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Syllabus 

El Camino College: Philosophy of Religion  

(PHIL-7, Section # 2562, Spring, 2014, Mondays & Wednesdays, 9:30-10:55 a.m. Room 

Soc 212) 

Professor: Dr. Darla J. Fjeld, Office: TBD 

(Office Hours 11 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays ) 

Telephone: 310-486-7752 

E-mail: Dr.Fjeld@gmail.com 

 
Student Learning Outcomes  

  
SLO #1 Distinguishing Foundations 

Students will be able to distinguish the foundations of belief in physical objects vs. metaphysical 

concepts, such as a God, souls, and heaven and hell, and how this understanding fosters both 

tolerance toward the religious beliefs of others and a deeper understanding of their own religious 

beliefs. 

SLO #2 Belief in Immortal Souls 

Students will be able to articulate the arguments for and problems regarding the beliefs in immortal 

souls, heaven and hell. 

SLO #3 Existence of God  

Students will be able to describe and explain the major arguments for the existence of God, and 

the primary criticisms of each argument.  

 
Rubric: A good response will demonstrate an understanding of at least two different interpretations of and 

responses to a problem in the philosophy of religion; and of the philosophical bases for these responses. 

The response will also be presented in a clear, accurate, precise and logically coherent manner.  
   

 Course Objectives:   

1. Recognize and explain the difference between the literal and metaphorical use of language occurring in 

religious discourse and texts.  
2. Identify and discuss the main areas of philosophical conflict that presently exist between religion and 

science.   
3. State, analyze, and assess traditional arguments both for and against the existence of God.   
4. Analyze traditional arguments both for and against the existence of miracles.   
5. Evaluate the differing viewpoints concerning the appropriate interpretation of divine inspiration of 

scripture.   
6. Examine the problem of evil, and critique the various theodicies that have been offered in response to it. 
7. Explain and describe the phenomenon of mysticism, and recognize particular examples of it in 

various religious traditions and literary sources throughout the world.  
8. Discuss and evaluate proposed attempts to reconcile apparent differences between the doctrines, 

dogmas, and practices of major religions throughout the world.   
9. Evaluate the dominant themes and issues in religious philosophy.   
10. Analyze the philosophical problems relating to religion.   
11. Recognize and evaluate the degree of certainty that it is possible to achieve regarding religious 

metaphysical claims.   
12. Identify and discuss the metaphysical beliefs of the existence of God, souls, heaven and hell, 

reincarnation, karma, merging with the all, and another reality.   
13. Recognize and evaluate the motivations to believe in an all-good God, and distinguish these from 

arguments or reasons regarding why one should believe in God.   
14. Assess the concept of faith, distinguish faith from fact, and analyze how this understanding moves one 

toward an attitude of tolerance.   
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ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 

with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who 

would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the 

instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, 

contact the Special Resources Center.  
 
  

Course Requirements 

 Reading Assignments must be completed in time for you to contribute to class discussions 

on the topic assigned and to complete your papers. 

 Class attendance: You are allowed no more than 5 absences for this course. Any absences 

over 2 will count as points off of your final grade and at the 6th absence, I will drop you from 

my course. 

 Writing Assignments: You are required to write 5 papers for this course. Papers must be 

turned in on the dates that they are due or there will be 2 points taken off of your grades for 

them every day that they are late including weekends. These papers must reflect that you 

have been present for class discussions, my lectures and that you have read the appropriate 

reading assignments from the text book assigned for this course. Papers must be in 12 pt. font 

and be double-spaced. On the top left hand corner of your paper you will provide the 

following information, single-spaced: Your name, Philosophy of Religion-2548, The Date, 

Dr. Fjeld, and the paper number.  Also centered at the beginning of the paper you are to write 

a title for your paper.  Papers are due on the following dates as delineated throughout the 

syllabus: 

Paper # 1: January 29 (2 to 3 pages) 

Paper #2: Due February 12 (2 to 3 pages) 

Paper #3: Due March 5 (3 to 4 pages) 

Paper #4: April 2 (3 to 4 pages) 

Paper #5: Due April 23 (2 to 3 pages) 

 

 Final exam: Your Final Exam will be a take-home exam that I will hand out to you ahead of 

time. It will involve 5 to 6 pages of writing. 

 Note: It is never necessary for you to tell me your excuses and I don't want to hear them. The 

rules of the course apply to everyone no matter what. I feel bad for you if a tragedy, death or 

illness occurs in your life during this class to prevent you from doing your work. If any of 

these things happen, it is best that you take the course at another time when your life is going 

more smoothly.   

 

Required text: Gary E. Kessler's Philosophy of Religion: Toward a Global Perspective 
 

Weekly Assignments 
 

Week 1: Course Logistics and Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion 
Reading Assignment for the week: What is the Philosophy of Religion? pp. xv-xx of 

Philosophy of Religion text book (from now on referred to as POR). 

