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Introduction to American Government and Politics 
PS1 (Section 2662)  
El Camino College 

 
  
Instructor: Scott Hoaby 
Classroom: SOCS 120  
Meeting Day and Time: TTh  2:00-3:25 pm 
Office: N/A 
Office Hours: by appt only.  
Class Web Page: TBD 
Email: shoaby@elcamino.edu  
Phone and Voice-Mail Extension: 310-660-3593  ext: 4317 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS 
  
This course is a survey of the concepts, theories, and functions of the American political system.  
The basic principles of the United States Constitution and the government of California will be 
examined.  Emphasis will be placed on the formal and informal influences of federalism on 
national and state governments.  
  
Course Objectives 
  Upon completing this course, the student should be able to:  
  

1. Identify the theoretical foundations and the applications of the American political 
system. 

2. Analyze major political institutions: the presidency, bureaucracy, Congress, Judiciary, 
elections, political parties, and interest groups. 

3. Examine and assess the implementation of democracy, including the different 
perspectives of elitism, pluralism, and majoritarianism. 

4. Evaluate the role of the mass media in the political process. 
5. Identify and discuss political culture and the function of political socialization. 
6. Compare and contrast the relationship of federal and state governmental systems and 

processes with emphasis on California. 
7. Evaluate and analyze the interdependence of economics and politics. 
8. Distinguish between civil rights and civil liberties and their evolution in American 

society. 
9. Assess the federal and state judicial systems and their impact on public policy. 
10. Examine and discuss the process of public policy making in relation to international and 

domestic policy issues. 
11. Assess the concept and implementation of citizenship. 
12. Analyze issues of race, ethnicity, class, age, and gender as they relate to the distribution 

of power in the political process. 
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Classroom Rules:   
 If you think you will have trouble following any of the rules below, you may want to 
consider enrolling in another course.   
 First, when you are speaking, I will give you my full attention.  When I – or another student 
– is speaking, I expect the same courtesy.  On-going discussions with fellow students will not be 
tolerated.  
 Second, students may bring laptops to class solely for the purposes of taking notes. If I 
suspect a student is doing something other than taking notes, the student will be told the leave 
the class immediately and will not be permitted to return until the following class. If it happens 
a second time, the student will be told to leave the class and will not be permitted to return 
until they have met with the Dean of Student Services 
 Third, repeated texting is unacceptable. Students who violate this rule will be told to leave 
the class immediately and will not be permitted to return until the following class. 
 Fourth, arriving to lecture late is very disruptive.  Repeated  late arrivals may affect your 
grade 
 Fifth, do not doze off in class. If you cannot stay awake, stay home! 
 
Class Attendance and Discussion 

Throughout the semester, we will discuss current political events. If you have not been 
paying attention to the news, start now! When we talk about political events, all political views 
are welcome.  While I encourage debate, I insist that it be respectful.   
  While I do not grade on attendance, I do grade on participation. If you are absent, you 
cannot participate. If you miss 3 classes in a row without a valid excuse, or 6 or more for the 
term, you may be dropped from the roster.   

If you are sick and potentially contagious, do not come to class.  If you are absent, it is your 
responsibility to find out what you missed. I recommend that you ask a fellow student for a 
copy of their notes. If you do not know anyone in the class, I will introduce you to someone.  
 I do not offer make up exams except under extraordinary – and verifiable – circumstances.  
If you know you will miss an exam (sports, special event, etc), you must contact me before the 
exam.  If you miss an exam for an alleged valid reason, I will likely ask you to provide 
documentary evidence for the reason (police report of a car accident, copy of the bulletin 
handed out at a funeral, note from a hospital verifying you were there, etc.) 
  
Special Resource Center – for Disabled Students 
  The Special Resource Center (SRC) offers educational support services for students with 
disabilities who are enrolled in college classes. The program provides services to students with 
a variety of disabilities. The SRC staff will be helpful in providing a variety of services including 
academic counseling, general studies classes/tutorial lab, test-taking accommodations, and 
note takers. Students with verifiable disabilities may visit the Special Resource Center at 16007 
Crenshaw Boulevard, or contact them by calling (310) 660-3295, or by e-mailing to 
“srchelp@elcamino.edu.”  The SRC staff and I are committed to assisting students with 
disabilities.   

