
Anthropology 3           Introduction to Archaeology - Fall 2016           Dr. Blair Gibson 
Office Art B 330 D      Office hrs: MW 1:00-2:00 PM; TuTh 8:15-9:15 AM; Fri. 1:10-2:10 PM 

Phone: (310) 532-3670 x 3580                                            email: dbgibson@elcamino.edu                                        
                  Faculty web page: www.elcamino.edu/faculty/dbgibson/anthro3 
 

Course Description: This course is a survey of the history, ideas, issues, and research 
methodologies within the field of archaeology. Students will be introduced to basic 
techniques of archaeological data analysis. 
  
3 units; 3 hours lecture Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A Credit, Degree Applicable 
Transfer CSU, UC  

 
Textbook: Archaeology, 6th ed., Renfrew and Bahn; 5th ed. is ok too. 
 
 
   Course resources: Syllabi, study guides and other handouts and Powerpoint lectures  
    can be viewed on the class web page, accessed through my faculty index page. A copy of 
    the textbook is on reserve in the library in the reserve reading area. The instructor can also  
    lend earlier editions of the book to students in need. 
 
 

Course Objectives 
1) Describe the history of the field of archaeology starting from its origins in 16th century 
antiquarianism in Europe.  

2) Distinguish between the humanistic and scientific paradigms of research within archaeology 
and between the archaeological traditions of Europe and the United States.  

3) Identify and critically assess the major theoretical schools of the past and present which have 
had an impact upon archaeological research.  

4) Recognize the role played by the analysis of formal attributes in artifact seriation and the 
principles of frequency seriation. Evaluate the applications and accuracy of dendrochronology 
and radiocarbon dating.  

5) Enumerate the stages of a typical program of archaeological research.  

6) Contrast the kinds of data produced by field survey and excavation, and identify the kinds of 
studies for which these data may be appropriate.  

7) Explain remote sensing techniques currently used for site reconnaissance and feature 
detection.  

8) Describe the common techniques of manufacture, decoration, and patterns of use of 
prehistoric pottery. Describe the processes which lead to the production of terra cotta, 
earthenware, glazed pottery, and porcelain.  

9) Assess the means by which archaeologists reconstruct the components of past environments 
such as temperature, precipitation, floral and faunal communities.  

10) Discuss the relationship between social complexity and other aspects of past societies.  

11) Recognize the limitations and potential of the archaeological record for reconstructing 
prehistoric religious systems.  

12) Delineate the problems associated with using ethnohistorical and historical sources of 
information and recognize the potential of ethnographic analogy.  

13) Evaluate the factors leading to the domestication of plants and animals in the Old World. 
Describe the effects that domestication had on the biology of plants and animals.  



14) Identify the common classes of lithic material from which prehistoric peoples fashioned 
tools. Differentiate between ground stone and chipped stone tools. Contrast Lower Paleolithic 
with Upper Paleolithic lithic manufacturing technologies.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes: SLO #1 Radiocarbon dating: In a multiple choice 

exam, students will demonstrate a familiarity with different aspects of the radiocarbon 

dating technique by answering correctly questions concerned with 1) the nature of 

unstable isotopes, 2) what a half-life measures, 3) an awareness of the difference between 

conventional dating and dating by use of a linear accelerator, and 4) an understanding of 

the calibration of radiocarbon dates. SLO #2 Remote Sensing: In a multiple choice and 

matching questions type objective exam, students will demonstrate an understanding of 

the techniques of remote sensing in archaeology including aerial photography, 

electrical resistivity, use of a proton magnetometer, ground penetrating radar, and photos 

taken by satellites. SLO #3 Sample Sherds: In a two page report, students will 

demonstrate an understanding of the process of pre-modern pottery making. The report 

will document their findings from the examination of sample sherds from archaeological 

contexts. In the report they will correctly recognize the mineral make-up of the paste 

and slip, identify the steps the pottery went through to form the vessels, indentify the 

firing environment and its effects on the paste, identify the likely forms of the vessel, and 

identify the functions of the vessels. 
************************ 

     ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 
accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the 
instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 
accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 
Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 
Special Resources Center. 

    
 

 

Course requirements 

 
Course requirements: 2 labs, 3 quizzes, 2 midterms and a final exam 
 
Grade weighting:    Exams and quizzes 70% , Labs 30% 
Points breakdown: Exam 1: 65 pts., exam 2: 65 pts., final exam 65 pts., Quiz 1: 15 pts.,  
Quiz 2: 20 pts, Dating Quiz 10 pts. Labs 50 pts. ea.,     
 
The tests and quizzes: These are multiple choice and are non-cumulative. You will have to 
bring a Scantron form (882-E) to the exams and the quizzes. The tests cover the information 
from the lectures, text, labs, and films that will be shown. Under no conditions will I ever 
administer an exam prior to the published date to a student. 
 