 

Writing Assignment: Paper # 1 due on Wednesday, January 29, 2014 -- Write a 2 to 3 

page essay on what you view as the value of believing in an ultimate reality, being, 

higher power, gods or God (or anything else that you call it). Discuss what this reality is 

to you and tell me specifically what this reality means for your life. That is define what 
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you mean when you say “God” or whatever you call what you believe in. If you do not 

believe in any kind of ultimate reality write an essay discussing why you do not believe 

in an ultimate reality (or God or any other name you want to give it) and what this means 

for your life. Be sure to discuss what it is that you do not believe in. 
 

January 22, 2014, Wednesday 

 

Week 2: Chapter 1, What is Religion? 

Reading Assignment for the week: Introduction, Geertz, Smith & Nishitani -- pp. 1-2; pp. 

11-20; pp. 24-33; pp. 34-42 of POR. 
 

January 27, 2014, Monday 

January 29, Wednesday, Paper #1 due today!  

 

Week 3: Chapter 11, Are all Religions True? 

Reading Assignment for the week: Introduction, Panikkar, Hick and Bilimoria -- pp. 529-

530; pp. 11-20; pp. 24-33; pp. 34-42.  

 

Writing Assignment: Paper # 2 due on Wednesday, February 12 -- Write a 2 to 3 page 

essay that answers one of the following questions: Are all Religions True?  OR  Are all 

Religions False?  OR  Are Some Religions Better than Others? 
 

February 3, Monday 

February 5, Wednesday 

 

Week 4: Chapter 9, Do Faith and Reason Conflict? 

Reading Assignment for the week: Introduction, Intro to Averroes, Pascal's Wager, 

William James, Radhakrishnan, Marilyn Gaye Piety -- pp. 428-430, p. 431, pp. 441-444, 

pp. 448-457, pp. 465-470, pp. 471-481. 

 
February 10, Monday 

February 12, Wednesday: Paper # 2 is due today! 

 

Weeks 5:  Chapter 10, Humanism, Science and Miracles 

Reading Assignment for the next week: Introduction, Feuerbach, Marx, Masao Abe, 

Hume -- pp. 483-484, pp. 484-493, pp. 492-497, pp. 504-509, pp. 509-516. 
 

Writing Assignment: Paper # 3 due on Wednesday, March 5 -- Write a 3 to 4 page 

essay that responds to the following statement: Religion is irrational superstition that does 

more harm than good.  
 

February 17, Monday: Washington’s Holiday: No School 

February 19, Wednesday 

 

Weeks 6 & 7: Chapter 2, Diverse Views of Ultimate Reality 

Reading Assignment for the next two weeks: Introduction, Lao-Tsu, Shankara, Avicenna, 

Cobb, Reuther, Wainwright -- pp. 44-47, pp. 47-50, pp. 50-62, pp. 62-69, pp. 69-81, pp. 

81-87, pp. 87-95. 
 



 4 

February 24, Monday 

February 26, Wednesday:  

March 3, Monday 

March 5, Wednesday: Paper #3 due Today! 

 

Weeks 8 & 9: Chapter 3, Can We Prove that Some Kind of Ultimate Reality Exists? 

Reading Assignment for the next two weeks: Introduction, Udayana, Thomas Aquinas, 

Intro to the Cosmological Argument, A Buddhist Critique, Teleological Argument Intro, 

Sri Aurobindo, Anselm -- pp. 96-97, pp. 97-102, pp. 102-105, pp. 105-106, pp. 114-122, 

pp. 122-123, pp. 130-136, pp. 137-141. 

 

Writing Assignment: Paper # 4 due on Wednesday, April 2 -- Write 3 to 4 pages 

answering the following questions: Is it possible to prove that some kind of ultimate 

reality exists to someone who does not believe in the existence of an ultimate reality?  

And how do you prove to yourself that an ultimate reality either exists or does not exist?  
 

March 10, Monday  

March 12, Wednesday 

Spring Break: March 17-22 – No School! 
March 24, Monday 

March 26, Wednesday 

 

Week 10: Chapter 4, Religious Experience 
Reading Assignment for the week: Introduction, Smart, Black Elk's Vision, Buber, 

Suzuki, Perceiving God Intro, Jantzen -- pp. 150-152, pp. 152-161, pp. 162-170, pp. 171-

176, pp. 176-182, pp. 182-184, pp. 192-206. 
 

March 31, Monday  

April 2, Wednesday: Paper # 4 is due today! 

 

Week 11: Chapter 8, Religious Language 

Reading Assignment for the week: Introduction, Tillich, Flew, Hare, Mitchell, Kasulis, 

McFague -- pp. 373-374, pp. 374-383, pp. 383-390, pp. 390-399, pp. 404-426. 

 

Writing Assignment: Paper # 5 due on Wednesday, April 23 -- Write 2 to 3 pages 

responding to one of the following:  
1. Describe two kinds of religious experience from Chapter 4 and then answer the following 

question about these types of experience: Is there a basis for religious experience? 

2. Does religious experience prove anything about ultimate reality? 

3. Does it matter whether symbolic language in the religious context is true or not? In other 

words, is symbolic meaning dependent on literal meaning? Why? or why not?  

