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PHIL 2: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY -- Online 

El Camino College 

Instructor: Prof. Daniel Considine    Semester: Spring 2014 
Campus Office: ARTB 320     Section #4170 
Office Hours:  Friday, 1-2pm, Etudes Chatroom     
Voicemail:  (310) 660-3593 x4621    
Email:  dconsidine@elcamino.edu 
 
 COURSE OBJECTIVES 

  1. Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy: ethics, epistemology and metaphysics. 

  2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs about the physical world (the realm of 
science) and knowledge and beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical things such as God, 

Heaven and Hell, and souls. 

  3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that are beyond traditional  

 societal paradigms, such as minority, feminist and Taoist perspectives. 

  4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics.  

  5. Explain the difference between duty ethics and consequentialism, and illustrate  
 this difference by applying the theories to an ethical problem. 

  6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and explain their relationship to 

contemporary moral issues.  

  7. Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling life, such as the roles of  

 money and happiness.  
  8. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability,  

 utilizing standard philosophical measures.  

  9. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems, such as the problem of free will  

versus determinism; the existence of God; the ultimate nature of reality; and the nature and 

existence of consciousness. 

10. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and knowledge.  
11. Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and  

 limits of knowledge.  

12. Analyze different systems of government, focusing especially on their justifications  

 and their assumptions about human nature.  

13. Compare the conflict between the ideals of equality and security with individualism and liberty. 

 STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate knowledge of: 

 the basic epistemological terminology and issues, such as the source and basis of our beliefs, 
empiricism v. rationalism, and the problem of induction.  

 metaphysical concepts and arguments regarding such issues as free will v. determinism, the 
mind-body problem, and whether God exists. 

 some of the basic issues and topics related to morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, 
moral objectivism vs. moral relativism, various ethical theories, and/or a basic understanding of 
how those theories can be applied to contemporary moral issues. 

 ADA STATEMENT 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 

to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 

Special Resources Center. 
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 CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

This course examines the main areas of philosophy, which include ethics, epistemology, and 
metaphysics. Students will explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul and 
God, and what constitutes a fulfilling life. 

 COURSE RATIONALE 

This is a first course in philosophy designed to introduce students to basic philosophical 
issues, primarily in the areas of metaphysics (the study of what there is) epistemology (the 
study of human knowledge), and ethics (the study of morality).  We will ask, and investigate 
some classical answers to, fundamental philosophical questions, such as: Can we know 
anything for certain?  What is the foundation of knowledge?  How can we tell fact from mere 
opinion or strong belief?  What is the true nature of reality?  Are there good reasons to believe 
in God?  What is the mind?  How is it related to the physical body?  How can I know what is 
right?  What is the best way to live?  Are all values relative?  Am I truly free, or are all my 
actions determined?  What is the purpose and meaning of life? 

Throughout the course, students are expected to master not only the course content (and so to 
improve skills in reading and interpreting difficult texts), but also to develop skills at reasoning 
and evaluating philosophical arguments.  Our approach in this course is critical analysis—
keeping an open mind, not prejudging, and using our ability to reason carefully.  It is hoped 
that your thinking will be stimulated on a variety of philosophical ideas and that you share in 
the joy of free inquiry. 

 REQUIRED TEXT 

Donald C. Abel, Fifty Readings Plus: An Introduction to Philosophy, 2nd edition, McGraw-Hill, 
2010.   [ISBN: 9780073386720] 

    Please be sure to: 
    (1)  buy the correct edition of this book, and 
    (2)  bring the book to every class meeting. 
 
Other readings will be available online through the MyECC portal, Team Site for PHIL 2. 
 
 STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Orientation and Securing Space in Class 

There is NO formal orientation for this class. If you wish to remain in the class, then you need 

to complete the following steps by Friday, January 24, 11:59pm: (Please see Etudes Login Info 

below) 

1. Log in to Etudes. Authorize that you have read and understand the class syllabus so 
that you may have access to the remainder of the course. 

