
Spring 2014 

Psychology 5: General Psychology - Online - Section 4196 and Section 4197 

Instructor:  Dr. Angela Simon 

Office:  ARTB 302C Phone:  (310) 660-3593, EXT. 3559 

E-Mail:  asimon@elcamino.edu 

Office Hours:  Monday, 12:45 – 1:45 p.m.;     

  Tuesday, 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.; 

  Wednesday, 12:45 - 1:45 p.m.; 

  and by appointment. 

  Online Office Hours:  Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 

The major goals of this course are to give you a strong base of knowledge in psychology and an understanding 

of the ways in which you can apply this psychological knowledge to your own life.   

 

Course Description: 

This course is a survey study of human behavior and mental processes with an emphasis on basic theory and 

research generated by the scientific method. Major topics include psychobiology, learning, human cognition, 

personality, lifespan development, psychological disorders, therapeutic approaches, and social psychology.  

Course Objectives:  

1. Identify early schools of thought in psychology and contrast them to contemporary subfields in psychology. 2. Outline 

the steps of the scientific method, identify common research methods, and discuss ethical considerations of psychological 

research. 3. Describe the different functions of the neural and hormonal systems, emphasizing the functions of brain 

structures. 4. Explain the basics of genetics and assess the combined influence of genes and environment on a variety of 

human characteristics. 5. Differentiate between sensation and perception and identify the processes by which organisms 

recognize, organize, and make sense of stimuli in their environment. 6. Describe and discuss various states of consciousness, 

such as waking, sleeping, dreaming, and states induced by psychoactive substances. 7. Define learning and compare and 

contrast classical conditioning, operant conditioning, and observational learning. 8. Examine human cognition, focusing on 

memory, intelligence, and language, as well as the common errors of human thought processes. 9. Describe the forces that 

motivate human behavior, such as instincts, drives, and needs. 10. Identify and evaluate the major theories of emotion with 

an emphasis on behavioral, physiological, and cognitive components. 11. Describe processes of stability and change in the 

domains of biological, cognitive, and psychosocial development across the lifespan. 12. Compare and contrast the major 

theories of personality and describe and explain methods of assessing personality. 13. Evaluate the concept of “psychological 

disorder,” and discuss the assessment, classification, and possible causes of psychological disorders. 14. Identify and evaluate 

psychological and biomedical approaches to the treatment of psychological disorders. 15. Analyze the impact of situational 

forces on human thought processes and behavior. 16. Discuss the influence of stress, personality, and other psychological 

phenomena on physical health.  

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Psychology 5 SLO #1 Logic of the Scientific Method. Students who pass this course with a grade of A, B, or C will be able to identify key 

elements of the scientific method (e.g., sampling of participants, measurement/manipulation of variables) as applied to mental processes and 

behavior. Students will be assessed by multiple choice exams, essay exams, oral presentations, or research-based papers. 

Psychology 5 SLO #2 Fundamental Principles. Students who pass this course with a grade of A, B, or C will be able to explain, differentiate, 

and critique the major theoretical perspectives in psychology (e.g., psychoanalytic, behavioral, cognitive) as well as describe the historical events 

leading to the establishment of psychology as a science. Students will be assessed by multiple choice exams, essay exams, oral presentations, or 

research-based papers. 

Psychology 5 SLO #3 Everyday Application. Students who pass this course with a grade of A, B, or C will be able to apply fundamental 

psychological principles (e.g., perception, development, memory, conditioning, clinical, group) in their efforts to understand everyday life 

experiences (e.g., child discipline, eyewitness testimony). Students will be assessed by written exams, essay exams, research-based 

argumentative papers, or oral presentations of arguments. 

 

The text assigned for this class is Experience Psychology, Second Edition by Laura A. King.  

 

Exams:  There will be a total of four multiple choice exams, the fourth being the Final Exam.  Each exam will 

be worth 60 points and will consist of 60 questions drawn from the text.  [Angela will provide some  

information regarding each topic.  This information will be available as “Angela’s Comments” in “Modules” in 

ETUDES.]  Please be prepared to take all four exams on the dates noted.  All students are required to take the 

Final Exam (Exam #4).  I will drop your lowest score on Exams #1 to #3, so your final grade will be based on 



your performance on three of the four exams.  See the “Schedule” on the next few pages for more detailed 

information regarding the exams.    