4. Is it possible to be moral without a belief in an ultimate reality? 
 

April 7, Monday 

April 9, Wednesday: I'll hand our your Final Take-Home Exam at the end of today's class! 

 

 

 

 

Week 12: Chapter 5, Suffering and Evil 
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Reading Assignment for the week: Introduction, Elie Wiesel, Mackie, Rowe, Bruce 

Reichenbach, Nozick -- pp. 210-211, pp. 211-217, pp. 224-233, pp. 238-246, pp. 246-

255, pp. 255-257. 

 
April 14, Monday 

April 16, Wednesday 

 

Week 13: Chapter 6, Religion and Morality 

Reading Assignment for the week: Introduction, Nietzsche, Robert Merrihew Adams, 

Cornel West, Martha C. Nussbaum --  pp. 269-271, pp. 276-280, pp. 280-295, pp. 295-

304 and pp. 311-324. 
 

April 21, Monday 

April 23, Wednesday: Paper # 5 is due today! 

 

Week 14: Chapter 7, Are We Immortal?  

Reading Assignment for the week: Introduction, Jewish Views of the Afterlife, Hick, Sri 

Aurobindo, Linda Badham -- pp. 326-328, pp. 337-342, pp. 342-350, pp. 358-363, pp. 

364-371. 
 

April 28, Monday 

April 30, Wednesday 

 

Week 15: The Philosophy of Religion and the Meaning of Life 
 

May 5, Monday 

May 7, Wednesday 

 

Week 16: Review and Exam 
 

May 12, Monday, Review Day 

May 14, Wednesday: Final Exam 

Final Exam Day! You must be in class  between 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. to turn in your take-home final 

exam.  No exams will be accepted after 10:30 a.m. on this day. Failure to show up on Exam day will 

result in a failing grade for the course. No exceptions to this. 

 

Grade Scale 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

60-69 D 

Anything below 60 F 

 

Following is the way that I will calculate your final grade: The average of your five papers will constitute 

50 % of your grade and your final exam will constitute the other 50 % of your grade.  
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How to Write a Philosophy Paper for my Philosophy of Religion Course  
  
In the top left corner of the paper type the following information:  
Your name  
Paper # 1   
Philosophy of Religion, Phil-7-2562  
Dr. Fjeld  
The date  
  

Then double-space and center and write your title. Double-space and start the body of your paper. 

Indent your paragraphs. Do not fool around with formatting to make your paper look longer than it is.  The 

point of the papers in this course is for you to demonstrate that you understand what you have read and 

heard in class.  
A philosophy paper is not just a series of opinions spouted by its author, nor a straightforward 

reporting of events, nor a "book report" or capsule summary of some famous person's views. It involves 

giving, and weighing, arguments.  Once you have formulated your claim, try to think of arguments that 

support it, and also arguments that seem to undercut it. Use the arguments that we are reading about in this 

class. You must, however, show that you understand these arguments and are not just "parroting" someone, 

and you must acknowledge your source for the argument. In our class, if you use our text book as your 

source, which is encouraged, you can cite the source in the following way: for example, after writing 

something about John Hick's selection in our text book, you can type (Hick, POR, p. 536). Or if you are 

citing Geertz from our text book you would type (Geertz, POR, p. 13). If you use other sources, you should 

cite them in a footnote and include a works cited page. Do not leave things unclear or make sloppy 

statements and expect me to figure out what you are trying to say. I can't read your mind, and will assume 

from previous experience with other students that you yourself do not know what you mean. The best 

approach for you to take is for you to simply say what you mean.   

It is best to begin with an introductory paragraph in which you say what you take yourself to be 

doing in the paper (state what position you are claiming); then, after you have presented your case (giving 

reasons for believing what you believe), close with a conclusion which says what you have done. If you do 

not say up front, in the introduction, what you will be doing in the body of the paper, I will conclude that 

you do not know what you are up to in your paper.    

A final point about introductions and conclusions is that they should not include phrases like the 

following:  "Throughout history, people have struggled with the question of what makes an action good," or 

"Aristotle was the greatest philosopher who ever lived, and his influence is still being felt today." Far from 

being impressed, I will be thinking, "Get to the point."    

Proper structure at all levels of your paper will help immensely in getting your points across. 

Choose words in a way that avoids ambiguity. For example, if you use the word "it", be sure that it is clear 

to which "it" you are referring. The same goes for the word "this." Likewise, you should avoid run-on 

sentences or incomplete sentences, which can be very confusing to read.  

Also do not mix up the words "our" and "are"; there, their and they're; your and you're.   
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You should write a first draft of your paper and then read it out loud to yourself so that you can hear how 

the paper sounds. As you are reading, note and correct any grammatical or spelling errors and also pay 

attention for confusing or unclear sentences. After making all corrections, write a final draft to be turned 

into me.   

Do not come into class on the day your paper is due and tell me that your printer broke or any 

similar excuse.  Anticipate that things can go wrong at the last minute and get your paper typed, 

leaving yourself enough time to get it in on time. If you do not get your paper in on the date due, you 

will not be able to turn it in until our next class meeting.     


