 

  (Class discussion will be based on a list of questions  

prepared by the instructor and used by the students 

as guidelines to the reading) 

   

Sept. 16 Origin of the Indigenous Populations of the Americas 

 Reading Assignments: ISAP&P: pp. 1-6, and 

  “First Americans,” National Geographic 

  (article available on ERes) 

  

Sept. 21, 23 Environmental Zones of South America (Subsistence 

 strategies and political systems in relation to  

 environmental conditions will be discussed) 

 Reading Assignment: ISAP&P, pp. 39-60 (Ch. 3) 

 

Sept. 28 EXAM #1 

   

Sept. 30, Band Level Societies: 

Oct. 5 The Ona 

 Reading Assignment: ISAP&P, pp. 114-126 

 Video: “The Ona People: Life and Death in Tierra del 

             Fuego” 

 

Oct. 7, Band Level Societies: 

Oct. 12 The Yahgan 

 Reading Assignment: ISAP&P, pp. 128-138 

 Video: “Homage to the Yahgan” 

 

Oct. 14, 19, 21 Band Level Societies: 

 The Nukak 

 Reading Assignment: ISAP&P, pp. 138-146 

 Video: “Nukak: Cazadores Nomades de Amazonia” 

 

Oct. 26 Common Features of Band Level Societies/Class   

 Discussion  

 

Oct. 28 EXAM # 2 
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Nov. 2, 4,  The Amazon Environmental Zone (Review and  

 discussion on adaptive strategies) 

 Tribes/ Village Level Societies: 
 The Mundurucú 

 Reading Assignment: Women of the Forest, Chapter 2 

 (Veterans Day Holiday, Wed. 11/11, Campus Closed) 

   

Nov. 9, 16 Tribes/Village Level Societies: 

 The Mundurucú 

 Reading Assignment: Women of the Forest, Chapters 4  

  and 5 

 ISAP&P, pp. 187-201 

 

Nov. 18, 23 Tribes/ Village Level Societies: 

 The Yanomamo 

 Reading Assignment: ISAP&P, pp. 201-215 

 Video: “Warriors of the Amazon”  

  

Nov. 25, 30, The Andean Environmental Zone (Review and 

Dec. 2 discussion on adaptive strategies) 

 Tribes/ Village Level Societies: 
 The Q’eros Quechua 

 Reading Assignment: ISAPP&P, pp. 304-317 

 Video: “Q’eros: The Shape for Survival” 

 

Dec. 7 Review 

 

Dec. 9 FINAL EXAM 

 

 HAVE A GREAT HOLIDAY SEASON!!!  

 

 

 


