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Introduction to Sociology 
 
 
Instructor: Jung-eun(Julie) Lee, Ph.D. Sociology(SOCI) 101-2838 
Email:  jlee@elcamino.edu Spring 2014 
Office hours: 1) Online office hours via  
Skype (ID: jleesoc) on Wed 9:30-10:30pm  
2) Meet after class 3) By appointment (ARTS320) 

When: Thr 6:00pm-9:10pm 
Where: Social Science 122 

  
3 unit, 3 hour lecture  
Prerequisite: eligibility for English 1A  
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC  
  
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  This syllabus is the main organizing tool of our course. You 
should read it very carefully. I regard it as our contract for the semester. If you decide 
to stay in the course, I will expect you, as well as myself, to abide by its conditions. 
 
Course Description 
In this course students analyze the influence of the social environment on behavior and 
social life using sociological theoretical perspectives. Components of social structure and 
social culture are critically examined through sociological theories and concepts 
including socialization, deviance, social institutions, and social change. Inequalities 
based on issues such as social class, race, ethnicity, gender, and age will also be analyzed. 
 
Course Objectives 
1. Define and describe sociology as a field of study and distinguish it from other 
disciplines in the social sciences.  
2. Explain and apply the sociological imagination as defined by C. Wright Mills.  
3. Identify and describe key theoretical perspectives in sociology, including 
functionalism, conflict, and interactionism. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of 
each perspective relative to a variety of social situational circumstances.  
4. Identify and analyze prominent classic theorists in sociology, such as Karl Marx, Max 
Weber, and Emile Durkheim, as well as contemporary theorists, such as Peter Berger, 
George Ritzer, and Talcott Parsons and their contributions to the field of sociology.  
5. Identify the six steps in the scientific method and distinguish between qualitative and 
quantitative research methods.  
6. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of research methodologies sociologists 
use to gather and analyze data.  
7. Articulate dimensions of material and nonmaterial culture, including norms, values, 
and symbols.  
8. Classify and define micro and macro elements of social structure, including status, 
role, social groups, organizations, and institutions.  
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9. Identify agents of socialization and describe the process of socialization throughout 
the life course. Explain the “nature vs. nurture” debate and assess socialization theories 
of human development.  
10. Define deviance and social control. Identify and apply theories used to explain 
deviant behavior.  
11. Demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts relating to social 
stratification and inequality.  
12. Describe major social institutions and evaluate their impact on individuals and 
groups in American society. Discuss historical and contemporary changes in these 
institutions. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 
1. Sociological Theoretical Perspectives 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of theoretical perspectives 
and apply sociological perspectives such as functionalism, conflict theory, and 
interactionism to social scenarios. 
2.  Sociological Concepts 
Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts, such as 
social structure, culture, socialization, deviance, and social stratification by applying 
them to social scenarios. 
 
ADA Statement 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 
with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with 
a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 
identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To 
make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%
20Honesty.pdf 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 
Textbook 
Henslin, James M. 2012. Essentials of Sociology, A Down-To-Earth Approach, 10th 

Edition. Prentice Hall.  
 
Course Requirements 
The following components of course work will be worth points as indicated toward your 
total grade: 
 
Course Assignment Weights: 
Assignment:    Point Value:   
Attendance    100 points   
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Three Exams    60*3=180 points   
In-class Presentation  50 points 
Sociological Imagination Paper 80 points 
Quizzes    10*5=50 points 
Total     460+ points 
 
+ Optional: Extra Credit Assignments (possibly 10-30 points) 
 
**IMPORTANT NOTE**:  Any missing, late, incomplete or unsatisfactory work will 
receive a grade of zero (0 point). All deadlines are firm. Moreover, any academic 
dishonesty, such as cheating and plagiarism will also result in grade of zero (0) for an 
assignment and will be reported.   
 
Grading System: 
This is a sample grading policy for the class.  
 
90% and above A 
80%-89% B 
70%-79% C 
60%-69% D 
59% and below F 

 
Attendance 
I believe that attendance is the best predictor of doing well in this class. Attendance will 
be taken at every class session and it an official part of your grade. Here is how it works. 
You will be given 100 points at the beginning of the semester. Points will be deducted 
from this beginning with your fourth absence. Beginning with your fourth absence, 
20 points will be deducted for each additional absence. An excused absence due to an 
emergency, or medical or legal reasons, must be verified by some form of official 
documentation. All other absences, regardless of the reason, will be considered 
unexcused. See the chart below. 
 

