
PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION (PHILOSOPHY 107) 
Fall 2016: PROFESSOR RANDY FIRESTONE 

3 units; 3 hours lecture; Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A;  
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
Professor’s email: randyfirestone@verizon.net 
Professor’s Office: SOCS 114     Phone: 310-660-3593x3762 
Professor’s Office Hours:  
Monday and Wednesday: 11:00 am-1:00 pm; Tuesday: 9:00-9:30 am & 3:30-4:00 pm 
Required Books: 1) The World’s Wisdom by Philip Novak; 2) Philosophy of Religion, by 
Pojman, Rea, Kessler, & Firestone (This is a custom book made for only our class.)  
Recommended Book: The World’s Religions, revised edition, by Huston Smith 
 
This course is an introduction to traditional philosophical problems connected with religious 
belief. Issues to be discussed are the existence and nature of God; the problems of evil; the 
nature of religious language; the existence of miracles; religious experience; and mysticism. 
The rationality of religious belief will also be examined.  
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1. Recognize and explain the difference between the literal and metaphorical use of language occurring in 
religious discourse and texts.  
2. Identify and discuss the main areas of philosophical conflict that presently exist between religion and science.  
3. State, analyze, and assess traditional arguments both for and against the existence of God.  
4. Analyze traditional arguments both for and against the existence of miracles.  
5. Evaluate the differing viewpoints concerning the appropriate interpretation of divine inspiration of scripture.  
6. Examine the problem of evil, and critique the various theodicies that have been offered in response to it.  
7. Explain and describe the phenomenon of mysticism, and recognize particular examples of it in various 
religious traditions and literary sources throughout the world.  
8. Discuss and evaluate proposed attempts to reconcile apparent differences between the doctrines, dogmas, 
and practices of major religions throughout the world.  
9. Evaluate the dominant themes and issues in religious philosophy.  
10. Analyze the philosophical problems relating to religion.  
11. Recognize and evaluate the degree of certainty that it is possible to achieve regarding religious metaphysical 
claims.  
12. Identify and discuss the metaphysical beliefs of the existence of God, souls, heaven and hell, reincarnation, 
karma, merging with the all, and another reality.  
13. Recognize and evaluate the motivations to believe in an all-good God, and distinguish these from arguments 
or reasons regarding why one should believe in God.  
14. Assess the concept of faith, distinguish faith from fact, and analyze how this understanding moves one 
toward an attitude of tolerance.  

 
ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 
to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 
the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 
Resources Center. 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

mailto:randyfirestone@adelphia.net


Student Learning Outcomes:  
1. Distinguishing Foundations: Students will be able to distinguish the foundations of belief in physical 
objects vs. metaphysical concepts, such as a God, souls, and heaven and hell, and how this 
understanding fosters both tolerance toward the religious beliefs of others and a deeper 
understanding of their own religious beliefs. 
2. Belief in Immortal Souls: Students will be able to articulate the arguments for and problems 
regarding the beliefs in immortal souls, heaven and hell.  
3. Existence of God: Students will be able to describe and explain the major arguments for the 
existence of God, and the primary criticisms of each argument.  
 

Grading:    
     1st Exam:                                                                                       30% 
     2nd Exam:                                                                                      30% 
     Final Exam:           30% 
     Attendance, Participation, Presentation & Homework:    10%                                      

                          Total:                                                         100% 
 

Homework: You are to turn in at least a 2 page summary for each day’s reading up to the 1st exam, 
and thereafter a 1 page summary for each reading/article. You need not type it, but it must be the 
equivalent of one typewritten page or you will receive only partial credit. Late homework will not be 
accepted unless you missed that class. Homework is part of your grade, and often will be the 
difference between getting a higher or lower grade. 
 

Attendance & Participation: Attendance and participation count. Like the homework, it is part of 
your grade.  Unless the professor grants an exception for you, if you miss more than 6 classes, you will 
be dropped from the class and receive a “W,” or if too late to do so, you will likely receive no credit 
for class participation, which will lower you one full grade. If you are late, please see me after class to 
receive credit for attendance. If you miss several classes in a row without contacting the professor, 
you may be dropped from the class. 
         

