
 1 

Sociology 102: 
The Family 

 

 
Fall 2016                     Dr. Kassia Wosick 
Course Section: SOCI 102-2969                  Email: kwosick@elcamino.edu  
Class Location: SOCS 207                   Office: ARTB 328B (Sociology Suite)  
Class Time: Tues/Thurs 11:15am-12:40pm                   Office Hours: M/W 9:00-9:30am; 2:30-3:30pm  
           & T/TH 8:30-9:30am  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
“Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, call it a family.  

Whatever you call it, whoever you are, you need one.” 
-Jane Howard 

 
Course Description 
This course provides students with an overview of the sociological perspective on the institution of family. Both historical 
and contemporary aspects of singlehood, courtship, mate selection, love, cohabitation, marriage and divorce will be 
examined. Components of family life including gender socialization, parenting styles, communication, and conflict 
resolution will be analyzed using various theoretical perspectives. Emphasis will be placed on examining diverse family 
structure and relationships as well as how family experiences are shaped by social class, race, ethnicity, gender, and 
sexual orientation.  
 
 
Course Objectives 

 Define relevant concepts in marriage and family studies. 

 Evaluate how family structure and functions have changed over time and how they differ among various cultures. 

 Identify and describe the major sociological perspectives and research methods as they apply to the study of 
marriages and families.  

 Explain the historical changes experienced by the American family from the colonial period to present, with 
special emphasis on various racial, ethnic, and immigrant groups. 

 Compare and contrast traditional and contemporary gender roles.  

 Describe the interrelationship between friendship, love, and commitment. 

 Discuss effective communication techniques for resolving conflict. 

 Identify and describe developmental tasks and changes related to sexuality over the life course. 

 Describe the transition to parenthood for contemporary American families.  

 Compare and contrast major theoretical perspectives on parenting styles and childhood socialization.  

 Analyze the traditional stages of the family life cycle and the relevance of this model to contemporary American 
families.  

 Explain how changes in work and the economy impact the family. 

 Identify and describe the social and psychological factors associated with family violence and sexual abuse. 

 Assess the social forces thought to impact the rate of marital separation and divorce in the United States.  

 Evaluate the strengths and challenges of single parent, same-sex, remarriage, and blended families.  
 
 
Required Text 
Schwartz, Mary Ann, and BarBara Marliene Scott. 2012. Marriages and Families: Diversity and Change. (7th edition).     
 Boston: Pearson. ISBN: 9780205845309 
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Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 
SLO #1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of theoretical 
perspectives and apply sociological perspectives such as cognitive development and social learning theory to social 
scenarios. 
 
SLO #2 Sociological Concepts: Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts, such as 
mate selection, cohabitation, marriage, divorce, and gender role socialization by applying them to social scenarios.  
 
 
  

Course Requirements 
 Engaged Participation (10%): Students are expected to come to class willing and prepared to learn. Lectures, 

activities, and discussions will require students to take responsibility for their learning and participate 
accordingly. Students must be in class to receive participation credit.  

 
 Reading Quizzes (20%): Two reading quizzes (each worth 10 points) are assigned throughout the class. Each 

quiz has ten multiple-choice questions. Students must take the quiz on the due date in class in order to 
receive credit. No make-up quizzes are allowed.  

 
 Reaction Papers (20%):  Two reaction papers (each worth 10 points) are assigned throughout the class. Each 

paper is a way to critically examine issues we have addressed in class, and are not meant to be summaries of 
the reading. Students will receive a prompt/question/topic on which to base the reaction paper.  

 
 Creative Project (10%):  The creative project is designed for students to creatively elaborate on one or more of 

the course topics discussed in class. The guidelines for the project are included at the end of the syllabus. The 
creative project is due in class on the due date. No late creative projects will be accepted. 

 
 Midterm Exam (20%):   The midterm exam will consist of multiple-choice questions. Students must take the 

exam on the due date in class in order to receive credit. No make-up exams are allowed unless prior 
arrangements are made.   

 
 Final Exam (20%):  The final exam will consist of multiple-choice questions. Students must take the exam on 

the due date in class in order to receive credit. No make-up exams are allowed unless prior arrangements are 
made.   

 
Grades 
Each assignment is graded in points (that translate to percentages that add up to 100%). Final course grades will follow a 
standard scale (90-100=A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; 0-60=F).  
 
Grades will be calculated in the following manner: 

Engaged Participation     10% 
Reading Quizzes (2 worth 10 points each) 20%    
Reaction Papers  (2 worth 20 points each) 20% 
Creative Project     10%    
Midterm Exam       20%    
Final Exam     20%    

    
 
Late Policy 
Students are advised that reading quizzes and exams are held in-class and cannot be missed. Late assignments will be 
accepted WITH APPROVAL within 24 hours of the original due date but will be penalized unless arrangements are made 
prior to the due date. Exceptions to these rules will only be made for documented cases of illness or bereavement.  
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Academic Integrity (Student Code of Conduct) 
According to the El Camino College Student Code of Conduct, “It is the responsibility of all members of the academic 
community to behave in a manner which encourages learning and promotes honesty and to act with fairness toward 
others.” Therefore, incidences of academic dishonesty, collusion, and plagiarism WILL NOT be tolerated in this class. Refer 
to the following website for a full explanation of academic dishonesty and subsequent consequences: 
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp If I find that a student has committed a violation 
of academic integrity, the student will receive a “0” on the assignment and may fail the course. Please remember the 
main goal is for students to actually learn about sociology!  
 