Classes Missed Deducted Points Total Points You Have 
0-3 0 100 

4 -20 80 
5 -20 60 
6 -20 40 
7 -20 20 

8 and more -20 0 
 
Your attendance clock starts the FIRST day you ATTEND class and/or the FIRST day 
you ENROLL, whichever comes first.  
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Exams 
There will be THREE closed-book, in-class exams. Make sure to take your exam on the 
schedule date, and bring a paper scantron and a 2B pencil for the exam. There will be 
no make-up exam, unless your absence is an officially recognized college excuse.  
All exams will be comprised of total 60 questions (multiple choice and open questions) 
over the text, reader, and class material. The exams are not cumulative.  
If you are late for an exam, you will have until the originally scheduled end time. 
Additional time won’t be allotted. You won’t be allowed to enter class for an exam if the 
first person has completed the exam.  
If you miss a test, you will receive a score of zero (0).  
Make-up exams will be significantly more difficult than the original one, which will be in 
the format of 8-page essay due no later than one week after the scheduled exam date. 
You must contact me immediately if you miss an exam.   
 
Presentations 
Throughout the term, each of you will form a group of 2-3 students and give a 10-15 
minute presentation (one time) at the beginning of a class for the week. The 
presentation needs to be about a news article, editorial, or opinion piece of your choice. 
The article’s length should be over 500 words and it should be based on well-known 
newspapers, magazines, or public radio websites, and directly address the given week’s 
topic. I recommend several news websites such as New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, and National Public Radio. 
You may suggest a different media outlet to me (before your presentation date) if you 
cannot find an article from the recommended venues. You may refer to more than one 
article if it helps you convey your ideas effectively. 
Sign-up sheet will be circulated in the first (or second if necessary) week of the semester. 
The purpose is to give you more experience in analyzing what is happening in the world 
from a sociological perspective. The presentation should include briefly recapping the 
article, stating how it relates to the given weeks’ topic, and thought questions about the 
article and the topic which they think their classmates should reflect on. All team 
members will receive the same grade, so make sure that everyone participates equally. If 
you miss your presentation, you receive zero (0) point for this assignment. 
 
How to prepare for the presentation: 
Use your creativity in presenting the material!  
Only those who give well-prepared and creative presentations will be considered in the 
“A” range.  
Plan to arrive early on the day of your presentation.  Seminar presentations will be given 
at the beginning of class period. If you are late for class, you will miss the opportunity to 
give your presentation. In 10-15 minutes: 
1) Introduce yourselves 
2) Display your article title and author. And summarize the article (What happened? 

When did it happen? Why did you pick the article?).  
3) Display 2 key sociological terms, concepts or theories that help understand your 

article.  Why are the terms/theories helpful and how are they related to the article’s 
main idea? Explain how the article fits in with the given week’s topic.   
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4) Have 3 or more thought questions evoked by the article and have active discussions 
with the whole class.  

Tips:  Using PowerPoint or another web presentation program might be difficult. Please 
check with me beforehand. Also prepare a hard copy of your presentation to use, in case 
the technology fails. 
 
Sociological Imagination Paper 
Students will write a paper (5-6 pages, double spaced) and submit it as a final project. In 
this paper, you will describe and reflect upon a personal experience related to one of the 
weekly topics. In other words you will reflect how one of your own personal experiences 
highlights sociological concepts and processes at work. Use your sociological 
imagination to explain how your personal experience is embedded in and reflects larger 
social processes. So you will: 1) Describe your experience. 2) Explain how your personal 
experience is/was embedded in social context and social structure. Use sociological 
material covered in class or readings that can help explain where your experience fits in 
social structure. (Explain relevant concepts and explain how those sociological concepts 
relate to and help explain your experiences.) 3) Explain how your experience highlights 
important social processes in action (i.e.: what processes are at play, how is your 
experience representative of a larger social issue and why should we care sociologically?) 
 
Turn in a hard copy (stapled together) at the beginning of the class on May 1st. If you 
do not turn in your paper on the due date, then you will receive zero (0) for 
this assignment.  
 
Quizzes 
There will be SIX short quizzes given at various times during the semester. Dates will 
not be announced in advance. The quizzes are likely to be given at the end of the class. 
Students leaving early may miss taking the quiz. There will be absolutely NO make-
ups. The quizzes will consist of ten multiple-choice or true/false questions covering the 
major terms and concepts from the current or previously assigned readings. ONE 
lowest grade will be dropped and only your BEST 5 scores will be used for the final 
grade. 
 
 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE 
 
Successful students will:   
1. Consider the syllabus as the course bible.  Bring it with you to class every day. 

Read it and become familiar with what it outlines. Use it to follow course policies, 
assignments, lectures and activities, and to record your grades. Doing so will help you 
stay well informed and in a better position to do well in this course. 

 
2. Be on time, alert, and stay in class.  Arrive on time each class. Notify the teacher 

if you need to leave early. Stay in class and be awake. I take attendance early in class-
if you miss it, you’ll be marked late or absent. I also cold-call students, if you aren’t in 
class when you are called upon to answer a question, you will be marked absent even 
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if you were in class during attendance. If you are sleeping, I will ask you to leave the 
class. If you do come in late, come in from the back door, close the door quietly, and 
take a seat. Do not walk in front of me or a speaker when class is in session. If you 
need to leave early, sit close to the door for that class session. Do not start to pack up 
your belongings 10 minutes before class is over.   

