
Political Science 5: Ethnicity in the American Political Process  
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
Fridays: 9:30AM – 1:10PM, Room SS 201 
Instructor Van Chaney 
vchaney@elcamino.edu 
www.vchaney.com 

 
Course description:  
In this course students will analyze racial and ethnic group relations in the context of the 
American political system and process. The relationship of racial and ethnic groups in American 
society to local, state, and national governments will be examined. Emphasis is placed on 
problems of assimilation and integration into the American political system. 

 
Course Objectives: 

    1.  Assess the role of cultural identity in shaping norms and values related to the 
         political process in the United States with emphasis on the role of racial and ethnic 
         identities.  
    2. Describe and evaluate formal government actions, legislation, court decisions, and  
        executive orders as they relate to race and ethnicity in the political process. 
    3. Critically examine theories of Assimilation, Pluralism, and Pluralist Nationalism within the  
        policy making process. 
    4. Assess the impact of media portrayal of various racial/ethnic groups on political  
        policies and processes in American society. 
    5. Describe and analyze the impact of current and past immigration policies on different  
        ethnic groups in the United States. 
    6. Assess the impact of different forms of discrimination experienced by various ethnic   
        groups in the political process.      
    7. Compare and contrast public policies that influence race and ethnic relations in America. 
    8. Evaluate the struggle for inclusion by minority groups in the United States democracy. 
        within the dynamics of urban politics 
 
Reading assignments: It is crucial that you acquire our text and read all assigned materials. All 
readings listed as “Online” can be found at the My Teams section of My ECC and my course 
website.  To be fully prepared for class, you must complete all readings on the day in which 
they are due. I acknowledge that some of the readings are difficult, but the important point is 
that you try. It is my promise that I will do my best to clarify the material as well as I can. 

 
Exams: Any material that we cover in class or in the readings may appear on exams, so I 
strongly suggest that you keep up with your reading, take good notes, and speak to me if you 
need clarification. Exams will be formatted as part identification of terms, part short answer and 
part essay. Please note that I only give makeup exams for medical emergencies (with a doctor’s 
note) or for extreme family emergencies. 

 
Attendance: If you wish to experience our class to the fullest, you must come to class and take 
part in our discussions. Since questions regarding in-class material (that is not in your text) will 
be asked on exams, your attendance is greatly encouraged. You will be allowed 3 unexcused 
absences, but will be dropped 3 point from your final grade for each further unexcused absence. 
 
Technology: laptops or tablets may be used to take notes in class, but if anyone is found to be 
using class time to update a social media status or for other unrelated purposes, the entire class 

will be barred from further use. The use of phones is not permitted at any time during class.  If 
you need to receive an emergency call, talk to me at the beginning of class. 
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Your responsibilities: You must come to class on time and stay for the duration. If you don’t 
understand any concepts discussed during class, PLEASE raise your hand and ask for 
clarification -- I will always be happy to answer any questions! I also ask that if you ever have 
any concerns regarding our class that you talk to me. I make every effort to be reachable. If you 
can’t meet me after our class, you can email me or make an appointment. In short, there should 
be no reason that we can’t discuss any problem that you may have with our class -- I am always 
interested in helping you to succeed! 

 
On Respect: As this is a political discussion class, there may be times that you feel 
passionately about the material (I hope this is the case!), but you must remain respectful of your 
classmates if they express divergent political opinions from yours.  Name calling or bullying will 
lead to your unexcused ejection from the class. 

 
My role: I am here to help you understand material that is not only exciting, but at times 
challenging.  My promise to you is that I will do my very best to be available to answer any 
questions or to address any concerns that you may have regarding our class.  It is not my goal   
to proselytize, recruit, or convince any of you that you should change your political beliefs. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

 

SLO #1 Inclusion Strategies In a written essay students will demonstrate knowledge and 
analyze the inclusion strategies used by minority groups within the democratic system as 
applicable to urban politics. 

 

SLO #2 Race and Policymaking In a series of multiple choice questions students will critically 
analyze the major theories regarding race within the policymaking process. 

 

SLO #3 Public Policy In a written assignment students will demonstrate knowledge of and 
compare and contrast the different government policies that have influenced race and ethnic 
relations in America. 

 
Assigned text and readings: 
 

 Required Text: The Future is Ours, Minority Politics… 
 Authors: Shaun Bowler/Gary Segura ISBN: 9781604267273 
 
“Online” readings are available on the instructor’s web page. 

 

Grade breakdown:  

Two Midterm Exams: 50 pts. each, multiple choice/short essay 

Research Paper: 50 pts. 

General Participation: 5 pts. 

Final Exam: 70 pts. 
Total: 225 pts. 
 
