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Fall 2016 
 

Ethnic Studies 1 
Introduction to Ethnic Studies (Section # 2281) 

T/Th: 9:30 am- 10:55 am 

SOCS 209 

Instructor: Hong Herrera Thomas 

 

Dear Students, 

Welcome to the Behavioral and Social Science (BSS) Learning 

Community.  The theme for our learning community, “Seeking 

Justice,” centers on contemporary social justice issues as it has 

unfolded in United States society and how it has historically 

impacted marginalized communities.  As we begin to unpack 

systemic problems in our community through an 

interdisciplinary lens, we will begin the important work of 

conceptualizing potential remedies and implementation 

strategies in our community.  In this class large thematically 

topics will cover race, class, gender, sexuality, and disability.  I 

hope you enjoy the course! 

Best, 

Professor Hong 

 

Course Description 

This course provides a multidisciplinary introduction and analysis of 

ethnic groups in the United States. Various theories and 

perspectives will be examined to better comprehend the effects 

of institutional racism, marginalization, socio-economic and 

political discrimination, and ethnocentrism on American ethnic 

and racial groups. 

Required Readings 

Tanya Maria Golash-Boza, Race and Racism: A Critical Approach.  

ISBN: 9780199920013 

And articles posted on myetudes.org 

 

Contact Info:  

Email: 

hherrera@elcamino.edu 

Phone:  

(310) 660-3593 ext. 3756 

 

Office Hours:  

M/T/W/Th: 7:15 am-7:45 am                   

(SOCS 209)  

          

M/W: 12:45 pm-1:15 pm  

(SOCS 209) 

 

T/Th: 11:00 am-Noon  

(SOCS 110) 

 

 

 

mailto:hherrera@elcamino.edu
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Course Objectives 

1. Define and assess the concepts of race and ethnicity in 

American society. 

 2. Apply theoretical frameworks of race relations to past and 

present issues in American society.  

3. Compare and contrast the major demographic patterns of 

immigrant groups who entered the United States.  

4. Examine the concepts of religion and gender identity and 

compare and contrast the influences on various American ethnic 

groups.  

5. Outline and discuss the major historical and political 

developments that have influenced and affected specific ethnic 

communities within the United States.  

6. Assess how attitudes and behaviors of mainstream society are 

affected by social factors such as ethnicity, religion, and cultural 

differences.  

7. Evaluate factors which may influence assimilation of ethnic 

minorities into the mainstream culture.  

8. Examine contributions of ethnic groups to mainstream society.  

9. Identify and evaluate how ethnic groups have coped with 

cultural conflict, institutional racism, marginalization, social-

economic-political discrimination and ethnocentrism.  

10. Evaluate the changing role of government policy with regards 

to the determination of immigrant status in the United States.  

11. Compare and contrast the experiences of European, Asian, 

African and Latin American immigrants in the United States in 

relation to stratification and assimilation. 

 

  

 

 

Student Learning 

Outcomes 

Analyze Ethnic Minority 
Interactions in American 

Society: 

Upon completion of 
Introduction to Ethnic Studies, 

students will be able to 
develop and persuasively 

argue a thesis in a written 
assignment that applies 

interdisciplinary theoretical 
frameworks to analyze 
socioeconomic and political 

factors that confront ethnic 
minorities as they interact in 

American society. 

Challenges in this 

Course 

1. Sensitivity of the topics 
discussed. 

 
2. May challenge your 

perspective. 
 

3. Experience of ranges of 
emotions.  
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Title IX Employee Reporting Obligations: 

El Camino College is committed to protecting the safety of 

our students. If you have been a victim of 

misconduct/assault (including experiences of sexual 

harassment, sexual assault, stalking and intimate partner 

violence), help is available. You can: 

1)     Speak with an instructor. By law, faculty must report to 

the Office of Staff and Student Diversity any information 

about sexual or gender-based misconduct shared by 

students in person, via electronic communication and/or in 

classroom papers or homework exercises. Once an 

incident has been reported you can decide whether to 

cooperate with the investigation. 

