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Students:  

Welcome to the Fall Semester!   
Carefully read this ENTIRE syllabus! It will help you successfully complete the class.  

 Before contacting me with questions refer to this syllabus.  
  

INSTRUCTOR: Professor Mannen OFFICE HOURS: 
VOICE MAIL: (310) 660-3593 x3577 M   12-1:00pm Online Only 
CAMPUS EMAIL: W     1-2:00pm Online Only 
amannen@elcamino.edu  TTh  9-9:30am Campus Only 
OFFICE: ARTB #330B  WF  10-11am  Campus Only 

 
REQUIRED TEXT: Available at the ECC Bookstore  Stein, R. & Stein, P.  
(2011) The Anthropology of Religion, Magic & Witchcraft. Allyn and Bacon   
(Pearson) Publishing.  3rd edition  
  
 
COURSE  DESCRIPTION: This course is a cross-cultural and evolutionary survey of the 
supernatural. It includes an examination of magic and witchcraft practices and the 
different functions they play in various world societies including hunting and gathering 
groups, tribal level and state level societies. Additionally, religious beliefs, symbolism 
and ritual are explained from an anthropological perspective.   
  
 
COURSE  OBJECTIVES:   
1. Provide examples of ethnographic case studies to illustrate how the theoretical 
frameworks of the evolutionary, functional and psychoanalytic perspectives would 
approach the study of religion.   
2. Compare and contrast the various levels of religious participation found in 
individualistic, shamanistic, communal and ecclesiastical organizations.   
3. Define and describe the terms animism and animatism and include cultural examples 
of each concept.   
4. Contrast the ways in which the roles of shamans and priests reflect egalitarianism and 
stratification respectively.   
5. Explain and evaluate the importance of altered states in religious practices and 
provide an ethnographic example to illustrate your understanding.   
6. Define the term symbol and provide a description of a religious symbol.   
7. Describe the difference between witchcraft and sorcery and provide an explanation of 
how these beliefs function in society.   
8. Contrast the concept of witchcraft in traditional societies with that of EuroAmerican 
beliefs.   
9. Explain the importance of myth and ritual, making reference to the function of each in 
society.   
10. Identify and describe the various types of revitalization movements and explain the 
circumstances surrounding the origins of these movements.  

mailto:amannen@elcamino.edu
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Student Learning Outcomes Anth 
11 Magic, Religion, and Witchcraft  

SLO #1 Shamans and Priests: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship 
between religion and social structure by discussing the ways in which the roles of shamans and 
priests reflect egalitarianism and stratification, respectively.  
SLO #2 Animism: Students will demonstrate a conceptual understanding of the supernatural by (1) 
defining the terms animism and animatism; (2) outlining and explaining each of the characteristics of 
animistic beings; and (3) providing one culturally relevant example for animism and another for 
animatism.  
SLO #3 Rite of Passage: Students will demonstrate their understanding of a rite of passage by 
defining the process and explaining each of the stages.  

  

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS & EXAMS  
Your final course grade will be based on the following items:  

3 Exams (lowest score dropped)  2 Exams x 75 points each  =  150 points  
Final Exam  Comprehensive Ch 1-11  100 points  
Accountability Assignment  Handout (fill-in)    25 points  
Culture Worksheet Assignment  Handout (fill-in)    25 points  
Current Event Essay  Handout (with instructions)    50 points  
Team Work (Multiple Activities) In-Class Instructions to follow  100 points  
TOTAL    450 points  

 

GRADING SCALE 

Accountability & 
 Worksheet 

Essay Exams Project Semester  
Total 

Grade Evaluation 

23-25 45-50 68-75 90-100 405-450 points  90-100%  A  Excellent  
20-22 40-44 60-67 80- 89 360-404 points  80 - 89%  B  Good  
18-19 35-39 53-59 70- 79 315-359 points  70 - 79%  C  Satisfactory  
15-17 30-34 45-52 60- 69 270-314 points  60 - 69%  D  Passing  
0-14 0-29     0-44    0- 59     0-269 points    0 - 59%  F  Failing  

 
GRADING PROCEDURES:  
EXAMS: Students are required to bring scantron #886-E and a #2 pencil.  
The lowest of the three exam scores will be dropped. The exams are based on 
assigned reading, lecture, handouts, and videos. Points will be deducted from 
answers that are not clearly printed and legible. NO MAKEUP EXAMS:  UNDER 
ABSOLUTELY NO CONDITIONS MAY EXAMS BE MADE UP. A missed exam will 
be the score that is dropped!  Do not plan on skipping ANY exams. This way IF  
an emergency comes up there will not be any problems dropping that score. If you 
miss 2 exams: Drop the class!  



