
Prof.  J. Alvizo – Arrieta   OFFICE: ARTB 320  

PHONE: (310) 660-3593 ext. 4569    E-mail: jarrieta@elcamino.edu  

History 122: United States Social History: Cultural Pluralism in America  

Course Description 

This course surveys the role and contributions of ethnic groups and racial minorities to United States 

history. Emphasis is placed on these groups’ cultural interaction with the American way of life from 

colonial times to the present. Focus will also be given to the ways that race and ethnicity have shaped 

personal lives, communities, the nation, and international relations.  

Course Text 

Natives and Strangers: A History of Ethnic Americans by Roger L Nichols and David M. Reimers  

MyEcc: Online Readings 

Course Measurements 

6 Article Summaries (6 pts each)    60 pts 

8 Discussion (10 pts each)     80 pts 

5 Video Responses (20 pts each)     100 pts 

8 Cooperative Learning Communities (20 pts each)  160 pts 

2 Quizzes (from course text: 100 pts each)   200 pts 

Final Exam       100 pts 

Grading Scale: 

A: 620-570, B: 569-519, C: 468-418, D: 367-317, F: 316-0 

 

Course objectives:  

1. Assess the influence of race and ethnicity in shaping the American way of life.  

2. Evaluate the significance of immigration in redefining American culture from colonial times to the 

present.  

3. Analyze the dominant society’s political, social, economic, and legal stratification of ethnic groups and 

racial minorities in American history.  

4. Compare and contrast the status of European and African immigrants in colonial society.  

5. Discuss and assess government policies for American Indians in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  

6. Identify and describe the contributions of major ethnic groups and racial minorities to United States 

history.  



7. Analyze the debate over cultural pluralism in recent American history.  

8. Explain and assess the cultural consequences of the assimilation process on immigrant groups.  

9. Compare and contrast the economic, political, and cultural experience of Asian, European and Mexican 

immigrants to the United States in the latter half of the nineteenth century through the early twentieth 

century.  

10. Identify the relationship among racial minorities in the American West during the latter half of the 

nineteenth century.  

11. Evaluate the influence of the civil rights movement of the twentieth century on American social 

attitudes.  

12. Analyze differences and similarities between pre-1945 immigration to the United States and recent 

immigrants from the Middle East, Latin America, and Southeast Asia.  

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Upon completion of United States Social History: Cultural Pluralism in America, students will be able to 

develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains 

major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in the history of ethnic and 

racial minorities in the United States and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary 

and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis.  

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 

with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who 

would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the 

instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, 

contact the Special Resources Center.  

Week One  

Course Introduction  

Theory: Basic Concepts  

Understanding Cultural Pluralism: Pluralism, Diversity (Plurality) And Me 

Class Exercises: Who Am I 

Inventorying Your Life Experience with Difference 

• Introduce ourselves and each other 

• Explore issues related to belonging and dialogue about that experience 

• Understand the elements of effective dialogue 

1
st
 Workshop: How to take notes & How to summarize course readings? 

Read: (1
st
 summary) 

1. The Idea of Pluralism in the United States by Richard Norman 



 

Week Two  

Theory: Social and Ethnic Stratification  

Majority and Minority groups 

Understanding Cultural Pluralism 

1
st
 Discussion: Shared experiences (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QXyyj1RiCE) 

1
st
 Cooperative Learning Community: Mini research paper on American culture/cultural patterns  

Purpose: to examine the overarching characteristics of "American" culture for the purpose of 

understanding where your cultural values come from.   

 While each person has individual traits within his or her culture, the society as a group 

has overarching norms and values that the majority of its citizens abide by.  You may not 

recognize the values of your own culture until you leave it and are faced with differences that 

you are not comfortable with.  Research reported cultural patterns of American society and 

reflect upon the values that the society espouses (time, space, gestures, body distance, values, 

attitudes, morals, beliefs, etc.).  What are they? Can you relate to them; do you agree or disagree?  

