
Women’s Studies 1 

Spring 2015 

Tuesday/Thursday 11:15 AM – 12:40 PM (SOCS 117) 

Section # 2988 

Instructor Hong Herrera Thomas  Phone (310) 660-3593 ext. 4781 

Office ARTB 320 E-mail hherrera@elcamino.edu 

Office Hours T/Th 10:00 am – 11:00 am &  

M/W 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 

  

Introduction 

Welcome to Women’s Studies 1!  I have prepared an exciting and engaging course for you this semester.  In this classroom 

we will create a learning environment that requires you to participate and listen to the perspective and opinion of others.  I 

will work hard to create a space that fosters critical thinking and mutual respect.  This will require you to keep up with the 

readings, reflect, and participate.  I look forward to a dynamic semester with you.   

About This Course 

This interdisciplinary course introduces students to the field of women’s studies.  The history of feminism, feminist thought, and 

women’s studies as an academic discipline will be examined and assessed.  The social construction of sex, gender, and 

sexuality, the representation of women in American society, and the role of women in American institutions will be analyze 

from theoretical perspectives of various academic disciplines.  Feminist perspective will be utilized to critically analyze race, 

ethnicity, social class, and sexuality and age as they correlate with sex and gender in American society. 

Text 

Kerber, Linda K. Women’s America: Refocusing the past. 7th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011. (ISBN: 

9780195388329) 

Course Objectives 

1. Define key terms relevant to women's studies including sex, gender, feminism, and patriarchy.  

2. Describe and analyze the history of feminism and feminist thought as they relate to the development of women's studies 

as an academic discipline.  

3. Evaluate the social construction of sex, gender, and sexuality in American society.  

4. Analyze the representation of women in the American media.  

5. Assess historical changes in American institutions including the family, economy, politics, education, and religion as they 

relate to the role and status of women.  

6. Identify and evaluate various roles women currently play in the institutions of American society including the family, 

economy, politics, education, and religion.  

7. Critically analyze race, ethnicity, social class, sexuality, and age as they correlate with sex and gender in American 

society.  
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8. Assess the future of feminism and the women's movement in the United States 

Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Students will demonstrate what it means to be a feminist by defining feminism and applying the concept to the lives of 

real women. 

2. Students will evaluate representation of women in American media by analyzing how women are depicted in various 

forms of media such as song lyrics or advertisements. 

3. Students will analyze social issues experienced by women, historically and in contemporary society in order to understand 

the social forces that shape these experience and how they may change over time. 

Requirements 

Reaction Papers: There will be 3 reaction papers two pages in length that will be worth 50 points each.  This assignment is 

designed to allow you to reflect on the text and class discussion.  Each paper must incorporate and utilize at least 2 of the 

articles in the text.  The format is informal, but will require you to proof read and write in a logical and coherent manner.  No 

outside research is done.  

Mid-Term:  The mid-term will be worth 100 points.  This mid-term is a formal paper that will require you to make an argument 

(have a thesis statement).  You must utilize at least five sources across 3 different weeks and incorporate discussion ideas, 

theories, and themes.  This paper is 5 pages long.   A prompt will be distributed at least one week prior to the due date.  If 

you are unsatisfied with your grade, you are allowed to resubmit this assignment.   

Final Presentation:  Your final presentation is worth 125 points and will be a group project where you will research a 

contemporary issue in gender (needs to focus on women, but can address men also) and create a video, website, or art 

that will be shared in class.  Guidelines will be posted on Etudes.   

Media Assignment: You assignment is worth 25 points and will required you to find and share a media representation of 

women and share with the class.  Details to be discussed.   

**All assignments will be turned in on Etudes by Friday by 11:59 PM except for the Final Presentation which will be on Sunday 

at 11:59 PM. 

** No late work without the consent of the instructor. 

Grading  
A: 400-360 

B: 359-320 

C: 319-250 

D: 249-200 

F: 199-0 

 

Due Dates 
Reaction #1  2/13 (50 points) 

Mid-term  3/13 (100 points) 

Draft of Final  4/3 (25 points) 

Reaction #2  4/17 (50 points) 

Final Presentation 5/3 (100 points) 

Reaction #3  5/15 (50 points) 

Accessing This Course 

We will be using the Course Management system (CMS), Etudes.  Logging in to Etudes is simple and easy. 

1. Have your user id and password ready. 
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2. Your user id is your first name, underscore, last name. This should all be in lower case and no spaces. For example, 

the username for Francis S. Key is francis_key. Your initial password has four characters based on your birth month 

and your birth date. For example, August 1 is 0801. 

3. Open a browser. Firefox works best with Etudes. (download Firefox)  Internet Explorer may be used.  Safari will not 

work with some Etudes functions. 

