
“This land was Mexican once, Indian always, and is, and will be again.” 

-Gloria Anzaldua “The Borderlands” 

 

Ethnic Studies 3 (ESTU 3-2289)  

The Chicano in Contemporary US Society 

 

MW 9:30-10:55am 

ARTB 307 

Art and Behavioral Science 

 

Gerard Meraz, Instructor 

gmeraz@elcamino.edu 

prof_meraz@yahoo.com 

Office hours by appointment  

 

 

 

ESTU 3 Course Description:  

-This course introduces the students to the complexity and diversity of contemporary Chicano society in 

the United States. The impact of American values on the socialization of Mexican Americans will be 

assessed with particular emphasis on political, economic, social, cultural and educational institutions. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

    1.    Identify and describe the various theories utilized to interpret the status of contemporary Chicano 

society in the United States.  

    2.    Evaluate Chicano group diversity and its impact on cultural and racial self-identity labels.  

    3.    Analyze the diverse components of the primary intellectual influences that shape modern Chicano 

and Mexican American behavior.  

    4.    Evaluate the “marginal man” concept and how it relates to the Mexican American experience in 

the United States.  

    5.    Identify and analyze the influence of the American Way of Life on traditional Chicano family and 

religious values in today’s society.  

    6.    Discuss the changing characteristics of Mexican American families including marriage patterns, 

gender and extended family ties.  

    7.    Explain and discuss the various dimensions of feminism among Chicanas in the United States 

including the intellectual and cultural influences that shape this philosophy.  

    8.    Outline and asses the complexity of machismo and the varied perceptions held by Americans, 

Mexicans, Chicanas and Chicanos regarding its origin, purpose and role in culture.  

    9.    Identify and evaluate the importance historically of the American educational system in the de-

Mexicanization of cultural values among Chicano children enrolled in public schools.  

    10.    Analyze the factors that have contributed to gang behavior among Mexican American 

adolescents and describe the consequences to family and community life in the barrios of the Southwest.  

    11.    Discuss the importance and role of ethnic studies programs as a vehicle for college success 

among Chicano students since its establishment during the Chicano civil right movement.  

    12.    Identify and evaluate the consequences of political empowerment at local, sate and national 

levels since the 1970’s by Mexican Americans.  
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    13.    Discuss the group’s relations with immigrants and other minorities with emphasis on economic 

and political issues.  

    14.    Asses the economic disparity between barrio and non-barrio Chicanos and Mexican Americans 

and how this influences educational opportunities and health conditions among the group.  

Student Learning Objectives  Upon completion of Ethnic Studies 3, students will be able to develop and 

persuasively argue a thesis in a written assignment that applies interdisciplinary theoretical frameworks 

to analyze the socioeconomic and political factors that confront Chicanos(as) as they interact in American 

society. 

SLO #1 Concepts of Race and Ethnicity: 
Upon completion of Ethnic Studies 3, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a 
thesis in a written assignment that applies interdisciplinary theoretical frameworks to analyze the 
socioeconomic and political factors that confront Chicanos(as) as they interact in American society. 

 

Course Themes: 

1.    Who are Chicano/as 

2.    Aztlan  

3.    Self Discovery 

4.    Self Expression 

5.     Resistance 

 

Course Objectives: 

The course will: 

1.    Define and explain Chicano/a culture 

2.    Explore and dissect Chicano/a activism in its various forms 

3.    Explore and dissect Chicano/a culture in relation to its era 

4.    Provide opportunities for students to explore, challenge and refine their self identity. 

5.    Introduce students to a variety of Chicano/a sources & resources 

 

Grading is based on ALL requirements listed herein on a point system for each assignment and activity 

for a final letter grade.   

 

Required Texts: 

 

"Song of the Hummingbird" by Graciela Limon 

 

"Revolt of the Cockroach People" by Oscar Zeta Acosta 

 

Requirements: 

- Attendance, on time, prepared, participating and contributing to the class. 

- A www.turnitin.com account 

- A functioning Email account, most readings will be emailed to your @elcamino.edu account or through 

the email that you will set up in turnitin.com.  

- You must be able to access your email and print articles to bring to class. 

- Completion of all quizzes, tests, papers, essays, & projects on time in their assigned format. 

