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El Camino College - Spring 2014, #2348 

History 102History 102History 102History 102    
Instructor: Dustin Black 

 

El Camino College Mission statement: El Camino College offers quality, comprehensive educational programs and services to ensure 
the educational success of students from our diverse community. ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing 
educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 
disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 
the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center.  

 

 

 
Lecture Meeting Days: TTh 
Lecture Times: 2:00pm-3:25pm 
Lecture Meeting Room: SOCS 212  

 

Instructor Contact Information 
Phone: (323) 523-5193  

Instructor’s Office Location: ARTB 320  
Office Hours: TTh, by appointment 
E-Mail: professordblack@yahoo.com   

 

 
I. Required Text: Making America: A History of the United States, vol. II, since 1865 
   Author: Berkin, et al.    
   Edition: 6th 

   ISBN: 978-0-495-91524-9 
  Supplemental Materials: Two large unmarked Blue Books two ink pens (black), one 3-ring binder, current student ID, 
Library copy card (with a minimum $3 credit).   
 

 

 

II. Course Description: This course is a chronological survey of American historical development from 1865 to the present. Emphasis is 
placed on the understanding of American social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. Special topical 
consideration will be given to the nation's culture and diversity. The emergence of the United States as a superpower is analyzed against 
the background of world history. III. Course Prerequisites: Eligibility for English 1A recommended. IV. Student Learning 

Outcomes: Upon completion of the course, students should demonstrate the following skills: Given primary and/or secondary sources 
pertaining to a significant aspect of economic, political, social, or cultural patterns in United States history since 1865, students will 
develop and persuasively argue an historical thesis in a written or oral assignment that effectively uses the sources as evidence. V. 

Course Objectives: 1. Describe and assess the process by which the United States was economically transformed and modernized in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. 2. Analyze the role of industrialists and inventors during the era of the American Industrial Revolution. 
3. Evaluate major American political, religious, and cultural values for the 1877 to 1914 period. 4. Compare and contrast the changing 
demography of America in the 1877 to 1914 and 1945 to present periods. 5. Determine the processes of assimilation and acculturation 
expected of immigrants to the United States from 1900 to the present. 6. Discuss and evaluate the interaction of majority and minority 
groups during the 20th century. 7. Identify and analyze various American political reform movements such as Populism, Progressivism, 
the New Deal, the Fair Deal, Civil Rights, and the Great Society in terms of causation, sequence of events, concepts and development. 8. 
Conceptualize and discuss the meaning of conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism in American history from the post World War II era 
to the present. 9. Summarize and analyze the development of American foreign policy since 1945 including the rise of the United States 
as a world power and leader among a large community of nations. 10. Trace and evaluate United States diplomacy and armed conflict 
through isolationism, imperialism, and collective security policies of the 20th century. 11. Compare and contrast the core political and 
philosophical ideas and modes of expression in American culture in the 20th century.  

 
 

VI. Assessment Activities:  

The following activities will be used to assess mastery of student learning outcomes: 
A. In-class written/activity-based assignments   
B. Written/activity-based homework assignments 
C. Midterm / Final Exams (The final exam will not be cumulative.) 
D. Pop Quizzes (these may be given at any point during class time.) 
 
Note: Extra credit assignments may be announced at my discretion. 
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VII. Evaluation Criteria: To earn full credit on assignments, quizzes, and exams, students must demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of more than just the “names and dates” of History – yes, the Who and the When are important, but I 
will also expect you to demonstrate a grasp of such details as Where (geography), How (relevant, detailed examples), and 
Why (as in “why is this significant?”). Though such elements as grammar and sentence structure are not the primary 
evaluation criteria for a History course, confusing or poorly-written submissions are unlikely to earn full points.    
 
Late/Missed assignment policy: I will accept most late assignments or offer an alternative assignment without point 
deduction in cases of documented emergencies. All other late work will be considered on a case by case basis, and, if 
accepted, will incur a point deduction. No such late submission will be accepted during the last week of class. Missed 
assignments earn zero points.  
 

