
Introduction to Sociology (Sociology 101) 
 

Instructor: Alli Lindner 
Fall 2016: Friday, 9:30AM-1:10PM 

Classroom: ARTB 344 
Office hours by appointment 

Email: alindner@elcamino.edu 
 
Course description 
In this course students analyze the influence of the social environment on behavior and 
social life, using sociological theoretical perspectives and research methods. 
Components of culture and social structure are critically examined through sociological 
theories and concepts, including socialization, deviance, and social change. Students 
will evaluate social institutions in American society, as well as analyze social 
stratification and inequality relative to social class, ethnicity, and gender. 
 
Course objectives 

1. Define and describe sociology as a field of study and distinguish it from other 
disciplines in the social sciences. 

2. Explain and apply the sociological imagination as defined by C. Wright Mills. 
3. Identify and describe key theoretical perspectives in sociology, including 

functionalism, conflict, and interactionism. Analyze the strengths and 
weaknesses of each perspective relative to a variety of social situational 
circumstances.  

4. Identify and analyze prominent classic theorists in sociology, such as Karl Marx, 
Max Weber, and Emile Durkheim, as well as contemporary theorists, such as 
Peter Berger, George Ritzer, and Talcott Parsons and their contributions to the 
field of sociology. 

5. Identify the six steps in the scientific method and distinguish between qualitative 
and quantitative research methods.  

6. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of research methodologies 
sociologists use to gather and analyze data. 

7. Articulate dimensions of material and nonmaterial culture, including norms, 
values, and symbols. 

8. Classify and define micro and macro elements of social structure, including 
status, role, social groups, organizations, and institutions.  

9. Identify agents of socialization and describe the process of socialization 
throughout the life course. Explain the “nature vs. nurture” debate and assess 
socialization theories of human development. 

10. Define deviance and social control. Identify and apply theories used to explain 
deviant behavior. 

11. Demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts relating to social 
stratification and inequality.  

12. Describe major social institutions and evaluate their impact on individuals and 
groups in American society. Discuss historical and contemporary changes in 
these institutions.  



 
Student Learning Outcomes:  
 

SLO#1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives- Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the purpose of theoretical perspectives and apply sociological 
perspectives such as functionalism, conflict theory, and interactionism to social 
scenarios.  
SLO#2 Sociological Concepts- Students will define and demonstrate an 
understanding of sociological concepts, such as social structure, culture, socialization, 
deviance, and social stratification by applying them to social scenarios.  
 

ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 
with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 
disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 
identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make 
arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center.  
 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20H
onesty.pdf  
 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp  
 
Required Texts 
Anderson, Margaret L. and Howard F. Taylor.  2007.  Sociology: Understanding a 
Diverse Society, Updated.  4th edition.  Cengage Learning. 
(You are welcome to rent, buy used, or buy new, but make sure you get the 4th edition.) 
 
Class policies 

 Cell phones are never allowed in class.  If you are seen with your cell phone out 
during class, you will be asked to leave. 

 You must bring a copy of each of the readings in their entirety to each class 
meeting.  You may bring the readings printed out or in digital form (computers 
and tablets are allowed but smart phones are never allowed). 

 You are expected to keep up with any announcements on ETUDES or e-mail.  
Check ETUDES and your @elcamino.edu account regularly. 

 In this class it is expected that we will respect each other’s opinions and 
contributions to the classroom even when they challenge our own beliefs.  We 
will use language that is respectful of others (both present and not).  Anyone not 
in compliance with this policy will be asked to leave class. 

 
Email policy 

 Always check the syllabus for answers to your questions before sending an 
email. 



 I check email 9AM-5PM, Monday-Friday.  If you email me during those times I 
will reply within 24 hours. 

 If the issue you are emailing me about is too complex to address via email I will 
ask you to schedule an appointment to see me in person. 

 
Attendance and participation policy 

 You are allowed to miss 1 class without any consequences.  If you miss 2 or 
more classes your grade will be affected.   

 You are expected to participate class discussion each time you come to class.  
Your participation can be in the form of questions or comments.   

 
Grading  
  5% Week 2 assignment 
20% Participation 
20% Quizzes (4 quizzes, 5% each) 
25% Midterm paper (10% outline, 15% paper) 
30% Final paper (10% outline, 20% paper) 
 
Grading scale  
A = 100-89.5%, B = 89.4-79.5%, C = 79.4-69.5%, D = 69.4-59.5%, F = 59.4% and 
below 
 

Course schedule 
 
WEEK 1: Developing a Sociological Perspective and Doing Sociological Research 

 Course introduction 
 
WEEK 2: Developing a Sociological Perspective and Doing Sociological Research 
(continued) 

 CLASS WILL NOT MEET IN PERSON 

 Read chapters 1 and 2* 

 Home assignment 
 
WEEK 3: Culture 

 Read chapter 3* 

 Quiz #1 (covers chapters 1, 2, and 3) 
 
WEEK 4: Socialization 

 Read chapter 4* 
 
WEEK 5: Social Interaction and Social Structure  

 Read chapter 5* 

 Submit topic choice for midterm paper from the provided list 
 
WEEK 6: Social Class and Social Stratification 



 Read chapter 9* 

 Quiz #2 (covers chapters 4, 5, and 9) 

 Submit outline for midterm paper 
 
WEEK 7: Global Stratification 

 Read chapter 10* 

 Midterm paper due 
 
WEEK 8: Race and Ethnicity 

 Read chapters 11* 
 
WEEK 9: Gender and Sexuality 

 Read chapter 12* 
 
WEEK 10: Sexuality 

 Read chapter 13* 

 Quiz #3 (covers chapters 10, 11, 12, and 13) 
 
WEEK 11: Families 

 Read chapter 15* 
 
WEEK 12: Education 

 Read chapter 16* 
 
WEEK 13: Religion 

 Read chapter 17* 

 Quiz #4 (covers chapters 15, 16, and 17) 

 Submit topic choice for final paper from the provided list 
 
WEEK 14: Collective Behavior and Social Movements 

 Read chapter 22* 

 Submit outline for final paper 
 
WEEK 15: Class conclusion 

 Final paper due 
 
* Exact pages to be read will be specified in class and on ETUDES.  Often you will not 
be expected to read the entire chapter, so check ETUDES before you begin reading. 
 


