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_____________________________________________________________ 
 

SOCIOLOGY 101: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 
 

Section 2955, Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:00-3:25pm, ARTB 307 
El Camino College, Fall 2016 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Instructor: Hernan Ramirez, Ph.D. 
 
Email: hramirez@elcamino.edu Office: ARTB 320   
Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext. 4858 Office Hours: By Appointment Only 
 
Course Description 
In this course students analyze the influence of the social environment on behavior and 
social life using sociological theoretical perspectives. Components of social structure and 
social culture are critically examined through sociological theories and concepts 
including socialization, deviance, social institutions, and social change. Inequalities based 
on issues such as social class, race, ethnicity, gender, and age will also be analyzed. 
 
Course Prerequisite 
Eligibility for English 1A 
 
Course Goals and Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 
(1) Define and describe sociology as a field of study and distinguish it from other 
disciplines in the social sciences. 
 
(2) Explain and apply the sociological imagination as defined by C. Wright Mills. 
 
(3) Identify and describe key theoretical perspectives in sociology, including 
functionalism, conflict, and interactionism. Analyze strengths and weaknesses of each 
perspective relative to a variety of social situational circumstances. 
 
(4) Identify and analyze prominent classic theorists in sociology, such as Karl Marx, Max 
Weber, Emile Durkheim, as well as contemporary theorists, such as Peter Berger, George 
Ritzer, and Talcott Parsons and their contributions to the field of sociology. 
 
(5) Identify the six steps in the scientific method and distinguish between qualitative and 
quantitative research. 
 
(6) Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of research methodologies sociologists use 
to gather and analyze data. 
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(7) Articulate dimensions of material and nonmaterial culture, including norms, values, 
and symbols. 
 
(8) Classify and define micro and macro elements of social structure, including status, 
role, social groups, organizations, and institutions. 
 
(9) Identify agents of socialization and describe the process of socialization throughout 
the life course. Explain the “nature vs. nurture” debate and assess socialization theories of 
human development. 
 
(10) Define deviance and social control. Identify and apply theories used to explain 
deviant behavior. 
 
(11) Demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts relating to social 
stratification and inequality. 
 
(12) Describe major social institutions and evaluate their impact on individuals and 
groups in American society. Discuss historical and contemporary changes in these 
institutions. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 
SLO #1: Sociological Theoretical Perspectives: Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the purpose of theoretical perspectives and apply sociological 
perspectives such as functionalism, conflict theory, and interactionism to social scenarios. 
 
SLO #2: Sociological Concepts: Students will define and demonstrate an understanding 
of sociological concepts, such as social structure, culture, socialization, deviance, and 
social stratification by applying them to social scenarios. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 
with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 
disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 
identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make 
arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 
 
Special Resource Center Website: www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/ 
Special Resource Center Phone: (310) 660-3295 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/studentcodeofconduct.asp 
 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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Course Policies and Practices 
As you will see, I am very approachable and would be more than happy to talk to you 
about how your semester is going, answer your questions about the course, and discuss 
your strategies for success. It is my sincere hope that you learn to love sociology as I 
have! I believe in your ability to be successful in this class. 
 
In order to ensure that you get the most out of the class, however, I expect you to take an 
ACTIVE approach to your learning, coming to class prepared, having done the assigned 
reading, participating in classroom discussions and activities, and generally staying on 
top of everything that happens in the class. Throughout the semester, I want you to 
employ your CRITICAL THINKING skills, and to nurture your SOCIOLOGICAL 
IMAGINATION, by continually reflecting upon the course material and asking yourself 
how the concepts, theories, and patterns we cover in class are reflected in your own day-
to-day life. This also means keeping an open mind and being willing to question your 
taken-for-granted notions about how our society works. Simply skimming through the 
reading, showing up to class and jotting down a few lecture notes, and then regurgitating 
some facts on exam days will not be enough for you to be able to accomplish this 
important goal. You will be expected to go the extra mile, and I, in turn, will be there 
every step of the way to facilitate your learning experience. 
 
Attendance, Participation, and Classroom Etiquette 
Student participation is a vital component of creating a vibrant learning environment. 
Therefore, you are expected to attend every class and to come prepared, having 
completed the reading and ready to discuss it. 
 
