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The mission of the El Camino College Childhood Education Program is to provide relevant coursework, 
exemplary role models, and sound pedagogy to successfully prepare childhood educators to earn the 
required permits or degrees that will enable them to teach in diverse settings, to positively influence students 
and families in their communities, and to serve as advocates for children and the childhood education 
profession.  

  
 Child Development 152   

Curriculum & Strategies for Children with Special Needs  
FALL 2016 

Section 2219   3 Units 
Thursdays 6:30 to 9:40pm 

ARTB 317 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Instructor  Allyson Steiner-Dowling, M.A. 
Office:        ARTB 320 
Phone:    (310) 660-3593     

Email:    asteiner@elcamino.edu  
Email is the best way to reach me as I check it often. Put “CDEV 152 – Thursday” in the subject line.) 
 
Office Hours- By appointment only 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Child Development 152                                                                                                                 
Curriculum & Strategies for Children with Special Needs 3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English A Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU  

Required Text/s and Materials:  

Adapting Early Childhood Curricula for Children with Special Needs                                                                            
Enhanced Pearson eText with LooseLeaf Version –Access Card Package 9th ed                                     
Cook, Klein & Chen ©2016    

Unbound (saleable) with Access Card  

ISBN-13: 9780134019413                                                    

1. Handouts/articles will be given in class and posted on our class portal site. (Access via your MYECC 
account)   

2. Students will furnish materials and supplies necessary for preparation and presentation of learning 
activities.   

 
 

El Camino College 
Childhood Education Department 

Preparing Childhood Education Professionals and Life-long Learners 
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Course Description:  
In this course, students will study curriculum and intervention strategies for working with children with 
special needs. Focus will be placed on the use of observation and assessment in meeting the 
individualized needs of children in inclusive and natural environments. The role of the teacher, the special 
education assistant, and the in-home respite care provider will be emphasized. Topics include working in 
partnership with families, designing curriculum and accommodations, collaborating with interdisciplinary 
teams, and developing cultural competence and responsiveness. 
 
Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, the students will be able to: 

• Explain current special education laws and their impact on early childhood practice. 
• Analyze legal and ethical issues involving children with disabilities that are governed by local 

and national laws, policies, and regulations. 
• Describe strategies that support the central role of families and their collaborative partnerships 

with team members and community professionals. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of reflective practice, cultural responsiveness, confidentiality, and 

professional practices when working with colleagues, children and families. 
• Practice various formal and information observation and assessment procedures used to guide 

identification and intervention decisions.  
• Identify curriculum, environment and natural learning opportunities to meet individual needs, 

outcomes, and goals of young children and families.                                                                                                                                     
• Design modifications and accommodations based on observation, evidence-based practices, and 

legal requirements to support children's development. 
• Evaluate behavior and select the appropriate behavioral techniques to support children with 

disabilities. 
• Examine the role and responsibility of a special education teacher, assistant, and respite care 

provider. 
• Identify and describe various community services available to support the individual with 

disabilities. 
 

 
Student Learning Outcomes:  

SLO#1 Evaluating Programs and Policies 
Evaluate program, educational and professional policies, based on special education laws and evidence-
based practices.  

SLO#2 Curriculum Strategies                                                                                                             
Design and implement curriculum strategies based on children's individualized needs in inclusive and 
natural environments. 

SLO#3 Advocacy                                                                                                                            
Demonstrate how you would advocate for effective partnerships with families, interdisciplinary team 
members, and community resource specialists. 

ADA Statement/Students with Special Needs:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 
the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 
Resource Center.  
Please inform the instructor during the first week of classes of any disability or special needs that you 
have that may require specific arrangements related to attending class sessions, carrying out class 
assignments, or writing paper examinations. 
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Student Code of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp  

Attendance Policy 
Attendance is vital to understanding the course material. Information and activities will be presented in 
class that may not be available in the texts.  Therefore, students should strive to attend every class session. 
After three (3) absences, you may be excluded from the class.  If it is past the drop deadline you WILL 
receive a “W” or a failing grade. There are no exceptions to this policy. Please monitor your attendance 
closely.  

         Students are also expected to be punctual to class. Roll is taken at the beginning of the class hour.  It 
is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor at the end of class if you arrive late, have 
personal/medical emergencies affecting your attendance, obtain information about missed classes from 
fellow students, and officially drop a class if you stop attending. 
 
     If you are having difficulty in meeting course deadlines or in understanding course materials, you are 
expected to discuss your situation with the instructor before it jeopardizes your grade for the course. 
Contact me so that we can develop some strategies to help you make this a valuable learning experience. 
Most problems can be solved or at least worked with, before they become serious.  
 
     You will also be participating in a variety of activities throughout the semester.  All activities must be 
completed during class time.  It is imperative that you are regular in attendance and active in all 
classroom activities.  There are no make-ups for class activities.   
 