You may access a pdf version of the SRC policies at:  
www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/docs/SRCStudentHandbook-final2.pdf 
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Email 

I will be communicating with students via email throughout the semester.  My emails will 
automatically be sent to the email account provided by El Camino College.  If you have not 
received an email from me by the end of the second week, come speak with me immediately.  
 Note: I believe you can have your student email account redirected to the email account 
you use most frequently. 
 
Grading Policy and Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 
 In a multiple choice test, students will demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of the 
United States Constitution including its Articles and Amendments, as well as those for the 
government of California. 
 In a multiple choice or written essay test, students will demonstrate an understanding of 
how political parties and interest groups serve as channels for popular participation, and 
compare/contrast the techniques they use to do so. 

In a written essay or multiple choice exam, students will demonstrate an understanding of 
the various roles played by the President and California Governor, the political resources 
available to them to meet the expectations associated with those roles, and how those 
resources are limited. 
 
Grading Policy 
  There are three components to your grade: 

           
1. Quizzes (10%) 
2. Exams (80%) 
3. Class Participation (10%) 

 
Quizzes: 

Students will be responsible for reading the chapters of the book identified in the Course 
Schedule (see below).  I would recommend that you go over the multiple choice and other 
questions at the end of each chapter.  The quizzes can cover material from either the lectures 
or from the book.  
 We will not have a quiz on the same day as an exam.  I plan to have 8 quizzes, although I 
might choose to have fewer. Quiz questions may show up again on exams.   
 For the purposes of calculating the final grade, I will drop the lowest 2 quiz scores.   
 
Exams:  

There will be four exams, the dates of which are listed on the Course Schedule. The exams 
are not cumulative.  You will need a Blue Book for each of the exams. The exams will all have 
the same general structure.   
  
 



 4 

Part I:  Multiple Choice Questions (40%) 
Each exam will include 20 multiple-choice questions.  

 
Part II: Short Answer Questions (20%) 
Each exam will also include questions that will require some writing.  Generally the questions 
will be based on the information presented in lecture, but they can include some of the more 
important items from the book.  You will be given a choice of six questions, typically, and will 
have to answer four. 
 
Part II: Short Essay Questions (40%) 
Each exam will also include short essay questions. The questions will be based on the 
information presented in lecture, and typically information that can be augmented by the 
corresponding reading from the book.  You will have to answer two (2) of these, and you will 
typically have 3 or 4 questions to choose from. 
 
Participation 

I base the remaining 10% of your grade on participation. You can participate by answering 
questions that I pose during lecture or offering your opinions (when appropriate). You can also 
participate by asking questions in class, via email, or during office hours. If you have trouble 
speaking in class, come see me at the beginning of the semester.  As an alternative to speaking, 
I may ask students to write (non-graded) responses to a question at the beginning of class. 
 
Final Grade (500 Points Max) 
 

1. Quizzes = 50 points 
2. Exams = 400 points  
3. Participation = 50 points. 

 
Grading Scale 
  

A = 450-500 
B = 400-449 
C = 350-399 
D = 300-349 
F = 299 or less 

 
Academic Dishonesty  
  Students are expected to do their own work as assigned. At El Camino College, we believe 
that academic integrity and honesty are some of the most important qualities college students 
need to develop and maintain. To facilitate a culture of academic integrity, El Camino College 
discourages plagiarism and academic dishonesty with possibilities of penalties. Due process 
procedures have been established when plagiarism or academic dishonesty is suspected 
 At ECC, we define plagiarism as follows: Plagiarism is the submission of someone else’s 
work or ideas as one’s own, without adequate attribution. When a student submits work for a 
class assignment that includes the words, ideas or data of others, without acknowledging the 
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source of the information through complete, accurate, and specific references, plagiarism is 
involved. This may include dual submissions of a similar work for credit for more than one class, 
without the current instructor’s knowledge and approval.  
 To be specific, below are some of the situations that will be considered plagiarism at ECC: 

o Use information from any source, online or in print, in one’s own writing without 
acknowledging the source in the content and in the reference page of the assignment; 

o Simply list the sources in the reference page, without parenthetical citations in the body 
of the essay; 

o Take more than one printed line of  words consecutively from the source without 
putting quotation marks around them, even though the student has put the author’s 
name in the parentheses or in the reference page; 

o Turn in work done for other classes, regardless how big or small the assignment may be, 
without the current instructor’s approval—this is considered “self-plagiarism,” which is 
a form of academic dishonesty; or, 

o Turn in work by another student, even by accident. 
 
