
 

Welcome to CDEV 150 Online – Spring 2015 
Survey of Children with Special Needs - Section 4131 

Please read this statement very carefully before you begin this course. 
Through the entry of my username and password I affirm that I am the student who enrolled in 

this course. Furthermore, I affirm that I understand and agree to follow the regulations 
regarding academic integrity and the use of student data as described in the ECC Board Policy 

5500 Academic Honesty and Standards of Conduct that governs student rights and 
responsibilities. Failure to abide by the regulations may result in disciplinary action up to 

expulsion from the college. 

Avoid Being Dropped.  Secure Your Place in this Class.  
Due Sunday, January 25th by 11:45pm. 

1. Post an introduction in Discussions and Private Messages 
2. Carefully read and formally "accept" the syllabus. 

 

    Instructor: Janet Young, Ed.D 

310 660-3593 Ext. 3613    
jyoung@elcamino.edu  

Office ARTB 326B 

                  Office Hours 
Mondays         2:00 to 4:00 

Tuesdays         4:30 to 5:30 (online)   

                          5:30 to 6:30  

Wednesdays   7:00 to 8:00 (online)  

Thursdays        3:30 to 4:00  

 Fridays             9:00 to 9:30am 

Required Text 

Exceptional Lives: Special Education in Today's Schools 7th Edition 
Author: Turnbull       ISBN 978-0-13-282177-3 

Catalog Description 
This course offers an overview of the causes, characteristics, prevalence, and needs of children with mild 

to severe physical, cognitive and behavioral conditions. Topics include the identification of community 

agencies for referral and case management, inclusion of children with special needs into mainstream 

classrooms, and the special needs of gifted and talented children. Students will observe local programs 

that serve children with special needs. 

Course Objectives 

1. Identify causes of physical, learning, behavioral, and emotional problems of children. 
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2. Investigate, observe, and analyze various programs for children with special needs and 
compare approaches. 
 
3. Evaluate the types of testing and criteria for identifying children with special needs. 
 
4. Analyze the classification criteria of children with special needs and determine the specific 
programs that will meet their needs. 
 
5. Design and practice strategies to communicate with parents of children with special needs. 
 
6. Identify important federal legislation related to children with special needs and examine their 
influence on special education in the United States. 
 
7. Define terminology integral to the field of study in special education. 
 
8. Examine the elements of and protocol for Individual Education Plans (IEP). 

Overarching Student Learning Outcomes 

SLO #1 Analyzing Special Education Programs  

Demonstrate an understanding of basic terminology and theoretical perspectives associated 

with special education. 

SLO #2 The Law  

Demonstrate an understanding of the basic premises of the past  and current major legislation 

that regulates and influence special education in the United States. 

SLO #3 Resources  

Locate and evaluate special education resources for children with special needs and their 

families. 

Skills for Success 

In order to succeed in this course you must 
~ have regular and reliable access to a computer and have a back-up plan if you experience 
computer or Internet problems 
~be willing to read, read, and re-read the syllabus and all other posted materials 
~be a self-motivated learner and possess good time management skills 
~ be willing to ask your instructor and classmates questions if you don't understand something 

Dropping this Class 

I am hoping that you all complete this class and have a wonderful, rewarding learning 
experience. However, if you decide to drop this class, it is your responsibility to notify the 
College. This must be done online through MyECC. If you stop participating, but do not formally 
withdraw from the class, you will receive a grade of F. Don't let this happen. Be sure to drop the 
class online. Here is a list of the drop dates. 



 

Drop Dates 

It is your responsibility to notify the college if you wish to drop this class. If you do not drop in 
time, you will receive a "F." Do not let this happen. 

Important Dates 
Last Day to Drop with No Notification on Transcript  
and Enrollment Fee Refund 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Last Day to Apply for Spring Certificate or Graduation  Friday, February 13, 2015 

Last Day to Drop with a “W”  Friday, April 17, 2015 

Managing Your Time 

Please review the due dates for the quizzes and assignments so that you can plan your time 
according. It is important that you keep up with your reading and your assignments so you 
don't fall behind. 
 

Late Exams and Discussions Will Not Be Accepted 

The exams and discussions are open for an entire week. Therefore, there are no exceptions to 
this policy. 

Late Assignments Five (-5) Points Per Day Deducted 

Late assignments (not exams or discussions) are accepted, but five points per day will be 
deducted regardless of the reason. 

American's with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 
students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student 
with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 
identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make 
arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center 

Grading Overview 

In this course, you will be required to: 

 Complete a Practice Quiz (based on the syllabus) 
 Read 16 Chapters 
 Review 16 PowerPoint Presentations 
 Participate in 17 Class Discussions (Introduction and 16 Chapters) 
 Complete 16 Chapter Quizzes (20 multiple choice questions) 
 Complete two Personal Reaction Essay 

Select a movie from a preapproved list write an analysis 
 Conduct Internet research on agencies  that serve children with special needs and 

develop an Agency  PowerPoint Report.  (You may  independently or with a partner.)   

