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Psychology 5 – General Psychology Syllabus 

Fall 2016 – Section 2861 

Mondays: 6:00 – 9:10PM 

 

 

              Instructor: Dr. Victoria Kwon 

              Email: vkwon@elcamino.edu (preferred) 

              Phone: 201.676.0583 

  

         Course Information:         

              Room: ARTB 317 

              Office Hours: By appointment 

  

Course Materials  

Myers, David & Dewall, Nathan. Psychology, 11
th

 Ed., Macmillan, 2015 

 

Course Description  

This course is a survey study of human behavior and mental processes with an emphasis on basic theory and research 

generated by the scientific method.  Major topics include psychobiology, learning, human cognition, personality, 

lifespan development, psychological disorders, therapeutic approaches, and social psychology.  

 

Recommended Prerequisites: Eligibility for English 1A 

 

Course Objectives  

1. Identify early schools of thought in psychology and contrast them to contemporary subfields in psychology.  

2. Outline the steps of the scientific method, identify common research methods, and discuss ethical 

considerations of psychological research.  

3. Describe the different functions of the neural and hormonal systems, emphasizing the functions of brain 

structures.  

4. Explain the basics of genetics and assess the combined influence of genes and environment on a variety of 

human characteristics.  

5. Differentiate between sensation and perception and identify the processes by which organisms recognize, 

organize, and make sense of stimuli in their environment.  

6. Describe and discuss various states of consciousness, such as waking, sleeping, dreaming, and states induced 

by psychoactive substances.  

7. Define learning and compare and contrast classical conditioning, operant conditioning, and observational 

learning.  

8. Examine human cognition, focusing on memory, intelligence, and language, as well as the common errors of 

human thought processes.  

9. Describe the forces that motivate human behavior, such as instincts, drives, and needs.  

10. Identify and evaluate the major theories of emotion with an emphasis on behavioral, physiological, and 

cognitive components.  

11. Describe processes of stability and change in the domains of biological, cognitive, and psychosocial 

development across the lifespan.  



2 

 

12. Compare and contrast the major theories of personality and describe and explain methods of assessing 

personality.  

13. Evaluate the concept of “psychological disorder,” and discuss the assessment, classification, and possible 

causes of psychological disorders.  

14. Identify and evaluate psychological and biomedical approaches to the treatment of psychological disorders.  

15. Analyze the impact of situational forces on human thought processes and behavior.  

16. Discuss the influence of stress, personality, and other psychological phenomena on physical health. 

 

Student Learning Objectives  

SLO#1 Logic of the Scientific Method – On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written  

essay, research paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able identify key elements of the scientific  

method (e.g., sampling of participants, measurement/manipulation of variables) as applied to mental processes  

and behavior. 

 

SLO#2 Fundamental Principles – On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written essay,  

research paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able to explain, differentiate, and critique the major  

theoretical perspectives in psychology (e.g., psychoanalytic, behavioral, cognitive) as well as describe the  

historical events leading to the establishment of psychology as a science.  

 

SLO#3 Everyday Application – On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written essay,  

research paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able to apply fundamental psychological principles  

(e.g., perception, development, memory, conditioning, clinical group) in their efforts to understand everyday  

life experiences (e.g., child discipline, eyewitness testimony) 

 

Attendance  

Students are expected to attend each scheduled class session. Attendance will be taken at the start of class, and  

students are expected to stay until the end of class.  Please make every effort to arrive on time to each class as lateness 

is disruptive to both your and your classmates’ learning process.  Any student with 3 absences may be dropped from 

the class.  Three latenesses will count as 1 absence. 

 

Classroom protocol 

Please turn cell phones and related electronic devices on silent.  Texting, phone calls, and browsing the internet 

during class is NOT permitted. I will ask you to leave class if you are disruptive by doing things such as using 

electronic devices or talking to your peers.  If you are using a laptop for anything other than taking notes, I will ask 

you to put it away. 

Questions directed to me during class are encouraged and please feel free to contact me outside of class if you have 

any questions or concerns. 

 

Course Assessment 

This course requires the satisfactory completion of a minimum of three tests administered during the course of the 

semester, 3 writing assignments, and resposible attendance and participation.    