*All exams will open on the exam date at 6:00 p.m. and will close three days later at 11:59 p.m. Pacific 

Standard Time (PST).  For example, Exam #1 will open on Thursday, 2-27, at 6:00 p.m. and will close on 

Sunday, 3-2, at 11:59 p.m. PST.  You will only have one attempt to take each exam.  You will have 80 total 

minutes to complete each exam.  ETUDES will show a timer indicating how much time you have remaining and 

will automatically stop you after 80 minutes has passed. If you wait until near closing time to begin your exam, 

be sure to give yourself 80 minutes before the 11:59 p.m. closing time.   If you experience any problems while 

taking any of the exams, please E-Mail me, Angela, at asimon@elcamino.edu immediately.  If I detect 

“irregularities” that may indicate cheating, I will require that you take your exams on-campus, under my 

supervision.  

 

Assignments:  Your final grade will also be based on your performance on several graded group and chat room 

discussion assignments and writing assignments given throughout the semester.  Specific information regarding 

these assignments, including due dates, will be given as the semester progresses. 

 

Grades:  It will be possible to earn a certain total of points from the exams and assignments.  You will be in the 

“A” range if you obtain at least 90% of the total points, the “B” range if you obtain at least 80%, the “C” range 

if you obtain at least 70%, and the “D” range if you obtain at least 60% of the total points.  As a frame of 

reference, students in the Summer 2013 classes were able to earn 230 points.   

  

LATE EXAMS, WORK, Etc. 
IF YOU MISS EXAM #1, #2, OR #3, YOU CAN EITHER DESIGNATE IT AS THE EXAM GRADE THAT YOU 

WOULD LIKE TO DROP OR YOU CAN MAKE IT UP DURING THE LAST TWO WEEKS OF CLASS.  IF YOU 

MISS AN EXAM, YOUR EXAM GRADE ON THE MAKE UP EXAM WILL BE REDUCED BY UP TO 20% OF THE 

TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE.   YOU WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO MAKE UP ONE MISSED EXAM.   

 

SOME ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED LATE, BUT POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR LATE WORK.  

THE LATE POLICY IS POSTED IN “MODULES.” 

 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE ABOVE WILL ONLY BE MADE WHEN YOU AND I HAVE COMMUNICATED IN 

ADVANCE OF WHEN TESTS AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE SCHEDULED.  YOU MUST TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR ACHIEVING THE GRADE THAT YOU WANT IN THIS COURSE. 

 

PLEASE REFER TO THE 2013-2014 ECC CATALOG, pages 31-41, FOR INFORMATION REGARDING 

STUDENTS’ AND PROFESSORS’ RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 

with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would 

like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 

to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resources Center. 

SCHEDULE 

DATE                                     LECTURE TOPIC    READING   

            

You should begin your Introduction to the Field   Chp. 1 

reading and studying      

of these topics by  Research Methods    Chp. 1   

Friday, January 24          

    Developmental Psychology   Chp. 8 

     

    Cognition     Chp. 7 (select pages only, To Be  

          Announced - TBA)  

 

mailto:asimon@elcamino.edu


[FRIDAY, 1-31, IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP IN TIME FOR REFUND OF ENROLLMENT FEE AND IS 

THE LAST DAY TO DROP WITHOUT NOTATION ON PERMANENT RECORD.]  

 

 
  FRIDAY, 2-7 - HOLIDAY!!!  (Campus Closed) 

  MONDAY, 2-17 – HOLIDAY!!! (Campus Closed)  

   .   

TH 2-27   EXAM #1 

*Exam #1 will open on Thursday, 2-27, at 6:00 p.m. and will close on Sunday, 3-2, at 11:59 p.m. 

You should begin your  Biological Psychology   Chp. 2 

reading and studying   

of these topics by  States of Consciousness   Chp. 4 

Monday, March 3.    

    Sensation and Perception   Chp.  3 (select pages only, TBA) 

 

SATURDAY 3/15 TO FRIDAY 3/21 SPRING BREAK!!!   

 

TH 3-27   EXAM #2 

*Exam #2 will open Thursday, 3-27, at 6:00 p.m. and will close on Sunday, 3-30, at 11:59 p.m. 

 

 

You should begin your Learning     Chp. 5 

reading and studying           

of these topics by  Memory     Chp. 6 

Monday, March 31. 

