
El Camino College 

Philosophy 7:  Philosophy of Religion (#2632) 

Spring 2015 

 

Instructor:  Mark Pressman, Ph.D. 

Class:  Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 -- 2:25 p.m. SOCS 210 

Office Hours:  Wednesdays 2:30 -- 4:00 p.m. in ARTB 320 

Email:  hpressman@elcamino.edu 

Website:  pressmanphilosophy.com 

Required books:  Atheism Explained by David Ramsey Steele (2008) and 

Answering Atheism by Trent Horn (2013) 

 

ASSIGNMENTS and POLICIES 

 

 8 in-class Writings (25 points each):     200 points 

 Midterm Essay:      100 points 

 Group Presentation:       50 points 

 Final Essay:       100 points 

 Participation:          50 points 

 

 If you are absent the first day of class, I have the right to drop you.   

 It is the instructor’s right to drop a student absent 4 times (your 

number of absences exceeds the number of units for the course).   

 A student who is enrolled but never attends is still responsible for 

dropping the class. 

 In-class Writings are questions from the readings and class 

discussions.  You are composing short answers to specific 

questions.   

 The Writings are open book.  If you do not have with you in class 

your own copy (paper or digital) of both books for each in-class 

Writing, your Writing loses 10 points, no exceptions. 

 Once you have taken all 8 Writings, I will drop your single lowest 

Writing score and replace it with your next higher score. You 

cannot get rid of a second 0 if you miss more than one Writing, no 

exceptions.  (For example, if your 8 Writing scores are:  21, 20, 0, 

22, 22, 25, 0, 23, then your first 0 will be replaced with a 20, but 

your second 0 will remain 0.)  

 Other than the one drop, there are no other make-ups for Writings 

for any reason.   

 Writings must be written and handed in by the end of class.   

 Your Writing loses 2 points if you forget to put your name on it. 

 If your spelling or grammar keeps me from understanding your 

ideas, or your writing is illegible, your Writing loses points. 

 You have 5 weeks to write each Essay.  Essays are 5-page thinking 

papers in response to specific prompts.  



 The Midterm Essay loses 20 points each week it is late, no 

exceptions.  The Final Essay will not be accepted late since it is 

your Final Exam. 

 Each class without a Writing you earn 2 participation points for 

attendance, the reading, and contributing to the discussions.  If 

you are absent you cannot earn the points.   

 There will be a sign-in sheet on my desk all participation-point 

days.  If you forget to sign-in you cannot earn the points.  

(Everyone starts with 10 points.) 

 The Presentations are 10 minutes with a small group (2-4 

students).  You can choose your topic.  If you miss the sign-up day, 

see me to find out what group you are with.   

 If you miss your presentation, but did work with your group 

beforehand, you earn 25/50 points for the presentation, no 

exceptions. 

 It is your responsibility to check your grades online at the myecc 

student gradebook.  If I input a grade incorrectly, you have 1 week 

to show it to me, otherwise the error stands. 

 Keep all graded work I return until the class is over. 

 The syllabus and essay assignments are located at the website:  

pressmanphilosophy.com 

 Silence all electronics during class. 

 If you need to leave during class, do so quietly. 

 Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will earn a 0 for the 

assignment AND be referred to the Dean for further disciplinary 

action, including a possible permanent notation on your academic 

record or other disciplinary actions. 

 
GRADES 

 

A   448--500 points (90--100%) 

B 398--447 points (80--89%) 

C 348--397 points (70--79%) 

D 298--347 points (60--69%) 

F 0--297 (0--59%) 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

Wed  1-21:   Introduction 

   participation 12 

 

Mon  1-26:   Read Horn Introduction, Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 9--37)  

   and Steele Preface, Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. ix--18)  

   participation 14 

 



Wed  1-28: Read Horn Chapters 8 and 9 

   WRITING #1 

 

Mon  2-2: Read Horn Chapters 10 and 11 

   participation 16 

 

Wed 2-4: Midterm Essay topic distributed and discussed 

   participation 18 

 

Mon  2-9: WRITING #2 

 

Wed  2-11:  Read Horn Chapter 12 and Appendix III 

   participation 20 

 

Mon  2-16: NO CLASS--PRESIDENT’S DAY 

 

Wed  2-18: Read Steele Chapter 3 

   participation 22 

 

Mon  2-23: Read Steele Chapter 4 

   participation 24 

 