2. Complete the Class Introductions and other discussion posts in Discussion and Private 
Messages. 

3. Email the Instructor alternative contact information (personal email or phone number) 
in case the course management system (Etudes) or ECC system crash. 

 

Class Policies 

All policies & procedures apply equally to all students regardless of domestic situation, 

employment responsibilities, or campus activities. I insist that all class interactions be 

conducted in a civil manner. Everyone is entitled to voice their own opinion on the discussion 

board, but you must express your ideas in a way that maintains the dignity and respect of 
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each individual. Students who do not comply will be blocked from posting and will be assigned 

a zero for that discussion. 

 

Student Responsibilities 

In an online class you’re completely responsible for your own learning and understanding 

class requirements including: 

 Having regular access to a computer with internet access (at least several times per 
week). 

 Familiarizing yourself with the Etudes site, Distance Education handbook, and 
completing the introductory tasks outlined above. 

 Checking announcements in Etudes and your El Camino email account regularly 
(several times per week). 

 Familiarizing yourself with material contained in the syllabus, textbook and course 
modules. 

 Staying on top of due dates to ensure that work is submitted on time (no late exams, 

quizzes, assignments, or discussion posts are accepted). 
 Making sure that exams, quizzes, and discussion posts were submitted properly 

immediately following your submission, and notifying me of any problems before the 
deadline. 

 Keeping track of your grade in Etudes. 
 

PLEASE NOTE!  This course is not a "work at your own pace" course! Specific assignments 

and readings will be assigned in due course and must be completed by the due dates and 

times.  While most assignments are due on the weekends, you cannot hope to complete all 

your work on the weekends.   

 
Study & Preparation Time 

College credit is given based on the formula of the Carnegie unit: for every one hour spent in 

class, you are expected to spend two hours in preparation and study time outside of class. 

This adds up to 6 hours per week for a 3-unit course. Since there is no formal class meetings 

as in a traditional class, you can expect to put in about 9 hours per week just for this course. 

Please keep this in mind when scheduling your personal, professional, and academic 

schedules. 

 

Note: Philosophy is a very abstract discipline.  You may find that you need to read and study 

the material more than once.  Give yourself ample time to do your studies. 

 

Academic Honesty Policy 

Students are expected to abide by ethical standards in preparing and presenting material that 

demonstrates their level of knowledge, and which is used to determine grades.  Plagiarism and 

cheating will not be tolerated.  This sort of behavior violates Section I.B.1 of El Camino 

College’s Board Policy 5138, Standards of Student Conduct.  The following constitutes 

PLAGIARISM in this class: 1) submitting under one’s own name papers which have been 

prepared by others (including the use of commercial term paper companies); 2) copying word 

for word, an author’s sentences or paragraphs and including them in your paper as your own 

work; 3) paraphrasing published material without acknowledging the source.  CHEATING is 

defined as: 1) using notes or the work of other students in written assignments or exams in 

ways other than those expressly permitted by the instructor; 2) misreporting or altering the 

http://http/www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/files/SP14HandbookSite.pdf
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data in papers involving the collection of data; 3) submitting a written assignment that is 

identical to that of another student’s (i.e. sentences and/or paragraphs are the same, word for 

word, and/or results from data collection are identical). 

 

Academic dishonesty may be dealt with in the following manner: the student may receive an 
appropriate academic penalty such as an oral reprimand, or an “F” may be assigned on all or 
part of a particular paper or exam. 
 
 TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 

Required Computer Skills and Downloads 

To successfully complete this class, you need to have the following skills: 

 Send, receive and reply to emails (with attachments when necessary) 
 Create & save a document in MS Word (setting margins, using spell-checker, etc.) 
 Copy-and-paste or cut-and-paste from one source to another  
 Post messages to a discussion board  
 Visit sites by use of hyperlink or URL, and move forward and backward through sites  

  

Technical Problems 

For technical assistance or questions regarding Distance Education, please contact the 

Distance Education Office at DistanceEd@elcamino.edu or 1-310-660-6453. 

DO NOT use a smartphone or tablet to take exams – the potential for making errors is 
far too high!  It's also recommended that you do not rely on a wireless connection while 
taking exams, but that you plug in directly to establish a more secure connection when 
completing exams. 

