
Syllabus Anthro 02 

Section 2069 

Dr.  G. Kohpahl 

 

Lecture Meeting Days:  T, Th 

Lecture Times: 7:45 am - 9:10 m 

Meeting Room: ARTB 307 

Instructor Contact Information 

Office Hours by appointment 

E-Mail: gkohpahl@elacamino.edu 

 This course will provide students with an introduction to culture theory as well as to the cross-cultural 

understanding of human behavior. Emphasis will be placed on subsistence strategies; marriage and 

kinship institutions; levels of sociopolitical organization; religious systems; and the effects of cultural 

change, mainly as the result of European expansion, industrialization, and globalization 

Course Objectives: 

1.Identify the fields of anthropology and major subfields of cultural anthropology and explain which 

aspect of the human condition each field addresses. 

2.Identify and explain each of the major concepts that make up the anthropological perspective. 

3.List and assess the different methodologies utilized by cultural anthropologists in the field. 

4.Analyze the changes exhibited in the ethnographic description of non-Western social groups from the 

19th century to the present. 

5.Analyze each aspect of culture (learned, shared, symbolic, patterned, adaptive, ever-changing). 

6.Assess the importance of language in human communication and outline and explain each of the 

approaches used to the study of human languages. 

7.Compare and contrast the various subsistence strategies (modes of production) utilized by human 

societies as they interact with the environment. 

8.Discuss reciprocity, redistribution and market system, and how they relate to subsistence strategies 

and social complexity. 

9.Compare and contrast the political economies of societies with Big Men with those of chiefdoms. 

10.Describe and analyze the major kinship systems and types of marriages present in humans societies, 

and reflected by cross-cultural studies. 

11.Evaluate the importance of gender studies in anthropology and identify the socioeconomic factors 

that influence the status of women in societies around the world. 

12.Describe and analyze the various levels of sociopolitical organization achieved by human societies. 



13.Assess the criteria for social stratification and the potential for social mobility. 

14.Compare and contrast the characteristics and functions of religious beliefs and practices by making 

reference to the level of political organization (band, tribe, chiefdom, state) achieved by a society. 

15.Evaluate the factors that account for the emergence of Movements of Revitalization in modern as 

well as in traditional societies. 

16.Assess the effects of European expansion and colonization, industrialism, and globalization on 

developing nations in general and on indigenous groups in particular. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. SLO #1 Holistic Approach On an objective exam, students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

holistic approach in anthropology by identifying the appropriate definition. 

 

2. SLO #2 Subsistence Strategies In an in-class objective assignment, students will demonstrate their 

understanding of subsistence strategies by identifying three of the four types recognized by 

anthropologists and by explaining five features that correspond to each. 

 

3. SLO #3 Political Organization In an in-class objective assignment, students will demonstrate their 

understanding of political organization by identifying the four types recognized by anthropologists and 

by explaining three features that correspond to each. 

 

Course Organization: 

The class is based on a combination of lectures and seminar discussions complemented by your reading 

and writing.  

Readings 

The following texts are required: 

Nanda, Serena and Richard L. Warms. Cultural Anthropology. Wadsworth. 

ISBN-13: 9781133591467 

ISBN-10: 1133591469 

 Anne Fadiman. 2012. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, 

and the Collision of Two Cultures. Farrar, Straus and Giroux 

ISBN-10: 0374533407 

ISBN-13: 978-0374533403 

 

On-line Resources: 

American Anthropological Association, Ethics Statement: AAA Statement of Ethics: 

http://www.americananthro.org/ParticipateAndAdvocate/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=1656 

http://www.americananthro.org/ParticipateAndAdvocate/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=1656


 Assignments and Tests: 

All Assignment will be typed and will be turned in on-line on MY ECC Team website under dropbox!!! 

Keep a copy of all your assignments and your original exams!!!! 

A) Take a moment to post something about yourself (3 points): 

This forum will be graded credit/no credit,  I want you to get to know each other and get used 

to posting under discussion on MY ECC Teamwebsite. 

For this week's post: 

1) Something interesting about yourself! 

2) A favorite picture that says something about you, that you want to share. (The picture does 

not need to be of yourself! You can even make it your profile picture if you like) 

3) What do you want to take away from this class? 

I'll make sure to do my best to cover all the topics you can come up with! 
 

B) Multicultural Autobiography (10 points): Write 2 pages about how personal contacts with 

people from other cultural backgrounds have influenced or changed your life or your ways of 

looking at life.  The contact must be personal contact with friends, family members and/or work 

colleagues.  The contact might have motivated to learn another language change your way of 

dealing with everyday life etc.  

C)  Weekly Online Discussion on Fadiman (3 points each): In the discussion section you will post a 

discussion on the assigned chapters on Fadiman (see discussion board for chapters and due 

date):  You must contribute to the discussion on Fadiman and reply to one other student’s 

discussion post. 

D)  2 Book Reviews (10 points):You will write 2 short 2 -page book reviews.  The first review is 

about Fadiman's book.  The second review is about a book of your choice.  The second book 

reviewed must be an original study in the field of cultural anthropology. 