Absences and Drop Policy 
The College catalog states that regular attendance is expected of every student.  You are allowed a 
maximum of three (3) absences or you may be dropped from the class.  If it is past the drop deadline, you 
will receive an F.  It is your responsibility to drop the class. Do not assume that your instructor has 
dropped you. Refer to the current El Camino’s Schedule of Classes for more detailed guidelines. 
 
Important Dates 

Last Day to Drop with No Notification on Transcript  
and Enrollment Fee Refund Friday, Sept. 9, 2016 

Last Day to Apply for Spring Certificate or Graduation  Friday, Oct. 14, 2016 
Last Day to Drop with a “W”  Friday, Nov. 18, 2016 

 
 
Incomplete Policy  
College policy on withdrawals applies. Refer to the current El Camino’s Schedule of Classes for more 
detailed guidelines.  

 
My ECC 
Students may access MYECC for email, and other services such as adding, dropping, and paying for 
classes, and obtaining unofficial transcripts.  Go to www.elcamino.edu.  Click on MYECC.    
 
 
Academic Honesty   
Each student is responsible for their own work, including test answers, in-class exercises, written 
assignments, and oral presentations.  In college students are expected to cite and reference their material. 
When you are quoting another author, either directly or indirectly, always reference them by using a 
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citation. Plagiarism is not acceptable.  If a student plagiarizes, the student will be assigned an automatic 
zero on the paper with no possibility of resubmitting the assignment.  
 
    A guideline for APA style cites and references will be provided to avoid issues of plagiarism and to 
develop ones’ skill for proper writing technique. If you have any questions about what constitutes 
plagiarism or cheating, please ask the instructor.  These standards will be discussed in class.   
 
    The El Camino College faculty, staff, and administration are dedicated to maintaining an optimal 
learning environment and will not tolerate academic dishonesty. When an instructor determines that there 
is evidence of dishonesty in any academic work (including, but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or 
theft of exam materials), students are subject to review as per college policy.   
 
Classroom Rules of Conduct  
The best policy is to treat others, as you would like to be treated. If all observe the policies below, we 
can create an enjoyable, interesting and respectful learning community. The policies include, but are 
not limited to: 

1. Students are expected to treat fellow students with respect.  Treating others as you would treat 
yourself. Including but not limited to: 

a. Respect: Listening quietly and respectfully when others speak and speak your opinion 
without judging others.  

b. Punctuality: Arriving on time and staying for the duration of class 
c. Participation: Come to class with an open mind and participate in activities and 

discussions providing others with alternative perspectives and helps others construct 
new knowledge and expand ones’ frame of reference. 

d. Distraction Free Zone: NO CELL PHONE USE of any kind during class Turn off 
ALL electronic devices and anything else that rings, beeps, or buzzes during class.  If 
you have an emergency, quietly remove yourself from the room for the duration of the 
conversation and return when finished. 

 
Title IX Employee Reporting Obligations:  

El Camino College is committed to protecting the safety of our students. If you have been a victim of 
misconduct/assault (including experiences of sexual harassment, sexual assault, stalking and intimate 
partner violence), help is available. You can:  

1. Speak with an instructor. By law, faculty must report to the Office of Staff and Student Diversity any 
information about sexual or gender-based misconduct shared by students in person, via electronic 
communication and/or in classroom papers or homework exercises. Once an incident has been reported 
you can decide whether to cooperate with the investigation.  

2. Speak with a psychologist at Student Health. This assistance is free and confidential – psychologists 
are not required to report to the Office of Staff and Student Diversity. To schedule an appointment, call 
the Student Health Center at 310.660.3643 or visit their website: 
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health/  

 3. Contact the Office of Staff and Student Diversity at 310.660.3813 or visit their website for more 
information about resources on and off campus: http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/hr/diversity/  
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Course Projects and Assessment Policies 

Folders:  Each student will receive a folder for this class which will include a grading sheet and a 
communication sheet.  This system will allow you to keep track of your attendance and your grade 
throughout the class.   Pick up your folder at the beginning of each class and return it at the end of the 
class meeting.  Be sure to initial your attendance for each class. 

Assignment Guidelines 
All students are expected to complete college level work. One of the goals of this class is to prepare 
students to be successful professionals. Part of having a successful image is the ability to produce neat, 
legible, coherent and grammatically correct written materials. All of the written papers and assignment 
need to be typed in a 12 point, Times New Roman (or Arial) font, double spaced, and have a 1” margin 
form all sides. For major assignments please include a cover sheet with your name, class, title of the 
assignment and due date.  

Late Assignments 
All assignments must be turned in on the established date and are due at the beginning of class- this 
includes emailed assignments.  10%  per week will be deducted for late assignments, regardless of the 
reason. This is equivalent to a letter grade. If you are late, your assignment is considered late as well. 
Students should save all graded assignments in case grade verification is ever needed.  