How are these values reflected in the accepted behavior of American citizens?  How do others 

see us?  What do "other" people think about Americans? Analyze what you learn and describe 

how American values color your beliefs, what you cherish, what you resent, how you behave, 

how you react to people criticizing the Unites States, or the government, or the way we live in 

this country.  After learning about these generally accepted cultural traits and values, reflect upon 

what they mean to you.  Use at least 5 references (make sure they are refereed or professional 

journals and not someone's opinion on the Internet) and cite them using the APA 5th edition. 

2
nd

 Discussion: White People 

2
nd

 Workshop: How to do a Cultural Biography 

Read (2
nd

 summary):  

1. Racial and Ethnic Relations in Theoretical Perspective by Joe R. Feagin and Clairece  

 

3
rd

 Discussion: “Imagine a Country” Booher Feagin  

Read: Imagine a Country” by Holly Sklar, in Z Magazine (July/August 1997). 

 

Week Three  

Theory: Discrimination and Prejudice  

17th century America, 1600-1700  

Coming of the English: Indians and Anglo Americans 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QXyyj1RiCE


Attracting settlers 

Development of Slavery and Racism 

Colonial Structure 

Racial Minorities and the Revolution 

4
th

 Discussion: Opposing View Points 

1. Native View (articles will be assigned) 

2. Colonist View (articles will be assigned) 

1
st
 Video: We Shall Remain - After the Mayflower 

Read:  

1. Dinnerstein, Chapt. 1.  

Week Four  

18th century America, 1701-1788  

New Situation, Territorial Growth & Indian Relations 

Southern Antislavery Falters 

Slavery in the Old South 

Poor Whites 

1
st
 Primary documents: What Can You Get by War: Powhatan Exchanges Views With Captain John 

Smith, 1608" 

Read:  

1. Living With the Indians 

2. Colonial America in the Eighteenth Century by James Lemon 

3. Dinnerstein, Chapt. 2  

Week Five  

1780-1836: The New Republic  

Indian Relations & Northern Anti-Slavery Succeeds 

Immigration and Assimilation: Fear and Foreigners 

The Movement West 

Urban and Industrial Growth, Free Blacks in the North & Renewal of Immigration 

Manifest Destiny 

5
th

 Discussions: Race and Colonial America & Anti-Immigrant Sentiment  



2
nd

 Video: The Searchers 

2
nd

 Primary Source: St. John de Crevecoeur, J. Hector, 1735-1813. Letters from an American farmer : 

What is an American? 

6
th

 Discussion: What is an American? 

Read: 

1. Dinnerstein, Chapt. 3  

3
rd

 Summary: (Chose one of the two) 

1. Manifest Destiny: Noble Ideal or Excuse for Imperialist Expansion? Margaret Van Horn Dwight, 

John Walker, Samuel F. B. Morse and John Doyle 

2.  Immigration and Immigrants: Anti-immigrant Sentiment by David H. Bennett 

2
nd

 Cooperative Learning Community: Personal Narrative: 

Find out what you can of your family’s story of migrating to this country. (If you yourself 

immigrated to this country, you will write the narrative in the first person). You may want to pick one 

side of the family, or one ancestor in particular to write about: Where did they come from? Why did they 

leave their country of origin? When did they come to the United States? Where did they first settle? 

Where did they first arrive? Did they/you come back and forth? How old were they? Did they come alone 

or with other family members? What issue or issues did they face on the journey or upon arrival?  

Write a one page personal narrative for your portfolio describing your family’s story. Do not 

make up a story. If you do not know and cannot ask a relative, write everything you do know, and then 

finish the essay by writing about what it feels like to not know this information, and why you think you 

may not know these stories in your family 

Where does my family fit on the immigration timeline? 

Week Six  

1837-1877: Westward Expansion  

Settlement Patterns & The German and Irish 

The Mining Frontier, The Chinese & The Railroads 

The Civil War 

Postwar Immigration, Anti- Catholicism & Political Nativism 

3
rd

 Video: PBS, Destination America: The Earth is the Lord’s  

3
rd

 Primary Source: California land Titles 

Read:  

1. Dinnerstein, Chapt 4  

Quiz #1 ( Review Chapters 1-4) 



 

3
rd

 Cooperative Learning Community: Cultural biography      

Purpose: to begin to explore and define who you are, culturally speaking.  As a result of this 

paper, you should be able to describe who you are, your cultural beliefs, how your cultural 

background impacts your world view, and your interaction with individuals from other cultures. 