2)     Speak with a psychologist at Student Health. This 

assistance is free and confidential – psychologists are not 

required to report to the Office of Staff and Student 

Diversity. To schedule an appointment, call the Student 

Health Center at 310.660.3643 or visit their 

website: http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health/ 

3)     Contact the Office of Staff and Student Diversity at 

310.660.3813 or visit their website for more information 

about resources on and off campus: 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/hr/diversity/ 

 

Student Resources and Student Success Act: 

Student Resources: Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College 

resources to help you succeed include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and 

services for designated groups, such as veterans and students with disabilities. For a 

comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support Programs, 

visit:http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 

Student Success Act: New state regulations may affect your eligibility for financial aid, your 

registration priority, and your ability to repeat classes.  For more information, 

visit:http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf.  After completing 

15 units or prior to the end of the third semester, all students must declare a major and complete a 

comprehensive educational plan. Schedule an appointment to see a counselor for an up-to-date 

educational plan by visiting: https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp. 

 

ADA Statement 

 El Camino College is 

committed to providing 

educational accommodations 

for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the 

student to the instructor. A 

student with a disability, who 

would like to request an 

academic accommodation, is 

responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor 

and to the Special Resources 

Center. To make arrangements 

for academic 

accommodations, contact the 

Special Resource Center at 

(310) 660-3295. 

https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=bAmazDo35re06DIp6J5MYfrRhAlUSkDCwelJZ_eZjW67sdZruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAHMAdAB1AGQAZQBuAHQAcwBlAHIAdgBpAGMAZQBzAC8AaABlAGEAbAB0AGgALwA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fhealth%2f
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=mqROlzQZRvymprDMH3Oj6PyzngcaHNRCI92EMchgTN8dE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAGgAcgAvAGQAaQB2AGUAcgBzAGkAdAB5AC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fhr%2fdiversity%2f
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=WXjUy0ifLO00OMjRoGz8GsLOtK-J0q-XYjkgt-RXcTEdE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBBAFIAUwBQAC4AcABkAGYA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fARSP.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=L_sPc8U-Sbgx-Lijt4CaomW1V3OE8UEyT0pq9JFmhuodE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBTADMAUABGADEANQAuAHAAZABmAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fS3PF15.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=8vMFpAJ1FLAHlR2MUxBIOz4aUq47sQjSk3oGfZo8CFUdE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB3AHcAdwAuAGUAbABjAGEAbQBpAG4AbwAuAGUAZAB1AC8AcwB0AHUAZABlAG4AdABzAGUAcgB2AGkAYwBlAHMALwBjAG8ALwBhAHAAcABvAGkAbgB0AG0AZQBuAHQAcwAuAGEAcwBwAA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fco%2fappointments.asp
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Course Materials/Submission of Assignments 

Supplemental materials, lectures, handouts, and course syllabi will 

be posted on myetudes.org.   

Logging in to Etudes is simple and easy. 

1. Have your user id and password ready. 

2. Your user id is your first name, underscore, last name. This 
should all be in lower case and no spaces. For example, the 

username for Francis S. Key is francis_key. Your initial password 
has four characters based on your birth month and your birth 

date. For example, August 1 is 0801. 
3. Open a browser. Firefox works best with Etudes. (download 

Firefox)  Internet Explorer may be used.  Safari will not work 
with some Etudes functions. 

4. In the address bar, type myetudes.org and press Enter. You 
will be taken to the Etudes Login Page. 

5. In the upper-right hand corner, type your user id and 
password. Then, click the Login button. 

Your Responsibilities 

1. Arrive to class on time and stay for the entire class period. Being 

on time is a very important component of a college class.  If 

you are not present when attendance recording has been 

completed you will be marked absent.  If you are marked 

absent more than three times in the course of a semester, you 

may be dropped from the course.  Please email me or see me 

if you feel your absence should be excused.   

2. Complete readings before class. 

3. Timely submission of assignments. 

4. Refrain for using electronic devices in class—includes texting, 

recording, and taking pictures. 

5. Participate, ask questions, and be active in the learning 

process. 

6. Listen, be respectful, do not make comments personal, and do 

not take things personally.   

 

**Failure to adhere to the above may result in disciplinary action as outlined in the following: 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

 

 

Academic Honesty 

 
It is the responsibility of all 

members of the academic 
community to behave in a 

manner which encourages 
learning and promotes honesty 

and to act with fairness toward 
others.  Students should not 

seek an unfair advantage over 
other students when 

completing an assignment, 
taking an examination, or 

engaging in any other kind of 
academic activity. 
 