ANTH 11: SECTION #2135  
MAGIC, RELIGION, & WITCHCRAFT  
EL CAMINO COLLEGE: FALL 2016  

Page 3 of 6                                                                                            ARTB #338 
TTh 9:30-10:55am 

 

 
FINAL EXAM: You will use scantron #882-E for this exam.  
No student is excused from the final exam.  It is worth 100 points  
(100 multiple choice questions) and will have material from chapters 1-11.  
  
ACCOUNTABILITY ASSIGNMENT: This is designed to get students acquainted 
with some of the basic information and guidelines for this class as well as to instill a 
sense of personal responsibility. Students must take ownership & action to strive for 
success.  
CULTURE WORKSHEET: This assignment helps to explain the components of culture 
and the concept of culture as an integrated system.  
ESSAY: This paper should help students gain a fuller understanding of the course 
material. Topic and instructions will be provided in a handout. The assignment must be 
typed in the assigned format and display college-level writing. It must be edited for 
spelling and grammar. If the essay has too many errors, it will negatively affect your 
grade. For help with your writing you can meet with a tutor at the Learning Resource 
Center in the library or go to the ECC Writing Center.  El Camino College provides free 
writing and Internet assistance in the Writing Center located in Humanities 122. This 
assignment CAN NOT be made up.  
TEAM WORK: These activities are designed to provide students with an 
understanding of the anthropology of religion. The lessons will provide information 
on the integration of cultural features such as religion, political organization, 
economy, social status, etc. Instructions for each activity will be given in class. Teams 
will be assigned by the instructor. Failure to work with the assigned team will result in a 
severe reduction of points. 
 
 ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY:   Students are expected to abide by ethical standards in 
preparing and presenting material that demonstrates their level of knowledge, and which is used 
to determine grades.  Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated.  This sort of behavior violates 
Section I.B.1 of El Camino College’s Board Policy 5138, Standards of Student Conduct.  The 
following constitutes PLAGIARISM in this class: 1) submitting under one’s own name papers 
which have been prepared by others (including the use of commercial term paper companies); 2) 
copying word for word, an author’s sentences or paragraphs and including them in your paper as 
your own work; 3) paraphrasing published material without acknowledging the source.  
CHEATING is defined as: 1) using notes or the work of other students in written assignments or 
exams in ways other than those expressly permitted by the instructor; 2) misreporting or altering 
the data in papers involving the collection of data; 3) submitting a written assignment that is 
identical to that of another student’s (i.e. sentences and/or paragraphs are the same, word for 
word, and/or results from data collection are identical). Academic dishonesty may be dealt with in 
the following manner: the student may receive an appropriate academic penalty such as an oral 
reprimand, or an “F” may be assigned on all or part of a particular paper or exam.    
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES  
All policies & procedures apply equally to all students regardless of domestic situation, employment 
responsibilities or campus activities. I insist that all class interactions be conducted in a civil manner. 
Everyone is entitled to voice their own opinion when I call on you, but you must express your ideas 
in a way that maintains the dignity and respect of each individual. Students who do not comply will 
be asked to leave and will be assigned an absence. With this information in mind, please pay 
attention to the following:  
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CLASSROOM RULES  

1. No private conversations (text, spoken, written, electronic) during class.  
2. No reading of or studying of other materials during class.  
3. No tardiness. If you cannot regularly make it to class on time, you should not take this 

class or you should talk to Professor Mannen.  
4. Please turn off ALL electronic devices during class and store them away until class ends* 

*Lap tops/electronic devices will NOT be used to record class notes.  
5. Please wait to be called on to participate in class discussion.  
6. Any violation of these policies will result in the loss of any extra credit opportunities.  

