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El Camino College 
Sociology 101: Introduction to Sociology 

Fall 2016, Section 4292, 4294        Distance Education 

  

Instructor: Melissa Fujiwara, Ph.D. 
Email: mfujiwara@elcamino.edu 
Office: ARTB 328A 

  

In-Person Office Hours: Mon 10:55am - 12:55pm; Tues 9:10am - 9:40am; Wed 10:55am - 
11:25am 

Online Office Hours: Sun 7:00pm - 8:00pm; Mon 7:00pm - 8:00pm 

 
Prerequisite: eligibility for English 1A Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
3 units 

 
 

 
Course Description 

In this course students analyze the influence of the social environment on behavior and social 
life using sociological theoretical perspectives. Components of social structure and social 
culture are critically examined through sociological theories and concepts including 
socialization, deviance, social institutions, and social change. Inequalities based on issues such 
as social class, race, ethnicity, gender, and age will also be analyzed. 

 
 

Course Objectives 

1. Define and describe sociology as a field of study and distinguish it from other disciplines in 
the social sciences.  
  
2. Explain and apply the sociological imagination as defined by C. Wright Mills.  
  
3. Identify and describe key theoretical perspectives in sociology, including functionalism, 
conflict, and interactionism. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each perspective relative 
to a variety of social situational circumstances.  
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4. Identify and analyze prominent classic theorists in sociology, such as Karl Marx, Max Weber, 
and Emile Durkheim, as well as contemporary theorists, such as Peter Berger, George Ritzer, 
and Talcott Parsons and their contributions to the field of sociology.  
  
5. Identify the six steps in the scientific method and distinguish between qualitative and 
quantitative research methods.  
  
6. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of research methodologies sociologists use to 
gather and analyze data.  
  
7. Articulate dimensions of material and nonmaterial culture, including norms, values, and 
symbols.  
  
8. Classify and define micro and macro elements of social structure, including status, role, 
social groups, organizations, and institutions.  
  
9. Identify agents of socialization and describe the process of socialization throughout the life 
course. Explain the “nature vs. nurture” debate and assess socialization theories of human 
development.  
  
10. Define deviance and social control. Identify and apply theories used to explain deviant 
behavior.  
  
11. Demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts relating to social stratification and 
inequality.  
  
12. Describe major social institutions and evaluate their impact on individuals and groups in 
American society. Discuss historical and contemporary changes in these institutions. 
 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

SLO#1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives- Students will demonstrate an understanding of 
the purpose of theoretical perspectives and apply sociological perspectives such as 
functionalism, conflict theory, and interactionism to social scenarios.  

SLO#2 Sociological Concepts- Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of 
sociological concepts, such as social structure, culture, socialization, deviance, and social 
stratification by applying them to social scenarios. 

 
 

ADA Statement 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor.  A student with a disability, 
who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 
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herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center.  To make arrangements for 
academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Special Resource Center Website:  Special Resource Center Website or 
https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/  

Special Resource Center Phone:  310.660.3295 
 

 

Required Readings 

Kendall, Diana.  Sociology in Our Times, 10th or 11th ed.  United States:  Cengage. 
10th edition:  ISBN 978-1-285-46023-9 
11th edition:  ISBN 978-1-305-50309-0 

  
Time and Technological Commitments 

This is an on-line class, starting on 8.27.16 and ending on 12.16.16. 

You should expect to spend an average of 5-7 hours per week on classroom reading 
assignments, module activities, discussions or quizzes, and other assignments and exams as they 
arise.  This course is fully online and no additional on-campus attendance is required.  

•  Minimum Technical Requirements and Technology Skills are critical for your success in this 
class. 

  

 
 

Course Requirements 

Students will be evaluated on the following:   

1) weekly assignments (for example, each week you will work on one of the following types of 
assignments:  discussions, concept illustrations, quizzes 

2) SLO quiz  

3) three exams 

In order to receive full credit for assignments, assignments must be turned in by the due date 
specified.  Due dates will not be extended under any circumstances.  If an assignment is turned 
in late, it will be deducted by 10% each day it is turned in late.  There will be NO MAKEUP 
exams unless a formal document (e.g. doctor’s note) can be provided validating your absence on 

https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/
https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/
http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/facultyresources/files/TechReqSkills.pdf
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an exam date.  In the event of a verifiable absence on an exam date, a different exam will be 
written and administered. 

 
 

Course Requirements: Quizzes 

You will be given quizzes that consist of multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blank, matching 
questions OR you will be given a question that requires you to write a brief response to gauge 
your understanding of the class material (including class lectures, discussions, and reading 
assignments).  The quiz will be based on themes from that week’s discussion.  Most often, the 
quiz will be based on the reading material.  If the writing prompt does not directly pertain to the 
reading(s), then at the very least, you will be expected to draw on the readings to support your 
discussion.  Thus, reading the assigned readings is imperative.  

Your grade on these quizzes will depend on how many correct answers you provide.  If the quiz 
requires a written response, it will be graded credit/no credit.  Once a grade of credit or no-
credit has been given, your score will be transferred to a 10 point scale.  If you receive credit, 
you will receive the full 10 points.  If you receive no-credit you will receive 0 points.  If you 
receive half-credit, you will receive 5 points.  

You will be given approximately 10-20 minutes to complete the quiz and each quiz will remain 
open for approximately one week. 