E)  Open-ended Interview Paper with a Parent or Grandparent (40 points): You will conduct one 

open-ended interview.  The interview should evaluate a particular period of your parent’s or 

grandparent’s life that illuminates issues that are typical for their background.  Details on the 

assignment will be provide as we go along with the course.  Your paper will evaluate this 

particular aspect of their life story.  The 5 pages long and will be typed. 

F)  Second Book Project (15 points):   You will write a second book report on a second book. The 

book should be an ethnographic description of a culture or subculture.  This list is a good 

starting point what title to pick:  http://www.isca.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/degrees/social-

anthropology/reading-list/. You need to borrow the second book from the library or purchase it. 

G) ) Exams (50 points each): There will be 3 exams.  The exams will be a combination of multiple 

choice questions, and short answer.  The final will only include multiple choice and short 

answers.  Questions for exams will come primarily from lectures, video programs presented in 

class, but also from class discussions and assigned readings.  The lectures might present extra 

material that is not covered in your readings, but will be tested.  Make sure you take good 

http://www.isca.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/degrees/social-anthropology/reading-list/
http://www.isca.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/degrees/social-anthropology/reading-list/


lecture notes!!!  Each exam will only cover the sections of the course immediately preceding the 

test.  The final is not comprehensive. Make-up will be only given under very special 

circumstances (with written proof) and need to be arranged with the instructor.  If you need 

special accommodations for the test please, notify me in advance. 

H)  Class  participationis crucial in a class in which you are learning new ways of conceptualizing. 

We will work in class to help you articulate new ideas, new ways of understanding gender as a 

social category and the ways it is institutionalized.  This will consist of large group discussions, 

small group close readings of texts, and other activities.  I will keep track of your participation by 

asking you to turn in written participation work.  The assignments cannot be made up.  You will 

earn between 1-5 points, depending on the thoroughness, and at the same time precision, with 

which you deal with the material. 

There might be additional in-class assignments which will be announced in class. 

  

All assignments will be graded on a point system.  

Deadlines: No late work is accepted.  All work is due at the beginning of class period. 

Grading: 

100%-90%: A 

89% -80%: B 

79% -70%: C 

69% -60%: D 

59% -         : F 

The grading procedure is based on the total points. 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Violations of academic integrity include cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and 

plagiarism. 

If you quote from another work, use quotation marks.  If you study with another student, be absolutely 

certain your written work is your own and no one else's. 

Students With Disabilities 

Any student who has a disability and has special needs is to alert me of this by the second week of the 

semester so that special accommodations can be made by students with special needs will be according 

the arrangements as outlined by the Special Resource Center.  Students with disabilities should contact 

the El Camino College Special Resource Center 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf


Location: Special Resource Center Southeast Wing of the Student Services Center 

Contact Information 

(310) 660-3295 

TDD: (310) 660-3445 

Testing AccommodationsSRCta@elcamino.edu 

Services for ASL/Academic Interpreters 

DHH@elcamino.edu 

 

Adapted Physical Education Staff Office 

(310) 660-3593 x3662 

 

 Attendance: 

Please, arrive on time.  If you cannot avoid to arrive late, please be discreet and quiet.  Sit in the back of 

the room. 

Turn off all cell phones  before you enter class and do not answer your phone in class. 

  

Disclaimer Statement: 

     Students will be notified ahead of time when and if any changes are made to course 

     requirements or policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:SRCta@elcamino.edu
mailto:DHH@elcamino.edu
mailto:DHH@elcamino.edu
mailto:DHH@elcamino.edu
mailto:DHH@elcamino.edu


Course Schedule and Assigned Readings: 

Date Topic Reading, Assignment Due 

WEEK 1 

  

Introduction 

Introduction to Anthropology 

The Characteristics of Culture 

Nanda and Warms Chap 1, 3  

  

  

  

   

WEEK 2 

 

How Anthropologists work 

Ethics 

Nanda and Warms Chap. 2 

Multicultural Autobiography 

WEEK 3 Culture and Language 
 Nanda and Warms Chap. 4 

Book Review 1 Fadiman is Due 

WEEK 4 
Subsistence Patterns 

EXAM 1 
Nanda and Warms Chap. 5 

WEEK 5 Economy Nanda and Warms Chap. 6 

 WEEK 6 Sexuality and Marriage 
Nanda and Warms Chap. 8 

 

WEEK 7 Family and Household,  Kinship 

 

Nanda and Warms Chap. 7 and 8 

 

WEEK 8 Political Systems Nanda and Warms Chap. 10 

WEEK 9 Gender EXAM 2 Nanda and Warms Chap. 9 

WEEK 10 Social Stratification 
Nanda and Warms Chap. 11 

 

WEEK 11 Social Stratification 
Nanda and Warms Chap. 11 

Book Review 2 is Due 



 

WEEK 12 Religion Nanda and Warms Chap. 12 

WEEK 13 Thursday Nov. 24, 2016 Thanksgiving Vacation NO CLASS 

WEEK 14 Creative Expression Nanda and Warms Chap. 13 

WEEK 15 Colonization 
Nanda and Warms Chap. 14 

Intergenerational Interview is Due 

WEEK 16 Culture Change Nanda and Warms Chap. 15 

   

 