Percentage Grading Scale 
90% and above A    (202-225pts.) 
80 – 89 B                 (180-201pts.) 
70 – 79 C                 (157-179pts.) 
60 – 69 D                 (135-156pts) 

59% and below F     (134 and below) 
 
 
 
 



Tentative Course Schedule: 

Please complete the assigned reading BEFORE each lecture. 

 

Week ½   Introduction – Lecture (Civil Rights/Public Opinion-Political Socialization) 

       Film: “Adam Clayton Powell” 

                 Race vs. Ethnicity: What’s the difference and why does it matter? 

       Chapter 1 – Can We All Get Along 

 

Week 3   Larry Aubry Article #1 – (from Class Portal Site); Zenitha Prince 

    Article – (from Class Portal Site); Preface and 

    Chapter 2- Issues in Race and Ethnicity 

 

Week 4  Sam Roberts Article – (from Class Portal Site); 

    Demography, Identity, and a Changing America 

    Chapter 4 – Issues in Race and Ethnicity 

 

1st Midterm Exam: 9/30/2016 
 

Week 5  Electoral Competition and the Democratic Reliance on Minority Vote 

              Chapter 3 – Can We All Get Along 

 

Week 6  Chapter 2 – Can We All Get Along – Resources and Status of America’s Racial    

    Minorities 

                                
Week 7/8  “Immigration” Article – (from Class Portal Site); Chapter 5/6/7 – Issues in Race 

         and Ethnicity 

 

Week 9   Chapter 4 – Can We All Get Along 

      Taking Part in Politics: The Essence of Democracy; 

                Daniel Stevens Article – (from Class Portal Site) 
 

Week 10   Chapter 5 – Can We All Get Along 

 

2nd Midterm Exam: 10/28/2016 
 

Week 11   Chapters 1/3 – Issues in Race and Ethnicity 

       Representation: Representatives, Elections, and 

                 Electoral Reform 

 

Week 12  Chapter 9 – Issues in Race and Ethnicity 

                 Racial Profiling 
 

Week 13  Chapter 10 – Issues in Race and Ethnicity 

                Affirmative Action 

 

Week 14  Chapter 11 – Issues in Race and Ethnicity 

                 Education 

 

 

 



Week 15  Media and Race – Read: “Obama’s First Year Article” – (from Class 

                 Portal Site); Eileen Walsh Article – (from Class Portal Site) 

 

   Race Relations and the Future – Read: “What Americans Think 

                Article” – (from Class Portal Site); Peggy Orchowski Article – (from 

                Class Portal Site) 

 
 

Week 16                          Research Paper/Final Exam: 12/16/2016 

 

 

Research Paper/Subject Papers 

 

There will be one required research paper in the course that will be due by Week 

16. The subject of the paper will center on the history of race, ethnicity, and 

gender in relation to political parties and the effects on voting on the national and 

local arenas. You can choose to write collectively on the different groups or 

choose one group and focus on their political prevalence within the party and 

national political scene. Your paper should be five pages in length, double 

spaced, and use only 12 Point Times New Roman font submitted through TURNITIN.  

Access to the site will be provided during the term. 

 

 

EXTRA CREDIT 

 Various extra credit assignments and projects may be given throughout the course at  

   the instructor’s discretion. 

 

Please Note 

There are no “make-up” exams provided in this course. Therefore, please 

make sure that you maintain consistent attendance throughout the spring term 

and are present on all test days. Please note that the instructor reserves the 

sole right to make changes to the scheduled reading and writing assignments as 

and when such changes become necessary. 

 

ADA Statement 

 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 

request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resource Center at 310-660-3295. 

 

Student Code of Conduct 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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Plagiarism 

 

Plagiarism is a form of cheating. Any time a student uses someone else’s work and does not give 

that person credit, it is plagiarism. Anyone who plagiarizes or cheats on an exam will receive an 

“F” and possible expulsion from the class. If you are suspected of plagiarism or cheating, you will 

bear the burden of proof and present rough drafts or related materials to prove otherwise. 

 

 

Attendance and Exclusion Policy 

 

Attendance is expected and you must be present for class on time. If a student misses three classes 

they may be dropped from the course; however, the student is responsible for officially filing a 

drop card request. Any student who has unexcused absences prior to the census date may be 

excluded. Students may drop the class in the Admissions and Records office, on-line, or by phone 

(check drop policies in the student handbook for the criteria and dates).  

 

All students should be familiar with the attendance regulations printed in both the college catalog 

and the schedule of classes. Students are expected to remain for the entire class period. Medical 

appointments, work, job interviews, childcare responsibilities, etc. should be arraigned so as not to 

occur during class time. Please do not make requests for exceptions. Cell phones and pagers are to 

be turned off or on vibrate during class. If a student must respond to a call, be considerate and 

leave the class through the back door to take care of the situation. 

 

Lastly, students are responsible to inform the instructor of any anticipated absences due to travel or 

observance of major religious holidays so that alternative with other students to acquire notes or 

other pertinent information regarding the class. 


