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Political Science 10: Section 2740                                   Dr. Christopher Blake Lee 
11:15-12:40 p.m., T-TH in SOCS 202         
 
 

Introduction to International Relations 
Honors Transfer Program 

 
 
Contact Information:           Email: clee@elcamino.edu 
               Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext. 4581  

         Office Hours: by appointment only 
       Room: ARTB 320  
          
 

Course Description: 
Greetings  and welcome to a new semester at EL Camino College! 

In this course students will examine the factors that determine the relations between 
nations and the problems that result from the interplay of these factors. The conditions 
that can lead to both conflict and cooperation among nations will be examined. Major 
topics include international security, issues of international political economy, and 
international organizations. International law and diplomacy are examined as alternative 
means of resolving conflict.   
 
 
Course Student Learning Objectives:  
 

1. Identify and discuss the major approaches to the understanding and practice of 
international politics.   

 
2. Describe and examine the principal historical elements that established the 

framework within which nations now interact with one another.  
 

3.  Evaluate the major elements of national power.   
 

4.  Assess the components of power in selected countries.  
 

5.  Analyze the causes of war.  
 

6.  Compare the strengths and weaknesses of the principal approaches to 
maintaining and/or restoring peace among nations.  

 
7.  Define and assess significant reasons for conflict.  

 
8. Explain and discuss the role of economic issues in international relations, their 

impact on diplomacy, war and peace, and their centrality in relations between 
developed and developing nations.   
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Course Student Learning Outcomes:   
 
SLO #1 Major Theoretical Approaches- In a written assignment, students will 
demonstrate knowledge of intergovernmental relations between the various 
levels of government through an analysis of our federal system.  
 
SLO #2 Causes of War- In a written assignment, students will discuss and 
critically analyze the causes of war within the international system of states.  
 
SLO #3 International Political Economy- In a written assignment, students will 
discuss and compare and contrast the major theoretical approaches as they 
pertain to international Political Economy.  
 
Course Requirements (one textbook): 
D’Anieri, P. (2014). International politics: Power and purpose in global affairs, 

third edition. United States: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
 
 

Course Recommended Preparation:  
Political Science 1; eligibility for English – 1A 
 

 
 

Grading Evaluation Criteria 
 
Grading will be distributed in the following manner:  
 

• Two Midterm Exams: 15% each (30% total), multiple choice/short essay   
• Research Paper: 25%  
• Two “subject” oriented discussion papers: 10% each (20% total)   
• Final Exam: 25%, matching/short essay  

 
 

Percentage Grading Scale 
 

90% and above   A 
80 – 89    B 
70 – 79    C 
60 – 69    D 
59% and below   F 
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Our Class Work Schedule:  
Week of          Topic        Chapter           Assignment 
January 19 – 25   Introduction: Problems and 

Questions in International Politics 
1  Discussion 

January 26 – 
February 1   

The Historical Evolution of 
International Politics 

2  Discussion 

February 2 – 8   Theories of International Relations: 
Realism and Liberalism 

3  Discussion/Group Formation on 
Tuesday of this week 

February 9 – 15    Theories of International Relations: 
Economic Structuralism, 
Constructivism, and Feminism  

4  Discussion/In‐Class Group 
Presentations on Chapter 4 
begin Tuesday 

February 16 – 22   The State, Society, and Foreign 
Policy 

5  Discussion 

February 23 – 
March 1 

Bureaucracies, Groups, and 
Individuals in the Foreign Policy 
Process 

6  Discussion/1st Midterm Exam 
on Thursday, February 26th  

March 2 – 8   International Organizations and 
Transnational Actors 

7  Discussion 

March 9 – 15    International Insecurity and Causes 
of War and Peace 

8  Discussion/Subject Paper #1 
Due on Thursday, March 12th  

March 16 – 22   Spring Recess, No class this week!    Happy Spring Break! 
March 23 – 29    The Use of Force  9  Discussion 
March 30 – April 
5   

Fundamentals of International 
Political Economy 

10  Discussion 

April 6 – 12     The Globalization of Trade and 
Finance 

11  Discussion/2nd Midterm Exam 
on Thursday, April 9th  

April 13 – 19    The Problem of Global Inequality   12  Discussion 
April 20 – 26   International Law, Norms, and 