It is the student's responsibility to verify that exams and assignments were submitted 
properly immediately following submission and to notify the professor of any problems 
before the deadline.  

Students are required to have access to a reliable computer to take exams, and complete 

assignments.  Computer malfunctions or crashes are not valid excuses for missing work, 

which is why each student needs to have a "back up" option and plan to take exams, and 

submit assignments, well in advance of the deadlines.  Plan in advance what you will do in the 

event your computer doesn't work or isn't available because you won't have the opportunity to 

make up work or submit late work.  There are numerous computer labs on campus which you 

may use (bring student ID), as well as a local internet café in Torrance (open later than El 

Camino's computer labs). Students who live out of the area are responsible for locating 

internet cafés or other resources in their area. 

 

 ETUDES LOGIN 

How to Login to Etudes 

STEP 1: Go to the Etudes Login Page - When you log in for the first time, you will be required 
to enter two pieces of information: your User ID and your Password (see Steps 2 and 3 below) 
 
STEP 2: Enter your User ID. Your User ID is: the same as your user ID that you use to login 
to MyECC . EXAMPLE: Isaac Newton has the following User ID: isaac_newton [all lower case] 
*Some ECC student ID numbers have been adjusted to accommodate multiple persons with 
the same name. If Step 2 does not work please contact DistanceEd@elcamino.edu. 

mailto:DistanceEd@elcamino.edu
http://www.elcamino.edu/current/labs.asp
https://plus.google.com/116783264188047027779/about?gl=us&hl=en#116783264188047027779/about
https://myetudes.org/
mailto:DistanceEd@elcamino.edu
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STEP 3: Enter your password. Your default Password for Etudes is the month and date of 
birth included in your ECC record. EXAMPLE: Isaac Newton’s birth date is January 4 so his 
Etudes Password is: 0104.  
 
STEP 4: Click Login then click on the Tab to enter your course. You will have access to the 
course starting on the first day of the semester (and after waiting 24 hours after you registered 
for the class). For additional information on using Etudes, see the Etudes Help Page, or see 
the Etudes Student User Guide. 

 

 DROPPING THE CLASS 

The college views dropping as the student's responsibility. If you need to drop, do so by going 
to the Admissions Office on campus or online through MyECC. 
 

Instructors may drop students for non-participation which includes the following: No Etudes 
log-in for 7 consecutive days; incomplete modules; missed assignment, test, activity or 
discussion. 
 

The last day to drop with a "W" is Friday, April 18, 2014  
 

 COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Your final grade will be based on 500 points given your performance in the following areas: 

1. Discussion posts 
 many discussion posts over the semester, ranging from 10-20 points each = 200 points 

 
2. Quizzes 

 8 quizzes submitted over the semester @ 20 points each = 160 points 
 
3. Exams 

 2 exams (midterm and final) @ 70 points each = 140 points 
Discussion Posts 
 
Access the Discussion topics chronologically by using the Course Map or go to 
Discussions and Private Messages on the menu bar on the left side. 
Weekly discussion posts will be the primary learning exercise in this course.  The discussion 
posts are designed to stimulate your thought and critical analysis on the topics covered in this 
course.  This will help you to perform better on the quizzes and the exams.  General 
expectations for the posts are as follows: 

 All discussion forums must be completed by Sunday at 11:59pm Pacific Standard Time. 

Try to make your first post by Wednesday of each week so that others may reply to your 
posts with sufficient time. 

 Discussions which require you to post both a response to a discussion question and a 
response to a peer have staggered due dates: the initial post is due by Friday, 11:59pm 
and the response to your peer is due by Sunday, 11:59pm, unless otherwise indicated.  

 Credit is not given for late postings, and topics will be locked after the due date. 
 Each student is required to participate in the discussion boards 12 times; this includes 

the first week of class.  There are no required discussions during exam weeks.  There 
will also be two optional discussion forums during the semester.  Just remember: 
failing to log in to the course for more than 7 days may result in your being dropped 

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/etudes.asp
http://etudes.org/release/melete/downloads/student_guide.pdf
http://myecc.elcamino.edu/%E2%80%8E
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from the class.  So during an optional discussion week, log into the course that week by 
reading through the module. 

