
Philosophy 101: Introduction to Philosophy 
Section 4171 Online Course El Camino College Fall, 2016 

 
Instructor: Dr. Felipe Leon    
Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext.5742 
Email: fleon@elcamino.edu 
Office: SOCS 108      
Office hours: M-TH 10-11:15 AM 

3 units; 3 hours lecture  
Recommended preparation: eligibility for 
English 1A  
Credit, Degree applicable  
Transfer: CSU, UC 

 
Course Description: This course examines the main areas of philosophy, which include ethics, 
epistemology, and metaphysics. Students will explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul 
and God, and what constitutes a fulfilling life. 
 
Required Texts:  
-Cahn, Steven M. The World of Philosophy (Oxford UP, 2016). ISBN-13: 978-0190233396 
-Selected online readings 
 
Learning objectives:  
1. Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy: ethics, epistemology and metaphysics.  
2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs about the physical world (the realm of science) 
and knowledge and beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical things such as God, Heaven and Hell, and 
souls.  
3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that are beyond traditional societal paradigms, 
such as minority, feminist and Taoist perspectives.  
4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics.  
5. Explain the difference between duty ethics and consequentialism, and illustrate this difference by 
applying the theories to an ethical problem.  
6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and explain their relationship to contemporary 
moral issues.  
7. Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling life, such as the roles of money and 
happiness.  
8. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability, utilizing standard 
philosophical measures.  
9. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems, such as the problem of free will versus determinism; the 
existence of God; the ultimate nature of reality; and the nature and existence of consciousness.  
10. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and knowledge.  
11. Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and limits of 
knowledge.  
12. Analyze different systems of government, focusing especially on their justifications and their 
assumptions about human nature.  
13. Compare the conflict between the ideals of equality and security with individualism and liberty.  
 
Student Learning Outcomes: Student Learning Outcomes:  
SLO#1 Epistemological Terminology: Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the basic 
epistemological terminology and issues, such as the source and basis of our beliefs, empiricism vs. 
rationalism, and the problem of induction. 
 
SLO#2 Metaphysical Concepts and Arguments: Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the 
metaphysical concepts and arguments regarding such issues as free will v. determinism, the mind-body 
problem, and whether God exists.  
 
SLO#3 Morality: Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of some of the basic issues and topics 
related to morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, moral objectivism vs. moral relativism, various 



ethical theories, and/or a basic understanding of how those theories can be applied to contemporary 
moral issues. 
 
Assessment: 
Student accomplishment of expected student outcomes will be assessed using the following measures:
Discussion Board  150 pts. 
Quizzes   100 pts. 
Paper   200 pts. 

Midterm Exam  250 pts. 
Final Exam  300 pts. 

 
150 + 100 + 200 + 250 + 300 = 1,000 pts. possible 
 
1) Discussion Boards: I will post a discussion question For nearly every unit — sometimes more — on the 
material under consideration.  Each complete discussion board assignment is graded out of 10 points. You 
are expected to respond to all posts, either to my question, or to at least one other student’s 
posts.  These are to be reasoned arguments; therefore, if you use “I think” or “I believe”, I am expecting 
adequate justification for your belief.  Failure to do so will result in partial credit for your post. The first 
Discussion Board will be introductions, so we can all get acquainted.  
 
2) Quizzes: There will be 10 quizzes, and each is worth 10 points. Questions will be multiple choice, 
true/false, and/or short answer.  
 
3) Midterm: The midterm due date is stated in the course schedule below. Questions will be similar to 
those you find on the homework and quizzes: true/false, multiple-choice, short answer and/or paragraph 
questions. It is worth 250 points. There are no make-up exams without a documented excuse of a severe 
excusing circumstance (e.g., childbirth, a medical operation, etc.) 
 
4) Paper:  The paper is the main writing assignment for the course. It is the most important tools in the 
class for developing your critical thinking, reading, and writing skills.  It will be a five-page essay, and is 
worth 200 points. The paper assignment is mandatory, and there are no make-up papers. Late papers will 
be deducted one half of a letter grade for each full day after the due date. The due date is stated in the 
course schedule below. 
 
5) Final exam: The final exam will have the same format as your midterm, but virtually of the questions 
will cover the post-midterm material. It is worth 300 points. There are no make-up exams for the final 
exam. The final exam due date is stated in the course schedule below. 
 
The grading scale is as follows: 

A (940-1000) 
A- 900-939.99) 

B+ (870-899.99) 
B (830-869.99) 
B- (800-829.99) 

C+ (770-799.99) 
C (730-769.99) 
C- (700-729.99) 

D+ (670-699.99) 
D (630-669.99) 
D- (600-629.99) 

F (0-599.99) 

 
Class Policies and Expectations 
The course syllabus is my contract with you. Remaining in the course entails that you, the student, agree 
to abide by the terms of the contract, including the following rules: 
 
Attendance: 
Students are expected to log in regularly each week, and to show steady progress towards completion of 
the requirements of this course.  Hence, students who do not log in after seven (7) days will be dropped 
from the course, unless otherwise discussed with and approved by the instructor.    
  
Preparation and Participation: 



 Students are expected to complete all readings for each unit. If you do not read the chapters in advance, 
it is likely that you will have difficulty following the course content.  Students are also expected to 
participate in class discussions via the discussion board. 
 
Student Behavior and Academic Integrity: 
Students are to behave and interact in a kind and civil manner toward their fellow students and the 
professor. All acts of abuse and aggression, including abusive language and behavior toward faculty, staff, or 

students are categorically prohibited.  Engaging in such behavior may lead to ejection from the class, suspension, 
and/or expulsion from the college.  

