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U.S. History: The American Indian Experience (HIST 108) 
El Camino College Fall 2016 

 
Course description: This course is a survey of the history of the United States with an emphasis on 
native peoples of North America. Topics include the impact of European contact, trade, and 
colonization as well as the impact of United States political, economic, and social policies on Native 
Americans. Emphasis is placed on the attempts of American Indians to protect their sovereignty and 
revitalize their societies. 
 
Instructor John Baranski 
Email: jbaranski@elcamino.edu  
Office location and phone: SOCS #110 and 310-660-3593 ext.3583 
Office hours: M/W 2:30-4:30, T 5:00-6:00, and by appointment 
 
Required reading: 
Colin Calloway, First Peoples: A Documentary Survey of American Indian History (5th edition) 
Judy Pasternak, Yellow Dirt: A Poisoned Land and the Betrayal of the Navajos 
Digital copies of readings  
 
U.S. History text: 
Joseph Locke and Ben Wright, eds., The American Yawp: A Free and Online, Collaboratively Built American 
History Textbook http://www.americanyawp.com (Free) 
 
Assignments and grade distribution: 
Participation   (15%)     75 
2 exams    (40%)   200 
1 research project   (20%)     75 
6 quizzes/in class projects (25%)   150 
Total possible points                 500 
 
The following percentages will determine your final grade:  
90-100% = A 
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 
0-59% = F  
Extra credit is not available. Plagiarism will be punished at the administrative level. No exceptions.  
 
Technology statement:  
There are no electronic devices or headphones/ear buds allowed in class. If you take out an electronic 
device or headphones/ear buds during class, 20 points will be subtracted from your participation 
grade for each offense. If you have concerns about this policy, please see me.  
 
Participation: 
The participation grade will be based on your informed, thoughtful comments during class discussion 
and your behavior in class. For success, do the reading and come to class ready to discuss the materials. 
If you leave class early, arrive late, or act and talk in a way that is disruptive, your participation grade 
will suffer. If you take out an electronic device or headphones/ear buds during class, 20 points will be 
subtracted from your participation grade for each offense.  
 
Exams:  
There are two exams. Both are in class. Before each exam, you will receive a study guide to help you 
prepare. The exams will include writing short identifications and an essay. You must use a blue book 
for the exam. Blue books are sold at the campus bookstore and in a vending machine in the library.  
 
Group research project:  
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Students will work on an historical exploration of a Native American nation and present their findings 
individual in a paper and collectively in a presentation at the end of the semester. We will discuss the 
assignment expectations, requirements, and grading rubric in class. 
 
In class group projects: 
Student success is connected to active learning in class with other students. One way this will be 
facilitated is with group projects. To participate in group projects, it is important to think like a 
historian when doing and discussing assigned readings. Students will join small groups to discuss 
primary source materials. Your group projects will be based on a set of questions that will be due at the 
end of the group work. Group assignments might be given during any class, and you can’t make up 
missed group assignments.  
 
Reading quizzes: 
There will be reading quizzes. Reading quizzes will consist of a set of questions that will test your 
understanding of historical themes in the readings. You can’t make up missed reading quizzes.  
 
Primary source analysis:  
Throughout the course, primary sources will be assigned. These will be emailed to you. You are 
responsible for reading these materials and, when relevant, incorporating them into quizzes, group 
projects, the research project, and exams.  
 
Attendance, classroom etiquette and cheating:  
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class and, if needed, at the end of class. Students 
may be dropped from the course after 4 absences. Students are expected to treat each other and the 
professor respectfully. Disruptive behavior interrupts learning. Please contribute to a positive learning 
experience for yourself and the other students. Arrive on time, don’t leave during class, be prepared to 
participate in class. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism occurs when you take 
credit for the original ideas and/or words of another person.  
 
Students with a disability:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability who 
would like to request an academic accommodation is responsible for talking with the instructor and the 
Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 
Resources Center at 310-660-3295.  
 