If students are suspected of 
cheating, one or all of the 

following may happen: 
 

1. Students will receive a 
zero on the assignment 

without the opportunity 
to make up points. 

2.  Students will be reported 
as outlined in the Student 

Code of Conduct. 
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Grading  

Writing Assignments 

All writing assignments are submitted electronically through Etudes 

and NO hard copies need to be turned in.  You can find the link to 

submit them under the tab, “Assignments, Test, and Surveys.”  

Grades and comments can be accessed through Etudes.   

 

Reaction Paper 

 

There will be two reaction papers worth 25 points each.  They are 

to be 1-2 pages or 250-500 words long.  The prompt will be 

discussed in class and posted on Etudes.   

 

My Perspective Project 

 

The My Perspective Project is a poster that will display elements of 

who you are.  What is important to you, your culture, religion, 

beliefs, hopes, history, interest, values, and community.  You will 

create a collages of these things and bring to class for a 

presentation.  We will have a walking gallery in the class and then 

you will have 5 minutes to share your poster with the class.  The 

poster is worth 25 points and the presentation will be worth 25 

points.  

 

Participation 

 

I expect you to come to class having read the materials and 

prepared to discuss.  Participation is worth 25 points.  

Late Work 

No late work is accepted without consent of instructor.  

  

 

Grading Scale 

A: 350-315 

B: 314-280 

C: 279-245 

D: 244-210 

F: 209-0 

 

Readings 

 
You will be required to do all 
the reading assigned in this 

course. Some of the 
materials will be very easy to 

understand and others you 
may struggle with.  Much of 

your learning will be done 
outside of class, I will 

facilitate the direction and 
clarify concepts.  But the 

work of learning is your 
responsibility.  Please do your 

part and I will meet you half 
way.   
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Research Project Website 

 

Introduction: 

You will create a website this semester that addresses a social problem in 

the United States today.  The topic will be of your choosing with the 

approval of the instructor.   

Task: 

Once you have identify you topic, the project will be broken down into 10 

separate assignments that will be turned into Etudes.  The finish project 

will be presented to the class as a website the last week of the semester.  

The project will be worth 175 points: 

Logistics:  

There are a number of sites that allows you to web build without coding 

and are free.  I suggest you use wix.com or weebly.com if you do not 

have experience.  Remember, that this is an academic project, keep the 

content professional and refrain from posting personal materials such as 

your phone number and address.   

Website Components: 

 

1. Creation of link and topic: (10 points) The creation of the link and 

submission of the topic will be submitted through Etudes.  You will give 

me a list of 3 possible topics and the link you have created.  You must 

“publish” your site in order for me to view the page.   

2. “About Me”: (10 points) This is a 250 word biography of you and your 

interest in the topic.  Please keep this professional and formal, remember 

this is not social media.  Do not forget to proof read, write in complete 

sentences, and make sure what you write is coherent. Include a photo of 

yourself.   

 

 

 

  

Due Dates 

1. Link and topic: 9/23 

2. About Me: 9/30 

3. Introduction: 10/14 

4. History: 10/28   

5. Importance: 11/4 

6. Call to Action: 11/11 

7. Resources: 11/18  

8. 3 media clips/links: 11/25 

9. 10 pictures/images: 12/2 

10. Class presentation: 12/13 

 

 

Assignment Goals 
1. Foster writing and critical 

thinking skills 

2. Application of course ideas 

and themes to 

contemporary realities 

3. Move from a problem 

based focus to a solution 

based approach 

4. Develop academic research 

skills 

5. Incorporate technology into 

the classroom 

6. Improve time management 

skills 

7. Improve oral 

communication 
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3. Introduction to the Topic: (15 points) This is a general 

overview/summary of your topic and should be at least 250 

words.  Give the reader an understanding of what your topic is, 

why it is important, and the goal of your website. For example, is 

your website trying to share knowledge and create a community 

to implement a particular strategy?  Keep in mind, if the reader 

does not understand the significance or sees the identification of a 

viable solution, it is not likely they will continue to view your 

website.  Knowledge alone does not propel change, it may ignite 

a desire, but without an action plan, it often falls short of 

addressing the larger problem.   