 A weekly posting means: (1) addressing the discussion prompt in your initial post, and 
(2) replying to another student's post.  The reply should be attached ("quoted") to the 
fellow student's comments.  You are welcome to respond to as many classmates as you 
wish but you will only be graded on your initial post and your initial response. 

 Follow the directions and grading rubric carefully each week for the discussion forum. 
 
Helpful hints for posting 

 Use the post reply button in the discussion forum to add your thoughts. 
 Use the quote button to reply directly to another student's post. 
 Contact me via private message if you are unclear. 
 Regular participation is essential. 
 Points are awarded for well-planned, organized, thoughtful and insightful responses 

(See rubric for detailed information regarding points). 
 

Please respect one another's viewpoints. Try to understand one another – don't work at 
changing someone's mind. 

  
Quizzes 
 
Eight quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  To do well on a quiz, you must keep up 
with the required reading.  The quiz questions will be based entirely on the readings. (A rather 
huge hint: Completing the "Outline with Study Questions" at the beginning of each assigned 
reading is how to do well on a quiz!) The quiz questions may vary between true/false, multiple 
choice, matching, and short answers. THERE ARE NO MAKEUP QUIZZES: UNDER 
ABSOLUTELY NO CONDITIONS MAY A QUIZ BE MADE UP.  No exceptions will be made: if 
you miss submitting a quiz for whatever reason, you miss the opportunity to get those points.   
 
Format 

 Time: 30 minutes to complete each quiz. You may start the quiz at any time during the 
availability period, but once you start you will have only 30 minutes. 

 Unrestricted Order: Although questions are viewed one at a time, you may move back 
and forth, changing your answers if necessary. 

 Random Draw: Questions are randomly drawn from a pool. 
 
Once a quiz is made available, you will have until Sunday, 11:59pm of that week to finish and 
submit the quiz. 
 
Exams 
 
Two exams worth 70 points each will be given, one during week 8 (the midterm) and one 
during week 16 (the final). The exams are based on the readings and the module lessons 
(which include lectures and presentations). They will consist of short-answer and longer-
answer essays.  In preparation for the exam, a study guide will be distributed a week in 
advance of exam date.  THERE ARE NO MAKEUP EXAMS: UNDER ABSOLUTELY NO 
CONDITIONS MAY EXAMS BE MADE UP.  No exceptions will be made, no matter how good 
your excuse is.  The exam session -- the availability period -- will be from 6am to 11:59pm on 
the following day.  For the midterm, the availability period is Saturday, March 15, 6am 
through Sunday, March 16, 11:59pm; for the final, the availability period is Friday, May 16, 
6am through Saturday, May 17, 11:59pm.  All Modules and Discussions will be closed for the 
duration of the exam.  
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Format 

 Time: 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete each exam. You may start the exam at any 
time during the availability period, but once you start you will have only 1 hour and 30 
minutes. 

 Strict Order: Questions are viewed one at a time without moving back and forth. 
 Random Draw: Questions are randomly drawn from a pool. 

 
No student is excused from the final exam. Failure to complete the final will result in an 
"F" for the course.  For help with your writing you can meet with a tutor at the Learning 
Resource Center in the library or go to the ECC Writing Center. El Camino College provides 
free writing and Internet assistance in the Writing Center located in Humanities 122. 
 