       When a test or quiz is handed back, you may evaluate your performance against a scale 
provided by the instructor. This scale will originate with the highest score that was achieved 
by the class, and descend from that in 10% increments. Periodic cumulative scales will also 
be provided, called “progress reports.” Scores may also be accessed via Gradebook but don’t 



pay attention to the Semester Grade that is displayed until the end of term when all of the 
scores are in. 
 
Extra Credit: There will be many opportunities to earn extra credit in this class. See 
guidelines for details. No extra credit presentations or written submissions will be allowed 
during the last two weeks of class. A student will be barred from doing any extra credit work 
if the total number of unexcused absences and tardies exceeds 2 week’s worth of instruction, 
and if any sort of absences totals three weeks. The cap on extra credit points is 45. 
 
Make-ups: Exams may only be made up under the following conditions: 1) The reason for 
missing the exam is a serious crisis or a school-sanctioned activity, and in either case is 
documentable. A family vacation is not a serious crisis. 2) The instructor has been 
contacted on the day of the crisis or before, and 3) documentation of the problem is 
furnished to me prior to taking the make-up. Make-ups may only be taken in my office 
during my office hours or other times that I am available. I will not hand back exams until 
make-ups have been completed, and I will delay handing back an exam only one class 
meeting to accommodate make-ups. No make-ups will be permitted on the final exam. The 
syllabus quiz cannot be made up. You will not be allowed to make up the second quiz if you 
have missed it due to being late to class.  
 
Labs: Students carry out the lab procedures with partners, but are individually responsible 
for the write-ups and graphs. Thirty points of the lab grade are for participation. 
Participation is very important in order for the lab to be carried out on schedule, and for the 
resulting data to be equally shared. 10 points will be deducted for every day a student is 
absent from a lab. It is the student's responsibility to sign in on a sign-up sheet on a lab day. 
Students will still earn participation points even if no lab report is turned in. The lab write-
ups are due on the Tuesday of the week following the completion of the in-class work. They 
cannot be submitted electronically. Grammar, spelling, and organization will figure into the 
grading of the labs.  
 

*****Please acquaint me with any special problems you might have at the 

beginning, rather than at the end of the semester****** 
 

Standards of Student Behavior 

 
Student responsibilities: Full participation is expected from the participants in this course. 
This responsibility entails attending class meetings, attending lab sessions, turning in work 
punctually, and reading the assigned materials. There are consequences for not living up to 
these responsibilities: 
 
  Late assignments - I drop a lab by the point equivalent of a single grade (10%) for every 
class meeting it is late before I grade it. The implication is that all points for a lab report will 
have been lost after the passage of four class meetings (participation points are unaffected). 
Mechanical problems with text production and unexcused absences will not defer penalties. I 
will not accept late work during finals week. 
   
 



  “Lost” assignments - My operative assumption is that I don't lose assignments. If it 
is claimed that I have lost a student’s work the following procedure is followed: 1) I will 
request that the student immediately produce a back-up photocopy of the assignment in 
question within 24 hours of the request. 2) A search is made of my office, car, and home for 
the student’s original work. If the original is not found, 3) I retain the backup until the very 
end of the semester. At the end of the semester I look over the student’s record of 
attendance and assignment completion. If the student’s class attendance and work 
submission record is irregular, or the student's backup looks fishy, then I conclude that I 
have been lied to, and that my time has been wasted in a futile search. Not only do I throw 
the “backup” into the trash can, but I will also erase all of the student’s extra credit points 
from my records. The student assumes responsibility for the fate of any assignments 
purportedly shoved under my door, placed in my box, or shoved in may hand in any other 
venue other than the classroom.  
 
Attendance – I take attendance at the beginning of class. It is the responsibility of the 
student who arrives after roll has been taken to make their presence known to the instructor 
at the end of class. This has to be done on the day of the tardy, as I will not make 
adjustments to my attendance log retroactively. Being late or leaving class early on a lecture 
day is never OK. Students who leave a lecture before the end of the period will be 
counted as absent.    
 