Human Rights/Multi‐Media clips 
13  Discussion 

April 27 – May 3   The Global Environment and 
International Politics  

14  Discussion/Subject Paper #2 
Due on Thursday, April 30th  

May 4 – 10   Conclusion: Power and Purpose in a 
Changing World/Extra Credit Power 
Point Presentations begin/Multi‐
Media clips 

15  Discussion 

May 11 – 15   Extra Credit Power Point 
Presentations 
conclude/Documentary Film/Final 
Exam Review 

N/A  Research Paper Due on 
Tuesday, May 12th/Final Exam 
on Thursday, May 14th 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Research Paper/Subject Paper 
  

You will have a research paper that will be due by Week 16 (Tuesday, May 12th).  Please 
refer to the Research Paper instructions that have been uploaded onto our Portal Site.  We 
will review these instructions consistently throughout the first half of the semester but it 
is advised that you start thinking and researching now for appropriate sources to develop 
an effective paper.  
 
During the semester you will also be assigned two “subject papers” that will be worth 
20% of your total grade (10% each).  These short papers will focus on the subjects and/or 
themes that we have discussed during our lecture sessions.  Each “subject paper” will 
require that you answer one short answer essay question as fully as possible.  The subject 
paper topics will be issued to you one week in advance of their due date so it is critical 
that you always keep pace with the readings in order to be effectively prepared. 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 
 

Session   Session Start 
Date  

Refund 
Deadline  

Add 
Deadline  

Drop 
Deadline 
w/no 
notation  

“W” 
Deadline  

Session End 
Date  

Spring 2015  January 20   January 30   January 30  January 30   April 17   May 15  
 

 
It is your responsibility to make sure that you have dropped the class properly and 
filled out and submitted the correct papers to admissions.  Any student who is still 

enrolled after the deadline date will receive a grade! 
 
 
 

TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS CLASS 
 

1. Read the assigned chapters each week.  Outline and summarize the information. 
2. Use a Dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words.  You may want to put dictionary.com 

on your phone or personal wireless device. 
3. Form a study group with some of your peers.  Practice teaching each other what you 

have learned. 
4. Be sure that study time is in your daily schedule.   
5. Pay attention to due dates and complete work at least a couple of weeks before it is due.  

Give yourself enough time to proofread and rewrite your work. 
6. See the instructor to discuss any concerns or for additional information.  My student 

office hours are by appointment only so please schedule ahead of time. 
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ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, 
who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 
herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for 
academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center.   
 
Academic Honesty: 
El Camino College is dedicated to maintaining an optimal learning environment and insists upon 
academic honesty. To uphold the academic integrity of the institution, all members of the 
academic community, faculty, staff and students alike, must assume responsibility for providing 
an educational environment of the highest standards characterized by a spirit of academic 
honesty.  It is the responsibility of all members of the academic community to behave in a 
manner which encourages learning and promotes honesty and to act with fairness toward others. 
Students should not seek an unfair advantage over other students when completing an 
assignment, taking an examination, or engaging in any other kind of academic activity. 
 
Standards of Conduct: 
Conduct at El Camino College must conform to the laws of the State of California, District 
policies, and campus rules and regulations. The El Camino College faculty, staff, and 
administration are dedicated to maintaining a positive learning environment. Optimal standards 
for behavior are essential to the maintenance of a quality college environment. These standards 
will apply to all students on campus, other college property or while attending any college-
sponsored event. Violation of such laws, policies, rules, and regulations or behavior adversely 
affecting suitability as a student, will lead to disciplinary action. Disciplinary actions as noted in 
Administrative Procedure 5520 may be taken against any person who engages in behavior 
defined as misconduct.  
 
For additional information on Academic Honesty and Standards of Conduct please refer to:  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.
pdf 
 
 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp  
 
 
 

Please Note: There are no “make-up” exams provided in this course.  
Therefore, please make sure that you maintain consistent attendance 
throughout the semester term and are present on all test days.  Please 
note that the instructor reserves the sole right to make changes to the 
scheduled reading and writing assignments as and when such changes 
become necessary. 
 
 
course. 
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Cell Phone Policy 

1. Students may not use their cell phones to accept or make calls while in class. 
2. If cell phones and pagers are brought to class, they must be turned to “silent” or vibration 

mode. 
3. I will review this policy with students at the beginning of the first class period. 
4. Students who do not adhere to this policy will be asked to leave the class.  If it happens a 

second time, the student will be referred to the Vice President of Student Services, and 
will return to class only after the Vice President has cleared him/her to return. 

 


