
SOCIOLOGY 101 – INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 
Section  2924 11:15 – 12:40 MW – ARTB 317 
Section  2944  2:00 – 3:25 MW – ARTB 317 

 
Professor:  Stacey L. Allen 
Office:  ARTB 328 C    
Office hours:  Monday & Wednesday 12:40-1:40; Monday – Thursday 3:30-4:00 
Phone:  (310) 660-3593 ext. 3575  
E-mail:  sallen@elcamino.edu 
My Team Site:  Log in to MyECC (Team Site will be updated each week by 5:00 pm on Sunday) 
Semester: Spring 2017 
 
Course Description:  In this course students analyze the influence of the social environment on behavior and social life 
using sociological theoretical perspectives. Components of social structure and social culture are critically examined 
through sociological theories and concepts including socialization, deviance, social institutions, and social change.  
Inequalities based on issues such as social class, race, ethnicity, gender, and age will also be analyzed. 
 
Course Prerequisite:  Eligibility for English 1A 
 
Required Text:  
Ferris, Kerry and Jill Stein.  The Real World: an Introduction to Sociology.  5nd Edition. W.W. Norton & Company. 2016. 
 
Required Materials:  8 Scantrons Form No. 882-E and a No. 2 pencil 
 
 

Course Objectives 
Upon completion of this course students should be able to: 

1. Define and describe sociology as a field of study and distinguish it from other disciplines in the social sciences.  
2. Explain and apply the sociological imagination as defined by C. Wright Mills.  
3. Identify and describe key theoretical perspectives in sociology, including functionalism, conflict, and 

interactionism. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each perspective relative to a variety of social situational 
circumstances.  

4. Identify and analyze prominent classic theorists in sociology, such as Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile 
Durkheim, as well as contemporary theorists, such as Peter Berger, George Ritzer, and Talcott Parsons and their 
contributions to the field of sociology.  

5. Identify the six steps in the scientific method and distinguish between qualitative and quantitative research 
methods.  

6. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of research methodologies sociologists use to gather and analyze data.  
7. Articulate dimensions of material and nonmaterial culture, including norms, values, and symbols.  
8. Classify and define micro and macro elements of social structure, including status, role, social groups, 

organizations, and institutions.  
9. Identify agents of socialization and describe the process of socialization throughout the life course. Explain the 

“nature vs. nurture” debate and assess socialization theories of human development.  
10. Define deviance and social control. Identify and apply theories used to explain deviant behavior.  
11. Demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts relating to social stratification and inequality.  
12. Describe major social institutions and evaluate their impact on individuals and groups in American society. 

Discuss historical and contemporary changes in these institutions.  
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of theoretical perspectives and apply 

sociological perspectives such as functionalism, conflict theory, and interactionism to social scenarios. 
 

2. Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts, such as social structure, 
culture, socialization, deviance, and social stratification by applying them to social scenarios. 
 

mailto:sallen@elcamino.cc.ca.us
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Resources for Student Success 
 

Student Resources: Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College resources to help 
you succeed include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and services for designated groups, such as 
veterans and students with disabilities. For a comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support Programs, 
visit: http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 
 
 
Students with disabilities:  El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 
students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. To make arrangements for 
academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center (SRC).  For more information about the SRC 
visit: http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/ 
 
 
Writing Center:  El Camino College provides free writing and Internet assistance in the Writing Center located 
in Humanities 122. It is strongly recommended that students take advantage of these services.  
The Writing Center will be open beginning on Monday, September 12th during the following hours: 
• Drop-in tutoring available:  Monday – Thursday, 7:00AM – 12:40PM and 1:30PM – 5:40PM  

o Must bring assignment sheet or prompt for writing assistance 
• Computer availability:  Monday – Thursday, 7:00AM – 6:00PM 

o Flash drive required to save work 
• Student ID with current sticker required for all Writing Center services 
For more information, visit: http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/humanities/writingcenter/ 
  
 
Student Success Act: New state regulations may affect your eligibility for financial aid, your registration 
priority, and your ability to repeat classes.  For more information, visit: 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf.  After completing 15 units or prior 
to the end of the third semester, all students must declare a major and complete a comprehensive educational 
plan. Schedule an appointment to see a counselor for an up-to-date educational plan by visiting: 
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp. 
 
 
Title IX Employee Reporting:  You should know that if you reveal gender-based or sexual harassment, sexual 
assault, stalking or intimate partner violence to any instructor, we are required by law to report the problem to 
the Office of Staff and Student Diversity. However, psychologists are not required to report to the Office of 
Staff and Student Diversity. You can call the Student Health Center at (310) 660-3643 or visit their website: 
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health for more information about psychological services. 
 