(papers/essays will have outlines to follow; projects will have guidelines to follow) 

http://www.turnitin.com/


- Attend at least 2 Chicano/a related events off campus, must be pre-approved. I will provide lots of info. 

for these.* 

- Chicano/a Encyclopedia 

  

 

Weekly Readings: 

-This will be a reading and participation intensive course. You must come to class prepared to discuss 

and critique the material that was assigned for the day. Most reading material will be sent via email. It is 

your responsibility to make sure your email is functioning properly and that you are checking it for any 

readings or assignments.  

 

Weekly Reading & Lecture Quizzes 

- Each week, or at the end of chapter/sections, we will have quizzes that will be based on readings and 

lectures. Take notes on EVERYTHING 

 

All Papers/Essays: 

- All drafts and final papers must be in MLA format: double-spaced and using 12 pt, Times or Helvetica 

font. 

- Papers/essays ranging from 2-5 pages 

- Each paper/essay will be based on the material covered & your connection/thoughts to it. 

- Papers/Essays will be graded only on content, but I expect good writing techniques. 

 

Required-Off Campus Events and Extra Credit: 

- You are required to attend TWO off campus pre-approved events.  

- Each Required-Off Campus Events is worth 200 points once a response paper and three pictures are 

submitted.  

- In turnitin.com there will be two columns for Required-Off Campus Events each will show 200 points 

possible.  

- There is an outline for the essay that must be submitted for Required-Off Campus Events and Extra 

Credit events. Follow this outline.  

 

 

- For the Required-Off Campus Events you must insert   three pics into the document you will submit to 

turnitin.com 

 

- Check the due date in turnitin.com on the Required Off Campus assignments 

 

- Required-Off Campus Events and any extra credit papers for events must be turned in within one week 

of attending the event 

 

- IF you attend 'off campus' events or 'on campus' events and hand in papers with pictures for them 

those EXTRA CREDIT points will go in the extra credit column.  

- Any extra credit assignment must be handed to me in class within one week of attending the event.  

- No Late papers.  

- You will also have to attach 3 pictures to the document you hand to me. One pic must include you at 

the event. 



- Off campus extra credit events are worth 70 points. - On campus extra credit events are worth 30 

points once the paper with the pics are handed in. 

 

 

(below is the outline for Required Off Campus Events and for Extra Credit events papers) 

 

Turnitin.com 

- We will be turning in all essays via the website www.turnitin.com .  

- You must type your paper in MS word or other word processing program and save it as a (your full 

name).doc file, then submit it via turnitin.com as an attachment. If you need help doing this, you need to 

ask for help ASAP. 

 

- Here are the passwords and class id numbers that will get you a turnitin.com account for the class.  

- Be sure to read the student handbook in the site to know how to use the site to its fullest potential.  

- Be sure you enter into the correct class, enter your email address correctly and check this email 

frequently.  

- It is your responsibility to keep track of you grades.  

- It is your responsibility to make sure all your grades are accurate and up to date.  

- It is your responsibility that your account is functioning properly. I cannot fix your email. This is your 

private account, I have no access to edit it.  

- If by accident you make two accounts, please let me know ASAP which account you want to continue 

with and I can delete the extra account.  

- This system includes the grade book for the class.  

- It is your responsibility to keep track of you grades in a timely manner.  

- It is your responsibility to make sure all your grades are accurate and up to date.  

- The syllabus will be in turnitin.com as well 

- Even though turnitin.com accepts your LATE WORK does not mean you will get credit for it. NO LATE 

work is accepted unless cleared by me.  

- Sign in to your class as soon as possible, NOW!!! 

 

Class ID: 7529469  

 

Password: Limon 

 

There will be due dates in turnitin.com that are strict. Turnitin.com will accept late papers, but that does 

not mean I will see or grade a late paper.  