  How would you describe yourself in terms of heritage?  Are you primarily from one 

cultural group (e.g. Hispanic, Irish, Italian)?  What languages do you or did you speak at home?  

Did your grandparents speak another language? Have you been influenced by other cultures, and 

if so, how?  What events in your upbringing can you think of that influenced your cultural 

identity? Did you travel to foreign places? Did your family encourage you to value and explore 

outside your own culture?  Were you raised to believe that the United States was the best country 

in the world? How does this make you feel about every other culture? 

 How are you or your family different from other people you know?  What surface 

cultural manifestations (clothing, food, music, dress, customs, etc) or deep cultural traits 

(behaviors, religious beliefs, gender role, health or hygiene habits, etc.) guide your behavior?  

How are your or you family different from your peers with regard to your outlook on life and 

daily occurrences, fundamental beliefs, value systems, norms, and your communication style? 

 What part of your upbringing is unique?  How did/does your family celebrate or mark 

holidays, births, deaths, weddings, christenings, graduations, tragedies, age markers (bar/bat 

mitzvah, quinceanera, etc) or other historically significant occurrences? 

 As a result of your own cultural upbringing, how does your cultural identity affect your 

communication with others from the "American" mainstream culture and with individuals from 

cultures other than your own?  

 

Week Seven  

1837-1877: Slavery, the Civil War and Reconstruction  

Industrial Expansion 

Uprooted People, Immigrant settlements & The New immigrants 

Ranching and Farmers 

Black Migration North 

Japanese, Korean, Mexicans, Filipinos and other immigrants 

 

 

 



4
th

 Primary Source: 

1. The Women Who Went to the Field BY CLARA BARTON 

2. President Lincoln visiting the battlefield at Antietam, Md., October 3, 1862. General 

McClellan and 15 members of his staff are in the group. Photographed by Alexander 

Gardner. 165-SB-23. 

3. The 26th U.S. Colored Volunteer Infantry on parade, Camp William Penn, Pa., 1865. 

165-C-692. 

4. Amputation being performed in a hospital tent, Gettysburg, July 1863. 79-T-2265. 

5. Union and Confederate dead, Gettysburg Battlefield, Pa., July 1863. Photographed by 

Timothy H. O'Sullivan. 165-SB-36. 

Week Eight  

Race Relations in the South, 1878-1900  

Wages, Working Conditions &The Tenement District 

Black Associations 

Cultural and Recreational Activities 

Parochial, Public and Indian Education 

The Minority Press & Maintaining Old World Ties 

Politics, Social Mobility and Assimilation 

4
th

 Summary: (Combine both readings) 

1. Chapter III: Of Mr. Booker T. Washington and Others  by W.E.B. Du Bois  

2. Lynching in all phases (13 February 1893) Ida B. Wells (Primary source) 

3. Dinnerstein, Chapt. 6.  

Cooperative Learning Community: Intercultural analysis   

Purpose: to observe a cultural experience and interpret events as a result of the interaction.  

  Go somewhere where you can observe authentic daily life interactions and write detailed 

descriptions about three culturally influenced experiences. Write about cultural observations, 

encounters, and/or conversations that involve interactions through music, video, television, 

interpersonal relationships, in cafeterias, restaurants, cafes, libraries, etc.  Notice facial 

expressions, whether or not individuals touch each other, where they touch each other, if they 

kiss cheeks, slap backs, shake hands, if they look each other in the eyes or gaze away, gestures, 

how they use their hands, eyes, shoulders etc., posture, how close they stand to each other, 

speech (volume, tone and pitch), posture, distance apart, and which direction their bodies face. 

Make notations that mention occurrences like: kissed each other on the cheeks three times; gazed 

off in the distance while woman talked to man; appeared nervous; wrung hands, etc. 



