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INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (PHIL 2) 

El Camino College 

Instructor: Prof. Daniel Considine    Semester: Spring 2014 
Office: ARTB 320      Section #2500 
Office Hours:  by appointment    Days/Time: T&Th 7:45-9:10am 
Voicemail:  (310) 660-3593 x4621   Room: SOCS 212 
Email:  dconsidine@elcamino.edu 
 
 COURSE OBJECTIVES 

  1. Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy: ethics, epistemology and metaphysics. 

  2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs about the physical world (the realm of 
science) and knowledge and beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical things such as God, 

Heaven and Hell, and souls. 

  3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that are beyond traditional  

 societal paradigms, such as minority, feminist and Taoist perspectives. 

  4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics.  

  5. Explain the difference between duty ethics and consequentialism, and illustrate  
 this difference by applying the theories to an ethical problem. 

  6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and explain their relationship to 

contemporary moral issues.  

  7. Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling life, such as the roles of  

 money and happiness.  
  8. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability,  

 utilizing standard philosophical measures.  

  9. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems, such as the problem of free will  

versus determinism; the existence of God; the ultimate nature of reality; and the nature and 

existence of consciousness. 

10. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and knowledge.  
11. Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and  

 limits of knowledge.  

12. Analyze different systems of government, focusing especially on their justifications  

 and their assumptions about human nature.  

13. Compare the conflict between the ideals of equality and security with individualism and liberty. 

 STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of: 

 the basic epistemological terminology and issues, such as the source and basis of our beliefs, 
empiricism v. rationalism, and the problem of induction.  

 metaphysical concepts and arguments regarding such issues as free will v. determinism, the 
mind-body problem, and whether God exists. 

 some of the basic issues and topics related to morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, 
moral objectivism vs. moral relativism, various ethical theories, and/or a basic understanding of 
how those theories can be applied to contemporary moral issues. 

 ADA STATEMENT 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 

to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 

Special Resources Center. 
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 CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

This course examines the main areas of philosophy, which include ethics, epistemology, and 
metaphysics. Students will explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul and 
God, and what constitutes a fulfilling life. 

 COURSE RATIONALE 

This is a first course in philosophy designed to introduce students to basic philosophical 
issues, primarily in the areas of metaphysics (the study of what there is) epistemology (the 
study of human knowledge), and ethics (the study of morality).  We will ask, and investigate 
some classical answers to, fundamental philosophical questions, such as: Can we know 
anything for certain?  What is the foundation of knowledge?  How can we tell fact from mere 
opinion or strong belief?  What is the true nature of reality?  Are there good reasons to believe 
in God?  What is the mind?  How is it related to the physical body?  How can I know what is 
right?  What is the best way to live?  Are all values relative?  Am I truly free, or are all my 
actions determined?  What is the purpose and meaning of life? 

Throughout the course, students are expected to master not only the course content (and so to 
improve skills in reading and interpreting difficult texts), but also to develop skills at reasoning 
and evaluating philosophical arguments.  Our approach in this course is critical analysis—
keeping an open mind, not prejudging, and using our ability to reason carefully.  It is hoped 
that your thinking will be stimulated on a variety of philosophical ideas and that you share in 
the joy of free inquiry. 

 REQUIRED TEXT 

Donald C. Abel, Fifty Readings Plus: An Introduction to Philosophy, 2nd edition, McGraw-Hill, 
2010.   [ISBN: 9780073386720] 

    Please be sure to: 
    (1)  buy the correct edition of this book, and 
    (2)  bring the book to every class meeting. 
 
Other readings will be available online through the MyECC portal, Team Site for PHIL 2. 
 
 COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Your final course grade will be based on your performance in the following: 

1.  Attendance:  Regular attendance is expected of everyone enrolled in this course.  You are 
expected to be in attendance for the entire class period.  Once you accumulate 6 absences, 
you may be dropped from the course and receive either a “W” or an “F” on your transcript.   
Early departures from class will count as 1/2 of an absence. 
 
2.  Punctuality:  Everyone enrolled in this course is expected to arrive to class on time.  Class 

will begin at precisely 7:45am, at which time roll will be taken.  If you are not present for roll, 
you will be marked absent; thus, if you arrive after roll, it is your responsibility to tell the 
instructor before the end of class that day that you are merely late.  Late arrivals will count as 
1/2 an absence.   
 
3.  Exams:  There will be five in-class exams.  The first four Term Exams are worth 75% of 
your course grade, and I will drop your lowest score.  Everyone is expected to take the Final 
Exam, given on the last day of class, worth 25% of your course grade.  Please bring a clean 
scantron, a #2 pencil, and a pen to each exam.  Exams will consist of an objective portion and 
an essay portion. 
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 GRADING 

When grading your exams, and calculating your final course grade, I will use the following 
scale: 100-90% = A, 89-80% = B, 79-70% = C, 69-60% = D, 59-0% = F.  The same scale will be 
used to determine your grades on all exams given in the course. 

