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El Camino College/Compton Center 
Childhood Education Department 

 
The Home, The School, The Community 

Child Development 104 
Fall 2016, 3 units 

Section 2167 
Mondays 1pm – 4:10pm  

ARTB 311 
 
Instructor: Brittany Wilson 
Email: bwilson@elcamino.edu 
Availability: By appointment/before or after class  
 
Recommended Preparation: Eligibility for English 1A  

Course Description: This course examines the interconnection among the home, family, school, and community in 
relation to the development of children from birth to adolescence. Emphasis is placed on the influences of social 
agents such as family support services, educational systems, media, and peers, and on how these social agents 
contribute in preparing the child for living independently in a diverse society. Topics will include parenting styles, 
schooling, roles of teachers, peers, the media, children with special needs, cultural influences on behavior, child 
abuse, neglect, and social policy. 

Note: This is a core course for all teachers and assistants in early childhood programs regulated by the State of California and is 
credit/degree applicable for CSU and UC schools.  
 
Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, the student will: 

• Demonstrate knowledge of legal requirements and ethical responsibilities of professionals working with all 
children and families. 

• Examine and explain the impact of systems and socialization on child development.  
• Assess the complex interrelationship of the home, the school, and the community and analyze how it affects 

a child's development.  
• Compare and contrast diverse family structures, parenting styles, culture, tradition and values and their 

impact upon children and youth.  
• Investigate and evaluate the effects of age, gender, diverse abilities, language, culture, racial identity, 

ethnicity, socio-economic status, educational systems, mass media, and public policy on children and 
families.  

• Define and examine a variety of contemporary issues that influence family functioning and develop 
appropriate strategies to assist families experiencing stress.  

• Identify and evaluate the services provided by a variety of community agencies for families, including 
physical health, social services, mental health, developmental, and family support services, including 
agencies designed for specific populations such as homeless families, abused children, and after-school 
recreation and care.  

• Develop advocacy strategies to affect public attitudes and policy.  
• Identify and discuss stereotypes and assumptions that affect attitudes and actions within the family, the 

culture, and the professional community.  
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• Demonstrate ability to implement a variety of appropriate and effective communication strategies for 

working or developing relationships with diverse populations.  
• Explore one's own family history and examine how it affects relationships with children and families. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes:  

SLO #1 - Family Support Services: Critically assess community support services and agencies that are 
available to community and families. 
SLO #2 – Analyzing Values: Analyze one’s own values, goals and sense of self as related to family history 
and life experiences, assessing how this impacts relationships with children and families. 
SLO #3 – Impact of Communities Upon Families: Assess the impact of educational, political, and 
socioeconomic factors on children and families by identifying effective strategies that empower families in 
children’s development.  

 
ADA Statement/ Students with Special Needs: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 
accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with 
a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to 
the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 
Special Resources Center. 
 
Student Code of Conduct: 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 
 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530:  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 
Academic Honesty: El Camino College places a high value on the integrity of its student scholars.  When an 
instructor determines that there is evidence of dishonesty in any academic work (including, but not limited to 
cheating, plagiarism, or theft of exam materials), disciplinary actions appropriate to the misconduct as defined in BP 
5500 may be taken.  A failing grade on an assignment in which academic dishonesty has occurred and suspension 
from class are among the disciplinary actions for academic dishonesty (AP 5520).  Students with any questions about 
the Academic Honesty or discipline policies are encouraged to speak with their instructor in advance. 
 

APA format: Students will construct new knowledge through many different mediums in this course, 
including the textbook, scholarly articles, personal research, and exchanges with classmates. It is important 
students give credit to those who help construct their knowledge. This should be done using the APA format. 
Resources for APA formatting will be provided in class.  
 
The Purdue OWL website is useful for determining how to cite different types of resources: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/  (Click on “APA Guide” on the bottom left of the screen). 

 
Student Responsibilities: Please make positive contributions to our learning community… 

• Communication is key! 
• Come to class with an open mind.  
• Participate in activities and discussions because it provides others with alternative perspectives and helps 

others construct new knowledge. 
• “Respect people’s feelings. Even if it doesn’t mean anything to you, it could mean everything to them.” – 

Unknown  
• Cell Phone Policy: NO CELL PHONE USE of any kind during class. If you need to use your cell phone 

please be courteous and excuse yourself from the learning environment.  
 

As a class, a Classroom Code of Conduct will be created to collectively establish mutually agreeable classroom 
rules. This will help create a unique learning environment that will support us all through the learning process. 
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My Responsibilities to Students: 

• Create a safe learning environment that encourages reciprocal communication, exploration of others’ points 
of views, and mutual respect. 

• Support all students’ in their personal and professional growth and development.  
• Incorporate a variety of teaching practices to accommodate different learning styles. 
• I reserve the right to make modifications to this syllabus based on students’ interests and needs, and will 

inform all students of any provisions.  
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 

1. Textbooks:  
Ø Textbook: Grant, K. B., Ray, J. A. (2016).  Home, school and community collaboration: Culturally 

responsive family involvement.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publication.  
3rd Edition ISBN: 978-1483347547   
2nd Edition ISBN: 978-1-4129-9074-5 ß 2013 

 
Ø Gruwell, E. & Freedom Writers. (1999). Freedom Writers Diary. New York: Main Street Books. 