Students should not only be active participants in classroom discussions but should also 
be active and courteous listeners. We will be discussing several sensitive social issues 
and controversial topics in the course, so collegiality and respect are expected of 
everyone. The diversity of students’ views adds depth and richness to this course and is 
welcomed and valued. However, talking over other students, talking during lectures, 
making inflammatory remarks, yelling, or in any other way disrespecting your fellow 
students or the instructor will not be tolerated. Remember, not everyone will share your 
point of view. Please show respect to students whose opinions may differ from yours. If 
you fail to abide by these rules, you will be asked to leave the classroom. 
 
You are expected to arrive in class on time and to remain until we are done for the day. 
Do not arrive late or leave early unless it is unavoidable. If you arrive to class late, please 
take the first available desk closest to the door. If you must leave class early, please 
notify the instructor before class begins and sit in a desk close to the door to minimize 
distractions. 
 
Use of Electronic Devices 
Make sure to shut off or silence your cell phone before the start of class, and refrain from 
using your cell phone for receiving calls, texting, or any other e-communication during 
class. Also, please use your laptop computers only to take notes – not to chat online, 
check your email or social media accounts, listen to music, play games, or browse the 
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web during class. All of these activities are disruptive and disrespectful to the instructor 
and your classmates. Should it become necessary, the instructor reserves the right to limit 
or prohibit the use of laptop computers in the classroom. Lectures may not be recorded 
without permission from the instructor. 
 
Correspondence with Instructor 
The best way to contact me is through email (hramirez@elcamino.edu). Make sure to 
write “Soci 101” and the section number (2955) in the subject line when sending me an 
email. 
 
I check my email regularly during the workweek and do my best to reply to all emails as 
quickly as possible, but please allow time for a response. If you email me over the 
weekend, you can expect a response on Monday. Please do not email me to let me know 
that you will be absent, unless, of course, there is some sort of emergency or illness that 
will result in missing more than one class period, for which you should bring 
documentation. Any questions that require a lengthy response should be asked not via 
email but in a face-to-face conversation during office hours or immediately after class. 
 
All students should activate their El Camino College email account and check it on a 
daily basis. This account will be utilized to notify you of syllabus changes or class 
cancellations, send reminders, and/or transmit other class-related information. It is your 
responsibility to stay on top of class happenings when they are announced via email. 
 
Office Hours and Assistance 
I encourage you to reach out to me to discuss any questions you might have regarding the 
course, to chat about issues brought up in class, or if you find yourself struggling to 
complete the requirements for the course or not comprehending the material. My office 
hours are by appointment only, so send me an email or, better yet, simply speak with me 
before or after class about scheduling an appointment at a time that is convenient for both 
of us. Remember, I am here to help you! 
 
Drop Policy 
Students are responsible for officially withdrawing from a course. However, due to 
enrollment demand, the instructor may drop a student from the class if she/he does not 
appear on the first class meeting. 
 
Students are expected to attend class regularly. The instructor may drop students whose 
absences exceed 10% of the scheduled class meeting times. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Violations of academic integrity, such as cheating, plagiarism, hiring others to do work, 
key logging onto another student’s computer, etc., are very serious matters and will not 
be tolerated. The penalty for cheating on an exam or other assignment is an automatic 
score of zero (0) for that particular assignment, which will adversely affect your final 
grade. Furthermore, a report may be filed with the Dean of Students regarding the 
incident. 
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Online Learning System 
Etudes is the online learning system used in this class. In addition to checking your email, 
you are responsible for logging in to Etudes regularly in order to check for important 
class announcements and other information and materials relevant to the course. 
 
Late Assignments 
Assignments must be turned in in class by the due date specified. Extensions to due dates 
will not be granted under any circumstance. If an assignment is turned in late, the grade 
for that particular assignment will drop 10% for each day it is turned in late. 
 
Absences 
If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to consult with classmates to obtain 
notes on missed lectures. The instructor does not send notes or email summaries of 
lectures missed due to absences. If you are absent, be sure to find out about any important 
announcements that were made during your absence by asking classmates or the 
instructor before or after class, or during office hours. 
 
