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At the end of this course you will be 
able to:

1)  Demonstrate a basic 
understanding of the 
scientific method by 
testing a simple 
hypothesis. 

2)Examine and identify 
and the basic 
components of cell 
biology including the 

structure of cells, cell division, DNA structure and 
replication, and protein synthesis. 

3) Compare and contrast human karyotypes (chromosome 
spreads) to identify potential abnormalities and 
chromosomal mutations. 

4) Employ principles of Mendelian genetics to determine 
offspring genotype and phenotype probabilities. 

5) Analyze human pedigrees to discover the mode of 
inheritance of given traits, disorders and diseases. 

6) Compare and contrast processes of microevolution and 
macroevolution.. 

7) Identify the basic principles of Darwinian Theory and 
give an example of natural selection in action.  

8) Differentiate between the forces of microevolution and 
recognize their effects on allele and genotype 
frequencies in populations. 

9) Distinguish between ancestral and derived 
characteristics in a given animal lineage using cladistic 
analysis. 

10)Compare and contrast skeletal and anatomical features 
of representatives of the vertebrate classes inferences 
from hominid fossils. 

11)Identify the distinguishing adaptations of the four 
types of non-human primates. 

12)Locate and describe the major bones of the human 
skeleton. 

13)Analyze assemble and measure human skeletal 
material to objectively determine the age and sex of 
remains, assess ancestry and identify pathologies. 

14)Utilize anthropometric techniques to measure human 
body form and describe human biological variation. 

15)Distinguish between the early hominid genera and 
explain their evolutionary significance. 

16)Compare and contrast various extinct species of the 
genus Homo with modern Homo sapiens and describe 
their relative positions on the human family tree. 

ANTH 5       -Syllabus-

Physical Anthropology Laboratory
This course uses laboratory exercises and hands-on activities to explore the primary topics of physical 
anthropology. Topics will include principles of evolution, human genetics, forensic anthropology, behavior and 
anatomy of nonhuman primates, human variation and fossil evidence for human evolution.

Professor Standen
Email: sstanden@elcamino.edu

Voicemail: (310) 660-3593 mailbox 4833
Office Hours:  By appointment and by email Thursday 5:30pm-6:30pm

mailto:sstanden@elcamino.edu?subject=
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Examinations 
Examination format may include True/ 
False, multiple choice, matching, and 
labeling.  Please use Scantron Form 
882E.  

Points Possible 
Quizzes (1 x 50; 2 x 25) 100 
Primate Presentation 100 
Lab Exercises  100 
Final Exam  100 
Total   400 

Grading Scale 
≥90% A 
80-89% B 
70-79% C 
60-69% D 
<60 F 

Important Dates 
Last day to add   Sept. 9th 
Last day to drop w/o ‘W’ Sept. 9th 
Last day to drop  Nov. 18th 
Final Exam  Dec. 15th 

Make-up Policy 
There are no make-ups for lab 
examinations.

Expectations/ Behavior
As committed students, I know that everyone will display 

respect and consideration for 
our learning environment.  
Please arrive to class on time 
and be prepared.  Please know 
that if any pattern of tardiness, 
leaving early, or absence occurs 
you may be dropped from the 
course. 
 We are all equally 
responsible for generating a 
comfortable 

learning environment.  Although I encourage 
you to use your resources to facilitate your 
learning process during lecture, the use of cell 
phones (including texting) and computers is 
prohibited if it distracts you, or me, from the 
classroom experience.  If you have an 
emergency, please take it outside.  If anyone 

becomes a perpetual distraction, in order to maintain a 
comfortable learning environment, they will be asked to leave. 
 Meeting as scheduled is our joint commitment for the 
duration of the semester.  When we meet I expect you to make 
the most of the time we have together.  Important information 
will be offered in lecture.  As a student it is your job to be 
present and benefit from it as quizzes and exams will draw 
heavily from class material. 
 Along those lines, you will be prepared to benefit from 
the lecture when you have read the relevant textbook material for 
that week.  I may talk about things that are not in the text, but 
reading the text will prepare you for our discussions.  You are 
responsible for the text and any additional material I assign and/ 
or present in lecture.  Reading before the lecture is an ongoing 

assignment that will ultimately aid your 
preparation for quizzes and exams. 
 You are responsible for attending 
class, you are paying for it, and when you miss 
class it comes at a great cost to you.  I know as 
a responsible student you will fit this class in 
to your schedule and show up on time and 
prepared.  It is important that you have made a 

Required Text:
Laboratory Manual and Workbook for Biological 
Anthropology: Engaging with Human Evolution.  
WW. Norton & Company.  K. Elizabeth Soluri & 
Sabrina Agarwal. (2016)

Attendance 
Regular attendance is expected of every 

student. A student may be dropped 
from class when absences from class 
exceed 10% of the scheduled class 

meeting time. 
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Academic Honesty
Cheating, academic dishonesty, is not part of our learning picture.  When you cheat you stand out like a chimpanzee in a dojo.  You are here to 
enrich yourself, and you are each expected to be the sole author of your work.  Copying work from another person without giving them credit is 
considered plagiarism and will not be tolerated.  You will each travel your  own intellectual path.  There is nothing more sure to pave the way than 
hard work, perseverance, and a positive attitude.  You may all arrive at similar conclusions, but you must do so independently. 

