
El Camino College                                          Anthropology 2 

 

Spring 2015                                                                       Cultural Anthropology  

 
Professor: Benjamin Fierro  

Contact info: bfierro@elcamino.edu 

Course #: 2036    

3 Units                 
Day: Mon. & Weds.  

Time: 7:45am – 9:10am 

Bldg: Social Science 

Room: 211          

Date: 1/19 – 5/13 

Office hours: by appointment 

Credit transfers to CSU and UC 

   

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

A cross-cultural survey of the major areas of cultural anthropology 

including: subsistence patterns, economic and political systems, family and 

kinship, religion, and cultural change. Also includes contemporary issues 

facing humankind such as the environment, resource depletion, ethnic 

conflict, globalization, and warfare. Emphasis is on understanding cultural 

diversity and cultural universals. 

 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1. Understand and articulate ethnographic facts and details about a breadth of 

cultures, including their beliefs and practices, with special emphasis on 

indigenous traditions.   

2. Approach and analyze these traditions using an objective relativist framework whereby cultures and their religious beliefs are first 

understood on their own terms, as logical responses to the challenges facing all human societies.   

3. Explain and evaluate the relationships between various aspects within individual cultures such as economics, politics, religion, gender, 

kinship and others.   

4. Conduct library and web-based ethnographic research on selected cultures across time and space.   

5. Produce a well-developed, well-written essay effectively discussing issues covered in the class from a non-ethnocentric standpoint. 

 

 

OPTIONAL TEXTBOOK 

Textbook: Cultural Anthropology, 11th Edition  

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 

Textbook: Cultural Anthropology, 9th Edition  

ISBN 13: 978-0-534-61706-6 

Authors: Nanda and Warms   

Publisher: Wadsworth Cengage Learning     

 

Additional reading material for this course will be handed out and posted. 

 

Please note that the material covered in the course will be a combination of readings from the text and various handouts that will be 

given throughout the course. The class will NOT be a strict reading of the textbook and it’s chapters. 

 

 

ACCESS 

Students with Physical Challenges or Special Needs   If you have a verified physical challenge requiring special accommodation in this 

class please notify me as soon as possible or contact the Special Resources Center. We, will be happy to work with you in determining 

appropriate accommodations as we work toward achieving your educational goals. Located at the East Wing of the Student Services Center. 

 

* Phone: General Information & Scheduling Counseling and/or Support Services Appointments:  (310) 660-3295 TDD: (310) 660-3445   

* Adapted Physical Education Staff Office  (310) 660-3593 x3662 

* You can contact them regarding testing accommodations at SRCta@elcamino.edu 

* E-mail:  You can contact us regrading services for ASL/Academic Interpreters at DHH@elcamino.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:SRCta@elcamino.edu
mailto:%20DHH@elcamino.edu
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~ COURSE POLICY~ 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS, EXPECTATIONS AND GRADING:  

 

1) ATENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION    
 A] PLEASE NOTE, it is your responsibility to be familiar with and be informed of, the College attendance policy. Which, generally states 

that missing class during the first week of classes will result in you being dropped from the course.  

 B] You are expected to attend class each day, arriving on time, not leaving during class time, and not leaving early. Negative attendance 

will affect your “participation” points as well as any potential “extra credit” points offered to the class and any offered to you on 

your individual assignments or other work, previous completed or in the future.  

My policy is that consistent late arrivals/tardies, will result in loss of participation points and the above mentioned extra credit (please note 

that curves applied to grading practices are also considered extra credit points), three unexcused absences will result in you being 

recommended to be dropped from the course no matter when they occur. Or, will result in the loss of your entire participation points and any 

extra credit points previously completed, this usually results in the loss of a whole grade for the course. To successfully complete this 

course you must attend regularly. If you do miss class it is your responsibility to get the notes you missed and info. regarding any papers 

from another student. Please, do not email me and ask what you missed. If you have a serious situation that leads to your missing more than 

one class in a row then you should contact me by email and set up an appointment to meet.  

