
 

El Camino College Spring 2014 

Modern Asian Civilizations 1600-Present 

History 176 section 2398 

Meetings Mondays and Wednesdays 9:30AM-10:55 AM Room SocSc. 209 

Instructor: Edgar Pacas 

Contact information: 

epacas@elcamino.edu 

Office Art Bldg. Room 320 

 

Course Syllabus: 

 
History 176  

Modern Asian Civilization 1600-Present  
3 units; 3 hours lecture  

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A  

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC*  

This course surveys the political, economic, social, and cultural development of Asian 

civilizations from the 17th century to the present. Emphasis is placed on the experiences of 

India, China, Japan and Korea and their regional and global interactions. Topics include the 

impact of Western imperialism on these countries, the response to Western dominance and 

influence, and the emergence of these societies as modern nation-states. 

Course Objectives:  

      1. Assess the impact of location and geographical features on the development of Asian 

states. 2. Analyze the political, religious, cultural and social divisions within 17th century 

Mughal India and discuss how they contributed to India's vulnerability to foreign rule. 

3.  Discuss the impact of the East India Company and British Crown rule on Indian 

development and assess India's response to English dominance. 4.  Describe the 

emergence of nationalist movements and evaluate their significance in establishing the 

independent states of India and Pakistan. 5.   Identify and analyze the critical issues that 

have faced India and Pakistan since independence and evaluate the steps taken to resolve 

these problems. 6.   Analyze the regimes of the Ming and Qing Dynasties of 17th century 

China and explain the success of these governments in initially resisting Western 

incursion. 7.  Explain how the West succeeded in expanding its influence over Qing 

China, discuss the impact of the West on Chinese society and culture and assess the 

Chinese response to Western imperial policies. 8.  Discuss the emergence of nationalist 

movements in 20th century China and evaluate their successes or failures. 9.  Analyze the 

collapse of Dynastic government in China and the failure of the Nationalist regime of the 

Republic. 10.  Discuss the development of the communist regime of the Peoples Republic 

of China and identify and assess critical contemporary issues. 11.  Describe Japanese 

culture, society and shogunate regime in the 17th century, and evaluate Japan's response 

to early Western contacts. 12.  Assess the Meiji Restoration as a response to Western 
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incursions in the 19th century. 13.  Discuss the development of Imperial Japan and 

analyze Japan's part in World War I and World War II. 14.  Explain the recovery of Post-

War Japan and evaluate Japan's role in the Post-War world. 15.  Analyze the traditional 

culture and political regime of Korea and explain its vulnerability to Japanese invasion. 

16.  Analyze the division of Korea after World War II and the failure of the Korean War 

to reunite the Korean Peninsula. 17.  Discuss the political regimes of Post-War Korea and 

evaluate their impact on the economic, cultural and social development of North and 

South Korea. 18.  Analyze the impact French colonization had on the traditional cultures 

and political regimes of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. 19.  Discuss the independence 

struggles of French dominated Southeast Asia and analyze the origins of the Vietnam 

War. 20.  Assess the impact of the Vietnam War on Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos and 

analyze the Post-War regimes of these states. 21.  Identify and analyze critical issues 

facing Asian societies in the 21st century. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Asian Civilizations 1600 

to Present, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a 

written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or 

cultural historical themes or patterns in Asian history from 1600 to present and apply 

appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as 

evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to 

the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact 

the Special Resource Center. 

 

Class attendance/participation: 

Because of the time constraint we will have to cover plenty of material each week so 

class attendance and participation are extremely important..  If there is an emergency 

that will force you to miss a class please call or email with enough time to let me 

know that you will be absent.  Please refer to online website or El Camino College 

Catalog (pg. 11) for add/drop policy of El Camino College. 

 
Attendance during semester (El Camino College policy pg. 11 in college catalog) 
Students are expected to attend their classes regularly. Students 

who miss the first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance 

during the add period for the class may be dropped by the 

instructor. Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of 

the scheduled class meeting time may be dropped by the instructor. 

However, students are responsible for dropping a class within 

the deadlines published in the class schedule. Students who 

stop attending but do not drop may still be retained on the course 

roster and receive a failing grade. Students may view their registration 

status using the college’s website. 



 

Course Goals: 

“History is the account of past events as written down by the victors.”  

-Napoleon Bonaparte 

The main goal of this class is to assist and prepare students to develop analytical and 

critical thinking skills necessary to successfully compete at the college level.  You will be 

challenged to critically think and analyze diverse social perspectives, historical 

narratives, and interpretations of  Modern Asian History. 

*Your grade will predominantly reflect how well you have developed these skills. 

Meaning you will be graded much more on how well you engage in analysis and how 

well you support your arguments. 