Week Nine 

1878-1900: American Imperialism  

Patterns of Ethnic Relations: Assimilation and Pluralism 

Pseudoscientific Racism, Jim Crowism &Treatment of Indians 

Attitudes towards Europeans, Interethnic Conflict & Religious bigotry 

WWI 

Immigration Restrictions, The Mexican Experience & Economic Depression and Increase Tensions 

Concentration Camps U.S.A. 

5
th

 Primary Source:  

1. Josiah Strong, From Our Country (1885) 

2. The Destiny of a Race, Thomas Hart Benton c. 1840 

3. Individual Assignment: American Imperialism and Political Cartoons  

4. Rudyard Kipling, The White Man's Burden, 1899 

5.  Nina Simone: Old Jim Crow 

Read: 

1. Dinnerstein, Chapt. 7 

4
th

 Cooperative Learning Community: Intercultural film review   

Purpose: To analyze a foreign movie from a cultural perspective. 

 Select a feature-length film about a culture other than your own.  Try to find a film where the 

story is set in the respective country or culture. Name the film, director, location, year, characters, 

protagonist, etc.  Study the communication that occurs between the characters in the film and identify the 

effects of cultural patterns, perception, verbal codes, nonverbal codes, and roles in interpersonal 

communication.  In other words, you are to come up with a description and analysis of the 

communication that occurs within that culture.  Some questions to guide you are:  

 Try to discern cultural patterns in the film. Can you determine what cultural values are prominent 

by watching the behavior of the characters?  What behaviors give you clues as to what is important in the 

culture?  Give specific examples to prove your point. Are there any special features to the verbal codes 

used by the characters? Describe the nonverbal communication used in the film. What is the relationship 

between elders and younger people, man and women, boys and girls?  How do they treat one another?   

 What is the purpose of the film?  What message is conveyed?  Who are the major characters? 

Describe them.  Can you identify with any of the characters?  Why or why not? What is the setting and 

time frame of the story?  Is it important to the plot?  What is the theme?  Is there a character struggle?  

What problems do the characters face? Is because of a struggle?  Can you relate to the problems?  Why or 

why not?  What is your reaction to or opinion of the film?  Can you relate or identify with the story/plot?   

Why or why not? Explain and justify your response/opinion. 



 

Week Ten 

1878-1900: Immigration and the Foundation of the American Ethnic Minority 

7
th

 Group Discussion: Social Darwinism and Stereotypes  

4
th

 Video: PBS, Destination America: The Golden Door  

5
th

 Summary:  

1. Naturalization of Slavery and Discrimination in the United States: An Analysis of the 

Roles of Protestantism. Capitalism and Social Darwinism in the Formation of Demeaning 

Black Stereotypes by Maryam Soltan Beyad 

Week Eleven  

1901-1929: The Critical Period  

Group Discussion: Americanization, Pluralism, and Exclusion  

5
th

 Video: The Symbol Of the Unconquered by Oscar Micheaux 

5
th

 Cooperative Learning Community: Intercultural film review  

Purpose: To analyze a foreign movie from a cultural perspective. 

 Select a feature-length film about a culture other than your own.  Try to find a film where 

the story is set in the respective country or culture. Name the film, director, location, year, 

characters, protagonist, etc.  Study the communication that occurs between the characters in the 

film and identify the effects of cultural patterns, perception, verbal codes, nonverbal codes, and 

roles in interpersonal communication.  In other words, you are to come up with a description and 

analysis of the communication that occurs within that culture.  Some questions to guide you are:  

 Try to discern cultural patterns in the film. Can you determine what cultural values are 

prominent by watching the behavior of the characters?  What behaviors give you clues as to what 

is important in the culture?  Give specific examples to prove your point. Are there any special 

features to the verbal codes used by the characters? Describe the nonverbal communication used 

in the film. What is the relationship between elders and younger people, man and women, boys 

and girls?  How do they treat one another?   

 What is the purpose of the film?  What message is conveyed?  Who are the major 

characters? Describe them.  Can you identify with any of the characters?  Why or why not? What 

is the setting and time frame of the story?  Is it important to the plot?  What is the theme?  Is 

there a character struggle?  What problems do the characters face? Is because of a struggle?  Can 

you relate to the problems?  Why or why not?  What is your reaction to or opinion of the film?  

