
History 102 – On-Line 
United States History, 1877-present – Sections 4153, 4154, 4157 

Spring 2015 - El Camino College  
 

Dr. Christina Gold 
Email:  cgold@elcamino.edu 
Face-to-Face Office Hours:  Mon/Wed 12:45-1:45 and Tues/Thurs 11:00-12:30 - SOCS 115 
On-line Chat Office Hours: Wed 9:00-10:00 pm (in the Etudes chat room) 
 
Course Description:  This course traces social, economic, political and diplomatic 
developments in the United States during the twentieth century.  You will learn about 
industrialization, urbanization, and immigration; World War I & II; the 1920s and the Great 
Depression; the Cold War and foreign diplomacy; popular culture; the Civil Rights 
Movement; and the Women’s Movement; among other topics.  You will study the 
accomplishments of powerful men, like Franklin D. Roosevelt and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and explore the everyday lives of Americans from diverse cultures—how they lived, worked, 
raised their families, voted, and created communities.  Our nation has an exciting history 
that continues to shape our world today.  I hope this class will show you that history can be 
interesting, entertaining, and meaningful to your life. 
 
Student Learning Outcome for History 102:  Upon completion of United States History, 
1877 to the Present, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue an historical 
thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political 
and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United States history from 1877 to the 
present and applies appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or 
secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis.  Students will achieve the outcome by 
learning the content of U.S. history since 1877; by accurately analyzing primary and 
secondary sources; and by successfully using those sources to prove an argument in a paper 
and in the essay exam answers. 
 
Brief On-Line Course Information:  This course is taught entirely on-line. The orientation 
will be conducted on-line during the first week of class. The class uses Etudes in 
combination with MyHistoryLab (a website supported by our textbook publisher, Pearson).  
You will always enter our class through Etudes, where you can see announcements, the 
syllabus, the extra credit, and the Instructor’s chat room. There is a link on our Etudes page 
to MyHistoryLab where you will read course materials; participate in group discussions; 
complete your tests and assignments; and check your grades.  Further information about 
the website and technological requirements is available at the end of the course syllabus.   
 
Required Textbook 
John Faragher, et al.  Out of Many.  Volume II, brief 6th edition, 2012.  ISBN 0205-108-717.  
(Please purchase the textbook at the El Camino College Bookstore because it is specially 
bundled with a free access card to the MyHistoryLab website.  If you purchase the textbook 
elsewhere or used, you’ll need to buy access to the website for $55.55 with the etext or $35 
without the etext.  The text and access code bundle at the bookstore costs $109.35.   
 

mailto:cgold@elcamino.edu
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Grade Distribution 
 

 % of Course 
Grade 

Course Points Points and % per assignment 

15 Chapter Tests 30% 300 points  20 points/2% per test 

3 Unit Exams 30% 300 points  100 points/10% per exam 

10 Group Discussions 20% 200 points  20 points/2% per discussion 

Essay Thesis/Outline 5% 50 points 50 points/5%  

Essay 15% 150 points 150 points/15% 

3 Extra Credit 
Assignments (optional) 

6%  60 points  20 points/2% per assignment 

 
Course Totals 
 

 
100% 

 
1,000 points  

60 points extra credit 

 
1000 points 

60 points extra credit 

 
 
Work Load:  This on-line course requires a significant amount of reading and writing.  Plan 
on devoting at least 9 hours per week to this class.  If you do not have consistent access to a 
computer with speedy, reliable internet access or you are unable or unwilling to devote 9 
hours per week to this course, consider enrolling in a different class.    
 

This class has a recommendation for eligibility for English 1A.  If you are not eligible for 
English 1A this class will be very difficult for you to pass because of the large amount of 
reading and writing.  I strongly recommend that you do not take this course if you are not 
eligible for English 1A. 

 
Course Orientation:  The course and website orientation will be completed on-line through 
activities and a test during the first week of class.  Students who have not contacted me by 
email before the class begins and/or have not logged onto the course website by midnight 
on Friday, Jan. 23 may be dropped from the class as a No Show. 
 