 

 

Required Texts: 

James Huffman. Japan in World History. ISBN-13: 978-0195368086 

Craig Lockard. Southeast Asia in World History ISBN-13: 978-0195338119 

Vijay Prashad. A People’s History of the Darker Nations. ISBN-13: 978-1595583420 

Paul Ropp. China in World History. ISBN-13: 978-0195381955 

 

Assignments, tests, due dates, and grades: 

 

Please refer to www.schoolrack.com/earlyasianciv/ for syllabus and information 

concerning assignments, weekly readings, updates, due dates and all other pertinent 

information for the course. 

 

Quizzes: 

We will have a grand total of 4 quizzes throughout the semester each one worth 25 

points. You will be responsible for supplying your own scantron (form 882-E). 

Quizzes will be held on the following dates: 

Quiz  #1 February 12, 2014,  

#2 March 12, 2014,  

#3 April 16, 2014,   

#4 May 14, 2014 

 

Brief 1 page analysis of weekly assigned readings 15 points each. 10 total but first set 

of five (5) due during midterms week and the last five (5) due during finals week. 

150 points total. 
You will be responsible for staying on top of the weekly readings which will often 

expose you to relevant ideas discussed in class such as issues dealing with race relations, 

socio-economic issues, gender based issues, cultural diversity, world-systems, etc. You 

will draft a 1 page brief analysis of these issues and how they are relevant to the course. 

These assignments are extremely important in that they could supply you with the idea 

for your final essay so invest the necessary time to draft quality work.  

First set of five due: March 12, 2014 

Second set of five due: May 14, 2014 

 

http://www.schoolrack.com/earlyasianciv/


 

Primary Source Analysis Assignments: These assignments are worth 75 points each. 

You will be responsible for turning in 2 primary source analysis assignments throughout 

the semester. For these assignments you can use either East Asia History Sourcebook, 

India History Sourcebook, Islam History Sourcebook, or the Medieval History 

Sourcebook website links: 

East Asia- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/eastasia/eastasiasbook.asp 

India- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/india/indiasbook.asp 

Islam- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/islam/islamsbook.asp 

 

You will draft a 2-3 page analysis of the document using the following guidelines. Make 

sure to include in your analysis a well thought out critical argument that addresses some 

of the important issues discussed throughout the course for example- the role and 

influence played by socio-economics, gender, race, political affiliations, etc. in 

influencing the author’s interpretation/perception(s) on the issue discussed. 

1. At the top of page you will provide a bibliographical entry for the primary source 

using the Kate Turabian/Chicago Manual Syle format.  

Please refer to the following link: 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html 

2. Give a brief synopsis/summary (approx. ½ page length) of what the source is 

about or discusses. 

3. Analyze the importance/relevance of the source to history. Analyze the 

importance/relevance of source to our course. Example: How does the source deal 

with social, cultural, economic, political themes/issues that have been discussed in 

class? 

4. Analyze how it influences the interpretation or (re-interpretation) of the historical 

narrative. Example: when the source is factored into a conventional narrative does 

it debunk the previous theory/thesis? When the source is factored into the 

narrative is the narrative made more complex because of the different factors that 

now need to be analyzed? 

Due Dates: #1 due March 12, 2014 and #2 due April 9, 2014 

 

 

Outline for Essay (Assignment): Worth 50 points 

Important-this assignment must be completed using Power Point.  

The following guidelines must be followed in order to get the full credit. In four pages 

(four slides per page) you will be responsible for drafting 14 slides total. 

Slide 1- you must draft an analytical question based on readings or lectures. 

Slide 2- a brief response to the question 

Slide 3- using the first two slides, draft a thesis statement that will let your reader know 

what you are intending to argue or analyze and how you will support. 

Slide 4- Point of support #1  

Slide 5-subsection 1 for point of support #1 

Slide 6- subsection 2 for point of support #1 

Slide 7- Point of support #2 

Slide 8- subsection 1 for point of support #2 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html


Slide 9- subsection 2 for point of support #2 

Slide 10- Point of support #3 

Slide 11- subsection 1 for point of support #3 

Slide 12-subsection 2 for point of support #3 

Slide 13- Conclusion- idea of thesis/argument restated (feel free to elaborate your 

argument in this section. 

Slide 14- Turabian style bibliography or both primary and secondary sources. 

Due date for outline: April 16, 2014 

 

 

Analytical Essay : worth 150 points 

You will be responsible for writing a 5-7 page analytical essay based on your outline 

assignment or the subject you and I have agreed on prior. The essay is supposed to be 

typed, double spaced, and should follow the Kate Turabian guidelines for writing 

analytical essays. Essay must have minimum of 3 and a maximum of 5 quotes with 

accompanying footnote citations (* no block quotes). The paper also needs to include a 

Kate Turabian style bibliography with primary and secondary sources- minimum of 2 

primary and 3 secondary sources (your textbooks can count as some sources). This 

assignment is due on our schedule final date.  