 
3. Come to class prepared:  Buy the required textbook, read all assigned readings on 

time and take detailed notes on them, come ready each day to discuss assigned 
readings and contribute your thoughts on them, and don’t miss deadlines. It is very 
important that you do the assigned readings for each class before the 
class so you have had time to consider the information and are therefore in a better 
position to ask questions and contribute to discussions. If, by chance, we begin to get 
off schedule with our readings, you are still responsible for doing them as per the 
schedule. We will cover some readings in depth and others more lightly but you are 
still required to cover all of them in depth.  If you have any questions about the 
readings, please don’t hesitate to ask me. You are responsible for all course 
information regardless of whether you attend class or not. This means, that 
if you miss a class, you are still responsible for any material, information, 
announcements or other changes covered that day. 
 

4. Taking reading notes will help you come to class prepared and can help prepare you 
for the weekly tests, as well as your paper and presentation.  Students should prepare 
these in advance of each class and bring them to each class and be ready to discuss 
them. Also I will post lecture slides in the class team site (accessible through 
ECC portal) after each lecture, which will help you study efficiently.  
 

5. Submit your work on time. There are no late assignments accepted in this 
course, so be very mindful of deadlines and due dates. Any missing, late, 
incomplete or unsatisfactory work will receive a grade of zero (0). All 
deadlines are very firm. Also, save copies of all your coursework and originals of 
all returned work as we go along- in the event of a grade dispute, the responsibility is 
yours to provide originals of all graded and returned work. 

 
6. Do your own work.  Any academic dishonesty, such as cheating and 

plagiarism will result in grade of zero (0) for an assignment and will be 
reported.   

 
7. Be respectful of others.  This includes both 1) minimizing disruptive behaviors 

and 2) being polite to others while participating in class discussion. First, don’t talk 
with your friends while class is in session. Visit the bathroom, take smoking breaks, 
and make/receive telephone calls outside of class time. Please refrain from texting, 
eating, sleeping, reading newspapers and other books and doing your homework for 
this or other courses in this class. Some students may think that the professor can’t 
see what they are doing in class, but this is incorrect. Second, we will discuss many 
interesting and perhaps controversial topics in this course. Arguing is fine, but please 
deliver your comments in a respectful way. Voice your point, but do not do so in a 
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rude, disruptive, attacking, harassing or combative way. Treat everyone, your 
classmates and your instructor with respect. One of my roles, as the professor, is to 
ensure a positive classroom climate. Therefore, if a student is violating any of the 
above guidelines, I may ask the student(s) to leave the classroom or even, after 
consultation, drop them from the course (as per student code of conduct and student 
discipline rules). 

 
8. Turn off Gadgets.  Turn off any electrical devices (cell phones, pagers, digital alarm 

watches, and light up pens or pointers). I realize some people may use your laptop or 
ipad to take notes in class. But laptops/ipads must be used ONLY for note taking 
purposes. If I see you writing email, on Facebook or otherwise surfing the Internet 
without my permission, the privilege of using your laptop in class will be revoked 
because it is a serious distraction to the instructor and your classmates. 

 
 
Course Schedule 
 
*Readings are to be done prior to class meetings on the date listed 
*The course schedule may be subject to change  
* T: Textbook pages 
 

Week(Dates) Readings Tests, 
Assignments, etc. 

I. THE SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES 
Week 1 What is Sociology?  
Thr 1/23 (T: 2-37) *Sign up for 

presentation 
Week 2 Culture  
Thr 1/30 (T: 38-63)  
Week 3 Socialization  
Thr 2/6 (T: 64-91)  
Week 4 Social Structure and Social Interaction  
Thr 2/13 (T: 92-123)  
II. SOCIAL GROUPS AND SOCIAL CONTROL 
Week 5 Social Groups and Formal Organizations  
Thr 2/20 (T: 124-151) ***EXAM 1 
Week 6 Deviance and Social Control  
Thr 2/27 (T: 152-181) 2/31: Last day to drop 
III. SOCIAL INEQUALITY 
Week 7 Global Stratification  
Thr 3/6 (T: 182-209)  
Week 8 Social Class in the United States  
Thr 3/13 (T: 210-237)  
Week 9: Spring Recess 
Thr 3/20 *No class (March 15 – 21)  
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Week 10 Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity  
Thr 3/27 (T: 238-273)  
Week 11 Inequalities of Gender and Age  
Thr 4/3 (T: 274-313) ***EXAM 2 
IV. SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
Week 12 Politics and the Economy  
Thr 4/10 (T: 314-349)  
Week 13 Marriage and Family  
Thr 4/17 (T: 350-379) 4/18: Last day to 

drop with a “W” 
Week 14 Education and Religion  
Thr 4/24 (T: 380-413)  
V. SOCIAL CHANGE 
Week 15 Population and Urbanization  
Thr 5/1 (T: 414-447) ***Paper due 
Week 16 Social Change: Technology, Social Movements and the Environment  
Thr 5/8 (T: 448-477)  
Week 17  Final Exam 
Thr 5/15  ***EXAM 3 

 
 