Weekly Content and Assignments:  Weekly assignments and group discussions must be 
completed by 11:59 pm on Sundays.  After that time, the materials for that week will no 
longer be accessible to students.  The next week’s materials will be available Monday 
morning. 
 
Each week, you will read one or two chapters from the textbook along with a variety of 
assigned documents and websites.  In addition, you will view images, watch videos and 
listen to speeches or songs.  All auditory assigned work on MyHistoryLab is close captioned 
for those who are hard of hearing or deaf.  In addition, there are videos of Instructor’s 
overviews for each chapter. Listen to the overview before completing the rest of your work. 
 
Chapter Tests and Unit Exams:  The course is divided into three units.  There are three unit 
exams spread out evenly over the semester.  The unit exams include essay answers and 
document analyses that require critical thinking and reflection on the historical material.  Be 
sure to schedule plenty of time to work on your written answers. The chapter tests are 
spread out evenly between the unit exams and there is one test for each chapter. 
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Essay:  Students will write one 5 page essay based on readings assigned on the website.  
Prior to completing the essay, students will submit a thesis and outline.  Instructions about 
how to write a thesis and outline and how to use evidence will be provided on the website. 
 
Discussion Groups:  Each student is assigned to one discussion group. All graded discussions 
occur only within your group. You must make at least three or more substantial comments 
(submitted in separate posts) to your group discussion each week. "Substantial comments" 
add new information or ideas to the discussion. For instance, if you agree with a classmate’s 
ideas, then say you agree and offer new evidence to support the idea.  Please begin 
participating in the discussion early in the week. 
 
Do not make all your posts at one time at the end of the week.  You need to engage in a 
conversation with your classmates. 
 
On the discussion board, always be respectful of each other’s ideas. Do not be sarcastic or 
use foul language.  Do not send non-course related emails to other students.   
 
Student Coffee Shop:  In the Student Coffee Shop you can post general questions and talk 
about the class with other students.  The Professor will periodically stop by to answer 
questions.  The Coffee Shop is located in the MyHistoryLab site along with the group 
discussions. 
 
Professor’s Email:  Post general questions to the Student Coffee Shop and send personal 
questions to the Professor’s email (cgold@elcamino.edu).  You can usually expect a reply to 
questions within 48 hours during the week.  During the weekends, the Professor may or 
may not be available to answer questions.  Since assignments are due on Sunday, please be 
sure to begin your work during the week so you can ask any necessary questions and be 
assured of a response.  The Professor does not accept any graded work via email or as hard 
copies.  All work must be submitted through the website.   
 
Grade Book:  You can check your grades in the on-line Grade Book, which is accessible 
through a link on the MyHistoryLab homepage.  Please allow 1-2 weeks for assignments to 
be graded.  The extra credit assignments will be graded on Etudes and added to students’ 
course grades at the end of the semester.   
 
Writing Expectations:  All communication and class work must use full words (no 
abbreviations), full sentences, and grammatically correct English.  Also, please remember to 
use appropriate capitalization.  Class work that does not fulfill these basic writing 
expectations will receive a lower grade, even if it is factually accurate.  If you are not 
eligible for English 1A it is strongly recommended that you do not take this class. 
 
Extra Credit Projects:  You will have the opportunity to complete three extra credit projects.  
A fully and successfully completed extra credit project adds 2% to your final course grade.  
For instance, if you earned 89% in the course, it would move you up to 91%.  Fully and 
successfully completing all extra credit projects adds 6% to your final course grade.  The 
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extra credit projects involve a significant amount of writing and are found on the Etudes 
page. 
 
Make-up Work:  Absolutely no late work or extensions will be accepted for any assignments 
between weeks 1-15, however, in week 16, three make up assignments will be accepted.  
For instance, if in Week 4 you cannot complete the Chapter 21 test on time, in Week 16 all 
the course materials will become available again, and you can complete the test at that 
time.  All assignments, except discussions and the orientation test, will be available for 
make-up work, including extra credit projects.  Students may only make-up work that they 
did not begin during the semester.  Any work that was begun, but not completed cannot 
be made-up, and tests cannot be retaken for a higher grade.  These rules prevent cheating.  
Partially completed work will be graded. 
 