You will be expected to adhere to El Camino College policy concerning academic honesty.  Anyone caught cheating or plagiarizing on an 
assignment/ exam will receive a -0- for that assignment/ exam and will be subjected to institutional disciplinary action according to El Camino 
policy. 

Alfred Russell Wallace Charles Darwin

Cheating violates Section I.B.1 of El Camino College’s Board Policy 5138, Standards of Student Conduct. 
The El Camino College faculty, staff and administrators are dedicated to maintaining an optimal learning environment and will not tolerate academic 
dishonesty. To uphold the academic integrity of the institution, all members of the academic community, faculty and students alike, must assume 
responsibility for providing an educational environment of the highest standards characterized by a spirit of academic honesty. 

The following statement is part of Board Policy 5138, Standards of Conduct: “Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism or knowingly 
furnishing false information to the college.’’ When there is evidence of cheating or plagiarism in classroom work, students may receive an F for that piece of 
work or may be suspended from all classes for that term and the following term if deemed appropriate. 

Examples of Cheating or Plagiarism are: 
1. Representing the words, ideas or work of another as one’s own in any academic exercise (plagiarism), including the use of commercial term paper 

companies; 
2. Copying or allowing another student to copy from one’s paper or answer sheet during an examination; 
3. Allowing another individual to assume one’s identity for the purpose of enhancing one’s grade in any of the following: testing, field trips or attendance; 
4. Falsifying or attempting to falsify attendance records and/or grade rosters; 
5. Changing answers on a previously scored test, assignment or experiment with the intent to defraud; 
6. Inventing data for the purpose of completing a laboratory experiment or case study analysis with the intent to defraud; 
7. Giving and/or taking information during an examination by any means such as sign language, hand signals or secret codes; 
8. Obtaining copies of notes, exams or exam questions by any means other than distribution from the instructor. (This includes copying and removing 

exam questions from the classroom for any purpose.); 
9. Using study aids such as calculators, tape recorders or notes that have been specifically prohibited by the instructor. 

Responsibility of El Camino College Students 
It is the responsibility of each student to conduct him/herself in a manner which encourages learning and promotes honesty; and to act with fairness toward 
other students in the classroom. This incorporates the notion that students should not seek an unfair advantage over other students when completing an 
assignment, taking an examination or engaging in any other kind of academic activity. 

Consequences for Cheating or Plagiarism 
Given alleged violation of the Standards of Conduct, any or all of the following actions may be imposed: 
1. The instructor may assign a failing grade to the examination or assignment in which the alleged cheating or plagiarism occurred. This action is based on 

information that the instructor had. 
2. The instructor may dismiss the student from the class or activity for the present and/or following class session(s) as stipulated in BP5138, section IIB5: 

Removal by Instructor. 
3. The instructor may recommend suspension or expulsion of the student from the college as stipulated in BP5138, Section IIB6 and 8. This 

recommendation must be in accordance with El Camino College’s Due Process and Disciplinary Procedures. 
4. Complete the Academic Dishonesty Report Form and submit it to your Division Office for distribution. 
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Week: Date: Topic Lab Manual

1 Sept 02 Introduction/ Syllabus

2 Sept 09 Scientific Method 1

3 Sept 16 Genetics/ Inheritance 2 & 3

4 Sept 23 Forces of Evolution 4

5 Sept 30 Quiz/ Human Osteology (Cranium) 5 & 6

6 Oct 07 Cranium Quiz/ Human Osteology (Post-crania) 5 & 6

7 Oct 14 Post-Crania Quiz/ Classification 9

8 Oct 21 Student Presentations (Primate Behavior) 10, 11

9 Oct 28 Student Presentations (Primate Behavior) 10, 11

10 Nov 4 Primate Comparative Anatomy 12

11 Nov 11 Veteran’s Day - Campus Closed *

12 Nov 18 Early Primate Evolution 13

13 Nov 25 Thanksgiving Holiday - Campus Closed 14

14 Dec 02 Identifying the Human Lineage/ Early Hominins 15

15 Dec 09 Genus  Homo 16

16 Dec 16 Final Exam

Tentative Class Schedule


