
 
Syllabus: Human Development 8--section 2440:  
Orientation to College and Educational Planning 
1 unit, I hour lecture 
Grade, degree applicable, 
Transfer CSU  
Fall 2014, Class meets Mondays 1:00-4:00 8/26-10/14 (6 sessions since 1/20 & 2/17 are 
holidays)  
Room:  SOCS 213    

Instructor: Geralin Clark  Phone:  310 660-3295 to leave a recorded message 

gclark@elcamino.edu   Office:  Special Resource Center-Office Hours:  By appointment 

      
The first step for success in this course is your desire to be here. 

If this is not where you wish to be, you will not succeed. 
This is also true on the job, in relationships, etc. 

This syllabus, like life itself, is sometimes subject to change. 
 

This course provides students with the information, skills, and resources necessary for 
successful educational experiences. Students will become aware of their responsibilities as 
students in a diverse college setting, develop an understanding of their individual learning 
styles, create realistic and obtainable educational and career goals, develop skills in managing 
time to achieve goals, and learn how to create a support network using college resources and 
services. 
    Course Objectives 
1.  Analyze the personal qualities and skills associated with success in a diverse college 
setting.  
2.  Examine individual learning styles and personality types and determine how they apply to 
student success in college. 
3. Identify and implement the components of successful goal setting.  
4. Assess and develop personal, educational, and professional goals.  
5. Identify strategies for effective time management and develop a time management plan. 
6. Evaluate the components necessary to create an individual educational plan.  
7. Identify and access available resources and support services. 
 
A. Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)  
 

SLO #1 Resources, Tools, and Procedures - Students will identify and apply resources, 
tools and procedures to create educational goals and an educational plan. 
SLO #2 Personal Qualities Students will analyze personal qualities and skills necessary for 
success in college and demonstrate how to apply these to achieving academic goals. 
SLO #3 Campus Support Network Students will be able to identify resources and apply 
strategies for cultivating an effective support network on a college campus. 
    
    ADA Statement:  El Camino College is committed to providing educational 
accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the 
instructor.  A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, 
is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource 

mailto:gclark@elcamino.edu


Center.  To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the special Resource 
Center.   
 
B. Required Course Materials: Bring your text and a three ring binder with paper to 
every class.  
Text: Human Development 8 Orientation to College and Educational Planning  
El Camino College Catalog  
Both books are available in the bookstore.  
The text is available in the Reserve/Periodicals Room of the library: Copies are for 2-hour 
reserve, which may not be removed from the library.  
Bring a 3 ring binder for course work and notes and 2 pens, 1 highlighter.  
 
C. Attendance Policy: No absences allowed—you will be dropped from class and you will 
earn a “W” on your transcript (your permanent academic record). If this occurs after the drop 
deadline has passed, your work will no longer be accepted and you will earn an F. 
You must also show up on time: you are marked “tardy” for arriving late to class or leaving 
early and one tardy = drop.  
Assignments may be turned in early. However, late assignments are only accepted at the very 
next class and receive only half credit.  
El Camino policy: It is your responsibility to drop or withdraw from class.  Always make 
sure to check if your instructor says he/she will drop you. 
As a member of the El Camino community, you are expected to follow the Standards of 
Student Conduct appearing in the College Catalog.  
 
D. Class Assignments  
Success Journal: Journal assignments are in your textbook, Human Development 8 
Orientation to College and Educational Planning. If you wish to keep a journal assignment 
private, fold the page over and staple it closed at the top and bottom. You may “lock” up to two 
entries during the semester. The points earned for these entries will equal the average earned 
for the entire class.  
Grammar, spelling and punctuation will NOT be factors in earning points so concentrate on 
expressing yourself without worrying about these factors.  
Journals may be clearly hand written or data processed.  
Life Story Collage Assignment This assignment will be discussed in class.  
Education Plan    See assignment sheet  
Service Learning Assignment --Information packet distributed separately 
  
E. Grading:  
Success Journal Entries   45 (3 points max. per journal of 15 journal assignments)  
Collage (LIfe Story)     9  
Education Plan    80 (Ed Plan worksheet 40 and completed, signed plan 40)  
Unannounced Quizzes–4  20 (5 points max. per quiz)  
Service Learning    25 (5 points per each of 4 required visits and 5 points for 
      (Written report) 
Final Exam     30  
 
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS      209  



 
A = 188-209 B = 168-187 C = 150-167 D = 135-149 F = 134 and below 
 
Extra Credit Opportunities  
Attend any campus event – a lecture, meeting of a student organization, a workshop, a social 
event on-campus. Write a journal entry answering the following questions: How did you choose 
this event to attend? What happened at the event (be specific)? What did you learn? Relate 
this event and/or what you learned to the topic of “being successful in life and in college.”  
You may complete up to two extra credit assignments for 3 points each.  
 