 C]  Common courtesy is the rule in the classroom. Please do not engage in behavior that interferes with the instructor’s ability to teach or 

other student’s ability to learn. If you consistently come to class to talk off topic or talk during class lecture, and/or to sleep you will be asked 

to leave. Come to class on time and leave when class is dismissed. If you are consistently late or if you come and go during class time you 

may not be allowed to enter or re-enter the classroom. If you have an emergency that requires you to leave early you must let me know ahead 

of time. Students who violate class and campus rules will be asked to leave the classroom and report to the Dean of Social Sciences and/or 

the Dean of Students before returning to class. 

Learning is an active process and active participation is imperative. College and University level learning requires coming with an open mind 

and utilizing critical thinking skills. You are expected to ask questions and make relevant comments. There will be readings every week in 

preparation for class discussions and the exams. So, you are expected to read your assigned material and be prepared for class discussion.  

 Videos:  Videos will be shown throughout the semester.  Essay Assignments and Exams will contain questions from class videos.  

Note-taking during videos is highly advised.   

 Lectures:  Lectures cover material from the text and material not found in the text.  To successfully complete this class you will 

need to attend class regularly and take notes.  If you miss class it is YOUR responsibility to get the notes from another student.  

I may not post my powerpoints, as you need to attend class to take notes and acquire course content through discussion.   

  D]~~~ Important Notes and Critical Expectations of Classroom Demeanor: 

--- No phones, computers, cameras, nor any other device will be accepted in class, unless properly discussed with the instructor. 

Violations of this policy will result in you being dismissed from the class. If continued violations of this will result with you being 

referred to the Dean of Social Sciences and or Dean Of Students, in addition to a Student Misconduct Report being filed.  

 

If any such technology items are allowed by the instructor, but then result in a distraction of class session all items will then be disallowed 

from that point on. If you are expecting a potentially urgent call, you must notify me of this at the beginning of class. 

 

 

2) ASSIGNMENTS. There will be three assignments. These are each worth 25 points of your final score for a total of 75 pts. 

The assignments will vary but will generally be written assignments.  

 

3) EXAM. There will be a  First Exam, a Midterm Exam and a Final Exam. These will be based on class discussions and various chapters 

from the course readings as well as important topics presented in films. These will generally consist of approximately 45-80 comprehensive, 

Multiple Choice, True/False, and Written (short essay) questions addressing the material in a cumulative fashion. 

4) CLASS PRESENTATION. There will be a class presentation. The details will be posted on Canvas and discussed and handed out in 

class along with some potential topic options. Grading on your presentation will be based on how well you synthesize your topic and exhibit 

this synthesis in visual terms. Your presentation can have the following but will not be limited to these formats: Powerpoint; poster board; 

show and tell exhibition; performance or a verbal presentation. 

5) GRADING It is my objective to facilitate a greater understanding of the course material so that you can succeed in the course. Toward 

that end, I offer you, in addition to the various instruction and discussion throughout the course, the following basic keys to success in our 

class. A) Maintain good communication with me. When you MUST miss class, or MUST be late, or especially if do not understand 

something, let me know instead of keeping quiet and then receiving a harsh grade at the end of the class. B) Maintain good class 

participation. Ask, ask, ask! It is my genuine hope that you realize that I am very accessible to you as my student, and am interested in your 

questions and your success in our class. C) Stay prepared. Do your reading! Commit to your reading and material review as I commit to your 

learning and be prepared for class discussions. This will ensure your best performance and best possible grade in our course. So, keep and use 

these basic keys to success in our class and you should do well.   

 As far as your Presentation is concerned, I am interested in your creative and expressive responses to the ideas we discuss in class 

especially in how you relate topics to your life experience and or personal perspective. Critical thinking is the key in our class, and reflecting 

on the factual basis of our course material and how much of this can be observed by you in our contemporary context will make for a better 

presentation experience and by extension better grade. The overall grade for the class will be comprised of class participation, presentations, 

assignment submissions and your performance on exams.  
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6) IMPORTANT NOTES ON CRITICAL EXPECTATION AND CLASS DEMEANOR.  