Exam Policies 
Exams must be taken at the date/time when they are scheduled (see course schedule 
below). Excused absences include documented illness, deaths in the family and other 
documented crises, call to active military duty or jury duty, religious holy days, and 
official ECC activities. These absences will be accommodated in a way that does not 
arbitrarily penalize students who have a valid excuse. Consideration will also be given to 
students whose dependent children experience serious illness. 
 
If an emergency prevents you from making it to an exam, and you are able to provide 
documentation verifying the circumstances preventing your attendance, you will be given 
a different exam. Any documentation verifying an excusable reason for your absence 
must be submitted to the instructor no later than one week (7 days) after the exam date. If 
such documentation is not provided within 7 days, a make-up exam will not be provided 
and the points on that exam will be lost. 
 
During exams or quizzes, phones and other electronic devices must be turned off. 
Dictionaries may not be used during exams or quizzes. Lastly, baseball caps may not be 
worn during exams or quizzes. 
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Course Requirements 
 

(1) Group Learning Activities: A total of four (4) in-class group learning activities 
(discussion questions, worksheets, etc.) will take place during the course of the 
semester. These group activities will be unannounced, so it is important to attend 
every class meeting in order to effectively participate in them. Occasionally, in-
class activities may be completed after class. Each group activity will count for 
4.5% of your final grade. Unless you have an excused absence for which you can 
provide proper documentation, there will be no make-up group activities.  

 
(2) Quizzes: A total of three (3) quizzes will be administered, unannounced, during the 

course of the semester. These quizzes will be designed to assess your knowledge 
of class concepts and/or the major theoretical ideas of the discipline as laid out in 
the Student Learning Outcomes section of this syllabus (see above). The quizzes 
may consist of multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and/or matching 
questions. In order to do well on these quizzes, it is imperative that you complete 
the assigned readings on time. Each quiz will count for 4% of your final grade. 
Unless you have an excused absence for which you can provide proper 
documentation (e.g., a doctor’s note), there will be no make-up quizzes. 

 
(3) Examinations: Three (3) exams will be given. They may involve some combination of 

multiple choice and true/false questions, short answers, and essays. Each exam 
will be worth 20% of your final grade. The exams will be closed-book, in-class 
exams. Unless you have an excused absence for which you can provide proper 
documentation, there will be no make-up exams. 

 
(4) Term Paper: For this assignment, students will write a 6-7 page paper where they will 

relate material from the course – including major concepts, theories, etc. – to their 
daily lives. Detailed instructions for this assignment will be presented in class and 
posted on Etudes early in the semester. College level writing is expected for this 
assignment. The paper must be typed and submitted in class as a hard copy as 
well as on turnitin.com by the specified due date (i.e., Tuesday, November). You 
will be provided with instructions on setting up a turnitin.com account. This 
assignment will count for 10% of your final grade. 

 
 Reminder: Assignments must be turned in by the due date specified in order to 
 receive full credit. There will be a 10% deduction for every day that an 
 assignment is turned in late. 
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Grade Breakdown 
The following is a breakdown of the point amounts assigned to each course requirement: 
 
   Points Possible Percent 
Group Activities (4) 54   18% 
Quizzes (3)       36   12% 
Exam 1  60   20% 
Exam 2  60   20% 
Exam 3  60   20% 
Term Paper  30   10% 
__________________________________________ 
TOTAL  300 Points  100% 
 
 
Final Grade Cutoff Table 
 
Percent  Points  Grade 
90 and up 270 and up A 
80  240 to 269 B 
70  210 to 239 C 
60  180 to 209 D 
59 and down 179 and less F 
 
 
Required Text 
Giddens, Anthony, Mitchell Duneier, Richard P. Appelbaum, and Deborah Carr. 2016.  
Introduction to Sociology [10th edition]. New York: W.W. Norton & Company. 
ISBN: 978-0-393-26431-9 
 
Lectures are organized around the required readings, and you are responsible for 
completing the reading for each class meeting prior to coming to class. While the lectures 
correspond to the readings, I will not go directly over all the material from the text in 
class. Do not hesitate to ask questions during class or schedule an appointment with me 
during office hours if you do not understand any of the material and would like to discuss 
it further. Remember, I am here to help you! 
 
Note: Supplementary readings may be assigned at various points throughout the semester. 
Such readings will be announced in class and posted on Etudes, and you will be 
responsible for printing them out at home. 
 