ISBN-10: 038549422X  
 
These books will be used for completing the Chapter Review Assignments in addition to supplementing 

classroom discussions and activities.  
 

2. Attendance: Attendance is your key to success! Students are expected to attend classes regularly. While I 
hope you are able to attend all classes I understand life can create obstacles. Please give me advance notice if 
you will be absent so we can determine how to ensure you will not fall behind in the course. Please be aware 
that it is El Camino College policy to drop students whose absences exceed 10% of the scheduled class 
meeting time. If a student chooses to drop this course at any time during the semester, it is the student’s 
responsibility to drop the course before the drop deadline or you will receive an F (Friday, September 9th).  

 
3. Participation: Your participation in class activities and discussions plays an important role in promoting a 

meaningful learning community. Your contributions provide others with alternative perspectives and helps to 
construct new knowledge. You will have the opportunity to earn 50 participation points throughout this 
course (10 opportunities worth 5 points each). Opportunities will be given at random and the points cannot be 
made up if you are absent or leave class early.    

 
4. Assignments: The following is a brief overview of the assignments due throughout this course. Separate 

handouts detailing each assignment’s requirements will be handed out and reviewed with enough time to 
complete your work. All assignments are to follow APA guidelines (typed 12 point font, double spaced, 1 
inch margins) unless otherwise specified.  
 
à Late work policy: All assignments are due at the beginning of class. Home-in-a-Bag and Community 
Resource File assignments may NOT be submitted late. All other assignments may be submitted late but 
will receive a 10% deduction in points (equivalent to one letter grade) per class that it is late.  
 
In limited circumstances, an assignment can be emailed to me by the start of class on the due date. 
Assignments emailed after the start of class will be subject to a 10% point deduction, as they will be 
considered late. If an assignment is emailed, please submit a hard copy of the assignment for me to grade the 
following week.  

 
An overview of each assignment including the amount of points each assignment is worth and its due date 
can be found below on pages 4 and 5: 
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ASSIGNMENTS: 

 
Textbook Chapter Reviews (20 points each) – Due Ongoing  
Make a list of 10 important concepts (facts, information, statistics, etc…) from the chapter. Include the page 
number on which the concept is located. For each concept write a reflective statement describing how the 
information will help you in your work with children and their families, or your personal life.  
 

Chapter 2 Due Sept. 12th 
Chapter 5 Due Sept. 19th 
Chapter 6 Due Oct. 3rd 
Chapter 7 Due Oct. 3rd 
Chapter 3 Due Oct. 10th 
Chapter 1 Due Oct. 31st 
Chapter 10 Due Nov. 7th 
Chapter 9 Due Nov. 14th 

 
Project #1: Home-in-a-Bag (50 points) – Due September 26th  
This assignment is designed to create an opportunity for students to reflect on what HOME means in a richly 
diverse culture. You will decorate a bag/box/container (using the guidelines presented in class) to represent 
what “home” means to you.  You may use pictures, words, symbols, and items for this project.  Students are 
required to present their project to the class (within 2-4 minutes). If you do the assignment you will get 
points. If you do not complete it, you will not get any points. There is no make up day for this assignment if 
you are absent. 
 
Anti-Bias Education Review (20 points) – Due October 17th  
Read Chapter One from Anti-bias Education for Young Children and Ourselves by Louise Derman-Sparks & 
Julie Olsen Edwards (link below & hardcopies will be provided in class). Make a list of 10 concepts you 
found important from the reading. For each concept write a reflective statement describing why it is 
important and how the information will help you in your work with children and their families, or your 
personal life.  
 

Ø Chapter 1: What is Anti-Bias Education? from Anti-bias Education for Young Children and 
Ourselves by Louise Derman-Sparks & Julie Olsen Edwards  
  Retrieved from http://www.naeyc.org/store/files/store/TOC/254.pdf 

 
Project #2: Reflective Journal (100 points) – Due November 13th  
Write a reflective journal answering the provided prompts about how you relate to the Freedom Writer’s 
Diary by The Freedom Writers and Erin Gruwell. Include aspects from your personal experiences, in-class 
discussions, or other reading assignments to make your journal reflective. Reflections should provide insight 
to your own personal and professional growth and development.  
 
Project #3: Community Resource File (100 points) – Due December 5th (Presentations Dec. 5th & 12th)   
Group members will research a topic that examines the impact of educational, political, socioeconomic and 
other factors on children and their families. Groups will compile information on resources related to their 
topic that can be utilized to empower families to support children’s healthy development. Each group will 
present their topic and provide a handout for the class.  