 
 
 
 
The following are prohibited: 

1. Plagiarism – the intentional use of the ideas or words of another as one’s own in a paper or other 
academic assignment. 

2. Cheating during examinations, whether by copying from a fellow student or by using information 
in the form of unauthorized aids brought to the examination. 

3. The submission of work for any assignment that has been prepared by another student. 
4. Submission of a single paper to fulfill requirements in two courses without prior approval of the 

instructors of both courses. 
5. Using a false name or signing the name of another individual without proper authorization in 

connection with any course work. 
6. Signing the name of another individual without proper authorization on any college form or using 

a false name or another person’s identification card without proper authorization. 
 
Any piece of work that is objectively found to have violated any of these guidelines will automatically 
receive 0 points, resulting in an “F”. 
 
Withdrawals:  
It is your responsibility to fill out the necessary paperwork and take all required measures if you 
withdraw; do not assume that withdrawals will be done for you. If you stop attending class without 
following the requisite policies procedures for withdrawal, you may receive an “F” for the course. 
 
ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 
with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who 
would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the 
instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, 
contact the Special Resource Center.  
 
Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 
 Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp


Dates Unit/Topic Readings Assignments 

8/27-9/2 1:  What is Philosophy? 1. Syllabus 
2. PowerPoint: What is 
Philosophy? 
 

1. Discussion board: 
Introduce yourself! 
2. Quiz: Core concepts 
and methods of 
philosophy 
 

9/3-9/11 2. A Philosophical Toolkit: 
Logic and Argumentation 

1. PowerPoint: A Crash Course 
in Logic and Argumentation 
2. Notes: Logic: The Basics 

1. Discussion board: 
logic practice 
2. Logic homework 
3. Quiz: logic basics 

9/12-9/18 3: Does God Exist? Part I: 
The Design Argument 

1.Paley, “The Argument from 
Design” (online) 
3. Hume, Dialogues Concerning 
Natural Religion, Parts II-VIII 
(online) 

1. Discussion board: 
Paley, Hume, and the 
design argument 
2. Quiz: the design 
argument 

 

9/19-9/27 4: Does God Exist? Part II: 
The Cosmological 
Argument 

1. Taylor, “The Cosmological 
Argument” (online) 
2. Hume, Dialogues, Part IX 
(online) 

1. Discussion board: 
Taylor, Hume, and the 
cosmological argument 
2. Quiz: the 
cosmological argument 

9/28-10/7 5: Does God Exist? Part III: 
The Problem of Evil  

1. Hume, Dialogues, Parts X and 
XI (online) 
2. Mackie, “Evil and 
Omnipotence” (online) 
3. Swinburne, “Why God Allows 
Evil”  

1. Discussion board: 
Hume, Mackie, and the 
problem of evil 
2. Discussion board: 
Swinburne on why God 
allows evil 
3. Quiz: the problem of 
evil 

10/8-10/23 6: Do We Have Free Will?  1. Nagel, “Free Will” 
2. Strawson, “The Maze of Free 
Will (online) 
3. Cahn, “Freedom or 
Determinism?” 
4. Frankfurt: “Alternate 
Possibilities and Moral 
Responsibility” 

1. Discussion board: The 
basic argument against 
freedom and 
responsibility 
2. Discussion board: 
Frankfurt’s 
counterexamples and 
compatibilist freedom 
 

10/24-10/31 7: What is Knowledge? 1. Plato, Thaetetus (online) 
2. Gettier, “Is Justified True 
Belief Knowledge?” 
3. Narayan, “The Project of 
Feminist Epistemology” 
4. Gowans, “Buddhist 
Epistemology” 

1. Discussion board: 
Why is knowledge 
important? 
2. Midterm Exam  

11/1-11/13 8: What Can We Know? 1. Descartes, Meditations on 
First Philosophy, Meditations 1-
6. 
2.   Christopher Grau, "Bad 

1. Discussion board: The 
Basic Argument for 
Skepticism 
2. Descartes’ response 



 
 
 
 
 

Dreams, Evil Demons, and the 
Experience Machine: 
Philosophy and The Matrix" 
(online) 
4. Moore, “Proof of an External 
World” (online) 
5. Chalmers, “The Matrix as 
Metaphysics” (online) 
 

to skepticism 
3. Moore’s response to 
skepticism 
4. Quiz: skepticism 
 

11/14-11/23 9:  Is Anything Really Right 
or Wrong? 

1. ch. 15 & 16 Introductions 
2. Rachels, “The Challenge of 
Cultural Relativism” (online) 
2. Mill, “Utilitarianism”. 
4. Kant, “Groundwork of the 
Metaphysics of Morals”  
5. Velleman, “A Brief 
Introduction to Kantian Ethics” 
(online) 
 

1. Discussion board: 
moral relativism 
2. Discussion board: 
utilitarianism 
3. Discussion board: 
Kantian ethics 
4. Quiz: ethics 
5. Paper due  

11/24-11/27 Thanksgiving Break Thanksgiving Break Thanksgiving Break 

11/28-12/16 10: What is the Meaning of 
Life? 

1. Wolf, “Moral Saints” (online) 
2. Nagel, “The Absurd” (online) 
3. Craig, “The Absurdity of Life 
Without God” (online) 
4. Di Muzio, “Theism and the 
Meaning of Life” (online) 
5. Taylor, “The Meaning of Life” 
(online) 
6. Wolf, “The Meanings of 
Lives” (online) 

1. Discussion board:  
Nagel, Craig, and 
DiMuzio on absurdity 
vs. meaning in life 
2. Taylor vs. Wolf on a 
meaningful life 
3. Quiz: the meaning of 
life 
4. Final Exam 
 

    