  



  

Quizzes, Discussions, and Assignments 

No Late or Make-Up Quizzes. No exceptions. 
No Late Discussions. No exceptions. 
Five (-5) points per day will be deducted for late assignments regardless of the reason. 
Please plan accordingly. 

Practice Quiz 15 

       Grading Scale 
        513 - 570 = A 
        456 - 512 = B 
        399 - 455 = C 
        342 -399 = D 
        Below 342 = F 

Chapter Exams -  No Late or Make-Up Exams 
(16 quizzes x 20 points each) 

320 

Class Discussions (17 postings x 5 points) 
No Late Discussions 

85 

Personal Reaction Essays 
( 2 x 25 points) 

50 

Movie Analysis  50 

Agency Report 50 

Total 570 points 

Quiz Instructions (Go to "Assignments, Tests, and Surveys" to access the quizzes.) 

You may take these quizzes only ONCE so be sure to read the text and review the materials 
thoroughly before you begin. You will be allowed TWO HOURS to complete each quiz. This is 
more than ample time to complete the 20 questions on each of these quizzes. Please note, that 
when you begin the quiz, you must complete it. Therefore, it is necessary that you plan your 
time accordingly. Even if you log off -- or pause the exam, the time is still ticking away. 

Discussion Instructions 

Go to "Discussions and Private Messages" on the ETUDES menu bar to access the discussion 
questions. Select the Discussion Prompt based on the first letter of your last name. 

Discussions are due every Sunday by 11:45 p.m. (except for the very last one) and should be 
posted after you have carefully read the corresponding chapter. Credit is not given for late 
postings. They are open on Monday mornings so you have plenty of time during the week to 
post your comments.  Do not wait until the last minute.  

You are required to participate in the posted discussions a minimum of 17 times during the 
semester for full credit (5 points per posting x 17 postings = 85 points). 

 You must post one comment for the introduction and for each of the 16 chapters. Pay 
close attention to the due dates. 

 For full credit, a comment must consist of about 60 words (about three complete 
sentences.) Abbreviations are not acceptable. Credit is not given for postings that are 
too brief, that do not relate directly to the discussion, or are posted late. 

 I will review the discussion questions and upgrade your points each week. The computer 
does not automatically grade the discussions. 

 Please respect one another's viewpoints. Try to understand one another -don't work at 
changing someone's mind. 



Directions for Reading Instructor Comments about Your Assignments 
In order to read my comments about your assignment please follow these steps: 
1. Go back into "Assignments, Tests, and Surveys."' 
2. Locate the name of the assignment. 
3. On the far right hand side click on "Review" directly under the points. 
4. You will be able to read my comments. 

Also, whenever you submit an assignment the computer automatically assigns it a zero. This is 
not a very nice thing, but don't think it is your grade. I have to read your assignment and assign 
the points manually. So, when you see the zero it just means you submitted it. 

Formatting Instructions for All Assignments 
Please read carefully as not following these instructions will negatively affect your grade. 
 All assignments must be double-spaced. 
 Use Arial, Calibri, or Times New Roman fonts. 
Use 1 inch margins.  Many WORD documents have the default setting for the margins at 1 ½ 
inches. You will need to change them to 1 inch margins. Pay close attention to page length. 
Your name, the date, or headings do not count toward the minimum page requirement. When 
in doubt, write more so that you will get full credit for the assignment. 

Directions for Accessing Instructions for Assignments 

Go to "Assignments, Tests, and Surveys." Click on "Begin" to access the instructions for each 
assignment. Unlike the exams (where the time keeps ticking away), you can go back into the 
assignments at any time prior to the due date. "begin" you can 

Practice Quiz  (Go to Assignments, Tests, and Surveys for Instructions.) 

(This quiz will reinforce important information in the syllabus and will prepare you for the 
assignments due later in the semester.) 

Personal Reaction Essays (25 points each) 

Go to "Assignments, Tests, and Surveys" and click on "Begin to Access Complete Instructions" 

1. You will be required to read "Shaya's Story" and write a minimum two-page(double-spaced) 
personal reaction essay based on the prompts. 

2. You will be required to watch a YouTube Video "Autism Every Day" and then write a 
minimum two-page (double-spaced) personal reaction essay based on the prompts 
provided.       

To be sure you get full credit, write two full pages and at least one line on the third page to 
make sure you meet the minimum page requirement.   