 

Assessment for Grading 

 

  Assignment                   Percentage of Grade  

  4 Exams (may drop lowest grade)   75% (Each exam = 20%) 

  2 Assignments      20% (Each assignment = 10%) 

  Attendance/Participation      5% 

  Total       100% 
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Grading Scale 

A 90-100 

B 80-89 

C 70-79 

D 60 -69 

F 59 or lower 

  

 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

Academic Dishonesty 

Plagiarism is the misrepresentation of the thoughts, words, or research of another as one’s own. It is a serious form of 

academic dishonesty. Using another’s intellectual creation without permission and giving appropriate credit is the 

academic equivalent of theft. Acts of plagiarism may result in a downgrade, failing grade, zero, or a recommended 

grade of F.   

Cheating is NOT allowed and will not be tolerated under any circumstances. Any student caught engaging in any 

form of academic dishonesty will receive an ‘F’for the course, period. Please note that during exams, you may not 

have any electronic equipment (cell phones, calculators, iPods, etc) or papers other than those given out by me on 

your desk. Keep your eyes on your own papers, and no talking is allowed. You may NOT leave the room during an 

exam for any reason; if you do, you must turn in your exam before your departure; you will not be allowed to re-enter 

the room. 

 

ADA Statement: 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the 

timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To 

make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

 

Faculty Specific Policies: 

Extra Credit: Extra credit can be earned by answering the Extra Credit questions at the beginning of lectures correctly.  

Any EX points earned will be applied directly to the following exam. 

 

Late Policy: All assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Any late assignments will lose 10 points for every day 

they are late (including if submitted after the beginning of class).  Tests must be taken on assigned dates.  Any 

students with a extenuating circumstances for being unable to take a test (e.g. illness, family crisis) must contact and 

make arrangements with the professor ahead of time.  Written verification of these circumstances will be required. 

 

Office Hours: Although optional, students are encouraged to contact the professor to schedule a time for office hours 

if needed.  Office hours provide students with the opportunity to discuss any course material that has been challenging 

and/or to discuss students’ standing in the course. 

 

Syllabus: The syllabus will be followed as closely as possible in order to help students manage their studies.  Should 

any changes be necessary, the professor will alert students well ahead of time and will provide an updated schedule. 

 

  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp


4 

 

Topics Outline 

 
Date Class Topic Activities/Assignments 

Aug 29 Introduction  

Prologue 

EC #1, 2 

Sept 5 No Class – Labor Day 

 

Work on Assignment #1 

Sept 12 Assignment #1 Due 

Chapter 1: Thinking Critically with Psychological Science 

Sept 9 Last day to drop  

EC #3, 4 

Sept 19 Chapter 2: The Biology of the Mind 

Exam 1 Prep  

EC #5, 6 

Study for Exam 1 

Sept 26 Exam 1 (6 EC) 

Chapter 3: Consciousness and the Two-Track Mind 

EC #7, 8 

Oct 3 Chapter 4: Nature, Nurture, and Human Diversity EC #9, 10 

 

Oct 10  Chapter 5: Developing Through the Life Span EC #11, 12 

 

Oct 17 Chapter 7: Learning 

Exam 2 Prep 

EC #13, 14 

Study for Exam 2 

Oct 24 Exam 2 (8 EC) 

Chapter 8: Memory  

EC #15, 16 

Oct 31 Chapter 9: Thinking & Language  

Chapter 10: Intelligence 

EC #17, 18 

 

Nov 7 Chapter 12: Emotions, Stress, and Health 

 

EC #19, 20 

Work on Assignment #2 

Nov 14 Assignment #2 Due 

Chapter 14 Personality  

Exam 3 Prep 

Nov 18 Last day to drop w W 

EC #21, 22 

Study for Exam 3 

Nov 21 Exam 3 (8 EC) 

Chapter 13: Social Psychology 

EC #23, 24 

Work on Assignment #3 

Nov 28 Chapter 15 Psychological Disorders  EC #25, 26 

 

Dec 5 Chapter 16 Therapy  

Finals Prep 

EC #27, 28 

Study for Final 

Dec 12 Final Exam (6 EC) 

 

 

 