Title IX Employee Reporting Obligations 
You should know that if you reveal gender-based or sexual harassment, sexual assault, stalking or 
intimate partner violence to any instructor, we are required by law to report the problem to the Office 
of Staff and Student Diversity. However, psychologists are not required to report to the Office of Staff 
and Student Diversity. You can call the Student Health Center at 310.660.3643 or visit its 
website: http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health. 
 
Student Resources:  
Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College resources to help you succeed 
include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and services for designated groups, such as 
veterans and students with disabilities. For a comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support 
Programs, visit: http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 
  
Student Success Act:  
New state regulations may affect your eligibility for financial aid, your registration priority, and your 
ability to repeat classes.  For more information, visit: 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf. After completing 15 
units or prior to the end of the third semester, all students must declare a major and complete a 
comprehensive educational plan. Schedule an appointment to see a counselor for an up-to-date 
educational plan by visiting: https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp. 



 3 

 
Student Code of Conduct:  
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 
 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530:  
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/college-complaint-process.asp 
 
HIST 108 Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of United States History: The American Indian 
Experience, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment 
that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in 
American Indians history and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or 
secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 
 
History 108 course objectives:  
Course Objectives: 1. Describe the development of various types of societies from agricultural villages to complex 
communities using various American Indian societies as examples.  
2. Compare and contrast English, Spanish and French goals for colonization, the methods they used and the 
responses of American Indian societies.  
3. Analyze the origins of the Constitution and the political system and ideals of the United States and their impact 
on American Indian nations and tribes.  
4. Analyze the relationship between the development of slavery and the westward expansion of the United States 
with emphasis on its impact on American Indian societies.  
5. Examine the rise of the anti-slavery movement, the growth of tensions between anti-slavery and proslavery 
advocates, and the Civil War in light of sectional differences that also affected American Indian societies.  
6. Analyze the development of modern American society involving industrialization, urbanization, immigration, 
and Americanization, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  
7. Assess the impact of economic downturns and prosperity on American society, with special attention to 
American Indians in the late 19th century and 20th century.  
8. Analyze the growth of the United States as an international power in the late 19th century and the 20th century 
and its impact domestically.  
9. Analyze the goals and impacts of movements for political and civil rights in the late 19th through 20th centuries 
with particular interest on minority groups and American Indians.  
10. List and evaluate the goals and results of United States policies towards American Indians during the 19th 
and 20th centuries.  
11. Identify, describe and analyze current social, cultural and economic issues facing American Indians in the late 
20th and early 21st centuries. 

 
Class Schedule 

 
Week One  
 Introduction to course, study tips, the craft of history 
 Pre-Columbian Americas 
Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Introduction 
 
Week Two  

Pre-Columbian Americas  
Land and labor in the Atlantic world 

Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 1  
  
Week Three 

Land and labor in the Atlantic world 
European colonies in the Americas 

Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 2 
 
Week Four  

 European colonization 
Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 2 
  
Week Five 
  Trade, war and cultural exchange  
Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 3 
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Week Six 
 U.S.-First Peoples relations 
Readings: Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 4 

 
Week Seven 

U.S. empire and midterm review 
Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 5  

 
Week Eight 

U.S. empire  
Genocide: from Texas to California 

Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, 5 
Midterm 

Week Nine  
Genocide: from Texas to California 

Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 6 
 
Week Ten 
 “Kill the Indian and Save the Man” 
Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 7  

PowerPoint draft via email by midnight on Tuesday, November 1 
 
Week Eleven 

Great Depression and WW II 
Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 8  
 
Week Twelve  

Great Depression, WW II, and Cold War 
Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 8 and start Pasternak, Yellow Dirt 

 
Week Thirteen (Fall Break) 

Cold War 
American Indian Movement and self determination 
Presentations 

Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapter 9 and Pasternak, Yellow Dirt 
 
Week Fourteen  

21st century challenges and promise  
Presentations 

Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, Chapters 9-10 and finish Pasternak, Yellow Dirt 
 
Week Fifteen  
 21st century challenges and promise and final review 
 Presentations  
Readings: Calloway, First Peoples, 10  

Individual paper (group project) due by midnight via email on Tuesday December 6 
Week Sixteen 
 Presentations  

Final exam on last day of class 


