
POLITICAL SCIENCE 10     Office Hours:   W:  2:30-3:30   

INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS             M-TH:  8:30-9:30 

DR. ELLEN R. ANTOINE      310/660-3593   x 3754        
3units ; 3 hours lecture              

Recommended  preparation :  Political Science 1 ; eligibility for English 1A                                                   

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

Required Text :  Paul d’Anieri, International Politics:  Power and Purpose in Global Affairs.  

3
rd

 edition.  In addition, there will be a number of assigned articles. 

Course Description: In this course, students will examine the factors that determine the relations 

among nations and the problems that result from the interplay of these factors.  The conditions 

that can lead to conflict and cooperation among nations will be examined.  Major topics include 

international security issues, issues of international political economy and international 

organizations.  International law and diplomacy are examined as alternative means of resolving 

conflict. 

Course Objectives: 

1.  Identify and discuss the major approaches to the understanding and practice of 

international politics. 

2. Describe and examine the principal historical elements that established the framework 

within which nations now interact with one another. 

3. Evaluate the major elements of national power. 

4. Assess the components of power in selected countries 

5. Analyze the causes of war. 

6. Compare the strengths and weaknesses of the principal approaches to maintaining and/or 

restoring peace among nations. 

7. Define and assess significant reasons for conflict. 

8. Explain and discuss the role of economic issues in international relations, their impact on 

diplomacy, war and peace, and their centrality in relations between developed and 

developing nations. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

SLO #1 Major Theoretical Approaches - In a written assignment, students will 

demonstrate knowledge of the major theoretical approaches 

to studying international politics including but not limited to: Realism, Liberalism, 

Constructivism, Feminism, etc. 

SLO #2 Causes of War In a written assignment, students will discuss and critically 

analyze the causes of war within the international system of states. 

 

Course Requirements and Grading:  Students will be expected to demonstrate knowledge of 

these major aspects in written assignments—essay examinations and a research paper.  There 

will be two examinations during the course of the semester, each worth 100 points and a partially 

cumulative final worth 100 points.  The final will be all essay.  The other two examinations will 



be a mixture of essay and objective questions.  In addition, there will be a research paper of 12-

15 pages, also worth 100 points, and two map quizzes worth 25 points each.  The research paper 

will be discussed extensively in class. You will be expected to develop your own topic, subject to 

my approval, derived from a list of general suggestions that I shall give you. There will be 

homework—this will be discussed in class.   You are absolutely required to have read the 

material we shall discuss in class—without doing so, it would be impossible to have informed 

discussions.  You are also encouraged to keep up with current international developments by 

reading a major newspaper—e.g., the NYT, the WSJ, the FT, even the LAT—all are on-line—

also PBS and NPR are good options.  See point count below.   

  Two Examinations:                 200 points 

  Final Examination:  100 points 

  Research Paper:  100 points 

  Map quizzes     50 points 

    Attendance & participation     50 points   

     TOTAL   500 points 

 

Grade Distribution Scale:  451-500 = A ; 401-450 = B ; 351-400 = C ; 301-350 = D 

Anything less than a 301 will be equal to an F.  Your homework, which will require that you do a 

summary of each chapter the week it is discussed in class, will be included in the participation 

and attendance points.  

 

ADA STATEMENT:   El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the 

instructor.  A Student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, 

is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. 

Contact the Special Resource Center to make arrangements for these accommodations. 

Behavior Requirements :  This should not be necessary, however…. 

1.  Make every effort to be on time—rare lateness, OK; regular tardiness—NO . 

2.  Once class begins YOU SHOULD REMAIN IN CLASS!!  It is distracting to me and the 

other students to have you going in and out during class.  If you MUST leave, take your things 

with you and see me before the next class meeting with an explanation. 

3.  If you know you must leave for an appointment, etc., tell me before class. 

4.  CELL PHONES, I-PODS, etc. NOT ALLOWED UNLESS TURNED OFF.  Computers 

or tablets may be used to take notes, but you must a) clear it with me and b) show me your 

notes at the end of class—class-time is not time to amuse yourself on-line. 

5.  If you decide to drop the class, take care of it yourself—do not count on me for the 

paperwork.  If you do, you will very likely end the semester with an F. 

 



Reading Assignments:  subject to change and addition 

 

Topic 1.  Brief discussion of the general themes around which the text is organized, issues in the 

international political environment, and a discussion of how our daily lives are affected by these 

events.  Different levels of analysis relevant to the study of international relations will be 

introduced.  Chapter 1. 

Topic 2.  Historical overview.  The birth of some prevailing aspects of the international system— 

iwpolitical changes, etc.  The causes of World Wars I and II and their aftermath, up through parts 

of the Cold War, will be discussed and related to the levels of analysis.  We shall include a 

discussion of the rise of American hegemony, with a focus on the divide between East and West 

as the source of conflict.   It will also be important to examine the major changes in the world 

economic system and the signs of American decline by the end of the Cold War. Ch. 2. 

Topic 3.  There are a number of different theoretical paradigms discussed in chapters 3-5.  We 

shall emphasize realism and liberalism; however, the others will also be discussed.  They are all 

thematically related to the history and ideologies examined above.    

Topic 4.   Examination on chapters 1-5—probably last session of week 6 or first of week 7.  

Second session, we shall begin the discussion of contemporary aspects of globalization and 

fragmentation in our “New World Order.”  Ch. 6. 

Topic 5.  Conclusion of history—finish ch. 6.  Shift from historical exposition to focus on 

conflict/cooperation, etc., as manifested in the two major issue areas of international security and 

international political economy.  Chapter 7 deals with the theory and practice of power, security, 

deterrence and arms control.  Discussion of this more “traditional” focus continues in chapter 8 

in an examination of  the contemporary issues, with the initial focus on security questions. 

Topic 6.  Above discussion may overlap a bit, then, in response to the conflict aspects, we shall 

examine alternative cooperative approaches that have been developed  The particular focus in 

chapter 13 is on international law and international organizations.  At the conclusion of chapters 

6-8 and 13, we shall have our second examination—including assigned articles—probably in the 

second session of week 12. 

Topic 7.    Although international political economy has been mentioned throughout, it now 

becomes the major focus in chapter 9.  The main issues presented deal with foreign trade and 

international monetary systems, finance and investment 

Topic 8.  In chapters 10 and 11, issues of development—political, economic, and human are 

introduced.  The rest of the text is written from a developed world perspective—how we in the 

“first” world should approach the “third” world and different strategies they might follow to 

develop successfully.  Here an attempt is made to shift the focus to that of the developing world.  

In chapter 14, we tie up loose ends. 

Review and Final Examination.   

 

 

 