  

 
 

Course Requirements: Focus Discussion Questions 

As a weekly assignment for some of the modules, a focus discussion question will be posed and 
you will be expected to post a response to the question and respond to at least one or two of 
your classmates posts (some assignments ask you to respond to one of your classmates and 
some assignments ask you to respond to two of your classmates).  Your responses must draw on 
class concepts and materials, be thoughtful, and follow classroom rules and netiquette.  The 
discussion questions and posts will be one of the primary ways for us to build a sense of 
community in our class.  These discussion will also provide you with a good opportunity to talk 
out some of your ideas, thoughts, reactions to the material for that week and these discussion 
will provide one way for me to assess your knowledge and understanding of the class material. 

 
 

Course Requirements: Concept Illustrations 

For some of your weekly assignments, you will be asked to demonstrate your knowledge of a 
particular concept by providing some sort of audio or visual display.  First, you will be provided 
a concept to illustrate.  Next, you will briefly describe the concept, and upload an audio or 
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visual display that illustrates that concept.  Third you will briefly describe how your illustration 
provides a good example of the assigned concept.  This will all occur in the 'Discussion and 
Private Messages' tab and the instructions will be clearly laid out for you.  Finally, you will 
explain how your audio and/or visual display illustrates the concept.  The audio or visual 
display can include (but is not limited to) bar graphs, charts, photographs, paintings, drawings, 
poems, song lyrics, memes, lego creations.   

 
 

Course Requirements: Exams 

There will be three exams in this course.  Exams may consist of true/false, matching, multiple 
choice, short answer and/or essay questions.  If an emergency arises, you will be required to 
provide documentation (e.g. doctor’s note) to verify the reason preventing you from taking the 
exam.  Exams will remain open for approximately three days and you will have approximately 
one hour to complete the exam. 

 
 

Course Points and Grade Details 

Scores for the assignments will be posted to the Gradebook for you to view and keep track of 
for the duration of the course.  The following are the point amounts assigned to each course 
requirement. 

  
Assignments   Points             
                    
SLO Quiz     20 points             
Exam #1     30 points             
Exam #2     30 points             
Exam #3     40 points             
Weekly 
Assignments   

300 points (weekly assignments = quiz, discussion, or 
concept illustration) 

                    
Total Points   420 points           
                    
                    
Final Grade Cutoff 
Table               

                    
Percent   Points   Grade           
90 and up   378 and up A           
80   336 to 377 B           
70   294 to335 C           
60   252 to 293 D           
59 and down 251 and less F           
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Course Policies: Netiquette 

Ground Rules: 

• Be constructive and productive 
• Ask questions 
• Contribute replies 
• Be kind and supportive 
• Remember that mistakes are learning opportunities 
• Have BIG FUN!  

General Rules for Management: 

• Keep your posts short - one to two paragraphs. 
• Keep one topic/question per post - don't mix topics. 
• Avoid getting into philosophical questions about tool behavior. 
• Let's focus on learning how the tools work - not how they could work. 
• No aside dialogue within the topics. Click on PM and talk to each other. 
• Focus on coming up with good uses of the tools for learning. 
• Keep your posts short - one to two paragraphs. 
• It is normal to feel lost. ASK lots of questions. 
• Keep one topic/question per post - don't mix topics. 

  
 

Course Policies: Communication 

Communication: Email is the official form of communication for all of my classes.  It is the 
easiest way for you to reach me and for me to get in touch with you.  I will send email regularly 
to your El Camino email address.  Be sure you check it regularly or have your college email 
forwarded to your primary email address.  When you have questions, it is a good idea to first 
check your syllabus to see if the answer can be found there.  Next, you could pose the question 
to your classmates in the Discussion Folder titled, 'General Questions.'  You could also try 
posing questions in the chat room if you see other users present.  Please allow 24 hours for me 
to respond to your email messages.  If you do not hear a response from me within 24 hours, 
please email me again.  If you email me on a Friday or a Saturday, response time may be 
delayed.  In that case, please give me 48 hours before email me a second time. 
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Course Policies: Instructor Initiated Drops 

Drop Policy:  It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw officially from a course.  However, 
due to enrollment demand, a student may be dropped by the instructor when he/she does not 
appear at the first class meeting. 

Students are expected to attend class regularly.  Students whose absences who exceed 10% of 
the scheduled class meeting times may be dropped by the instructor. 

 
 

Course Policies: Academic Integrity 

Academic Integrity:  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and cases will be treated 
seriously, including an automatic “0” on the assignment.  If I find cheating or plagiarism of any 
sort you will get a zero and an incident report may be filed with the Dean of Students regarding 
the incident. Quizzes and exams will be open note/book. 

 
 

Course Policies: Late Assignments 

Late Assignments:  In order to receive full credit for assignments, assignments must be turned in 
by the due date specified.  Due dates will not be extended under any circumstances.  If an 
assignment is turned in late, it will be deducted by 10% each day it is turned in late.  I am pretty 
lenient with due dates and allow ample time to complete assignments by leaving assignments 
open and accessible for a generous amount of time (e.g. one week for quizzes, discussion, and a 
few days for exams).  However, it is your responsibility to KEEP TRACK OF DUE 
DATES! 

 
 

A Final Caveat 

**I reserve the right to make amendments in assignments, exams, policies, and other 

components of this syllabus should the need arise at any point in the semester.   
 