 

Themes to be covered within the historical context of our readings 

 

Pre/Post Cuahtemoc Era 

 

readings, films, discussion & exercises that will examine & reveal: patterns of assimilation, acculturation, 

resistance, bi-culturalism, self-determination & colonialism; non-Chicano/a views on Chicano/a culture 

and race; the role of Chicano/a culture today based on this early era; historical trauma 

 

The Search for Aztlan: Symbol, Myth, Reality and Fiction 

http://www.turnitin.com/


 

readings, discussion & exercises that will examine & reveal: 

Aztlan in Chicano/a & Mexican literature, activism, art and politics; the concepts of identity, internal 

colonialism, apartheid (social, economic & political), post colonialism, corpotacracy, land pirates and 

mercenaries, overview of Latin American colonization & the struggles against them 

 

Creating our Spaces: Activism, Politics and Education 

 

readings, discussion & exercises that will examine & reveal: the different eras of Chicano/a activism; 

grassroots, state and national arenas; the issues of concern to Chicano/as over history; future issues that 

will have to be dealt with: education, environment, population, leadership, traditions 

 

La Cultura Cura: The Arts and Chicano Subcultures,  Their Role In Creating a Vision For Chicana/os 

 

readings, discussion & exercises that will examine & reveal: the various Chicano/a art movements, 

subcultures, their inspiration, the major figures, themes expressed; the relationship between Chicano/a 

art and activism. 

 

Outline for Required Off Campus Events Essays (200 points) (submit on turnitin.com) and   

Off Campus Extra Credit (70 points) Events Essays (hand in class) 

  

Write five paragraphs 10-12 sentences each in an essay format: 

1 what is it, where was this event? 

2 getting there, how did you get there? 

3 who, what, where? number of people there, the set up (stage, gallery etc) 

4 who you met ( you need to meet 2-3 people artists/vendors/performers/workers/attendees) get names 

and name of performance or product, ask each of them: how long have they attended?, what do they get 

out of the event? 

5 What will you remember most about the event; how does it connect to class 

 

-attach THREE pictures you must be in at least one picture that show you at the event 

 

Outline for Extra Credit On Campus 30 points (hand in class): 

  

Write four paragraphs 10-12 sentences each in an essay  format: 

-1 what is it, where, what did you expect? 

-2 who, what, where, number of people there, the set up (stage, gallery etc) 

-3 who you met ( you need to meet 2-3 people artists/vendors/performers/workers/attendees) get names 

and name of performance or product, how long have they attended, what they get out of the event 

-4 What will you remember most about the event; how does it connect to class 

 

- attach THREE pictures you must be in at least one picture that show you at the event 

 

 

 



GRADING RUBRIC 

 

We will be using Turnitin.com to submit some of your papers and keep track of your grades in the class. 

You will see how your grade is based on TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE vs. POINTS EARNED. What this 

means is that you should always aim to get as many points possible for every assignment.  

 

If you score low or miss an assignment you should take advantage of the extra credit that is offered. 

Extra Credit will have a Zero points possible, so therefore any points that go into that slot just get added 

to your POINTS EARNED total, thus helping you with your points. Extra Credit will not save you, but it 

can lessen the fall from missing points for whatever reason.  

 

Keep track of your grade, due dates and if there are any assignments I have not graded. Just because 

Turnitin.com accepts late papers does not mean your paper will be counted. I don't usually accept late 

papers, late papers will get docked a letter grade, and most times I am not even aware that you turned 

in a paper late after I graded all the other papers for that particular assignment, so you might not get 

any points. To avoid this you should meet with me to look at your grades often. This can be before or 

after class, but it is always there for you to access on your own.  

 

What letter grades mean in my classes: 

 

A = Excellence 

 

An A student is the model student that all other students want to be. They are always on time, and ready 

for class. They turn in all assignments on time, following all directions and earn the highest points 

possible. They contribute to the class in positive ways, adding to the lessons, and discussions. They help 

their classmates be better. 

 

Examples: They are the team captains. The ones who score the goals and help in assists. They are the 

ones that stay at work after hours to make sure the job is done and done well. The are the leaders that 

inspire their teammates, or co-workers to do better and have fun.  They do the half time speech that 

helps the team win. They love to learn and share what they learn. They are the employee of the month. 

They are the people you can't replace. They are never on the bench.  

 

B = Above Average 

 

A B student falls short of the A for the various reasons: They are tardy, absent, or unprepared for class. 

Some assignments may be lacking in points. They contribute sporadically to the class.  

 

They do: turn in  ALL OF THE ASSIGNMENTS and make up points with extra credit.  

 

Examples: These players score some points. They do their work and do it well. They help their team 

captains but don't take leadership, or want it, even when it is there for them to take. They are happy 

doing a good job for themselves. They like to learn. The will be on the bench sometimes. They aren't 

hungry for the A, they are satisfied just being a little better than average.  