**Groups will be determined on November 7th – Your attendance this day is required** 
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GRADING: 
 
Students will be assessed and graded based on a point scale. Grades will be based on the number of points you have 
earned out of 480 possible points in the course. The chart below outlines the amount of points each assignment is 
worth, with a space for you to keep track of the points you earn.   
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
POINTS 
WORTH 

POINTS 
EARNED 

Participation (10 x 5 points each)  50   
Textbook Chapter Reviews 

Ch. 2 20   
Ch. 5 20   
Ch. 6 20   
Ch. 7 20   
Ch. 3 20   
Ch. 1 20   

Ch. 10 20   
Ch. 9 20   

Anti-Bias Education Reflection 20   
Projects 

Project #1: Home-in-a-Bag 50   
Project #2: Reflective Journal 100   

Project #3: Community Resource File 100   
Total =  480   

 
 

A = 432 – 480 points (90 – 100%) 
B = 384 - 431 points (80 – 89%) 
C = 336 - 383 points (70 – 79%) 
D = 288 - 335 points (60 – 69%) 
F = 287 points or less (59% and below) 
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COURSE	SCHEDULE:	

 Date Class Topics Recommended 
Reading 

Homework/Projects 
Due 

W
ee

k 
1 

Aug. 
29th 

Introduction: 
• Review syllabus & assignments 
• Classroom code of conduct 

Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory 

Begin reading 
Freedom 

Writer’s Diary 
Purchase/rent books 

W
ee

k 
2 

Sept. 5th  - No Class - 

UNIT 1: HOME 

W
ee

k 
3 

Sept. 12th   

Structural Diversity: 
• Define family 
• Current family demographic trends  
• Theories & models for family engagement  

 

Ch. 2 & 4 
 

FWD: Diaries 1 
- 15 

Ch. 2 Textbook Review 

W
ee

k 
4 

Sept. 19th  
 

Cultural Diversity: 
• Dominant culture perspectives 

Current trends & future projections 

Ch. 5 
 

FWD: Diaries 
16 - 31 

Ch. 5 Textbook Review  

W
ee

k 
5 

Sept. 26th  

Self-Reflecting: 
• Present Home-in-a-bag 

 
FWD: Diaries 

32 - 47 
Project #1 Due: 
Home-in-a-Bag 

W
ee

k 
6 

Oct. 3rd   

Risks & Needs Assessment:  
• Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 
• Transitions, Obstacles, Abuse 

Ch. 6, 7 & 8 
 

FWD: Diaries 
48 - 63 

Ch. 6 & 7 Textbook 
Reviews 

W
ee

k 
7 

Oct. 10th   

Supporting Families: 
• Parenting styles 
• Parent education models  
• Attachment/Separation Anxiety 

Ch. 3 
  

 FWD: Diaries 
64 - 79 

Ch. 3 Textbook Review  

UNIT 2: SCHOOL 

W
ee

k 
8 

Oct. 17th   

Classroom Culture: 
• Feeling valued/ Climate of belonging  
• Reducing bias in the classroom 
• Perception  

What is Anti-
Bias 

Education? by 
Sparks & 
Edwards 

 
FWD: Diaries 

80 - 95 

Anti-Bias Education 
Review 

W
ee

k 
9 

Oct. 24th   

Welcoming School Environments: 
• Best practices 
• Safety: physically and emotionally 
• Children with special needs – least restrictive 

environments 

FWD: Diaries 
96 - 111  
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W
ee

k 
10

 

Oct. 31st  

Family Involvement: 
• Purpose of family involvement (based on 

school goals and philosophy) 
• Effective family involvement practices: 

benefits and barriers  
• Family engagement & student achievement 

Ch. 1 
 

FWD: Diaries 
112 - 127 

Ch. 1 Textbook Review 

W
ee

k 
11

 

Nov. 7th  

Teacher-Family Communications: 
• Hearing vs. Listening 
• One-way & reciprocal communication 
• Formal & informal communications  
• Reducing bias in language 
• Communicating in home language 

** CREATE GROUPS FOR COMMUNITY 
RESOURCE FILE PROJECT ** 

àImportant day for attendance!!ß  

Ch. 10 
 

FWD: Diaries 
128 - 142 

Ch. 10 Textbook 
Review 

 

W
ee

k 
12

 

Nov. 14th  

Collaborative Relationships: 
• Family-teacher shared leadership 
• Philosophy and goals 
• School policies promoting family-friendly 

practices 
• Services  

Ch. 9  Ch. 9 Textbook Review 

UNIT 3: COMMUNITY 

W
ee

k 
13

 

Nov. 21st  

Community Involvement: 
• Guests  
• Field Trips 
• Corporate Partnerships 

Media Influence & Commercialism 

 Project #2 Due: 
Reflective Journal 

W
ee

k 
14

 

Nov. 28th   

 Teachers as Resource & Advocate: 
• Current issues  
• Teacher as advocate: micro & macro levels 
• Community support services & agencies 

Balancing Ethical & Moral Considerations: 
• Ethical conduct 

Implementing public policies 

  

W
ee

k 
15

 

Dec. 5th   Community Resource File Presentations  
Project #3: 

Community Resource 
Files 

W
ee

k 
16

 

Dec. 12th   Community Resource File Presentations  
Project #3: 

Community Resource 
Files 