In addition, ECC has strict rules against using electronic devices during exams without the 
instructor’s approval. To be specific, absolutely no cell phones or any electronic devices can be 
on the desk or in sight during a test or exam without the instructor’s approval. The presence of 
electronic devices in sight during exams may be considered an intention to cheat and will be 
processed as a form of academic dishonesty. 
 Cases of alleged academic dishonesty, such as plagiarism or cheating, will be referred to the 
Dean of Student Services for investigation.  
 
For more information on the Student Code of Conduct: 
www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic&20Honesty.pdf 

 
CLASS WEB PAGE  

 
The class webpage is located at: TBD 
 

READING MATERIAL 
  
Required (available at El Camino bookstore):  

 We The People – Ninth Essentials Edition.  (Ginsberg, Lowi, et al) Norton Press 

 You Decide!  2012: Current Debates in American Politics.  (John R. Rourke)  Pearson 
Press   

Optional: 

 Governing California in the 21st Century, 3rd Edition (Anagnoson, et al.)  Norton & Co. 
On Reserve: 

 American Democracy Now (ADN), 3rd Edition (Harrison, Harris, Deardorff)  (McGraw 
Hill) 
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***  Note: This following syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the  
instructor in order to adapt to instructional needs.  *** 

 

 
Date Session Topic Main Reading You D. 

T Jan 21 1 Introductions 
  Th Jan 23 2 The Citizen and Govt. Chapter 1  

 
 

 
  

 T Jan 28 3 The Constitution 435-452 
 Th Jan 30 4 The Constitution Chapter 2  

 
 

 
  

 T Feb 4 5 The Constitution Chapter 2 Ch 1 
Th Feb 6 6 Federalism Chapter 3 

 
 

 
 

  
 T Feb 11 7 Federalism Chapter 3 Ch 2 

Th Feb 13 8 Exam 1 Chapter 11 
 

 
 

 
  

 T Feb 18 9 Congress 
 

 Th Feb 20 10 Congress Chapter 11 Ch 11 

 
 

 
  

 T Feb 25 11 The Presidency Chapter 12 
 Th Feb 27  12 Judiciary & Courts Chapter 14 
 

 
 

 
 

  T Mar 4 13 Judiciary & Courts Chapter 14 Ch 14 
Th Mar 6 14 Civil Liberties Ch4 

 
 

 
 

 
Suppl: ADN Ch4 

 
 

 
 

 
  T Mar 11 15 Civil Liberties Ch4 Ch 3 

Th Mar 13 16 Political Participation Chapter 7 
 

 
 

 
  

 T Mar 25 17 Exam 2 
 

 Th Mar 27 18 Elections Chapter 9 
 

 
 

 
  

 T Apr 1 19 Elections Chapter 9 Ch 10 
Th Apr 3 20 Political Parties Chapter 9 

 
 

 
 

  
 T Apr 8 21 Civil Rights Ch5 
 

 
 

 
 

Suppl: ADN Ch5 
 Th Apr 10 22 Civil Rights Ch5 Ch 4 

 
 

 
  

 T Apr 15 23 Exam 3 
 

 Th Apr 17 24 Media Chapter 10 
 

 
 

 
  

 T Apr 22 25 Govt & the Economy ADN - Ch 16 
 Th Apr 24 26 Govt & the Economy ADN - Ch 16  Ch 16 

 
 

  
 

 



 7 

T Apr 29 27 Foreign Policy Chapter 16 
 Th May 1 - Catch-up Class 

  
 

 
    T May 6 28 Foreign Policy Chapter 16 Ch 17 

Th May 8 29 California Government Governing CA 
 

 
 

 
  

 T May 13 30 Review & catch-up. - 
 Th May 15 31 Exam 4 

   