Absences – Even though ten points (per day) will be deducted for an absence from a lab, 
students will receive participation points for a lab even if no lab report is handed in. 
Excessive absences from class meetings will figure into my grading at the end of term if the 
grade score is borderline (within 3% of the upper boundary). I consider cumulative 
unexcused absences exceeding a week to be excessive, in line with college policy. In 
borderline situtations students will be promoted to the higher grade level if their 
absence/tardy total is not excessive.  
 
Tablets, laptop computers and cell phones: The use of these devices is not allowed 
during the class period with the exception of labs, when students can use tablets and laptops. 
Anyone found to be using a cell phone during a class period will be asked to leave 
the class for the day. If a student leaves for the bathroom carrying a cell phone, I assume 
that the student is disrupting class in order to place a call and will be disciplined – so don’t 
take your cell phone to the bathroom.   
 
Unrighteous behavior – this is behavior that is disruptive, and is frequently associated with 
academic failure: 1) leave the classroom while lecture is in progress, and for added effect, 
cross directly in front of me to make sure I lose my train of thought. If you do this I will 
give you an unexcused absence for the day 2) talk to your neighbor or sleep while lecture 
is in progress. 3) take a cell phone call in class during lecture 4) play games on your cell 
phone or text message while class is in progress. There are consequences if you use your cell 
phone in class, or if you leave on a purported bathroom visit with a cell phone. If you do 
this you will be asked to leave the classroom for the period. These are all effective ways 
of communicating to me your interest level in the class, and your respect for me as a teacher. 
These are also behaviors that are highly correlated with failure.   
 
Cheating: I don't fool around with those who cheat. Cheating includes copying off another's 



test, copying another student's assignment, or lifting material from a source, including the 
text or the internet, without proper acknowledgement (plagerism). Learn the consequences 
at your peril! 
 
 Drops - Generally speaking, I will automatically drop anyone with 1 ½ -2 consecutive 
week's worth of absences. However, oversights occur, so ultimately it is the responsibility of 
the student to withdraw from the class if the student wishes to do so.  
 
 Incompletes - an incomplete will only be given to a student caught in the throes of a crisis 
not related to class performance.  
 
 Grade Reporting – All scores will be posted on Gradebook, both during the semester, and 
at the end. Don’t pay attention to Gradebook’s projection of the final semester grade until 
the end of term. It will invariably project a failing grade until after the final exam score has 
been entered. 
 
Letters of Recommendation: I will not agree to write a letter of recommendation for a 
student who has not completed a course with me. Better letters generally result from the 
student having had several courses with me. If a student would have gotten a C grade in a 
course, but received an A or B due to completing extra credit work, the letter will reflect 
these facts. 
 

*****If you have any special problems, circumstances, or 

pressures please discuss them with me as soon as you can, 

not at the end of the term!****************************** 

 
Week    Lecture Sequence and Readings 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(1)  What do archaeologists do?                                                                         Introduction 
     Areas of archaeological research and careers in the field.       Chpt. 15: pp. 556;  
        Chpt. 16 
  
(2)  A brief history of the field and a survey of theoretical schools                               Chpt. 1 
 within modern archaeology.            (See also Chpt. 12 for details)  
 
(3)  Tuesday September 13th – quiz on class policies in the syllabus. 
 
      History of archaeology II. 
 
(4) Quiz on the history of archaeology Tuesday September 20th (at the end of the class 
period)  
 
       Dating techniques                                                                                                Chpt. 4 
 
(5 & 6)  Dating Quiz Tuesday October 4th 
      The methodologies of archaeology: research design, survey and sampling.            Chpt. 3 



      
(7)   Tuesday October 10th, Exam 1 
 
  The methodologies of archaeology: the archaeological record,                          Chpts. 2 & 3 

remote sensing, and excavation                              
 
(8)    Lab #1 The dirt lab Bring in a dirt sample!                    Chpts. 6 & 13 
 
(9)   The reconstruction of past environments and landscapes               Chpt. 6  
 
(10)  You are what you eat: the recovery and interpretation of food remains        Chpt. 7  
       See also Chpt.13 pp. 495-500 
   
(11)   Tuesday November 8th Midterm 2 
 
(11, 12 &13) Lab # 2 Prehistoric technologies: ceramics incl. glass              Chpt. 8: 332-336 
 
(13)  Prehistoric technologies: lithics                                                            Chpt. 8: 307-322 
 
(14)  Archeometallurgy             Chpt. 8: 337-346  
 
(15)  History, ethnohistory, ethnoarchaeology, and social archaeology          Chpt. 5      
                                Chpt. 13, pp. 500-504 
(16)   The recovery of religion                                                                                    Chpt. 10 
 
(16)     Final exam on Thursday December 15th  