  
SKILLS FOR SUCCESS In order to succeed in this course I invite you to:  

1. Have regular access to the text material.  
2. Be willing to read, read, and re-read the text.  
3. Be willing to answer all of the study guide questions for each chapter.  
4. Be familiar with the syllabus.  
5. Be willing to use the Grade Tracker/Study Checklist to manage grades and study habits.  
6. Be a self-motivated learner and possess good time management skills.  
7. Be willing to come to class prepared, having read the text and completed assignments.  
8. Be willing to ask your instructor & classmates questions if you need help.  
9. Communicate with me and with your classmates. I am accessible by email at 

amannen@elcamino.edu My office phone number is (310)660-3593 x3577. Visit me early 
in the semester if you are having trouble. Do not wait until the last few weeks of the 
semester. Waiting does not help improve grades.  
  

STUDY & PREPARATION TIME:  
College credit is given based on the formula of the Carnegie unit: for every one hour spent in 
class, you are expected to spend two hours in preparation and study time outside of class. This 
adds up to 6 hours per week outside of class for a 3-unit course. Please keep this in mind when 
scheduling your personal, professional and academic schedules.  
ATTENDANCE & PUCTUALITY: Regular attendance is essential. On your 4th unexcused 
absence you MAY be dropped from the class or lose eligibility for extra credit points. *Excused 
absences/tardies include a doctor/dentist visit with verification including your first and last 
name, the date and phone number on official stationary or a court date with a copy of your 
official court document. On your 4th unexcused tardy you will NOT be eligible for ANY extra 
credit. If you are late you MUST be sure to sign in on the “Late Attendance” roster at the end of that 
class period to avoid being marked absent.   

• If you are tardy/absent it is YOUR responsibility to check with ANOTHER STUDENT after 
class to determine what notes or handouts were missed.  

• Leaving class early and arriving very late is counted as an absence or tardy.  
• If you cannot avoid leaving early inform the instructor, sit near the door and try not to be 

disruptive on your way out.  

DROPPING THE CLASS:  Although instructors may drop students for non-participation the 
college views dropping as the student’s responsibility. Don’t assume you’ll automatically be 
dropped due to non-participation.  If you need to drop, do so by going to the Admissions Office on 
campus or online through MyECC.    

Last day to drop the course with a “W” is Friday, November 18th    
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Student Resources and Student Success Act 
Student Resources: Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College 
resources to help you succeed include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and 
services for designated groups, such as veterans and students with disabilities. For a 
comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support Programs, visit: 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 
Student Success Act: New state regulations may affect your eligibility for financial aid, your 
registration priority, and your ability to repeat classes.  For more information, visit: 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf.  After completing 
15 units or prior to the end of the third semester, all students must declare a major and 
complete a comprehensive educational plan. Schedule an appointment to see a counselor for an 
up-to-date educational plan by visiting: 
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp. 
Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pd
f 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 
 http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 

ETUDES: Online Course Management System  

We will be using the Etudes system throughout the semester. I encourage you to visit 
the site early and as often as possible. It is a great place to start learning about 
anthropology, even before you have the textbook! The module lessons correspond to 
chapters in your Stein/Stein class text and they supplement the class lecture. In addition, 
I will use this site to post announcements relating to your class, as well as handouts, 
class assignments, and other important information. Read below for information about 
getting started in Etudes.  

ETUDES LOGIN INSTRUCTIONS: 
STEP 1: Go to ETUDES Login Page - When you log in for the first time, you will be required to 
enter two pieces of information: your User ID and your Password (see Steps 2 and 3 below) 
STEP 2: Enter your User ID. Your User ID is: the same as your user ID that you use to login to 
MyECC . EXAMPLE: Albert Einstein is enrolled in an online ETUDES class and has the following 
User ID: albert_einstein [all lower case] *Some ECC student ID numbers have been adjusted to 
accommodate multiple persons with the same name. If Step 2 does not work please contact 
DistanceEd@elcamino.edu. 
STEP 3: Enter your password. Your default Password for Etudes is the month and date of birth 
included in your ECC record. EXAMPLE: Albert Einstein’s birth date is March 25 so his Etudes 
Password is: 0325.  
STEP 4: Click Login then click on the Tab to enter your course. You will have access to the 
course starting on the first day of the semester (and after waiting 24 hours after you registered for 
the class). For additional info regarding using ETUDES, see the Etudes Student User Guide .  

