
HISTORY 102 
Wednesday 6 pm to 9:10 pm 

Kirsten Resnick, M.A. 
kresnick@earthlink.net 

Office hours:  5:15 pm to 6 pm Wednesdays 
and after class as needed 

 
Required Reading: 
 Reading material is posted online and will be accessible to students free of charge.  

Access information will be discussed on the first day of class and the link emailed 
to students. 

 
Requirements and Grade Breakdown: 
 Open-Note Quiz (2/11)        5% 

Midterm Examination (3/4)    15% 
 Quizzes on the Reading    15% 

Paper on Family Experiences (3/25)  10% 
Analytical Essay (4/22)    15% 
In-Class Assignments     5% 
Participation      10% 
Final Examination (5/13)    25% 
 

 
History 102 (formerly History 1B)  
United States History from 1877 to the Present  
3 units; 3 hours lecture  
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A  
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC*  
This course is a chronological survey of American history from 1877 to the present, 
focusing on American social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. 
Major topics include culture, ethnic and racial diversity and the role of the United States 
within the context of world history.  
*Note: The maximum UC credit allowed for students completing History 101 and 102 and 
History 110 and 111 and/or History 105 and 106 is one series.  
 
Course Objectives:  
1. Describe and assess the process by which the United States was economically 
transformed and modernized in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 2. Evaluate major 
American political, religious, and cultural values for the 1877 to 1914 period. 3. Compare 
and contrast the changing demography of America from 1877 to 1914 and from 1945 to 
the present. 4. Determine the processes of assimilation and acculturation expected of 
immigrants to the United States from 1900 to the present. 5. Discuss and evaluate the 
interaction of majority and minority groups during the 20th century. 6. Identify and analyze 
the causation, sequence of events, concepts, development, and impact of various 
American political reform movements, such as Populism, Progressivism, the New Deal, 
the Fair Deal, Civil Rights, and the Great Society. 7. Conceptualize and discuss the 
meaning of conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism in American history from the post 
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World War II era to the present. 8. Discuss the evolution of gender roles and evaluate the 
efforts and impact of feminists in the United States from 1877 through the contemporary 
period. 9. Summarize and analyze the development of American foreign policy since 
1890, including imperial expansion and the rise of the United States as a world power and 
leader among a large community of nations. 10. Trace and evaluate United States 
diplomacy and armed conflict through isolationism, imperialism, and collective security 
policies of the 20th century. 11. Compare and contrast the core political and philosophical 
ideas and modes of expression in American culture in the 20th century.  
 
Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of United States History 1877 to the 
present, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a 
written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or 
cultural historical themes or patterns in United States history from 1877 to the present and 
apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary 
sources as evidence to support the thesis.  
 
ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 
accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to 
the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 
accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 
Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, 
contact the Special Resources Center.  
 
Schedule of Topics and Readings: 
Subjects: Introduction; Effects of Civil War; Reconstruction (1/21, 1/28) 
Quiz #1 (class activity on 1/28) 
Please read materials for quiz #1. 

 
Subjects: The West (2/4) 
Quiz #2 (2/4) 
Please read materials for quiz #2. 
 
Subjects: Immigration; Spanish-American War (2/11) 
Open-note quiz (2/11) 
Quiz #3 (2/11) 
Please read materials for quiz #3. 
 
Subjects: 1900's: Victorian Era; Child labor; Muckrakers (2/18) 
Quiz #4 (2/18) 
Please read materials for quiz #4. 
 
Subjects: 1910's: World War I; Minstrelsy; Vaudeville; Coney Island (2/25) 
Quiz #5 (2/25) 
Please read materials for quiz #5. 
 
Midterm (3/4) 
 



Subjects: 1920's: Women's Rights; Prohibition; Flappers; Mobsters (3/11) 
Quiz #6 (3/11) 
Please read materials for quiz #6. 
 