 

4. History: (30 points) This is the meat of your research.  You 

must trace the origin of your problem, how it has been rooted in 

our society, how it has been maintained, and how it impacts 

society today.  This section should be around 500-750 words long.  It should also contain a works cited page.  

Please do not plagiarize by cutting and pasting or paraphrasing without giving credit to the source.  A simple 

parenthetical citation will be sufficient with a works reference section at the end.  I expect you to use a variety 

of academic sources that include books, scholarly journal articles, and creditable websites.  Please do not use 

Wikipedia, about.com, and ask.com for example.  Any use of questionable sites will be given a zero.  When in 

doubt, ask.   

 

5.   Importance/Relevance/link to local and global community: (20 points) This section outlines why this topic 

is relevant and important and should be 250 words long.   

 

6. “Call to Action”/ Proposed solutions: (25 points) This should be 250 words long.  What is your call to 

action?  What do you want people to do?  What are your proposed solutions?  Give a breakdown of individual, 

community, nationally, and globally action.  Make sure that the proposed solutions on the individual levels are 

ones in which you, yourself are willing to participate.   

 

7. Resources: (15 points) These are places that people can receive help, gain more information, resources if 

they are impacted by this issue.  There should be at least 3 resources.   

 

8. 3 media clips/links:  (15 points) Please include 3 relevant media clips and videos.  

 

9. 10 pictures/images: (10 points) Please include at least 10 pictures you will use on your site.  

 

10. Presentation:  (25 points) You will be given 5 minutes to share your website to the class.  Please do not 

read from your site, but give us a brief understanding of the topic, impact, and solutions.  
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Tentative Reading Schedule 

Date     Readings   Due 

Week 1 

8/30 

9/1 

The History of the Idea of 

Race; pgs. 3-33. 

 

Week 2 

9/6 

9/8 

Race and Citizenship 

From the 1840s to the 

1920s; pgs. 35-61. 

Reaction #1: Due 9/8 

Week 3 

9/13 

9/15 (Library Workshop 

@ 10:00 am) 

Racial Ideologies from the 

1920s to the Present; pgs. 

63-91. 

 

Week 4 

9/20 

9/22 

The Spread of Ideology: 

“Controlling Images” and 

Racism in the Media; pgs. 

93-119. 

Website: Creation of Link 

and Topic: Due 9/23 

Week 5 

9/27 

9/29 

Colorism and Skin-Color 

Stratification; pgs. 121-

145. 

Website: About Me: Due 

9/30 

Week 6 

10/4 

10/6 

White Privilege and the 

Changing U.S. Racial 

Hierarchy; pgs. 147-175.  

In Class Writing #1 

Week 7 

10/11 

10/13 

Understanding Racial 

Inequality Today: 

Sociological Theories of 

Racism; pgs. 177-203. 

Website: Introduction to 

Topic: Due: 10/14 

Week 8 

10/18 

10/20 

Educational Inequality; 

pgs. 205-233. 
My Perspective Project 

(Due In Class) 10/20 

Week 9 

10/25 

10/27 

Income and Labor Market 

Inequality; pgs. 235-265. 

Website: History: Due: 

10/28 

Week 10 

11/1 

11/3 

Inequality in Housing and 

Wealth; pgs. 267-291. 

Website: Importance: Due: 

11/4 

Week 11 

11/8 (ELECTION DAY!) 

11/10 

 

Racism and the Criminal 

Justice System; pgs. 293-

323. 

Website: “Call to Action: 

Due: 11/11 

Week 12 

11/15 

11/17 

Health Inequalities, 

Environmental Racism, 

and Environmental Justice; 

pgs. 325-353. 

Website: Resources: 11/18  

In Class Writing #2 

Week 13 

11/22 

11/24 (NO CLASS) 

Racism, Nativism, and 

Immigration Policy; pgs. 

355-387. 

Website: 3 media clips: 

Due: 11/25 
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Week 14 

11/29 

12/1 

Racial Justice in the 

United States Today; pgs. 

389-413. 

Website: 10 pictures: Due: 

12/2 

Week 15 

12/6 

12/8 

Thinking Globally: Race 

and Racism in France, 

South Africa, and Brazil; 

pgs. 415-441. 

 

Week 16 

12/13 

12/15 

 Presentation (12/13) 

Reaction #2: Due 12/15 

 

 