 

https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=0ep0vWJezep0GzuRwmxJpJn09kD3JFTNveoThixxz5Ros7yhuBfTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBBAFIAUwBQAC4AcABkAGYA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fARSP.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=jAVaqD1DSqMZbhK4dtYtMFnZyxta8_TP7UPJ3EdppDlos7yhuBfTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBTADMAUABGADEANQAuAHAAZABmAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fS3PF15.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=eGZROxHK13Es1KebnEBkHtNJgieMmLWgOdTr_L7b4E9os7yhuBfTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB3AHcAdwAuAGUAbABjAGEAbQBpAG4AbwAuAGUAZAB1AC8AcwB0AHUAZABlAG4AdABzAGUAcgB2AGkAYwBlAHMALwBjAG8ALwBhAHAAcABvAGkAbgB0AG0AZQBuAHQAcwAuAGEAcwBwAA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fco%2fappointments.asp
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp
https://myetudes.org/
mailto:DistanceEd@elcamino.edu
http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/docs/StudentGuide.pdf
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Anth 11 Section #2135  
Schedule for Fall 2016 

Week  Chapter Reading  Due Dates: Assignments & Exams  
UNIT 1                 Chapters 1-3  
1  
Aug 30/01  

T: Welcome & Syllabus  
Th: Ch 1 Anthropological 
Study of Religion   

Purchase Text Book: Begin reading ASAP 
(Text on reserve in the library or visit myetudes.org) 

2  
Sep 06/08 

T: Ch 1  
Th: Ch 1  

Thurs, Sept 8th     
Accountability Assignment Due (25 points)  

3  
Sep 13/15 

T: Ch 2 Mythology  
Th: Ch 2  

Assign Team Memberships 

4  
Sep 20/22  

T: Ch 2  
Th: Ch 3 Religious Symb.  

Thurs, Sept 22 
Team Selfies Due (15 points) 

5  
Sep 27/29  

T: Ch 3 
Th: EXAM 1 

Thurs, September 29th  
Exam 1: Ch 1,2,3  (75 points)          Scantron #886  

UNIT 2               Chapters 4-6  
6  
Oct 04/06  

T: Ch 4 Ritual  
Th: Ch 4  

Thurs, October 6th  
Culture Worksheet Due (25 points) 

7  
Oct 11/13  

T: Ch 4  
Th: Ch 5 Altered States 

Thursday, Oct 13th  
Team Proposal Due (10 points) 

8  
Oct 18/20  

T: Ch 5  
Th:  Ch 5  

 

9  
Oct 25/27 

T: Ch 5 
Th:  Ch 6 Relig. Specialists 

  
  

10  
Nov 01/03  

T: Ch 6 
Th: Exam 2  

Thurs, November 3rd  
Exam 2: Ch 4,5,6  (75 points)          Scantron #886  

UNIT 3                Chapters 7-9  
11  
Nov 08/10 

T: Ch 7Magic & Divination 
Th:  Ch 7  

Thurs, Nov 10th  
Current Event Essay Due 

(50 points) 
12  
Nov 15/17 

T:Ch 8 Souls/Ghosts/ Death 
Th: Ch 8 

LAST DAY TO DROP WITH A “W”  
Friday, November 18th  

13  
Nov 22/24 

T: Ch 8 
Th:  Ch 9 Gods & Spirits  

Thanksgiving Holiday 
Nov 24-27 (Campus Closed) 

14  
Nov 29/01 

T: Ch 9 
Th: Exam 3   

Thurs, December 1st  
Exam 3: Ch 7,8,9   

All Extra Credit Due by 
Thursday, Dec 1st  

UNIT 4                Chapters 10-11  
15  
 Dec 06/08 

T: Ch 10  Witchcraft 
Th:  Ch 10  

Tuesday, December 6th  
Individual Reports Due (25 points) 

Team Project Due (50 points) 
16  
Dec 13/15 

T: Ch 11 New Meaning 
Th: FINAL EXAM  

Thurs, December 15th  
All Students must complete the final exam. 
FINAL EXAM: Ch 1-11 (100points) Scantron #882  

 This course outline serves as a guide and is subject to change.   
Listen for announcements, read the board or visit Etudes for daily class updates!  


	Last day to drop the course with a “W” is Friday, November 18th