Can you relate or identify with the story/plot?   Why or why not? Explain and justify your 

response/opinion. 

Read:  



1. Immigration and Assimilation 

Week Twelve  

The Great Depression and World War II  

White Ethnic America 

The Impact of WWII 

Southerners Move North, Suburbs and the Rise of the Sun Belt and the West, American Indian Migration 

Renewed European immigration 

Prosperity and Mobility, Retaining Ethnic Ties & Ethnic Groups and Politics 

6
th

 Summary. The United States Homefront during World War II 

Read: Dinnerstein, Chapt. 8  

Quiz 2 ( Review Chapters 5 to 8) 

6
th

 Cooperative Learning Community: Intercultural journal  

Purpose: to observe daily life and recognize the pervasive role culture plays in our lives 

   Keep a cultural journal for ONE WEEK. Describe your daily experiences that you 

observe as being influenced in some way by culture.  Notice how you drive, eat, study, date, go 

out with friends, family; notice how you interact with your parents, boss, professors, boyfriend, 

girlfriend, peers, etc.  Everything you do is influenced by your culture.  Try to explain the 

cultural connection. 

Week Thirteen 

Hispanic Americans  

The Deprived Minorities & Towards Civil Rights 

The Movement for Black Power 

Post-Civil Rights Era 

The Hispanics, Asians, Indians, and White Ethnic Groups 

6
th

 Primary Source: Nina Simone - Mississippi Goddam, Nina Simone- Don’t let me be Misunderstood, 

Johnny Cash - The ballad of Ira Hayes 

7
th

 Cooperative Learning Community: Intercultural story analysis  

Purpose: to review a book excerpt, a short story, cartoon, a poem, a song, or a children's story 

from another cultural perspective 

 Choose a short story, a popular cartoon, a song, a poem, or a children's story from 

another cultural perspective. The report should begin with a description of your choice of 



publication, where it is from, the year it was written, the locale, the main topic, and your reason 

for choosing this particular genre and selection.  Explain the background in detail, and describe 

the context in which it is written.  Include a detailed analysis of the plot/theme of your chosen 

selection, the characters and or subjects involved in the piece.  What is the plot about?  Give an 

overview.  Look for cultural patterns that depict the principles of the culture to which your 

selection is from. Summarize the main points, paraphrase and quote highlights of the work to 

show your point.  What are the key features of cultural patterns the author writes about?  What 

does the author try to prove? Show evidence of this by citing examples. What can you tell us 

about the culture, based on reading this story? Cite your references using APA 5th edition. 

Read: 

1. Dinnerstein, Chapt. 9  

Week Fourteen  

The Civil Rights Movement: The Early Years  

Black, Brown, Yellow and Red Power Movements 

Other Social Movements 

7
th

 Primary Source: Jill Scott- Heron, The Revolution will not be Televised. Sly & the Family Stone 

Everyday People, Malcolm X, Huey Newton, 

8
th

 Cooperative Learning Community: Cultural field study paper and presentation 

Purpose: to examine and reflect upon the overarching characteristics of culture that are new or 

foreign to you and compare them to the American culture  

 Choose a culture that interests you and write a mini research paper.  What are the societal 

values of this culture?  As you researched the American culture, apply the same investigational 

techniques to your chosen culture of interest. What are the fundamental principles that govern 

this society?  What do the people value? Customs? Mores? Behavior? Gestures, body language, 

time orientation, interpersonal interaction, familial values, surface culture and deep culture, 

among other components of culture should be addressed.  How does this culture compare to the 

American culture? 

  

Week Fifteen  

The 1980s & 1990s  

Renewed Anxiety over Immigrants 

Civil Unrest: L.A. Riots 

7
th

 Primary Source: The Clash I'm So Bored with the U.S.A. 

Read:  



1. Dinnerstein, Chapt. 10  

2. Miles Corwin, “Understanding the LA Riot”  

3. Stephanie Chavez, “Trial Transcript from the O.J. Simpson Trial”  

8
th

 Discussion: Los Angeles Riot  

Week Sixteen  

Review for Exam 

Final Exam 

 

If you encountering any problems during the semester please feel free to let me know! 

 

 