4. In the address bar, type myetudes.org and press Enter. You will be taken to the Etudes Login Page. 

5. In the upper-right hand corner, type your user id and password. Then, click the Login button. 

6. You should now see the tabs for each of your classes on top of the page. Click a tab to go to a particular class.  

7. If you are still having problems logging in you can also visit Etudes log-in help website for additional log in help. 

Additional Resources/ADA Statement 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 

request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make 

arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center at 310-660-3295, or online at 

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/.  Online courses are required to meet ADA accessibility guidelines. This means 

that all aspects of the online learning experience are accessible. Please let me know if you have adaptive software and 

hardware to assist you with taking this course or if you have any specific needs I should be aware of.  

Cell Phone Policy 

Please be respectful and refrain from using your cell phone in class.  The use of your cell phone is noted and disrupts the 

learning environment.   

 

Attendance Policy 
Your attendance is mandatory and will be recorded at each class meeting.  You may be dropped from the course if you 

have excessive unexcused absences exceeding 10% of the course.  However, it is your responsibility to drop from the course 

if you are failing or stop attending by the drop deadline on April 17, 2015. 

Academic Honesty 

Cheating will not be tolerated!  Using words, phrases, and ideas that are not your own without giving credit to the author 

constitutes academic dishonesty (i.e. cutting and pasting from the internet).   Resubmitting a paper written for another class 

is also unacceptable in this course.  When in doubt it is better to consult with the instructor.   

It is the responsibility of all members of the academic community to behave in a manner which encourages learning and 

promotes honesty and to act with fairness toward others.  Students should not seek an unfair advantage over other students 

when completing an assignment, taking an examination, or engaging in any other kind of academic activity. 

Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct and Academic Dishonesty El Camino Code of Conduct 

**Remember, I am here to help you learn and be successful.  If you need additional help, clarification on content 

comprehension or assignments, or if an unforeseen situation requires an extension please ask.   

Course Schedule 

Week Topic Required Reading 

Week 1: 1/20 

               1/22 

Introduction to Women’s Studies  

Pages 1-23 

Week 2: 1/27 

                1/29 

Depicting Indigenous Women 

Constructing Notions of Gender & Identity 

Pages 25-46 

Pages 57-89 

Week 3: 2/3 

 

African American Women in Colonial Society 

Sexual Coercion & Rape 

Pages 90-102; 139-146; 161-163 

Pages 164-173; 272-282 

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/etudes.asp
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp
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Week Topic Required Reading 

               2/5 Abortion and Gender Relations Pages 116-133; Pages 205-213; 506-511 

Week 4: 2/10 

               2/12 

REACTION PAPER #1  

Supporting the Revolution 

Women’s Work & Relationships 

Due: 2/13 

Pages 134-138; Pages 147-153 

Pages 174-185; 186-188; 189-204; 214-223 

Week 5: 2/17 

               2/19 

Abolition and First Wave Feminism 

 

Pages 224-271 

 

Week 6: 2/24 

              

               2/26 

Confederate Women, Civil War, & 

Reconstruction 

Suffrage and Education 

Pages 283-318 

 

Pages 319-339; 342-348; 356-362 

Week 7: 3/3 

              3/5 

Violence and Miscengenation 

Ethnic Enclaves from West to East Coast 

Pages 349-355; 363-378 

Pages 378-402 

Week 8: 3/10 

               3/12 

MID-TERM DUE: 

Protecting Wages Workers 

Defining Citizenship & Control  

Due: 3/13 

Pages 402-419 

Pages 420-450; 451-484; 484-492 

Spring Break: No Class 3/16-3/20  

Week 9: 3/24 

              3/26 

The Great Depression & World War II Pages 512-574 

Week 10: 3/31 

                 4/2 

Draft Final Presentation 

Due: 4/3 

Second Wave Feminism & Sexuality 

African American Women in the Civil Rights 

Movement & the Law 

 

Pages 577-607; 652-663 

Pages 631-651; 664-671 

Week 11: 4/7 

                4/9 

Social Change 

Making the Personal Political  

Pages 672-690 

Pages 691-718 

Week 12: 4/14 & 4/16 

Reaction Paper #2 

Equality Before the Law 

Due: 4/17 

Pages 721-745; 766-776 

Week 13: 4/21 & 4/23 Third Wave Feminism & Global Feminism TBA 

Week 14: 4/28 & 4/30 Special Topics TBA 

Week 15: 5/5 & 5/7 Group Presentations  

Week 16: 5/12 & 5/14 

Reaction Paper #3  

Group Presentation & Closing Thoughts 

Due 5/15 

 

 