 
Corresponding with Professor Allen:  Please include the course section number in the subject line when 
corresponding via email and be sure to compose your email by following general rules of “netiquette.”  When 
leaving a voicemail please include your name, telephone number and your class section number.  Discussing 
student grades is strongly encouraged during office hours; however, student grades will not be discussed 
online.  It is strongly encouraged that students check their MyECC email regularly as well as the Team Site for 
class announcements and updates. 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/humanities/writingcenter/
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health
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Professor Allen’s Teaching Philosophy 
 As a professor of sociology and women’s studies, I am dedicated to student-centered pedagogy.  To me this 
means making student success my top priority by creating a learning environment that is engaging, 
collaborative, and challenging. It is imperative to me that students are able to connect their lived experiences to 
class material. To support this enterprise, it is my mission that students hone their research, writing, and 
critical thinking skills in my classes. Ultimately, I hope that my student-centered pedagogy encourages a strong 
sense of personal responsibility in students and inspires them to be compassionate human beings and agents of 
social change.  

Class Policies 
The ultimate purpose of these policies is to create an environment of  

community, fairness, and mutual respect! 
 

• All typed assignments must be submitted on turnitin.com AND in class.  Zero credit will be given to 
assignments not submitted on turnitin.com.   
 

• Make-ups for missed in-class assignments, quizzes, or exams will not be permitted unless arrangements are 
made with the instructor in advance. 

 
• Excessive tardies and/or absences will not be tolerated. Students with excessive absences may be dropped 

from the class.  Students who arrive late on the day of a quiz or exam may be disqualified from taking the 
quiz or exam.   

 
• If you arrive to class late, please take the first available desk closest to the door.  If you must leave class 

early, please notify the instructor before class begins and sit in a desk close to the door to minimize 
distractions. 

 
• If absent from class, it is the student’s responsibility to consult the Team Site and classmates to obtain 

missed lecture material and announcements, and to notify the instructor of absence.   
 

• Please refrain from interrupting or engaging in personal conversations during class. You will be asked to 
leave class if you are disruptive.      

 
• Respect your fellow classmates.  We will discuss controversial issues and topics often in class; please be 

aware that not everyone will share your point of view.  Please show respect to those whose opinions may 
differ from yours. 

 
• All electronic devices including cell phones must be turned off and put away during class.  Lectures 

may not be recorded without permission from the instructor. 
 
• Cheating of any kind, including plagiarism will NOT be tolerated!   

 
 
 
 

Please refer to: http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 
concerning ECC policies regarding Student Code of Conduct and Academic Honesty. 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp
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Assignments and Evaluation 
 
Participation:  Participation and attendance are vital to student success in this course.  Students are expected to 
come to each class prepared to participate in class discussions as well as small group discussions and activities. 
         20 points possible 
 
 
Assignments:  The course will include both in-class and out-of-class assignments.  Students must be present to 
complete in-class writing assignments; make-ups will not be given for students with unexcused absences. 
College level writing is expected for all assignments.  All out-of-class assignments must be typed in assigned 
format and submitted on turnitin.com.  See page 6 of syllabus for instructions on setting up a turnitin.com 
account.          150 points possible altogether 
 
 
Quizzes:  Four true/false quizzes will be administered during the semester.  Only your top three quiz scores will 
count towards your final grade in the class.  Students are required to bring a Scantron Form No. 882-E and a 
sharpened no. 2 pencil to each quiz.  Quiz dates will be announced on a weekly basis.    

10 points possible for each quiz  
 
 
Exams:  Four exams will be administered during the semester, each consisting of 50 multiple-choice questions.  
Only your top three scores will count towards your final grade in the class.  Students are required to bring a 
Scantron Form No. 882-E and a sharpened no. 2 pencil to each exam.       

50 points possible for each exam 
  
    

Exam and Application Paper Grading Scale: 
     50 – 45 = A 
     44 – 40 = B 
     39 – 35 = C 
     34 – 30 = D 
     29 –   0 = F 
 
 
 
Overall Point Totals:    Overall Grading Scale: 
Participation     20 points  350-315 = A  100-90%  Excellent 
Assignments                150 points  314-280 = B   89-80%   Good 
Quizzes     30 points  279-245 = C   79-70%   Satisfactory 
Exams    150 points  244-210 = D   69-60%   Passing 
       209– 0   =  F    59-0%    Failing 
  TOTAL 350 points 
 

 
 Extra Credit:  On occasion, extra credit assignments will be 

available.  Please note that the maximum number of extra credit 
points earned during the semester may not exceed 15. 
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Schedule 
(Subject to Change) 

Please read all assigned reading prior to the first class session of each week. 
Week Dates Assigned Reading Assignments/Exams 

