
 1 

T. J. Keville             310-660-3593, ext. 4379 
El Camino College               tkeville@elcamino.edu 
Fall 2016    
History 102, U.S. History from 1877 to the Present 
Section 2365 11:15am to 12:40pm, WF, SOCS 119 
 
Course Overview:  In order to fully understand the United States and its culture 
today, an appreciation of the past is essential.  This course will begin with 1877 and 
continue to the present day.  The semester begins with an examination of rapid 
industrialization, increased immigration, western expansion and economic growth 
and contraction.  Next, we turn our attention to a broad reform movement and 
America’s participation in World Wars and their effects.  America was transformed 
after 1945 and we will look at the many economic, social, cultural and political 
changes that took place. 
 
Required Texts:  David Emory Shi and George Brown Tindall, America:  A Narrative 
History Brief 10th edition Volume 2.  (Norton, 2016).  Referred to as America. 
 
 
 
History 102 (formerly History 1B) United States History from 1877 to the Present 3 units; 
3 hours lecture Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC* 
This course is a chronological survey of American history from 1877 to the present, focusing on 
American social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. Major topics include 
culture, ethnic and racial diversity and the role of the United States within the context of world 
history. 
*Note: The maximum UC credit allowed for students completing History 101 and 102 and History 110 and 111 
and/or History 105 and 106 is one series. 
 

Course Objectives: 
1. Describe and assess the process by which the United States was economically transformed 
and modernized in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
 
 2. Evaluate major American political, religious, and cultural values for the 1877 to 1914 
period. 
 
 3. Compare and contrast the changing demography of America from 1877 to 1914 and 
from 1945 to the present. 
 
4. Determine the processes of assimilation and acculturation expected of immigrants to the 
United States from 1900 to the present. 
 
 5. Discuss and evaluate the interaction of majority and minority groups during the 20th 
century. 
 
 6. Identify and analyze the causation, sequence of events, concepts, development, and 
impact of various American political reform movements, such as Populism, Progressivism, 
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the New Deal, the Fair Deal, Civil Rights, and the Great Society. 
 
7. Conceptualize and discuss the meaning of conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism in 
American history from the post World War II era to the present. 
 
 8. Discuss the evolution of gender roles and evaluate the efforts and impact of feminists in 
the United States from 1877 through the contemporary period. 
 
9. Summarize and analyze the development of American foreign policy since 1890, including 
imperial expansion and the rise of the United States as a world power and leader among a 
large community of nations. 
 
10. Trace and evaluate United States diplomacy and armed conflict through isolationism, 
imperialism, and collective security policies of the 20th century. 
 
11. Compare and contrast the core political and philosophical ideas and modes of expression 
in American culture in the 20th century. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of U.S. History from 1877 to the present 
students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written 
assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and or cultural 
historical themes or patterns in U.S. History from 1877 to the present and apply appropriate 
historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to 
support the thesis. 
 
ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 
students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 
disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 
herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for 
academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 

 
Course Requirements:  Students are required to attend class (see important 
information), read the assigned material, and take three examinations.  Each of the 
three exams will be worth a maximum of 100 points.  A number of films will be 
shown throughout the semester.  Two of the films will require a written two-page 
analysis.  The papers will be worth a total of fifty points.  No late submissions will 
be accepted.  The following grade scale will be used:  A=315 to 350 points, B=280 
to 314 points, C=245 to 279 points, D=210 to 244 points, F=209 points and below. 
 
 
Important information:  Cheating will not be tolerated, if you must withdraw 
from class it is YOUR responsibility and the instructor reserves the right to 
make changes to the syllabus.  Three absences will be allowed.  A fourth 
absence will result in the reduction of one letter grade in the course.  A fifth 
absence will result in being dropped from the course. 
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Course Outline, Reading Assignments, and Examination Dates 
 
  
 
 
I 8/31, 9/2               Introduction, Industrialization, Labor Unions   
    Read 17 in America.             
      
 
 
II 9/7, 9/9  The South and West Transformed 
    Read 18 in America.      
  
 
 
III 9/14, 9/16  Gilded Age Politics and Agrarian Revolt 

Read 19 in America. 
 
 
IV 9/21, 9/23  American Expansion and Progressivism 

Read 20 and 21 in America. 
 
 
V 9/28, 9/30  The Great War and on 9/30 exam #1 (Chapters 17-21  
    in America).  The exam will consist of 50 multiple- 
    choice questions.  Read 22 in America.  Please bring  
    an 882-E scantron. 
            
 
 
VI 10/5, 10/7   The 1920s 

Read 23 and 24 in America. 
  
 
VII 10/12, 10/14  The Great Depression and New Deal America 

Read 25 in America. 
 
 
VIII 10/19, 10/21  The Second World War 

Read 26 in America. 
 
 
IX 10/26, 10/28  Truman, The Cold War and The Fair Deal 



 4 

    Read 27 in America.     
      
 
 
X 11/2, 11/4  Eisenhower, Affluence, The New Foreign Policy, Civil  
    Rights and on 11/4 exam #2 (Chapters 22 -28 in  
    America).  The exam will consist of 50 multiple- 
    choice questions.  Read 28 in America.    

 
 
 
XI 11/9, 11/11  A New Frontier and A Great Society.  No class on  
    Friday, November 11th in honor of Veterans Day. 
    Read 29 in America.     
             
          

 
 
 
XII 11/16, 11/18  The Vietnam War. 

 
    
 
XIII 11/23, 11/25  Rebellion, Reaction, Economic Stagnation.  No class on  
    Friday, November 25th (Thanksgiving Holiday). 

Read 30 in America.  
 
 
XIV 11/30, 12/2  The Conservative Revival. 
    Read 31 in America. 
     
 
 
XV 12/7 12/9  America in the 21st Century 

Read 32 in America.  
 

 
XVI 12/14, 12/16  Exam #3 0n 12/14 (Chapters 29-32 in America).   
    The exam will consist of 50 multiple-choice   
    questions.  Please bring an 882-E scantron.  
          
 
 
 
 
 