   A] -- No phone, no computer, no camera, nor the use of any other device will be allowed in class, unless properly discussed with the 

instructor. If any such items are allowed by the instructor, but then result in a distraction of class session all items will then be disallowed 

from that point on. Cell phones must be turned off or set to vibrate during all class sessions and must be turned OFF during exams. Parents 

may quietly step outside class meetings to answer potential emergency calls. If computers are allowed but then are used for internet use, they 

will be disallowed.  

   B] -- No recording of lectures, no photos of students or of the instructor will be allowed without consent. 

   C] -- Class disruptions such as talking with clear disregard to the class, a specific class mate, the lecture, films, discussions, and or the 

professor will result in you the student being removed from the class at which point your return to class will have to be discussed at the 

professor’s discretion and possibly the Department Division Dean.  Repeated offenses will not be tolerated and will potentially result in the 

student being permanently removed from the course. 

   D] -- Late assignments will generally not be accepted for credit. (If they are, you will generally lose points for this.) 

   E] --  Only under serious circumstances and with the proper documentation presented to me will there be any opportunity for make up 

exams. This will be clearly discussed and determined by me and applied accordingly at my discretion.   

   F] -- The final exam is COMPULSORY, which means it is mandatory and cannot be made up. Failure to report for and complete the 

scheduled final examination may result in a failing grade for the course. In case of illness or other emergency, you, the student, must report to 

me, or the department, prior to the beginning of the examination unless it is impossible to do so, in which case clear and formal 

documentation and notification must be presented to me or to the department office. 

 

7) TOLERANCE AND RESPECT:  

   A] -- The examination of the many topics in this class can at times be challenging, specifically in terms of people’s religious views, 

political beliefs or practical world experiences. As students you are all encouraged to voice your opinions and pose sincere questions 

regarding different world-views and cultural practices. This class should be considered an exemplary forum for this sort inquiry. 

However, PLEASE NOTE, such engagement must always be done with mutual respect and consideration of the cultural view or 

experience addressed, as well as toward your fellow students and the professor. Any purposeful offense toward any student will 

result in being removed from the class and potentially being removed from the course. 

 

   B] -- IMPORTANT NOTICE: This course deals with the topics of "RACE", "RACISM", SEX, SEXUAL REPRODUCTION, 

SEXUAL BEHAVIOR as well as discourse dealing with EVOLUTION as a foundational process in biological life. This subject 

matter can be a challenge to different world-views. So, if you feel you are sensitive to being exposed to these kinds of topics in this 

academic context, then you should carefully consider if you wish to take this class.  The course material is based on a critical 

approach to the biological reality of humankind and all material is presented in light of a modern scientific approach. Though 

philosophical discussion are engaged and encouraged, the material is nonetheless presented within the critical framework of a 

scientific approach. So, please consider this prior to continuing with this course rather than being offended by the course material 

later. 

 

8) INTELLECTUAL INTEGRITY. 

Academic honesty is expected at all times. Any form of intellectual dishonesty is unacceptable! This includes but is not limited to 

plagiarism (presenting work that is not your own), copying from some else’s work, etc., etc. In the bigger scheme of things, this is not a 

matter of getting caught but a matter of your own personal integrity. However, consider yourself informed! If you get caught cheating in any 

way, shape or form you will experience real consequences according to College’s guidelines. I believe that you will find me a flexible 

instructor, however, there is no flexibility with academic dishonesty. Instead of turning to the dark side, I encourage and hope you are 

inspired to take advantage of this opportunity to engage your peers and me in this class so we can work together to foster a real and 

substantial learning experience. 

 

9) GRADES SCALES. 