Wed  2-25: Read Steele Chapter 5 

   WRITING #3 

 

Mon  3-2: Read Steele Chapter 6 and Horn Appendix II 

   participation 26 

 

Wed 3-4: WRITING #4 

 

Mon  3-9: Read Horn Chapters 13, 14, and 15 

   participation 28 

 

Wed 3-11: Presentation sign-ups 

   MIDTERM ESSAY DUE 

 

Mon 3-16: NO CLASS -- SPRING BREAK 

 

Wed  3-18: NO CLASS -- SPRING BREAK 

 

Mon  3-23: Read Steele Chapters 8, 11, and 12 

   participation 30 

 

Wed  3-25: WRITING #5 

 



Mon  3-30: Read Steele Chapter 9 and Horn Chapter 16 

   participation 32 

 

Wed  4-1: WRITING #6 

 

Mon  4-6: Read Horn Chapters 3 and 5 

   participation 34 

 

Wed  4-8: Final Essay topic distributed and discussed 

   participation 36 

 

Mon  4-13: Read Steele Chapters 13, 16, and 17 

   participation 38 

 

Wed  4-15: WRITING #7 

 

Mon  4-20: PRESENTATIONS 

   participation 40 

 

Wed  4-22: PRESENTATIONS 

   participation 42 

 

Mon  4-27: Read Horn Chapters 6 and 7 

   participation 44 

 

Wed  4-29: Read Steele Chapter 14 

   participation 46 

 

Mon  5-4: Read Steele Chapter 15 

   participation 48 

 

Wed  5-6: WRITING #8 

 

Mon  5-11: Read Steele Chapter 20 and Horn Conclusion 

   participation 50 

 

Wed  5-13: FINAL ESSAY DUE:  I will be in class to collect it. 

 

Course Description:  This course is an introduction to traditional 

philosophical problems connected with religious belief. Issues to be 

discussed are the existence and nature of God; the problems of evil; the 

nature of religious language; the existence of miracles; religious 

experience; and mysticism. The rationality of religious belief will also be 

examined. 

 



COURSE OBJECTIVES:  (1) Recognize and explain the difference between 

the literal and metaphorical use of language occurring in religious 

discourse and texts. (2) Identify and discuss the main areas of 

philosophical conflict that presently exist between religion and science. 

(3) State, analyze, and assess traditional arguments both for and against 

the existence of God.  (4) Analyze traditional arguments both for and 

against the existence of miracles. (5) Evaluate the differing viewpoints 

concerning the appropriate interpretation of divine inspiration of 

scripture. (6) Examine the problem of evil, and critique the various 

theodicies that have been offered in response to it. (7) Explain and 

describe the phenomenon of mysticism, and recognize particular 

examples of it in various religious traditions and literary sources 

throughout the world. (8) Discuss and evaluate proposed attempts to 

reconcile apparent differences between the doctrines, dogmas, and 

practices of major religions throughout the world. (9) Evaluate the 

dominant themes and issues in religious philosophy. (10) Analyze the 

philosophical problems relating to religion. (11) Recognize and evaluate 

the degree of certainty that it is possible to achieve regarding religious 

metaphysical claims. (12) Identify and discuss the metaphysical beliefs of 

the existence of God, souls, heaven and hell, reincarnation, karma, 

merging with the all, and another reality. (13) Recognize and evaluate the 

motivations to believe in an all-good God, and distinguish these from 

arguments or reasons regarding why one should believe in God. (14) 

Assess the concept of faith, distinguish faith from fact, and analyze how 

this understanding moves one toward an attitude of tolerance. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  (1) Distinguishing Foundations- 

Students will be able to distinguish the foundations of belief in physical 

objects vs. metaphysical concepts, such as a God, souls, and heaven and 

hell, and how this understanding fosters both tolerance toward the 

religious beliefs of others and a deeper understanding of their own 

religious beliefs.  (2) Belief in Immortal Souls- Students will be able to 

articulate the arguments for and problems regarding the beliefs in 

immortal souls, heaven and hell. (3) Existence of God- Students will be 

able to describe and explain the major arguments for the existence of 

God, and the primary criticisms of each argument. 

 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS:  

 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by 

the student to the instructor.  A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center.  To 



make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resource Center.   

 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT: 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20 

Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

 

STUDENT RIGHTS AND GRIEVANCES: 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

 

 