Spring Break (3/18) 
 
Subjects: 1930's: Depression; Dust Bowl; Racism; Surrealism, the Social Problem Movie, 
and Escapism (3/25, 4/1) 
Paper on Family Experiences (due 3/25) 
Quiz #7 (3/25) 
Please read materials for quiz #7. 
 
Subjects:  1940's: World War II; Tuskeqee Airmen; Rosie the Riveter; Internment Camps 
(4/8) 
Quiz #8 (4/8) 
Please read materials for quiz #8. 
 
Subjects: 1950's: Cult of Domesticity; McCarthvism; Bomb Shelters; Rock and Roll and 
Beatniks (4/15) 
Quiz #9 (4/15) 
Please read materials for quiz #9. 
 
Subjects: 1960's: Civil Rights, JFK Assassination, Flower Children (4/22, 4/29) 
Analytical Paper (due 4/22) 
Quiz #10 (4/22) 
Quiz #11 (4/29) 
Please read materials for quizzes #10 and #11. 
 
Subjects: 1970's: Women's Liberation; Vietnam; Watergate; Me Generation (5/6) 
Quiz #12 (5/6) 
Please read materials for quiz #12. 
 
Final Examination (5/13) 



History 102 
Class Requirements 

 
Open-Note Quiz (5%):  Students will write on one out of four possible major topics for 
fifteen minutes using both their notes and readings.  Students should define the topic, 
describe it in as much detail as possible, use evidence from a primary source which 
relates, and tie the topic into a theme of the class.  
 
Midterm Examination (15%):  Students will receive a preparation sheet one week prior to 
the midterm examination.  Preparation sheets will include at least six essay questions and 
twenty-five items to be covered in a multiple-choice section.  During the examination, 
students will answer one of a possible six essay questions and twenty-five multiple-choice 
questions.  Essays will be graded on 1) the use of a thesis, 2) the referencing of primary 
sources or original historical documents to argue that thesis, and 3) the incorporation of 
lecture and primary sources.  Students missing the midterm examination must return to 
class the next session with a doctor's note verifying a medical emergency. 
 
Quizzes on the reading (15%):  Students will be required to respond to multiple-choice 
questions about the reading for that topic.  These quizzes should encourage intelligent 
reading in that students must be able to determine the most important point in a source.  
Mastery of quiz material will carry over into mastery of examinations as an excellent essay 
requires the utilization of primary source or original historical material.  The quiz with the 
lowest score will be dropped.  Students who do not have excessive absences and who 
wish to make up a missed quiz or a lower grade may do the study questions which follow 
each document and turn them in by the final examination date. 
 
Paper on Family Immigration or Experiences (10%):  Using family interviews, students 
will write a paper on one of the following choices:  1)  Students will describe a family 
immigration story either relying on their own story or their relatives' story as their primary 
source.  2)  Students will interview their family about their experiences in this century.  If 
no family is available, the student may use close friends to discuss their experiences.  
Students should decide upon a thesis for his or her choice.   
 
Analytical Essay (15%):  Students will have two choices:  1)  Summarize the arguments 
of two of the essays found in the back of each chapter of the textbook, Major Problems in 
American History.  This textbook is available for two hours at a time in the reserved book 
room section in the library.  Students will then assess the strengths and weaknesses of 
each argument and explain why they agree with one or the other argument.  2)  Create an 
argument using five or more of the primary sources from one quiz. 
 
In-Class Assignments (5%):  Throughout the semester, students will have the 
opportunity to do in-class activities relating to movies we watch, games we play, or 
primary sources we read.  These assignments must be turned in immediately after the 
activity in order to receive credit.  Therefore, absent students will not be able to earn these 
points. 
 