 

 Grading based on 565 total possible pts:   Final Grade Scale: 

  Exam 1        A= 100 pts                 465 -565      = A 

  Exam 2             A= 100 pts   364-464       = B 

  Final Exam 3                      A= 100 pts   263-363       = C 

  A) 3 Assignments                      A= 75 pts   162-262       = D 

  B) Class Presentation       A= 100 pts          161       = F 

  C) Class Participation       A=   90 pts    

  D) Extra Credit                       =  10 /20/ 50 pts 

  Please note! Extra credit will be offered at my discretion. 

 

 

  Exam Grade Scale:               Grade = Final pts 

  Each exam will have an                    A   = 100pts 

  individual scale according to the                   B   =   80pts 

  amount of questions asked.   C   =   60pts  

        D   =   40pts 

        F   =     0pts 
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10)  OFFICE HOURS. 

       Office hours: by appointment 

      

        

 

 

11). TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR       READINGS   

 

 

Week 1:   1/19  NO CLASS--HOLIDAY  
   1/21  Introduction to class            

Week 2:    1/26  Introduction to four-field anthropology 

                  1/28  The Scientific Revolution, Scientific Method, Ethnocentrism  

Week 3:    2/2         Darwin and Human Evolution   Chp. TBA:                 

      2/4   Cultural Evolution and Cultural Relativism  Chp. TBA:    

Week 4:    2/9          Anthropology and Ethnography  * Assign. 1 Due Chp. TBA: 

       2/11   The Idea of Culture     Chp. TBA: 

Week 5:    2/16  NO CLASS 

   2/18  EXAM 1      Chp. TBA:   

Week 6:    2/23         Language      Chp. TBA: 

  2/25         Language      Chp. TBA: 

Week 7:    3/2  Economic Anthropology    Chp. TBA:                 

  3/4  Marriage and The Family, Kinship   Chp. TBA: 

Week 8:    3/9    Marriage and The Family, Kinship  * Assign. 2 Due  

   3/11   EXAM  2 

Week 9:    3/16  NO CLASS  SPRING BREAK    

    3/18  NO CLASS  SPRING BREAK   Chp. TBA: 

Week 10:  3/23   Political Organization    Chp. TBA: 

  3/25  Stratification: Class     Chp. TBA:  

Week 11:  3/30  Gender Race and Ethnicity    Chp. TBA: 

                  4/1  Race  (film) The Power of An Illusion    Chp. TBA: 

Week 12:  4/6  World Views, Belief Systems    Chp. TBA:     

                  4/8   Religion     * Assign. 3 Due Chp. TBA: 

Week 13:  4/13  Art and Culture      Chp. TBA: 

                  4/15  Art and Culture     Chp. TBA: 

Week 14:  4/20  Global Culture, Imperialisms and Colonialism  Chp. TBA: 

                  4/22   Imperialisms and Culture Change   Chp. TBA: 

Week 15:  4/27  Presentations   Presentations  

                  4/29  Presentations   Presentations  

Week 16:  5/4  Presentations   Presentations  

  5/6  Presentations   Presentations 

Week 17:  5/13  REVIEW/LAST EXAM!   

 

 

  

 

NOTE: THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO TYPOS, AND CHANGES WITH NOTICE. 

 

Welcome to Introduction to Cultural Anthropology!!!!!!! 

Professor Fierro 
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12)  SYLLABUS AGREEMENT 

 

 

El Camino College                                     Anthropology 2 

Spring 2015                                                                       Cultural Anthropology  

 
Professor: Benjamin Fierro  

Contact info: bfierro1@pasadena.edu 

Course #  2036   

3 Units                 
Day: Mon. & Weds.  

Time: 7:45am – 9:10am 

Bldg:  Social Science 

Room: 211          

Date: 1/19 – 5/10 

Office hours: by appointment 

Credit transfers to CSU and UC 

 
 

Receipt, Acknowledgment of, and Agreement to the rules and standards for this course as set forth in this provided syllabus and any in class 

stated rules by the instructor, as well as any informed adjustments to the course calendar. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 
Student Name 

 

___________________________________________ 

Student Signature    Date 

 