Successful students carefully read their course syllabi. As a reward for demonstrating this 
practice, you will receive 3 points towards your next quiz grade if you send me an email before 
the second week of class. 
 
  
E. Resources: Successful students create support networks with other students. Create a 
study group or complete the Service Learning together!  
Name: ___________________________ Phone Numbers: (H) _______________ (C) 
______________  
Email address: __________________________________  
Name: ___________________________ Phone Numbers: (H) _______________ (C) 
______________  
Email address: __________________________________  
Name: ___________________________ Phone Numbers: (H) _______________ (C) 
______________  
Email address: __________________________________  



IMMUNITY!  
Sometimes even the most successful students have a bad week or have trouble completing an 
assignment. This “Immunity” card is for precisely those moments! Instead of one journal entry, 
you may turn in this card and receive the full points of credit for the missing journal entry. If you 
choose not to skip a journal entry, you can return this card unused at the end of the semester 
and 3 extra credit points will be added to your total points for the class. If you lose the coupon, 
it can not be replaced.  YOU MAY NOT USE THIS FOR EITHER JOURNAL 1 OR 15  
Your name: ________________________________  
Date: _______________  
Which journal entry do you wish to have this applied to? ______  
- Return coupon unused at end of semester for 3 points extra credit. 
 
---------------------------------------------" cut here "---------------------------------------  
 
No Questions Asked :  Your name:_________________  
Use this coupon to turn in a homework assignment LATE (the next class only) with no points 
deducted. Clip coupon and attach to the late assignment  
Choose wisely – you have only TWO coupons total.  
Can not be traded or bartered.  
Return coupon unused at end of semester for 3 points extra credit. 
  
----------------------------------------------" cut here "---------------------------------------  
 
No Questions Asked :        Your name:________________  
Use this coupon to turn in a homework assignment LATE (the next class only) with no points 
deducted. Clip coupon and attach to the late assignment  
Choose wisely – you have only TWO coupons total.  
Can not be traded or bartered.  
Return coupon unused at end of semester for 3 points extra credit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Session One: What will I learn and what is 

expected of me in this class? 

Introductions & Course Overview 

Syllabus Overview 

Strategies of Successful Students 

Self-Assessment 

The Importance of Service Learning to 

Self-      Growth 

Assignments 

Reading: Syllabus, Chapter 1& 2: Getting On 

Course to Your Success  

Homework:  

Journals 1-6  

Service Learning Site Info due  
Both due class 2 before class begins 

Session Two: How and why should I take 

responsibility for my learning and actions? 

Accepting Personal Responsibility: The 

Power of Choice 

Personal Expression assignment (e.g. 

Collage) 

IncreasingSelf-Awareness:TrueColors 

Personality System 
Recognizing Strengths, Limitations & 

Learning Styles 

 

   

Assignments 

Reading: Chapter 3: Accepting Personal 

Responsibility 

Homework: Journals 7-10  

Begin Student Collages 

 

Session Three: What college customs and 

requirements will I need to learn to reach my 

goals? 

Value of Higher Education & Mission of El 

Camino College 

Options and Choices: Certificate, AA, AS, 

Transfer & Major Requirements 

Creating an Education Plan to reach your 

goals 

 

Assignments 

Homework : Begin 2-semester(general 

counseling students) or 6 semester Ed 

Plan(EOP&S students)Reading: Degree 

requirements for your major, college 

catalogue—Preparing for Ed Plan 

 

Session Four:How can I stay motivated to 

achieve my goals and dreams and how can I 

gain in self-awareness? 

What kind of life do I want to create? 

      What is the purpose of my life? 

      How can I revise my inner obstacles to 

success? Designing a compelling Life Plan 

Assignments 

Reading: Chapter  4  

Homework 

Student Collages 

Journals 11-14 

Ed Plan Worksheet 

Session Five:  How do I continue to make 

wise choices to stay on course? 

Importance of Self Awareness 

Overcoming Obstacles 

 Mastering Self-Management 

 Personal Choices and Changes 

 

Assignments 
Reading Chapter  5 

Homework: Student Collages,  

Journal 15 

 

Session Six:   
Developing Self-Discipline 

Assignments 

Your 2-semester or six semester Education 



Chapter Summaries 

Final Exam 

  

Plan signed by your counselor 

Finish Student Collages 

Service Learning Written report and 

Verification 

Unused coupons, extra credit reports (2 max) 

Session Seven:  Final Exam All Assignments Due:  Unused coupons, SL 

written report and supervisor verification 

as well as other extra credit reports (2 max.) 

Journal entry 15 

 