 COURSE POLICIES 

1. Preparation: Lectures, class discussions and activities, and exams will be used to help you 
keep up with the material and to help assure that the concepts are clear.  Although I am 
here to assist you, you are the primary person responsible for your education.  I expect you 
to be fully prepared for every class.  Full preparation includes not only keeping up with the 
reading, but also taking notes on the reading, formulating questions about the reading, 
and generally having spent time thinking about the topic for the day. It also includes 
independent research, from looking up unfamiliar terms in a dictionary to looking up 
particular positions or concepts in encyclopedias. 

2. Participation: Participation, through asking questions, being involved in discussion, and 
being attentive and responsive, is essential for doing well in this course.  Active 
participation in class requires a safe and welcoming environment.  Therefore it is important 
for us to respect each other’s views and comments, even if we disagree with them.  I 
encourage debate and thought-provoking discussion, but it must be respectful and polite. 

Class time is set aside for careful concentration on the course material.  Please use the 
time before class begins or after class ends to take care of your personal business, such as 
bathroom visits, phone calls, texts, eating/drinking, smoking, etc. 

3. Attendance and Absences:  If you cannot make it to class regularly -- for whatever reason 
-- do not take this course!  You do not need to notify me in advance if you are going to miss 
a class.  There are also no excused absences: missing a class even for a perfectly good 
reason is still missing class.  In the event you do miss a class, please do not email me and 
ask what you missed: email a fellow student in the class.  Of course, you should also see 
me immediately after an absence (don’t just email me) to let me know you have caught up. 

 
4. Laptops & Phones:  You are not permitted to use laptops in class.  Keep all electronic 

devices off and put away.  You are expected to bring a paper version of the textbook to 
class. 

 

5. Missing an exam:  Since your lowest of the first four exams is being dropped, there are no 
make-up exams offered.  If you miss an exam, that is the lowest score to be dropped. 

 
6. Midterm Grade:  Your midterm grade will be determined by the average of all your exam 

scores calculated by week 9.   
 

7. Extra Credit:  There are no opportunities for extra credit in the class.  Please do not ask 
for extra credit. 

 
8. Changes to Syllabus:  Modifications to the schedule or to the course requirements may 

become practically necessary as we progress through the semester.  These will be 
discussed and announced to students in class. 

 
9. Announcements:  Most announcements pertaining to the course will be made in class.  

However, matters arising outside of class may require announcements before our class 
meetings; these will be made via email.  Check your ECC email frequently! 
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 SEMESTER SCHEDULE 

 

Week Date Topic Readings to complete 
1 1/21 Introduction to the course What is Philosophy?, 1-3 

1/23 Why bother with philosophy? Russell, 21-27 

2 1/28 
Logic and argumentation 
Socratic elenchus 

Appendix, A1-A10 

Plato, 4-21 

1/30 Morality and religion Plato, 4-21 

3 2/4 
Arguments for the existence of 

God 

Philosophy of Religion, 28-30 

Anselm, 31-37 
Aquinas, 42-44 (the first 3 Proofs only) 

2/6 The teleological argument Paley, 46-54 

4 2/11 The naturalist response Dawkins, 64-76 

2/13 EXAM #1 bring scantron! 

5 
2/18 The problem of evil 

Hick, 102-114 
Dostoevsky, “Rebellion” (online) 

2/20 Faith and reason 
Pascal, 115-119 (Fragments 387 and 418) 

Nietzsche handout in class 

6 2/25 Theories of knowledge 
Theories of Knowledge, 133-135 

Plato, 136-146 

2/27 Rationalism Descartes, 146-155 (first 2 meditations) 

7 3/4 Empiricism Locke, 159-170 

3/6 EXAM #2 bring scantron! 

8 3/11 The mind-body problem 
Philosophy of Mind, 226-227 

Descartes, 235-236 (6th Meditation) 

 3/13 Personal identity Dennett, 300-314 

  3/18 
SPRING BREAK 

 3/20 

9 
3/25 The free will debate 

Free Will and Determinism, 315-317 
Holbach, 318-326 

3/27 The free will debate 
Stace, 359-367 

Taylor, 347-358 

10 4/1 Political philosophy 
Political & Social Philosophy, 488-490 

Plato, 491-503 

4/3 Political philosophy Hobbes, 503-513 

11 
 4/8 EXAM #3 bring scantron! 

 4/10 Virtue ethics 
Ethics, 383-385 

Aristotle, 386-398 

12 
4/15 

Epicureanism 

Buddhism 

Epicurus selections (online) 

Buddhist selections (online) 

4/17 
Classical ethical theories: duty 
ethics 

Kant, 404-416 

13  4/22 
Classical ethical theories: 

utilitarianism 
Mill, 416-426 

4/24 EXAM #4 bring scantron! 

14  4/29 Critiques of classical theories  Nietzsche, 438-447 

 5/1 Critiques of classical theories Sartre, 447-459 

15 5/6 Critiques of classical theories Rachels, 459-473 

5/8 Meaningfulness Augustine (online) 

16 5/13 Meaninglessness 
Taylor (online) 

Nietzsche handout in class 

5/15 FINAL EXAM bring scantron! 

 