Emailing Assignments to the Instructor 
If you do email an assignment to the instructor, please put “CDEV 152 - Thursday” in the subject area 
or you email might go to my “spam” folder.  Be sure to include your full name in the email. IF an 
assignment is emailed the day it is due, it must be emailed before the start of class or it will be 
considered late. 

Exams  
There are 3 exams for this class, they are open-book and open-note. If you use the E-book you may 
bring your laptop for the exams. Please bring a scantron and a pencil to class for each exam.  Make up 
exams are given for emergencies only.  Students must take the make-up exam BEFORE the exams are 
returned to students the following week.  

Homework:  
Ten additional readings/ assignments will be given in class. Responses must be typed following the 
written work guidelines. If you are absent it is your responsibility to obtain the assignment details from a 
study buddy.  

Class Participation & Attendance: 
 All students are expected to read required assignments prior to the class meeting for which it was 
assigned and participate in critical, respectful dialogue during class time as well as complete in class 
assignments. 

Projects 

Observation and Report: Students observe children in a licensed early childhood education program 
setting and write an observation report based on the criteria presented in class.  

Curriculum Strategies presentation: Students create supplemental materials to support students with 
special needs as determined by, detailed criteria will be presented in class.  
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Grading Overview 

Activity/ Assignment Points 
Participation/In Class Group Work 
  (5 points per class x15 weeks) 

75 

Homework (10x10) 100 
Exams (3x50 points each) 150 
Center Observation Report 75 
Curriculum Strategies Presentation 100 

Total 500 

Final Course Grades will be Based on the Following Grading Scale 

Grading Scale 
450-500 A 
400-449 B 
350-399 C 
300-349 D 
Below 300 F 

Extra Credit   
There will be no make-up assignments or minimal amounts (if any) extra credit offered in this course. 

 Also this course does NOT use +/- grading. If you would like me to forward your “unofficial” 
grade, please leave a post card (purchased from the bookstore) or a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope (SASE) with a card inside. 

College-Level Writing Requirements 
Evaluation of student’s work is based on college level standards of proficiency, which are set out in 
grading rubrics for most every assignment. Papers must be college-level and edited for spelling and 
grammar.   

If you are having trouble, you can meet with a tutor at the Learning Resources Center in the library, or 
go to the El Camino Writing Center. Good writing skills are essential to your success in college. 

El Camino College Support Services:   Main phone number 310-660-3593 
Writing Center Humanities 122 Ext. 3873 
Learning Resources Center Library NW wing-2nd floor Ext. 3511 
Health Center Health Center Ext. 3643 
Special Resources Center East Side of  Student Services  Ext. 3295 
Tutoring Center Library West wing- upstairs Ext. 3511 
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Communication is Key 
          If you are struggling with or have a question about any of the concepts that I am presenting in class 
please do not hesitate to talk to me about it. I am available via phone, e-mail, or schedule an appointment. 
If you are an ESL student, or if you have any areas that you need assistance please contact me so that we 
can develop some strategies to help you make this a valuable learning experience. 

CDEV 152- Curriculum & Strategies for Children with Special Needs 
Complete the readings prior to the class meetings. 

Make-up exams must be completed prior to exams being handed back to students. 
10% of the assignment total will be deducted for late assignments. 

Week Date Reading, Topics & Exams Assignments due dates 
Week 1 9/01 Introduction and course requirements 

Chapter 1- Educating Young Children 
Purchase text book 

Week 2 9/08 Chapter 2- In Partnership with Families 
      -review textbook features 

Week 3 9/15 Chapter 3- Intervention Plans 
Week 4 9/22* Exam #1 chapters 1, 2,3 Don’t forget your scantron! 
Week 5 9/29 Chapter 4- Designing Instructional 

Programs 
      Observation criteria presented 

Week 6 10/06 Chapter 5- Considerations for Teaching 
Children with Specific Disabilities 

Week 7 10/13 Chapter 6- Promoting Emotional & Social 
Development 

Week 8 10/20 Chapter 7- Helping Young Children 
Developing Motor & Self-Help Skills 

Week 9 10/27 Exam #2- Chapter’s 4,5, 6,7 Don’t forget your scantron! 
Week 10 11/03 Chapter 8- Nurturing Communication 

Skills. 
     - Introduction of final project 

Week 11 11/10 Chapter 9-Encouraging the Development 
of Cognitive Skills and Literacy 
      Group work- if time allows 

Week 12 11/17 Chapter 9 continued 
       Group work- if time allows 

Observation Due 11/17 

Week 13 11/24  **Thanksgiving Day-  Campus 
Closed*** 

Week 14 12/01 Chapter 10- Teaming: Collaboration, 
Problem Solving & Inclusion support. 
Final Group Presentations 

Presentations due 12/1 & 
12/08 

Week15 12/08 Chapter 10 continued 
Final Group Presentations 

Presentations due 12/1 & 
12/08 

Week 16 12/15 Exam #3- Chapters 8,9,10. Don’t forget your scantron! 


