
2014 SYLLABUS FOR PHILOSOPHY 3/ ETHICS 
EL CAMINO COLLEGE 

Instructor: Randy Firestone 
 

E-mail: randyfirestone@verizon.net 

Professor’s Office: Soc. Science 114   Phone: 310-660-3593x3762 

Professor’s Office Hours:  Monday and Wednesday, 12:45-1:45pm; Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00-

9:30am; Tuesday: 3:30-5:30pm 

Required Text: Contemporary Moral Arguments, 2nd Ed, by Lewis Vaughn 

 

This course offers a critical study of the ethical theories and their application to problems of modern society. 

Ethical issues in government and law, social institutions, the arts, and international relations will be 

emphasized.  

 

Course Objectives:  

1. Analyze and apply various sources of moral standards to specific moral problems.  

2. Explain the difficulties of basing moral standards on supernaturalism, utility, reason, or egoism.  

3. Determine whether moral values are relative to culture or universally applicable.  

4. Analyze the concept of justice and determine whether it is defined by the laws of society or if justice is 

established by universal standards.  

5. Distinguish teleological from deontological ethical theories by applying them to current issues in the media.  

6. Compare the solutions to contemporary moral dilemmas resulting from the application of a teleological 

(consequentialist) versus a deontological (formalism) approach in areas such as euthanasia and physician-

assisted suicide.  

7. Evaluate ethical theories that either preclude or allow for free choice such as psychological Hedonism and 

ethics based on supernaturalism.  

8. Differentiate varying notions of freedom and their impact on moral responsibility.  

9. Discuss the relationship between ethical theory and metaphysics.  

10. Examine the relationships among the concepts of freedom, responsibility, and theories of punishment.  

11. Describe the different forms of Hedonism and relate them to contemporary moral problems.  

12. Trace the development of ethical theory, from the Greeks to contemporary moral theory, and apply these 

theories to various contemporary moral dilemmas.  

13. Differentiate among various metaethical theories.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

1. Students will be able to identify the primary moral theories, including Kantian duty ethics, Utilitarianism, and 

Virtue Ethics, distinguish the primary differences between the theories, and evaluate the strengths and 

weaknesses of each theory. 

2. Students will be able to apply the moral theories, including Kantian duty ethics, Utilitarianism and Virtue 

Ethics, to contemporary moral issues. 

3. Students will be able to critically evaluate facts and arguments on both sides of contemporary moral issues.  

 

Grading:  

                  1
st
 Exam:                                                                          30% 

      2
nd

 Exam:                                                                         30% 

      Final Exam:                                                                      30% 

      Homework, Attendance, Participation, & Presentation   10% 

                  Total:                                                                              100% 

 

Homework: Prepare a one page summary for each assigned article. If it is handwritten, it must be the 

equivalent of one typewritten page. Late homework will not be accepted unless you missed that class.  

mailto:randyfirestone@verizon.net


 

Exams: Please bring a Scantron form 882ES to each exam. If you miss an exam, please contact me immediately 

to schedule a make-up exam. You usually will be penalized 2/3 of a grade. For example, an “A” would be 

reduced to a “B+”.  

 

Attendance: Attendance, homework, and participation count. For many people it will make the difference 

between getting the higher or the lower grade. Unless the professor makes an exception for you, if you miss 

more than 6 classes, you will either be dropped with a “W” in the class, or if it is too late to drop you, then you 

will receive no credit for participation, which will drop you one full grade. 

 

Tardiness: Please be on time. Tardiness will be counted against you, as will leaving early. If you are late, 

please see me after class to receive credit.  

          

Class Presentation: During the last week of class, you will make a class presentation where you will inform the 

class what you have learned and how you have changed or are changing your ideas, beliefs, and actions as a 

result of this course. This is a celebration of our journey, and we will clap for each other.   

           

Respect: We will be talking about sensitive issues. You are expected to be respectful                              

to the instructor and other students, even though your beliefs may be challenged.  

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources 

Center. 

 

 

     

 This class should be meaningful, stimulating, exciting and fun, and I look forward to sharing the 

experience with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ETHICS (PHILOSOPHY 3) SPRING 2014 READINGS 

PROFESSOR RANDY FIRESTONE:  Email: Randyfirestone@verizon.net 

BOOK: Contemporary Moral Arguments, 2nd Ed, by Lewis Vaughn 

             DATE                TOPIC                PHILOSOPHER & PAGES  
 

JAN 21 Intro: How Morality Works   

JAN 23  Utilitarianism Mill: 62-66, 77-80, 81-84 

JAN 28 Duty Ethics: Moral Worth & the C.I. 

 
Kant: 68-69, 80, 85-93 

JAN 30 Virtue Ethics   Aristotle: 73-74, 94-102 
   

FEB 4  Virtue Ethics   Aristotle  
     

 
    

  FEB 6 Societal Justice: Original Position  Rawls: 102-108 

FEB 11  Applying Ethics: Organ Transplants Smart and Cohen: 544-548, 559-570 

FEB 13 Feminist Ethics Baier: 74-77, 108-116 
   

FEB 18  Comparing Moral Theories: Video Handout: Ohlson 

FEB 20   TEST #1  

FEB 25 Treatment of Animals  Intro: 572-576 

FEB 27    Treatment of Animals: Video     

a 

 

MAR 4 Treatment of Animals: Speciesism  Kant & Singer: 595, 577-588  

MAR 6 Animal Attributes & Morality  Rachel: 616-622 

MAR 11 Animals Rights  Warren & Scruton: 605-615  

MAR 13 The environment  Taylor: 628-640 
   

MAR 18,20  SPRING BREAK   

MAR 25  The environment: Video Bring in an article 

MAR 27  The Environment & Overpopulation  Handout: Hardin  

APRIL 1  World Poverty Pojman: 658-660, 690-700 

APRIL 3  TEST #2  

APRIL 8 Moral Theory: Moral Relativism Pojman: 6-10, 31-44 

APRIL 10 Abortion Intro: 118-125  

APR 15  Abortion Noonan & Pojman:155-161, 140-147 

APR 17  War  395-404  

APR 22  War & Pacifism  Lackey: 404-413 

APR 24 Torture Dershowitz: 456-466  

APR 29 Theory: Paternalism vs. Libertarianism Dworkin & Hospers: 241-262 

MAY 1 Drugs Wilson & Husak: 216-240 

MAY 6 Health Care Daniels: 538- 544, 548-556 

MAY 8         Class Presentations  

MAY 13 Class Presentations   

 MAY 15 FINAL EXAM  

 