Students with Certain Needs (ADA Statement) 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 
request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 
accommodation, is responsible for identifying him/her/themselves to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. 
To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center at (310) 660-3295 or visit   
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/ 
 
Student Logistics 
Confirming deadlines, dates and rules for dropping and/or withdrawal classes are the responsibility of the student. 
Incompletes will not be given in this class under any circumstances aside from death, duress, or extreme hardship, 
especially after the last date of withdrawal, and after having completed at least 75% of coursework. For information on 
student rights and grievance procedures, visit http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 
A Word on Etiquette & “Netiquette” 
We all have many responsibilities that include other classes, jobs, pets, families, friends, sports, music, eating, 
entertainment, socializing, and living life. At the same time, this is a college course that involves exposure to scholarly 
content and skills, as well as the overall professionalization process.  Put forth your best effort and engage in class 
responsibilities in a timely manner, be respectful to the professor and fellow students, laugh, stay informed, and keep us 
informed. Good etiquette also involves respectful communication and appropriate expectations for interpersonal 
interactions. Please allow me 24-48 hours to respond to your emails. Finally, I take my position as “sociological mentor” 
seriously and have high expectations for you all as future sociologists “in training.”  I genuinely love what I do as a career, 
so trust the process, and be the best student you can be. In return, I’ll be the best professor I can be.  

 
Reaction Paper Guidelines 
Reaction papers are a way to share your perspective on issues we critically examine in class. Each paper should be 4-5 
pages in length and consist of your responses to the questions or prompt given in class. The memos should be typed and 
double-spaced in 12-point font with one inch margins, STAPLED, pages numbered, your name, date, and class number on 
the upper left corner, and edited for spelling and grammatical errors.     
 
Creative Project Guidelines 
The creative project is meant to be a fun and interesting way to build upon topics throughout the course. This is your 
chance to step outside the course curriculum box and approach an assignment the way YOU want. However, the project is 
still part of your course grade, so have fun while taking the assignment seriously. Here are some guidelines to follow for 
the creative project: 

- The project should require at least 5 hours of work. 
- If choosing a project such as a collage, art piece, musical endeavor, etc., the project must be accompanied by a 3-5 page 

explanation of the project. The accompanying paper should include a justification/explanation of how the project relates to 
what we have been discussing in class. 

- If choosing a project such as a field trip to a club or store, the project must be accompanied by a 7-8 page detailed 
explanation of the activity. The accompanying paper should include a justification/explanation of how the activity relates to 
what we have been discussing in class. 

- You will be presenting your creative projects to the class. However, if your project is personal, you will have control over how 
much you wish to share.  

- Try your best to not write a research paper. Use this opportunity to be creative! 

https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp
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Course Outline  
All readings should be completed prior to attending the lecture/week indicated, and all written assignments are due         AT 
THE BEGINNING of class date indicated.  

 
DATE   TOPIC         REQUIREMENT DUE  
 
Week 1   Introductions: Sociology, Families, and Society 
Aug 30, Sept 1   Chapter 1   
 
Week 2   Families over Time 
Sept 6, 8   Chapter 1   
 
Week 3   Studying and Explaining Families  
Sept 13, 15   Chapter 2 
 
Week 4   Gender and Intimate Relationships     Reading Quiz I (Sept 20th) 
Sept 20, 22  Chapter 3 
 
Week 5   Love 
Sept 27, 29   Chapter 4 
 
Week 6   Sexuality        Reaction Paper I (Oct 6th) 
Oct 4, 6   Chapter 5 
   
Week 7   Living Solo, Choosing Partners, and Relationship Choices 
Oct 11, 13  Chapters 5 & 7 
 
Week 8    Midterm Review & Exam     MIDTERM EXAM (Oct 20th) 
Oct 18, 20   
 
Week 9    Marriage   
Oct 25, 27  Chapter 8 
 
Week 10   Reproduction and Parenthood      Reading Quiz II (Nov 1st) 
Nov 1, 3  Chapter 9 
     
Week 11  Work and Power  
Nov 8, 10  Chapters 10 & 11 
    
Week 12  Relationship Dissolution: Uncoupling, Breaking Up, & Divorce  Reaction Paper II (Nov 17th) 
Nov 15, 17  Chapter 12 
 
Week 13  “Re-Relationships”: Starting Again, Remarriage & Blended Families 
Nov 22, 24*  Chapter 13 
 
Week 14  Families and Later Life Considerations  
Nov 29, Dec 1  Chapter 14 & pages 491-494 
 
Week 15  “Projecting” Families and the Future of Intimate Relationships  Creative Project (Dec 8th) 
Dec 6, 8   Chapter 15 
 
 Week 16  Conclusions and Review      FINAL EXAM (Dec 15th) 
Dec 13, 15 
 