Drop Policy:  Students who have not logged onto the website by midnight on Friday, Jan. 23 
may be dropped as a No Show.  Students who have not logged onto the website for two 
consecutive weeks during the semester may be dropped from the course. 
 
Disabilities Statement:  Students with disabilities who believe they may need 
accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact the Special Resource Center at 
310-660-3295 as soon as possible to ensure approved accommodations are implemented in 
a timely fashion.  As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs.  All 
video and audio assignments are closed-captioned. 
 
Technical Difficulties:  The technological inability to access or complete an assignment is 
not an excuse for incomplete work. Imagine that your computer is your car - if your car can't 
get you to school, you need to fix your car or find another way to get to class. If your 
computer can't access the materials, you need to fix your computer or find another one that 
will work for you. 
 
The MyHistoryLab homepage of our website contains a link to technical support.  If you 
have a problem, first try upgrading your browser (using the link at the bottom of the 
MyHistoryLab homepage), and if that doesn’t work, contact technical support.  You can 
either chat with them (the wait may be long), or send an email that is responded to within 
24 hours.  Please begin your work early in the week so that you can resolve any technical 
difficulties long before the work is due. 
 
Cheating and Plagiarism:  Out of respect to the hard work by the majority of students, the 
Instructor does not tolerate cheating in any way.  Any student who cheats or plagiarizes in 
the course will receive a 0 on the related assignment.  In the orientation, students will 
watch a video that explains precisely what plagiarism is and how to avoid it.  Also, 
completing work for another person is a serious violation of our campus behavior code.  
Any student engaging in this behavior will be referred to our disciplinary office and involved 
students may be expelled. 
 

Academic and Student Support:  
http://www.elcamino.edu/welcome/currentstudents/academicstudentsupport.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/welcome/currentstudents/academicstudentsupport.asp


History 102 Syllabus, Dr. Gold, p. 5  

WEEKLY READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Week One:  Jan. 20-25 – Course Introduction 

 On-line Course Orientation Readings and Test 

 System Up-Grades 

 Group Discussion:  Introductions and Course Orientation 
Students who have not logged onto the website by Jan. 24 may be dropped from the 
course. 
 
Week Two:  Jan. 26 – Feb. 1  - The West, 1860-1900 

 Chapter 18 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
Week Three:  Feb. 2-8  -  The Gilded Age and Imperial Expansion, 1865-1900 

 Chapter 19-20 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
Week Four:  Feb. 9-15 – Modernization, Reform and WWI, 1900-1920  

 Chapter 21-22 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
Week Five:  Feb. 16-22  - Unit I Exam 

 The Unit I Exam is an essay test covering chapters 18-22.   

 Optional Extra Credit #1 (on Etudes) 
 

Week Six:  Feb. 23-Mar. 1  –  The 1920s and the Great Depression, 1920-1940 

 Chapter 23-24 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
Week Seven:  March 2-8 - World War II, 1941-45 

 Chapter 25 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
Week Eight:  March 9-15 – The Cold War, 1945-52 

 Chapter 26 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
SPRING BREAK: March 16-22 (The Instructor may not be available by email.)   
 
Week Nine:  March 23-29 - The Midcentury, 1952-1963 

 Chapter 27 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
 
 



History 102 Syllabus, Dr. Gold, p. 6  

Week Ten:  March 30 – April 5   - Unit II Exam 

 The Unit II Exam covers chapters 23-27 

 Optional Extra Credit #2 
 
Week Eleven:  April 6-12 – The Civil Rights Movement, 1945-66 

 Chapter 28 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
Week Twelve:  April 13-19 – Vietnam and the Sixties, 1965-74 

 Chapter 29 Test 

 Thesis/Outline Due 
 
Week Thirteen:  April 20-26 – Conservatism and the 1970s and 80s, 1974-1991 

 Chapter 30 Test 

 Group Discussion 
 
Week Fourteen:  April 27 - May 3 – The Global Age, 1992-2010 

 Chapter 31 Test 

 Essay Due 
 
Week Fifteen:  May 4-10 – Unit III Exam 

 The Unit III Exam covers chapters 28-31. 

