
AMERICAN STUDIES 7 
Friday 9:30 am to 12:40 pm 

Kirsten Resnick, M.A. 
kresnick@earthlink.net 

Office hours:  9:00 am to 9:30 am 
and after class as needed 

 
Required Reading: 
 Reading material is posted online and will be accessible to students free of charge.  Access 

information will be discussed on the first day of class and the link emailed to students. 
 
Requirements and Grade Breakdown: 
 Open-Note Quiz (9/11)        5% 

Midterm Examination (10/9)   15% 
 Quizzes on the Reading    15% 

Paper on Family Experiences (10/30)  10% 
Analytical Essay (11/20)    10% 
Poster (12/4)       5% 
In-Class Assignments     5% 
Participation      10% 
Final Examination (12/11)    25% 
 

American Studies 7 
History of American Popular Culture 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
This interdisciplinary course examines how popular culture contributes to the search for meaning in 
everyday American life.  Various forms of popular culture including music, film, television, advertising, 
sports, fashion, design, toys, magazines, comic books, and cyber culture will be analyzed.  Students 
will assess how American popular culture reveals historical forces at work that influence our lives. 
 
Course Objectives: 
1. Define and apply culture theory to American popular culture in terms of what is distinctly American 
and popular culture. 2. Identify and distinguish between various forms of popular culture, such as 
high-brow, low-brow, and youth culture. 3. Identify innovations and trends that appear in the Gilded 
Age and analyze their role in reflecting and shaping contemporary concerns and expectations. 
4. Assess several innovations in popular culture that appear at the turn of the 20th century and can be 
associated with the emergence of modernity in the United States. 5. Define major historical, political, 
social, and economic forces and interpret their influence on American popular culture from Prohibition 
through the end of the Great Depression. 6. Differentiate and recognize the merits and dangers of 
popular culture masked within media structures such as film, music, and comic books. 7. Follow the 
evolution of the American aesthetic and analyze how popular culture created an identify that was 
distinctly American. 8. Identify and examine social, economic, and political influences on American 
popular culture. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:  1. In a written assignment, oral presentation or creative work, 
students will apply interdisciplinary methodologies to develop an original argument about American 
popular culture, and students will use those methods to prove the validity of their interpretation. 2. In 
class discussions and/or written assignments, students will recognize their own moral systems and 
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use them to make ethical judgments about popular culture. 3. In an exam or written assignment, 
students will demonstrate an understanding of the diverse methodologies used to study and critique 
American popular culture.  
 
ADA Statement:  El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 
students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor.  A student with a 
disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 
herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center.  To make arrangements for 
academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 
 
Schedule of Topics and Readings: 
Subjects: Introduction; Popular Culture; P.T. Barnum (8/28) 
Quiz #1 (class activity on 8/28) 
We will go over the reading materials for quiz #1 in class. 

 
Subjects: Astor Riots (9/4) 
Quiz #2 (9/4) 
Please read materials for quiz #2. 
 
Subjects:  The West; Buffalo Bill; Strenuous Life; Secret Ritual (9/11) 
Open-note quiz (9/11) 
Quiz #3 (9/11) 
Please read materials for quiz #3. 
 
Subjects:  Yellow Journalism; Pulp Fiction (9/18) 
Quiz #4 (9/18) 
Please read materials for quiz #4. 
 
Subjects:  High-Brow Victorians; Low-Brow Entertainments:  Minstrelsy, Coney Island, Vaudeville 
(9/25) 
Quiz #5 (9/25) 
Please read materials for quiz #5. 
 
Subjects:  1920s Jazz Age:  Flappers; Prohibition; Gangsters; Movie Stars; Harlem Renaissance 
(10/2) 
Quiz #6 (10/2) 
Please read materials for quiz #6. 
 
Midterm (10/9) 
 
Subjects:  1930s Responses to the Depression:  Realism; Surrealism; More Gangsters; Hardboiled 
Detectives; Comedy; Fantasy (10/16, 10/23) 
Quiz #7 (10/23) 
Please read materials for quiz #7. 
 
Subjects:  1940s World War II:  Rosie the Riveter; Zootsuiters; Film Noir; Superheroes (10/30) 
Paper on Family Experiences (10/30) 
Quiz #8 (10/30) 
Please read materials for quiz #8. 



Subjects:  1950s:  Wholesome Fun; Civil Rights; Cold War; Rebellion (11/6) 
Quiz #9 (11/6) 
Please read materials for quiz #9. 
 
Subjects:  Early 1960s Idealism:  Folk Songs; Motown; Surf Culture; TV Shows and Later 1960s 
Radicals:  Hippies; Rock and Roll; Drug Culture (11/13) 
Quiz #10 and Quiz #11 (11/13) 
Please read materials for quiz #10 and for quiz #11. 
 
Subjects:  1970s Disillusionment:  Vietnam Protest; Me Generation; Surf Culture; Disco; Musical 
Options (11/20)   
Analytical Essay (11/20) 
Quiz #12 (11/20) 
Please read materials for quiz #12. 
 
Subjects:  1980s Extravagance:  Televangelism; New Wave and 1990s Cynicism:  O.J.; Monicagate; 
Generation X (12/4) 
Poster (12/4)  
 
Final Examination (12/11) 
 
 
 
 