Required Materials 
You will need six (6) Scantrons 882-E and several #2 pencils with erasers. These are 
inexpensive but essential materials that you should obtain at the start of the semester. It is 
your responsibility to come to every class meeting prepared, with a Scantron and a good 
pencil in your possession. These materials will NOT be provided for you. 
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Tentative Class Schedule 
The following dates and topics are tentative and subject to change, depending upon class 
progression through the material. Note, however, that the final exam date and time 
(Thursday, December 15, 2:00 – 3:25 pm) is not subject to change. This policy cannot 
be bypassed, so please make any winter travel plans accordingly. 
 
Weeks 1-3: Introduction to Sociology, Theory, and Research 
August 30: Review of syllabus, first-day attendance 
 
September 1 

• Class introductions, introduction to sociology 
• Chapter 1, “What is Sociology?” (pp 1-21) 

 
September 6 

• Chapter 1, “What is Sociology?” (pp 1-21, continued) 
 
September 8 

• Chapter 1, “What is Sociology?” (pp 1-21, continued) 
 
September 13  

• Chapter 2, “Asking and Answering Sociological Questions.” (pp 22-40) 
 
September 15  

• Chapter 2, “Asking and Answering Sociological Questions.” (pp 22-40, 
continued) 

 
Weeks 4-6: The Individual, Groups, Culture, and Society 
September 20: Culture from a Sociological Perspective 

• Chapter 3, “Culture and Society.” (pp 41-67). 
 
September 22 

• Chapter 3, “Culture and Society.” (pp 41-67, continued). 
 
September 27: Socialization 

• Chapter 4, “Socialization and the Life Course.” (pp 68-89) 
 
September 29 

• Chapter 4, “Socialization and the Life Course.” (pp 68-89, continued) 
 
October 4: Social Interaction and the Construction of the Self and Society 

• Chapter 5, “Social Interaction and Everyday Life in the Age of the Internet.” (pp 
90-111) 
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October 6 
• Chapter 5, “Social Interaction and Everyday Life in the Age of the Internet.” (pp 

90-111, continued) 
 
October 11 

• EXAM 1 
 
Weeks 7-11: Social Inequality 
October 13: Deviance and Social Control 

•  Chapter 7, “Conformity, Deviance, and Crime.” (pp 138-164) 
 
 October 18 

• Chapter 7, “Conformity, Deviance, and Crime.” (pp 138-164, continued) 
 
October 20 

• Chapter 7, “Conformity, Deviance, and Crime.” (pp 138-164, continued) 
 
October 25: Social Class and Economic Inequality in the U.S. 

• Chapter 8, “Stratification, Class, and Inequality.” (pp 165-198) 
 
October 27 

• Chapter 8, “Stratification, Class, and Inequality.” (pp 165-198, continued) 
 
November 1: Gender and Gender Inequality 

• Chapter 10, “Gender Inequality.” (pp 218-249) 
 
November 3 

• Chapter 10, “Gender Inequality.” (pp 218-249, continued) 
 
November 8: Race and Ethnicity 

• Chapter 11, “Ethnicity and Race.” (pp 250-277) 
 
November 10 

• Chapter 11, “Ethnicity and Race.” (pp 250-277, continued) 
 
November 15 

• EXAM 2 
 
Weeks 12-16: Institutional Arrangements and the Shaping of Society 
November 17: The Sociology of Labor and the Economy 

• Chapter 14, “Work and Economic Life.” (pp 335-369) 
 
November 22 

• Chapter 14, “Work and Economic Life.” (pp 335-369, continued) 
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November 24 
• THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY (No Class)  

 
November 29: The Sociology of Family Life 

• Chapter 15, “Families and Intimate Relationships.” (pp 370-401) 
• TERM PAPER DUE at the start of class 

 
December 1 

• Chapter 15, “Families and Intimate Relationships.” (pp 370-401, continued) 
 
December 6: The Sociology of Education 

• Chapter 16, “Education.” (pp 402-427) 
 
December 8 

• Chapter 16, “Education.” (pp 402-427, continued) 
 
December 13 

• Catch-Up and Review Day 
 
December 15 

• EXAM 3 (FINAL EXAM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 
statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice. 
(Revised 8/16) 