* Note: assignment submission deadline is the start of class on the due date. * 
 
 

VIII. Grading Scale: 

Based on a semester total of 100 points, the following grading scale will apply to this course: 
 
               Points Earned     =     Grade Earned 
          90-100                      A 
          79-89             B 
          68-78             C 
          57-67             D 
           0-56             F 
 

 

IX. Attendance Requirements:  
Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of the scheduled class meeting time may be 
dropped by the instructor.  

2 tardies = 1 absence 
 
Leaving early: Important announcements and opportunities for class participation (including pop quizzes) may be given at 
any time; I recommend that students remain seated and alert until dismissed.      
 
Excused absences: Life happens – when it does, be prepared to furnish verifiable documentation of your emergency. I will 
consider medical emergencies, traffic collisions, family births/deaths, and incidents of similar magnitude in this regard.   
 

 

X. Student Conduct: 
1) Some class discussion topics may be controversial; I expect all opinions to be expressed respectfully, i.e. raise your hand 
if you have something to say, be concise, stay on topic, use appropriate language, and don’t interrupt others. 
2) Phone use of any kind is not permitted in class - keep them put away and set to silent (not vibrate).   
3) You may take notes with a laptop, but do set it to mute, and stay offline. I may revoke laptop privileges at my discretion.    
4) Unless I announce otherwise, there is no eating or drinking in class. Bottled water is ok.      
5) Recording of lectures in any format is not permitted without my explicit consent.    
6) The class seating arrangement is made and may change at my discretion.        
 

 

Small details that make a BIG difference: 
1) Put your name and class info (course name, days/times, section number) on the front page of all written assignments. 
2) Likewise, include your first/last name and course info in the ‘subject’ field of any email or voicemail you send me.  
3) Submit written work as a typed, proof-read, stapled hard copy. Follow instructions carefully.  
4) Bring your textbook, notes, study guides, etc. to every class meeting. 
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    Course Course Course Course ReadingReadingReadingReading    ScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule    
Good reading requires reflection, and that takes time!  

Follow this schedule to break the semester’s reading into bite-sized pieces. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
Wk 01 1/21 Introduction 
 1/23 Overarching Themes and Theoretical / Methodological Foundations 

    
Wk 02 1/28 Themes / Foundations continued 
 1/30 Chapter 15: Reconstruction, 1865-1877 
     
Wk 03 2/4 Chapter 16: Industrialization, 1865-1900, Homework #1 Due   
 2/6 Chapter 16   
   
Wk 04 2/11 Chapter 17: The Gilded Age, 1865-1900   
 2/13 Chapter 17         
   
Wk 05 2/18 Chapter 18: Domestic Politics/Foreign Relations, 1865-1902    
 2/20 Chapter 19: The Progressive Era, 1900-1917   
   
Wk 06 2/25 Chapter 19  
 2/27 Chapter 20: The U.S. in a World at War, 1913-1920 
 
Wk 07 3/4 Chapter 21: A Decade of Prosperity, 1920-1928 
 3/6 Chapter 21 
 
Wk 08 3/11 Midterm Review 
 3/13 Midterm Exam 

 

  Spring Break 
 
Wk 09 3/25 Chapter 22: The Great Depression and New Deal, 1929-1939  
 3/27 Chapter 22 
 
Wk 10 4/1 Chapter 23: America’s Rise as a World Leader, 1929-1945  
 4/3 Chapter 23 
 
Wk 11 4/8 Chapter 24: Truman and Cold War America, 1945-1952 
 4/10 Chapter 24 
 
Wk 12 4/15 Chapter 25: Quest for Consensus, 1952-1960 
 4/17 Chapter 25  
  
Wk 13 4/22 Chapter 26: Great Promises and Bitter Disappointments, 1960-1968 
 4/24 Chapter 26  
 
Wk 14 4/29 Chapter 27: America Under Stress, 1967-1976, Homework #2 Due 
 5/1 Chapter 27   
 
Wk 15 5/6 Chapter 28: New Economic and Political Alignments, 1976-1992, Extra Credit Deadline 
 5/8 Chapter 29: Entering a New Century, 1992-2010 
 
Wk 16 5/13 Final Review 
 5/15 Final Exam 
 
 Note: This schedule is tentative and subject to revision - changes will be announced in advance whenever possible.  

In-class assignments, quizzes, and off-campus activities TBA. 