Class Participation (10%): 



Participation:  Lecture is an integral and foundational element of this course.  Therefore, 
students missing three classes or one-half of the number of classes which have already 
met by the drop deadline may be dropped.  (In other words, if our class has met three 
times and the student has missed two classes, the student may be dropped.)  Students 
missing three class meetings (please also see tardy and cell phone penalties) for the total 
semester will lose all participation points (10%) and will not be able to make up credit on 
quizzes missed on the third and additional absences.  In addition, students missing four 
class meetings for the semester will also lose all class activity points (5%). 
 
Tardies:  Tardiness affects learning; therefore, four tardies in the beginning of class or 
after break equal one absence. 
 
Cell phones and text messaging: Cell phone usage does not contribute to a learning 
environment and is distracting to one's fellow students.  Therefore, students texting or 
doing other non-related classroom work during class will receive one-half 
 absence.  Students continuing to engage in activities other than classroom discussion 
(specifically but not exclusively text messaging or other cell phone usage) will also be first 
warned.  A second offense warrants exclusion from the class for the remainder of the 
period and possibly the next class meeting.  A third infraction may lead to expulsion from 
the class. 
 
Final Examination (25%):  The final examination is three parts and will take place over 
two class periods.  The first part will be an essay from the second half of the course.  The 
second part will be an essay covering the entirety of the course.  The third part (taking 
place on the second day) will consist of twenty multiple-choice questions from the second 
half of the course.  A preparation sheet given to students several days prior to the exam 
will cover all possible multiple-choice topics and essays. 

 
Paper Requirements 

 
Papers should adhere to the following: 
1. The paper should be typed, double-spaced, with 1" margins with its pages 

numbered.  It should include a cover sheet which contains the following 
information: 
a. the title of your paper 
b. your name 
c. the date 

2. The family immigration paper and the analytical essay should be at least two pages 
long (500 words) and no more than three pages long.  (I am stricter on the 
minimum than on the maximum page requirement.)  

3. Please proofread your paper several times, and perhaps have a friend proofread it 
as well.  Typographical, spelling, and grammatical errors are distracting and, if 
excessive, could hurt your grade. 

4. Since these papers are short, please do not include quotations that are longer than 
two to three lines.  Be sure to give credit to the source of the quotation or idea by 
including a footnote or an endnote. 

5.         To encourage timeliness, papers received at the end of the class period may 
receive a grade penalty.  Papers received after the due date will be penalized a full 



letter grade for the first class period late and two letter grades for the second class 
period late. 

6. When writing your essay, organize it by including the following three parts:  the 
introduction, the body, and the conclusion. 
a. The introduction should include a thesis statement which tells the reader 

exactly what you intend to discuss and which outlines the general argument 
you will make in your paper.  This is the most important part of the essay.  A 
well-defined thesis statement which is then explained in the body of your 
essay equals a good paper. 

b. The body is a presentation of evidence completed in an organized fashion.  
You must prove your point through evidence.  Don't just include quotations.  
Take the time to explain why you chose this particular piece of evidence and 
how it ties into the bigger picture.  To present an organized argument, be 
sure to include topic sentences for each paragraph which tie into your thesis 
statement. 

c. The conclusion is where you summarize your argument. 
7. One possible way to organize your essay comparing two historical arguments 
follows: 

Paragraph #1 
Overall statement about essays 
Thesis #1 
Thesis #2 
Your thesis about which you believe* to be the stronger essay (who argues their 
point best) 
*There is no right or wrong, just how well you argue your point. 
Paragraph #2 
Thesis #1 
Several sentences supporting what you believe to be the first essay’s thesis 
Paragraph #3 
Thesis #2 
Several sentences supporting what you believe to be the second essay’s thesis 
Paragraph #4 
Compare the two essays 
Paragraph #5 
Summarize and conclude 

8. One possible way to organize your analytical essay based on primary sources 
follows: 

 Paragraph #1 
 Your thesis should consider all five primary sources 
 Paragraph #2-#6  

Each paragraph will analyze one primary source and its contribution to your 
argument 
Paragraph #7 
Summarize and conclude 

 