 Optional Extra Credit #3 
 
Week Sixteen:  May 11-15  – Make-up Assignments 

Please note that make-up assignments are due on Friday, NOT Sunday.  Friday is the last 
day of the semester.  All activities and assignments (except the orientation test and group 
discussions) will be made accessible to allow students to make-up 3 assignments.  
Students may only make-up work that they did not begin.  Tests cannot be retaken for a 
higher grade. 
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OVERVIEW OF WEEKLY COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

 
Consider using this chart to plan your weekly study schedule and to check off the assignments as 
you complete them. 
 

 Readings and Assignments Essay, Film Review and  
optional Extra Credit 

Week 1 
Jan. 20-25 

 Orientation Test 

 System Up-Grades 

 Group Discussion 

 
 

Week 2 
Jan. 26 – Feb. 1 

 Chapt. 18 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 

Week 3 
Feb. 2-8 

 Chapt. 19 Test 

 Chapt. 20 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 
 

Week 4 
Feb. 9-15 

 Chapt. 21 Test 

 Chapt. 22 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 
 

Week 5 
Feb. 16-22 

 Unit I Exam  Optional Extra Credit #1 
 

Week 6 
Feb. 23-Mar. 1 

 Chapt. 23 Test 

 Chapt. 24 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 

Week 7 
Mar. 2-8 

 Chapt. 25 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 
 

Week 8 
Mar. 9-15 

 Chapt. 26 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 
 

Spring Break 
Mar. 16-22 

The Instructor may not be available by email during Spring Break.   

Week 9 
Mar. 23-29 

 Chapt. 27 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 
 

Week 10 
Mar. 30 – April 5 

 Unit II Exam  Optional Extra Credit #2 
 

Week 11 
April 6-12 

 Chapt. 28 Test 

 Group Discussion 

  

Week 12 
April 13-19 

 Chapt. 29 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 Thesis/Outline 

Week 13 
April 20-26 

 Chapt. 30 Test 

 Group Discussion 

 

Week 14 
April 27 – May 3 

 Chapt. 31 Test 
 

 Essay Due 

Week 15 
May 4-10 

 Unit III Exam  Optional Extra Credit #3 
 

Week 16 
May 11-15 
(Due Friday) 

Make up 3 missed assignments 
(not including discussions or 
the orientation test) – Due 
Friday! 
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          START HERE 

 
 
Etudes:  Students will access our course website through Etudes.  Log onto Etudes and use the link 
to our course website.  This is to prevent cheating and to ensure that students are using their ECC 
ids and passwords to access our course.  Also, the campus will determine your attendance and 
participation in the course through your logins to Etudes.  If you are not logging in through Etudes, 
you may be dropped from the course for lack of attendance.  In Etudes you will see course 
announcements, chat with the Instructor and complete extra credit projects.   
 
Logging onto Etudes 
1. Go to https://myetudes.org 
2. Enter your User ID:  firstname_lastname (all small letters, no spaces). 
3. Enter your Password.  If this is your first time using Etudes, your default password is your birth 

month and birth date.  For example:  November 20 = 1120 and March 2 = 0302. 
4. Click the Login button and click the course tab for our specific class. 
 
MyHistoryLab (Pearson):  This on-line History 102 class also uses MyHistoryLab, the textbook 
publisher’s website (Pearson).  It gives us access to a wide variety of documents and sources. 
Chapter tests, group discussions, Instructor videos, paper assignments and the grade book are 
located in the Pearson area of our course website. 
 
Enrolling in the MyHistoryLab Website:  To access the History 102 website, you need to begin by 
purchasing the textbook at the El Camino College Bookstore.  Please purchase John Faragher, Out of 
Many, Vol. II, brief 6th edition, Pearson, 2012.  Purchase the textbook at the ECC Bookstore because 
it is specially bundled for our class with a free access code to the Course Compass website (this code 
is free, but is only bundled with the version of the textbook ordered for our class).  If you choose not 
to buy the hard copy of the textbook, you can purchase access to the website, which includes the e-
book, for $55.  To begin the process, log onto Etudes and select the link to MyHistoryLab.  Then, 
select “Student” under the register area and follow the instructions. 
 