Movie Analysis (50 points) 
Go to "Assignments, Tests, and Surveys" and click on "Movie Analysis"  and then "Begin" to 
access complete instructions. Select a movie from the list provided by the instructor.  Watch 
the movie and then write an analysis based on the questions provided. 



Agency Report (50 points) 
Go to "Assignments, Tests, and Surveys" and click on "Agency Report" and then "Begin" to 
access complete instructions. For this assignment you are required to visit a program that 
serves children with special needs between the ages of 0 through 22, or their parents, and 
prepare a PowerPoint on the agency. I will provide instructions on how to do this. You can 
either complete this project on your own or with a group of up to four students.  All students in 
the group must visit the site. 

College-Level Writing Requirement 

Well-developed writing skills are essential to your success in college. All papers and projects 
must display college-level writing and must be edited for spelling and grammar. If a paper has 
too many errors, it will negatively affect your grade. If you would like assistance with your 
writing, you can meet with a tutor at the Learning Resource Center in the library or to go to the 
ECC Writing Center. 

  



 

CDEV 150 Reading, Quiz, and Assignment Schedule 

Assigned Reading/Activities Exams and Assignment Due Dates 

 Thursday Due Dates Sunday Due Dates 

Review the syllabus and 
instructions for all assignments 
very carefully. Formally "accept" 
the syllabus by clicking the box at 
the end of the syllabus. 

 Due Sunday, January 25th   
by 11:45pm 

Read and "Accept" 
the Syllabus 

Post Your Introduction 

Read Chapter 1: Overview of 
Today's Special Education 
An Introduction to Special 
Education 

Due Thursday, January 29th   
by 11:45pm 

Practice Quiz 

Due Sunday, Feb. 1st   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 1 Quiz 
Chapter 1 Discussion 

Read Chapter 2: Ensuring Progress 
in the General Education 
Classroom 

 Due Sunday, Feb 8th   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 2 Quiz 
Chapter 2 Discussion 

Read Chapter 3: Today's 
Multicultural, Bilingual, and 
Diverse Schools 

 Due Sunday, Feb 15th   
by 11:45 pm 

Chapter 3 Quiz 
Chapter 3 Discussion 

Read Chapter 4: Today's Families 
and their Partnerships with 
Professionals 

 Due Sunday, Feb 22nd   
by 11:45 pm 

Chapter 4 Quiz 
Chapter 4 Discussion 

Read Chapter 5: Understanding 
Students with Learning Disabilities 

 Due Sunday, March 1st  
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 5 Quiz 
Chapter 5 Discussion 

Read Chapter 6: Understanding 
Students with Communication 
Disorders 

 Due Sunday, March 8th   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 6 Quiz 
Chapter 6 Discussion 

Read Chapter 7: Understanding 
Student with Emotional or 
Behavioral Disorders 

Due Thursday, March 12th   
by 11:45 

Personal Reaction 
Essay #1 Shaya's Story 

Due Sunday, March 22nd   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 7 Quiz 
Chapter 7 Discussion 



Read Chapter 8: Understanding 
Students with Attention-
Deficit/Hyperactive Disorder 

 Due Sunday, March 29th   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 8 Quiz 
Chapter 8 Discussion 

Read Chapter 9: Understanding 
Students with Intellectual 
Disabilities 

Thursday, April 2nd  
by 11:45 pm 

Movie Analysis 

Due Sunday, April 5th   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 9 Quiz 
Chapter 9 Discussion 

Read Chapter 10: Understanding 
Students with Multiple Disabilities 

 Due Sunday, April 12th   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 10 Quiz 
Chapter 10 Discussion 

Read Chapter 11: Understanding 
Students with Autism 

Due Thursday, April 16th   
by 11:45 pm 

Personal Reaction 
Essay #2 YouTube: Autism 

Every Day 

Due Sunday, April 19th   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 11 Quiz 
Chapter 11 Discussion 

Read Chapter 12: Understanding 
Children with Physical Disabilities 
and Other Health Impairments 

 Due Sunday, April 26th   
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 12 Quiz 
Chapter 12 Discussion 

Read Chapter 13: Understanding 
Children with Traumatic Brain 
Injury 

Due Thursday April 30th   
  by 11:45 pm 

Agency PPT Report 

Due Sunday, May 3rd  
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 13 Quiz 
Chapter 13 Discussion 

Read Chapter 14: Understanding 
Students with Hearing Loss 

 Due Sunday, May 10th    
by 11:45pm 

Chapter 14 Quiz 
Chapter 14 Discussion 

Read Chapter 15: Understanding 
Students with Visual Impairments  

Read Chapter 16: Understanding 
Students who are Gifted and 
Talented 

 
Due Thursday May 14th   

by 11:45pm 
Chapter  15 and 16 Quiz 

Chapter 15 and 16 Discussions 

  