 

C = Average 



 

Average means you did ALL OF THE ASSIGNMENTS you just didn't earn a lot of the possible points. A C 

student does everything that is expected and assigned, they just do not go above the average. They only 

participate in class when called upon, but rarely on their own.  

 

Examples: They do what is required, nothing more, nothing less. They show up, do what needs to be 

done, how it is supposed to be done and leave. They don't add to the team or job, they are replaceable. 

People forget their names sometimes.   

 

D = Below Average 

 

A D student does not turn in all of the assignments. It is expected for you to do everything in the class 

that is assigned, that is average, to fall short of that is below average. They do not earn the highest 

points possible and do not attempt to make up for loss points. They never contribute to the class in a 

positive way.  

 

F = Fail 

 

They do not turn in assignments, they do not make up the points, are never ready for class, are tardy, 

absent and lack involvement in the class.  

 

I will constantly remind you to think of school and this class as your job. If you are hired to do a job 

(enrolled) you are expected to fulfill your most basic of duties as best you can. The same goes here, you 

are expected to do all the assignments as best you can. If you are not achieving the grades you believe 

you should be earning, you need to speak up immediately and see what we need to do for you to 

understand what you can do to earn more points. 

 

Textbooks and such: 

  

I do not "recommend" companies, but here is a list of online used book sellers and text rental companies  

Buying Used Books 

Amazon http://www.amazon.com 

Abe http://www.abe.com 

Alibris http://www.alibris.com 

Powells http://www.powells.com/used 

Half http://www.half.ebay.com/ 

Biblio http://www.biblio.com/ 

Text Book Rentals 

CSUN Bookstore Rental Program http://www.csun.edu/tuc/bookstore.html 

Chegg http://www.chegg.com 

Neebo http://www.neebo.com 

BookRenter http://www.bookrenter.com 

Skoobit https://www.skoobit.com 

Campus Book Rentals http://www.campusbookrentals.com/ 

 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE & POLICIES 
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Punctuality.  Getting to class on time is essential and required.  Tardiness and leaving class early disrupts 

the classroom environment, it is a distraction and students miss important information.  

You are to bring your books and readings to every class session. And you are to have completed the 

weekly reading(s) for that day. 

 

 

It is your responsibility to get any notes, class handouts and verbal directions if you miss class.  I will not 

email any directions or handouts, so I suggest you have a classmate(s) that you can rely on during the 

semester. 

 

Cell phones are to be turned off during class. It is unacceptable to answer phones during class. 

Text Messaging, listening to iPODS/MP3s, etc…, and use of internet in the classroom is UNACCEPTABLE. 

If a student is caught by the professor, they will be asked to leave the classroom for the day.   

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY  The academic honor system is based on the premise that each student has the 

responsibility 1) to uphold the highest standard of academic integrity, 2) to refuse to tolerate violations of 

academic integrity in the College community, and 3) to foster a high sense of integrity and social 

responsibility on the part of the College community.   

 

In this course, it is unethical to use as your own any material prepared in whole or in part by someone 

else.  Such dishonesty includes: 

 

A. CHEATING Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids 

in any academic exercise.   

B. FABRICATION Intentional falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic 

exercise.    

C. FACILITATING ACADEMIC DISHONESTY Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help 

another to commit an act of academic dishonesty.  

D. PLAGIARISM Intentionally or knowingly representing the words, ideas, or work of another as one’s 

own in any academic exercise.  

It is unethical to abstract a speech in part or totally from a source and pretend that it is your own work. 

 

If you use material that is not your own, from any source whatsoever, you must provide proper citation—

a footnote, endnote, parenthetical reference, etc.—to the source of the material, even if it is a personal 

communication from another individual, and you must cite the source accordingly in a bibliography. 

 

Material taken verbatim from another source must be enclosed in quotation marks and attributed as in 

#2 (above). 

 

Material not taken verbatim from a text, but paraphrased must also be attributed as in #2 above. 

 

If you use material that is your own (from previous presentations, papers, etc.), it must be significantly 

altered and you must  seek the permission of your instructor before using said material—not doing so 

qualifies as a violation of the honor code. 

 



It is unethical to cheat on a test—whether it be cheating off another or letting someone cheat off of you.  