Due date: May 14, 2014 

 

The class grade is based on a point system.   

600-500  = A 

499-400  = B 

399-300  = C 

299-200  = D 

199-0      = F 

 

 

IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT*** 

 

**Please read these strictly enforced guidelines: Absolutely no 

late assignments!!! All assignments are due at the beginning of 

class and are considered late 15 minutes after class begins!!!! I 

will not accept papers that are emailed.  Please allow time and 

flexibility so that you can solve any problems that might arise.  

*** Absolutely no cell phones allowed in class!!! Turn cell 

phones off before class begins. 

***Do not use your computer while class is in session!!!! 
 

 



1/20/14-1/24/14 Week 1 

      Introduction,  primary and secondary sources, discussion of history, and history of 

historical discipline. Assess the impact of location and geographical features on the 

development of Asian states.  

 1/27/14-1/31/14 Week 2  

Analyze the political, religious, cultural and social divisions within 17th century Mughal 

India and discuss how they contributed to India's vulnerability to foreign rule. Discuss the 

impact of the East India Company and British Crown rule on Indian development and 

assess India's response to English dominance. 

Lockard Chapter 4, start Chapter 5 

2/3/14-2/7/14 Week 3 

Analyze the regimes of the Ming and Qing Dynasties of 17th century China and explain 

the success of these governments in initially resisting Western incursion. 

Lockard Chapter 5 continued-end, Ropp  start Chapter 6. 

2/10/14-2/14/14 Week 4 

Explain how the West succeeded in expanding its influence over Qing China, discuss the 

impact of the West on Chinese society and culture and assess the Chinese response to 

Western imperial policies. 

Ropp finish Chapter 6 

2/17/14-2/21/14 Week 5 

Describe Japanese culture, society and shogunate regime in the 17th century, and 

evaluate Japan's response to early Western contacts. Assess the Meiji Restoration as a 

response to Western incursions in the 19th century. 

Huffman Chapter 4 start Chapter 5 

2/24/14-2/27/14 Week 6 

Analyze the traditional culture and political regime of Korea and explain its vulnerability 

to Japanese invasion. Analyze the impact French colonization had on the traditional 

cultures and political regimes of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. 

Huffman finish Chapter 5. Lockard Chapter 6 & 7 

3/3/14-3/7/14 Week 7 

Describe the emergence of nationalist movements and evaluate their significance in 

establishing the independent states of India and Pakistan. Identify and analyze the critical 

issues that have faced India and Pakistan since independence and evaluate the steps taken 

to resolve these problems. 

Prashad read Introduction & pages 3-50 



 

3/10/14-3/14/14 Week 8 

Discuss the emergence of nationalist movements in 20th century China and evaluate their 

successes or failures. Analyze the collapse of Dynastic government in China and the 

failure of the Nationalist regime of the Republic. 

Ropp Chapter 8, Prashad read pages 51-104. 

3/17/14-3/21/14 Spring Break 

Prashad read pages 105-175 

 

3/24/14-3/28/14 Week 9 

Discuss the development of the communist regime of the People’s Republic of China and 

identify and assess critical contemporary issues. 

Prashad read pages 176-203 

3/31/14-4/4/14 Week 10 

Discuss the development of Imperial Japan and analyze Japan's part in World War I and 

World War II. Explain the recovery of Post-War Japan and evaluate Japan's role in the 

Post-War world. 

Huffman Chapter 6 & 7, Read Prashad pages 207-223. 

4/7/14-4/11/14 Week 11 

Analyze the division of Korea after World War II and the failure of the Korean War to 

reunite the Korean Peninsula. Discuss the political regimes of Post-War Korea and 

evaluate their impact on the economic, cultural and social development of North and 

South Korea. 

Prashad read pages 224-244 

4/14/14-4/18/14 Week 12 

Discuss the independence struggles of French dominated Southeast Asia and analyze the 

origins of the Vietnam War. Discuss Internationalism in Southeast Asia and its global 

effects. 

Prashad read pages 245-275, Lockard Chapter 9 

4/21/14-4/25/14 Week 13 

Assess the impact of the Vietnam War on Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos and analyze the 

Post-War regimes of these states. 

Prashad read Conclusion pages 276-281, Lockard Chapter 10 

4/28/14-5/2/14 Week 14 

Identify and analyze critical issues facing Asian societies in the 21st century. 

 



5/5/14-5/9/14 Week 15 

Identify and analyze critical issues facing Asian societies in the 21st century. (cont’d) 

Review for final essay and quiz. 

5/12/14-5/16/14 Week 16 (finals) 

 