 GRADING SCALE 

All requirements for this course – discussion posts, quizzes, and exams – will be assigned 

points, which translate to letter grades and percentages according to the following scale: 

GRADING SCALE 
Posts Quizzes Exams Semester Total Grade Evaluation 

18-20 18-20 63-70 448-500 90-100% A Excellent 

16-17 16-17 56-62 398-447 80-89% B Good 

14-15 14-15 49-55 348-397 70-79% C Satisfactory 

12-13 12-13 42-48 298-347 60-69% D Passing 

0-11 0-11 0-41 0-297 0-59%  F Failing 

 

 CLASS FORMAT 
 
There will be weekly assignments and tasks.  Typically, these will include the following: a 
reading assignment, a quiz, and guided discussion questions.  Several sections will have 
accompanying instructor’s notes.  At the beginning of each week (usually Monday morning), 
the professor will list all of the assignments and tasks that are due within that week; some 
tasks will be announced earlier.  These will be announced on the Modules page.  The schedule 
posted below is very rough; stay updated on any changes announced. 
 
The main way to navigate through the course during the semester is through the Modules 
tab.  The course has been designed such that every week corresponds to a single module.  A 
module is basically a topic that we will study and a set of tasks to complete, like discussion 
posts, readings, and quizzes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 SEMESTER SCHEDULE 

It’s a good idea to download and print this semester schedule, which lists all the 
assignments and due dates.  Please note well that this schedule may change during the 
semester, so stay alert to any announced changes! 
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Week Dates Topic Readings to complete Assignments 

1 1/21- 

1/26 

Introduction to the 

course 

What is Philosophy?, 1-3 

Russell, 21-27 

Check-in Discussion 

Accept Syllabus 

Weekly Discussions 

2 1/27- 

2/2 

Logic and argumentation 
Socratic elenchus 

Appendix, A1-A10 (Part I only) 

Plato, 4-21 

Weekly Discussions 

Quiz #1 

3 2/3- 

2/9 

Arguments for the 

existence of God 

Philosophy of Religion, 28-30 

Anselm, 31-37 

Aquinas, 42-45 (Third Article) 

Weekly Discussions 

4 2/10- 

2/16 
Teleology and naturalism 

Paley, 46-54 

Dawkins, 64-76 

Weekly Discussions 

Quiz #2 

5 2/17-
2/23 

The problem of evil 
Hick, 102-114 
Dostoevsky, “Rebellion” (in 

Week 5 Module) 

Weekly Discussions 
Quiz #3 

6 2/24-

3/2 
Faith and reason 

Pascal, 115-119 (Fragments 

387 and 418) 

Nietzsche selection (in Week 6 

Module) 

Open Forum Discussion 

7 3/3- 

3/9 
Theories of knowledge 

Theories of Knowledge, 133-

135 
Plato, 136-146 

Descartes, 146-155 (first 2 

meditations) 

Weekly Discussions 

Quiz #4 

8 3/10- 

3/16 
Empiricism 

Locke, 159-170 
prep for midterm exam 

MIDTERM EXAM DUE 

X 3/17- 
 3/23 SPRING BREAK 

9  3/24- 

 3/30 

The mind-body problem 

Personal identity 

Philosophy of Mind, 226-227 

Descartes, 235-236 (6th 

Meditation) 

Dennett, 300-314 

Weekly Discussions 

Quiz #5 

10 3/31- 
4/6 

The free will debate 

Free Will and Determinism, 

315-317 
Holbach, 318-326 

Taylor, 347-358 

Weekly Discussions 

11 4/7- 

4/13 
Political philosophy 

Political & Social Philosophy, 

488-490 

Plato, 491-503 

Hobbes, 503-513 

Weekly Discussions 

Quiz #6 

12  4/14- 

 4/20 
Virtue ethics 

Ethics, 383-385 
Aristotle, 386-398 

Buddhism selection (in Week 

12 Module) 

Weekly Discussions 
Quiz #7 

13 4/21- 

4/27 

Duty ethics and 

utilitarianism  

Kant, 404-416 

Mill, 416-426 

Open Forum Discussion 

14 4/28-
5/4 

Existentialist ethics 
Nietzsche, 438-447 
Sartre, 447-459 

Weekly Discussions 
Quiz #8 

15  5/5-

5/11 

Relativism and 

meaninglessness 

Rachels, 459-473 

Taylor selection (in Week 15 

Module) 

Weekly Discussions 

16 5/12- 

5/17 
The home stretch… 

no new readings – review for 

final exam 

FINAL EXAM DUE 

 