 

 

 

 

 

Persons violating the Academic Honor Code on any outline, speech, paper, test, or assignment in this 

class will receive a minimum penalty of a grade of zero (0) for the assignment in question, and possible 

additional penalties—including a failing grade in the course, indication of the infraction in one’s 

permanent file, and possible expulsion from the College. In short, a student committing any act of 

academic dishonesty will run a serious risk of harming his or her future educational or employment 

opportunities. 

 

ADA STATEMENT: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 

students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 

disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic 

accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

 

schedule subject to change at the instructors discretion 

 

 

1 Week One 1/21-24 

 

Introductions, racism, colonization, historical trauma, native cosmology and varieties of societies in Pre 

Cuahtemoc Turtle Island 

  

video: Tim Wise on "White Privilege" 

 

2 Week Two 1/27-31 

 

racism, hierarchy, bioregions, european history overview, Chicano/a responses to colonization and racisim 

 

Readings: James Loewen. "1493" ; Juan Gonzalez "Conquerors and Victims" 

 

3 Week Three 2/3-7 

 

film and videos: La Otra Conquista, Culture Clash, Guillermo Gomez Peña and Coco Fusco 

 

Quiz on information up to this point, approximately 135 points 

 

new Reading: Juan Gonzalez "Spanish Borderlands, Making of An Empire" 

 



4 Week Four 2/10-14 

 

mercenaries/filibusters; US corporate elites in Latin America, Manifest Destiny, phrenology, Joaquin 

Murietta and Tiburcio Vasquez 

 

"Song of the Hummingbird" essay due in turnitin.com 2/14 (200 points) 

 

 

 

5 Week Five 2/17-21 

 

Film and videos: "Walker," "Zeitgeist Addendum," "Black Water: Shadow Army," "This is a Suit,"  

 

6 Week Six 2/24-28 

 

Quiz on information learned since the first quiz. approximately 210 points 

 

new reading: "The Other Doctor of Shock"  

 

7 Week Seven 3/3-7 

 

how economic models destroyed Latin American countries and influence migration 

 

8 Week Eight 3/10-14 

 

quiz on "The Other Doctor of Shock" approximately 126 points 

 

migration, identity and class diversity 

 

Mexican Revolution project The Chicano Encyclopedia due in 2 weeks 

 

9 Week Nine 3/17-21 SPRING BREAK 

 

Chicano Encyclopedia due 3/22 (300 points) 

 

10 Week Ten 3/24-28 

 

The Great Depression, repatriation, birth of gangs 

 

new readings: Acuña chapters covering the Depression through the Sailor Riots 

 

 

11 Week Eleven 3/31-4/4 

 

Zoot Suits, sundown towns, World War 2, Japanese internment, Chavez Ravine, calo/pochismos 



 

12 Week Twelve 4/7-11 

 

music and art of the 30's-50's, costs and benefits of assimilation and acculturation 

 

film and video: PBS on Zoot Suits, scenes from "American Me," Lalo Guerrero, Lydia Mendoza, Don Totsi, 

"Die Pachuco Bastards!"  

 

 

 

Quiz on Depression and Sailor Riots approximately 120 points 

 

new readings: 1960s Acuña, films and video Chicano!, Walkout, Unrest 

 

 

13 Week Thirteen 4/14-18 

 

Quiz on 1960s approximately 100 points 

 

new readings: Chicano/a philosophy and identity, Nepantla, Anzaldua, Castillo, Salazar, Castro 

 

14 Week Fourteen 4/21-25 

 

discussion on philosophy and readings. preview final projects 

 

Quiz on Chicano/a philosophy and identity approximately 120 points 

 

new readings and media: subcultures, Vexing, DJing West Coast style, Back Yard parties 

 

15 Week Fifteen 4/28-5/2 

 

Quiz on subcultures approximately 100 points 

 

16 Week Sixteen 5/5-9 

 

FINAL PROJECTS presented on last day of formal instruction and on final exam day 

final projects 400 points 

 

17 Week Seventeen  

 

End of final exams 11/17 

 

 

 

 



*alterations to this syllabus are solely at the discretion of the professor. There will be other points given 

out during the semester for attendance on special assignment days such as final project presentations, 

for signing into turnitin on time and correctly.  

 

** I will provide material that will help you to understand Chicano/as. In discussing these materials you 

opinion and perspective will greatly affect the class’ depth of understanding further. Don’t be shy and 

share. 