Exams: For each exam, please bring a Scantron form 882ES with a #2 pencil and a pen. Exams will be a 
combination of multiple choice and essays. If you miss an exam, contact me immediately to schedule 
a make-up exam. You usually will be penalized 2/3 of a grade. For example, an “A” would be reduced 
to a “B+”.  
 

Class Presentation: Near the end of the semester, you will make a class presentation where you will 
inform the class what you have learned and how you have changed or are changing your ideas, 
beliefs, and/or actions as a result of this course. Don’t worry. You’ll have a good time. This is a 
celebration of our journey, and we will clap for each other. 
 

Respect: It is the nature of philosophy to question almost everything, and we will be questioning the 
existence of God. For most of you, especially those who are very religious and believe in God, this may 
be emotionally difficult. I recommend you have fun exploring new thoughts, and not remain too 
attached to your preexisting beliefs. Moreover, due to the sensitive nature of the subject, it is 
important that each of you remain respectful to the other students and to the instructor, even though 
your beliefs may be challenged. 
  



PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION: 2016 Readings & Homework 
PROFESSOR RANDY FIRESTONE: Randyfirestone@verizon.net 

Req. Books: The World’s Wisdom, by Philip Novak; Philosophy of Religion, 2
ND

 ed. by 

Pojman, Rea, Kessler, Firestone. Recommended: The World’s Religions, revised ed, by 

Huston Smith 

 

DATE                SUBJECT                       PHILOSOPHERS         Book: Chapters; 

Pgs 
Aug 29 Intro   

Aug 31 Taoism  (Rel. without God) Lao-Tzu & Chuang-Tzu Req: Novak, ch.4, pgs 145-174; 
Rec: Smith, ch 5, pgs 196-220 

Sep 5 Labor Day: No Class   

Sep 7 Taoism (No God)   

Sep 12 Hinduism (Many Gods)  Req: Novak, ch 1, pgs 1-39; 
Rec: Smith. ch 2, pgs 12-81; 

Sep 14 Hinduism; Buddhism (No God) The Buddha 
(Siddhartha Gautama) 

Req: Novak, ch 2, pgs 49-109;    

Rec: Smith, ch 3, pgs 82-153 
Sep 19 Buddhism   

Sep 21 Islam (One God) Muhammad Req: Novak, ch 7, 281-332 
Rec: Smith, ch 6, 221-270 

Sep 26 Islam   

Sep 28 Comparing Religions/Pluralism Hick; Dalai Lama Pojman, p. 1-16 

Oct 3 TEST #1   

Oct 5 Arguments for God’s Existence   

Oct 10 Bible Cannot be Taken Literally Firestone Pojman, 17-43 

Oct 12 Unverifiability of Religion; 
Why people want to believe in God 

Flew & Mitchell; 
Freud 

Pojman, 44-55; 

 

Oct 17 Unverifiability of Religion Ayer Handout   

Oct 19 Cosmological Argument for God’s 

Existence 
Aquinas; Clarke; Rowe; 

Parfit 
Pojman, 56-71; 
Handout p. 1-10 

  

Oct 24 Teleological Argument Paley; Hume Pojman, 71-83   

Oct 26 Teleological & Statistical Arguments Dawkins; Drange Pojman, 84-92; Handout   

Oct 31 Supernatural v Natural Explanations Firestone Pojman, 93-111   

Nov 2 TEST #2     

Nov 7 Heaven & Hell; 
Heaven based on beliefs or actions? 

Firestone; video  

Nov 9 Souls; Better to bet on God? Russell; Pascal Pojman, 132-137 

Nov 14 The Problem of Evil Hume; Leibniz; Hick;Dost. Pojman, 138-164 

Nov 16 The Problem of Evil Rowe; Paul Pojman 165-168;  Handout 

Nov 21 Miracles Hume Pojman, 169-181 

Nov 23 Science and Religion: Clash? Dawkins; Gould; The Pope Pojman 182-200 

Nov 28 Religious Experience Pojman Pojman, 201-210 

Nov 30 Religion Based on Faith Kierkegaard Pojman, 211-220 

Dec 5 Burden of Proof; Review Scriven; Firestone Pojman, 221-229; 112-131 

Dec 7 Class Presentations   



Dec 12 Class Presentations   

Dec 14 FINAL EXAM   

 
 


