
Political Science 1 SS 205 (TR 6:00 - 9:10PM ) 
Governments of the United States and California 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
Professor Scott Godfrey 
Email: sgodfrey@elcamino.edu 
 
Course Description: This course is a survey of the concepts, theories, and functions of the American political 

system. The basic principles of the United States Constitution and the government of California will be examined. 

Emphasis will be placed on the formal and informal influences of federalism on national and state governments. 

On the nature of this class: Though this is a survey class, designed to give you a general understanding 

regarding the functioning of government and politics, we will also focus on some of the more important 

theoretical underpinnings of American society and culture at large.  Because we will be discussing some 

controversial topics, it is imperative that you understand the possibility of being offended by the material, your 

classmates, or by me.  Understanding that political beliefs can be extremely personal, I make every effort to give 

equal time to students of varying ideologies.  My aim is to present our material in as apolitical a tone as possible, 

and it is essential that if we are going to have a positive learning experience together, we need to all remain 

equally respectful; bullying or  name-calling will never be tolerated.  

Reading assignments: It is crucial that you acquire our text and read all assigned materials. I acknowledge that 

some of the reading may be difficult, but the important point is that you try.  It is my promise that I will do my 

best to make sure that you understand the material as well as I can explain it.   

Exams: Any material that we cover in class or in the readings may appear on exams, so I strongly suggest 

keeping up with your reading, taking good notes, and speaking to me if you don’t understand the material. Exams 

will be comprised of multiple choice and one essay question per exam. Please note that I only give makeup exams 

for medical emergencies (with a doctor’s note) or for extreme family emergencies. Also note that I will give you a 

study guide prior to each exam. 

Quizzes: You will be given a quiz every class that covers that day’s reading assignments. Together these quizzes 

comprise 15% of your final grade. I do not give makeup quizzes, so you must be in class to receive credit; I do, 

however, drop your lowest quiz grade. 

Plagiarism and cheating: Neither plagiarism nor cheating will  be tolerated -- plagiarism is defined as using a 

quoted or paraphrased passage without giving credit to the source of the material.  As plagiarism is an affront to 

academic integrity,  I take the most extreme measures afforded to me when dealing with students who plagiarize.  

Cheating on an exam or quiz will be dealt with in a similar fashion: you will be referred to the Dean of Students, 

and campuswide policies will be enforced. 

Attendance: Since questions regarding lecture material (that is not in the text) will be asked on exams, your 

attendance is greatly encouraged. You will be allowed 2 unexcused absences, but will be dropped 3 points from 

your final grade for each subsequent, unexcused absence. 

Technology: laptops or tablets may be used to take notes in class, but if anyone is found to be using class time to 

update a social media status or for other unrelated purposes, the entire class will be barred from further use.  The 

use of phones is not permitted at any time during class. 

Your responsibilities: You must come to class on time and stay for the duration. You must also attend class 

having done the reading. If you don’t understand any concepts discussed during class, PLEASE raise your hand 

and ask for clarification -- I will always be happy to answer any questions! I also ask that if you ever have any 

concerns regarding our class that you talk to me. I make every effort to be reachable.  If you can’t meet me after 

class, I am reachable via email or by appointment. In short, there should be no reason that we can’t discuss any 

problem that you may have with our class -- remember that I am always interested in helping you to succeed! 

 

mailto:sgodfrey@elcamino.edu


My role: I am here to help you understand material that is not only exciting, but at times challenging.  My 

promise to you is that I will do my very best to be available to answer any questions, or to address any concerns 

that you may have regarding our class.  Ultimately, my goal is to provide you with the tools necessary to interpret 

and understand our political system. It is not my goal to proselytize, recruit, or convince any of you that you 

should change your political beliefs. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. Identify the theoretical foundations and the applications of the American political system. 

2. Analyze major political institutions: the presidency, bureaucracy, Congress, Judiciary, elections, political 

parties, and interest groups. 

3. Examine and assess the implementation of democracy, including the different perspectives of elitism, 

pluralism, and majoritarianism. 

4. Evaluate the role of the mass media in the political process. 

5. Identify and discuss political culture and the function of political socialization. 

6. Compare and contrast the relationship of federal and state governmental systems and processes with emphasis 

on California. 

7. Evaluate and analyze the interdependence of economics and politics. 

8. Distinguish between civil rights and civil liberties and their evolution in American society. 

9. Assess the federal and state judicial systems and their impact on public policy. 

10. Examine and discuss the process of public policy making in relation to international and domestic policy 

issues. 

11. Assess the concept and implementation of citizenship. 

12. Analyze issues of race, ethnicity, class, age, and gender as they relate to the distribution of power in the 

political process. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

 SLO #1 Articles and Amendments In a multiple choice test, students will demonstrate knowledge of the basic 

principles of the United States Constitution including its Articles and Amendments, as well as those for the 

government of California 

SLO #2 Linkage Mechanisms In a multiple choice or written essay test, students will demonstrate an 

understanding of how political parties and interest groups serve as channels for popular participation, and 

compare/contrast the techniques they use to do so. 

SLO #3 The Executive Branch In a written essay or multiple choice exam, students will demonstrate an 

understanding of the various roles played by the President and California Governor, the political resources 

available to them to meet the expectations associated with those roles, and how those resources are limited. 

 

Grade breakdown: Three exams: 25% each (75%) 

   Quizzes combine to make up: 15% 

   Participation: 10% 

 

Assigned texts: Greenberg and Page: The Struggle for Democracy 11th Ed. 

   “Online” readings are posted on the “My Team Sites” section of My ECC 

 

Date Topic Reading assignments 

1/27 Class introduction  

2/3 Historical events and 

ideologies leading to 

the creation of the 

U.S. 

John Locke: Two Treatises on Government (Online) 

Thomas Paine: “Common Sense” (Online) 

James Madison: Federalist No. 10 (Online) 

Text, Chapters 1 and 2 



Date Topic Reading assignments 

2/10 Federalism 

Congress 

The Constitution of the United States: Article 1 (Online) 

Text Chapters 3 and 11 

2/17 Presidents Day No class 

2/24 The Presidency 

Review session 

The Constitution of the United States: Article 2 (Online) 

Text Chapter 12 

3/3 Exam 1  

3/10 The Judiciary 

Civil liberties 

The Constitution of the United States: Article 3 (Online) 

The Bill of Rights (Online) 

Text Chapters 14 & 15 

3/17 Spring break  

3/24 Civil liberties cont. 

Civil rights 

Schenck v. United States (Online) * U.S. v. O’Brien (Online) 

Texas v. Johnson (Online) * Citizens United v. the FEC (Online) 

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments of the Constitution (Online) 

Text Chapters 16 

3/31 Social Movements 

Public opinion 

Text Chapters 8 & 5 

 

4/7 Political parties 

Review session 

Text Chapter 9 

 

4/14 Exam 2  

4/21 The news media 

“Buying the War” 

Text Chapters 6 

4/28 Elections 

Economic policy 

Text Chapters 10 & 17 

5/5 Globalism and 

Foreign Policy 

Text Chapter 18 

 

5/12 Final exam  

 

Please note that sometimes due to extended class discussion or unforeseen events, reading assignments may 

change as the semester progresses.  I will give you ample warning if this is the case, and I will post an updated 

reading list. 

 

ADA Statement: 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the 

timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. 

To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf


http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