    Social Psychology    Chp. 11 

 

Motivation and Emotion   Chp. 9 (select pages only, TBA) 

 

[FRIDAY, 4-18, IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP WITH A “W.”] 

 

TH 4-24   EXAM #3 

*Exam #3 will open on Thursday, 4-24, at 6:00 p.m. and will close on Sunday, 4-27, at 11:59 p.m. 

 

 

You should begin your Personality Psychology   Chp. 10 

reading and studying           

of these topics by  Psychological Disorders   Chp. 12 

Monday, April 28.        

    Clinical Psychology    Chp. 13 

     

Health Psychology    Chp. 14 (select pages only, TBA) 

 

TH 5-15    EXAM #4 (Final Exam)       

*Exam #4 will open on Thursday, 5-15, at 6:00 p.m. and will close on Sunday, 5-18, at 11:59 p.m. 



 

This schedule may change as the semester progresses. 

 

Remember, knowledge is fun!!!   

 

El Camino College’s Distance Education website has valuable information to you, including a student 

handbook, instructions on how to log into ETUDES, etc.  The site is: 

  http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/files/SP14HandbookSite.pdf 

 

To make things easier, I have copied and pasted some of the ETUDES login instructions below: 

 Enter the following URL into your web browser:  http://myetudes.org/ 

 

Once you have officially enrolled in an Etudes-NG class, please follow the steps below to log in and access 

your course. You will be required to enter two pieces of information in order to login into Etudes and access 

your course (1) your User ID and (2) your Password (see Steps 1 and 2 below).  

 

STEP 1: Locate your User ID. Your Etudes User ID is the same as your userid used to login to MyECC. 

EXAMPLE: Albert Einstein is enrolled in an online ETUDES classes and has the following User ID: 

albert_einstein [all lower case].  

*Some ECC student id numbers have been adjusted to accommodate multiple persons with the same name. If 

step 2 does not work please visit this site to verify your id: 

https://secure.elcamino.edu/portal/logininfo/main.aspx?item=forgot 

 

STEP 2: Locate your Password. Your default Password is the month and date of birth.  EXAMPLE: Albert 

Einstein’s birth date is March 25 so his Password is: 0325.  

 

Click on “ECC PSYC 5 4196 (4197) AS  SP14.”   

  

You will want to check our site every other day or so for Announcements, Group and Chat Room Discussion  

assignments, and the like.  Also, please check your “Private Messages” (under “Discussion and Private 

Messages”) regularly – I sometimes communicate with you in this way.  You may want to make use of the 

“Questions” forum, the “Student Lounge” forum, or “Private Messages” if you wish to communicate with your 

classmates – both of these are under “Discussion and Private Messages.”  You may also use “Chat Room” to 

“talk” to your classmates.  You can send messages to me at my ECC E-Mail address or via “Private Messages.”   

 

Please send all work (e.g., assignments) via ETUDES.  If sending attachments, you must save your document in 

WORD; if you don’t have WORD, please save your document in Rich Text Format.  (As a note, you may find 

that content is being blocked by Internet Explorer.  If you receive such a message, click on it and then click so 

as to allow material to be downloaded.) 

 

Please note that the Psych 5 course taught online this Spring semester has the same course content, 

requirements, etc. as the Psych 5 course taught on-campus during the Fall and Spring semesters.  For example, 

in the on-campus Psych 5 course, students spend at least 3 hours per week in class and up to 6 hours per week 

for reading, additional studying, etc.  This should serve as a baseline for you.  Further, in the on-campus version 

of this course, students have 70 – 75 minutes to complete the exams and take the exams as closed-book, closed-

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/files/SP14HandbookSite.pdf
http://myetudes.org/
https://secure.elcamino.edu/portal/logininfo/main.aspx?item=forgot


notes exams.  The assumption is that you, the students in the online version, are also taking the exams as closed-

book, closed-notes exams.  I will not accept quotes or other similar material from the texts and/or lectures as 

answers on the exams. 

 

Please read and review the following statement: 

“Through the entry of my username and password I affirm that I am the student who enrolled in this course.  

Furthermore, I affirm that I understand and agree to follow the regulations regarding academic integrity and 

the use of student data as described in the ECC Board Policy 5500 Academic Honesty and Standards of 

Conduct that governs student rights and responsibilities.  Failure to abide by the regulations may result in 

disciplinary action up to expulsion from the college.” 