1 2/13 & 2/15 Welcome to the Spring Semester! Visit My Team Site  
Set up turnitin.com account 

 2/20 Washington’s Day Campus Closed 

2 2/22 Part 1: Thinking Sociologically  
Ch. 1 – Sociology and the Real World Last day to add classes Feb 24th  

3 2/27 & 3/1 Ch. 1 – Sociology and the Real World   

4 3/6 & 3/8 
Ch. 2 – Sociological Research Methods 
Part II:  Framing Social Life 
Ch. 3 – Culture 

 

5 3/13 & 3/15 Ch. 3 – Culture Exam #1 Ch. 1-3 

6 3/20 & 3/22 Ch. 4 – Socialization  

7 3/27 & 3/29 Ch. 4 – Socialization 
Ch. 5 – Groups Status Set in class 3/27 

8 4/3 & 4/5 Ch. 5 – Groups 
Ch. 6 – Deviance  

  SPRING BREAK   

9 4/17 & 4/19 Ch. 6 – Deviance  

10 4/24 & 4/26 Part III:  Understanding Inequality  
Ch. 7 – Social Class   Exam #2 Ch. 4-6 

 11 5/1 & 5/3 Ch. 7 – Social Class  

12 5/8 & 5/10 Ch. 8 – Race and Ethnicity  

 5/12  Last day to drop with a “W” 

13 5/15 & 5/17 Ch. 9 – Gender and Sexuality  

14 5/22 & 5/24  Ch. 9 – Gender and Sexuality Exam #3 Ch. 7-9 

 5/29 Memorial Day Campus Closed 

15 5/31 
Part IV:  Social Institutions 
Ch. 10 – Social Institutions   
Ch. 12 – Family 

 

16 6/5 & 6/7 Ch. 16 – Social Change Exam #4 Ch. 10, 12, 16 
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SETTING UP YOUR TURNITIN.COM ACCOUNT 
Setting up a Turnitin account is VERY SIMPLE  

Enrolling in a Class 
Students must enroll in a class before they can begin using Turnitin.com. In order to enroll in a class the student must 
have the class id and enrollment password: 

Sociology 101 Section 2924 (11:15-12:40 MW):  Class id: 14641605  Enrollment Password 2924 
Sociology 101 Section 2944 (2:00-3:25 MW):      Class id: 14641608  Enrollment Password 2944 

 
How to create a new user profile and enroll in a class 

1. Click the “Create Account” link to the left of the Sign in button on the Turnitin homepage 

 

2. Click on the student link from the Create a New Turnitin Account screen 

 

3. Enter your class id and enrollment password in the appropriate fields 

 

4. Enter your first name, your last name, and the e-mail address you would like associated with your Turnitin 
account (this will be your user name) 

 

5. Enter (and re-enter) the password you would like to use as your Turnitin login password 

 

6. Select a secret question using the secret question pull down menu, enter an answer 

 

7. Review the Turnitin user agreement and click to agree and finalize user profile creation< 

 
Students with pre-existing user profiles can use the “enroll in a class” tab to enroll in additional classes.   
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Student id# _____________       ______________________________ 
          Last name,  First name 

Grade Tracker 
 

Keep track of your scores throughout the semester. 
 
 

 

 
 
To calculate your grade at any time during the semester add all of your scores and divide by the total possible 
points at that particular time.  Keep in mind that your lowest quiz and exam score will be dropped at the end of 
the semester. 
 
It is strongly recommended that you keep track of your grades throughout the semester and 
speak to Professor Allen during office hours if at any time there is concern for your progress in 
this class!    
 

Quizzes score Exams score 

Quiz #1  Exam #1  

Quiz #2  Exam #2  

Quiz #3  Exam #3  

Quiz #4  Exam #4  

Add scores  Add scores  

Subtract lowest score  Subtract lowest score  

Quiz Total (30)  Exam Total (150)  

    

Assignments    

UC Personal Statement (10)  Overall Total  

Status Set (10)  (Add Total from each category)  

 VDQ #1 (10)  Assignment total (150)  

VDQ #2 (10)  Quiz total (30)  

VDQ #3 (10)  Exam total (150)  

Application Paper #1 (50)  Participation & Attendance (20)  

Application Paper #2 (50)  Extra credit (15)  

Assignment Total (150)  Total points earned (350)  

  Grade  


	Exams    150 points  244-210 = D   69-60%   Passing
	TOTAL 350 points
	How to create a new user profile and enroll in a class

	To calculate your grade at any time during the semester add all of your scores and divide by the total possible points at that particular time.  Keep in mind that your lowest quiz and exam score will be dropped at the end of the semester.
	It is strongly recommended that you keep track of your grades throughout the semester and speak to Professor Allen during office hours if at any time there is concern for your progress in this class!