To enroll in History 102 on MyHistoryLab you need: 
1. The Student Access Code.  This comes bundled with your textbook from the ECC bookstore.  The 
student access code is nontransferable and can be used only once by only one student. 
OR a Credit Card to purchase access to the website and/or the e-book. 

2. The Course ID:  gold07496.  You must use this number when you enroll in the course. 

Etudes Login 

-https//myetudes.org 

-User Id:  firstname_lastname 

-Password:  birth date (2 digit 
month and 2 digit day - i.e. 
Dec. 3 = 1203) 

Etudes Contents 

-Announcements, Instructor 
chat, extra credit. 

-Use link to enter  
MyHistoryLab 

MyHistoryLab Login 

-course identification:  gold07496 

-Use either the course access code 
that came bundled free with the 
textbook from the bookstore, or 
purchase access for $55 with 
ebook or $35 without the ebook. 

MyHistoryLab Contents 

-Chapter tests, unit exams, paper, 
group discussions, gradebook, 
Instructor videos.  

https://myetudes.org/
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3. An Email Address.  Your registration and enrollment confirmation will be sent to this email 
address.  This address is also used for course-based communication. 
4. Follow the Instructions.  Please follow the instructions for logging onto the site.  If you have any 
problems, there is a link on the page to technical support. 
 
Browsers:  The website can be accessed through Microsoft Explorer, FireFox or Google Chrome.  
Safari does not work well with MyHistoryLab.  On the homepage of the website, before you 
begin any work in the class, select “Tune Up Your Browser” and follow the instructions.  Also, 
your pop-ups must be enabled.  This must be done for each of the different browsers you plan 
to use. 
Technical Support and Technical Difficulties:  On-line technical support for MyHistoryLab is 
available at http://247pearsoned.custhelp.com.  There is a link on our MyHistoryLab homepage.  
Technical support agents will answer your inquiry within 24 hours.  In addition, you may seek help 
from technical support agents in a chat room.  Before you contact technical support, run “Tune Up 
Your Browser” to check whether the problem can been simply solved by upgrading your software.  
Also, check to make sure that your pop-ups are enabled.  If you are having trouble accessing tests or 
course materials the problem is often that pop-ups are disabled.  Also, make sure that your internet 
connection is reliable.  Please remember that technical difficulties are not an excuse for late work so 
begin work early in the week to give yourself time to deal with any potential difficulties. 
 

If you are knocked off the internet while working on a test, you may lose your work.  I suggest 
that you frequently save your test as you are working and that you compose your essay 
answers in your word processing program and then paste them into the test.   

 
Course Objectives 
1.  Describe and assess the process by which the United States was economically transformed and 

modernized in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
2.  Analyze the role of industrialists and inventors during the era of the American Industrial 

Revolution. 
3.  Evaluate major American political, religious, and cultural values for the 1877 to 1914 period. 
4.  Compare and contrast the changing demography of America in the 1877 to 1914 and 1945 to the 

present periods. 
5.  Determine the processes of assimilation and acculturation expected of immigrants to the United 

States from 1900 to the present. 
6.  Discuss and evaluate the interaction of majority and minority groups during the 20th century. 
7.  Identify and analyze various American political reform movements such as Populism, 

Progressivism, the New Deal, the Fair Deal, Civil Rights, and the Great Society in terms of 
causation, sequence of events, concepts and development. 

8.  Conceptualize and discuss the meaning of conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism in American 
history from the post World War II era to the present. 

9.  Summarize and analyze the development of American foreign policy since 1945 including the rise 
of the United States as a world power and leader among a large community of nations. 

10.  Trace and evaluate United States diplomacy and armed conflict through isolationism, 
imperialism, and collective security policies of the 20th century. 

11.  Compare and contrast the core political and philosophical ideas and modes of expression in 
American culture in the 20th century. 

http://247pearsoned.custhelp.com/

