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Women and American History from 1877 to the present (HIST 106) 
El Camino College Spring 2017  

  
Course description: This course is a chronological survey of the history of the United States from 1877 to the 
present with special emphasis on the contributions of women to the evolving modern nation. The impact of 
social, political, economic and cultural forces on women's lives will also be examined. 
  
Instructor: John Baranski 
Email: jbaranski@elcamino.edu  
Office location and phone: SOCS #110 and 310-660-3593 ext.3583 
Office hours: M/W 2:30-4:30, T 5:00-6:00, and by appointment 
 
Required reading: 
Linda K. Kerber, Jane Sherron De Hart, Cornelia Hughes Dayton, Judy Tzu-Chun Wu, Women's America: 
Refocusing the Past, 8th Edition vol. 2  
bell hooks, Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center  (2011 or newer edition) 
E-reader with primary sources and short articles (to be emailed) 
 
Source text (not required but free): 
Joseph Locke and Ben Wright, eds., The American Yawp: Online, Collaboratively Built American History Textbook 
(http://www.americanyawp.com) 
 
Assignments and grade distribution: 
Participation   (15%)     75 
2 exams    (40%)   200 
1 research paper   (20%)   100 
5 quizzes/group projects  (25%)   125 
Total possible points     500 
 
The following percentages will determine your final grade:  
90-100% = A 
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 
0-59% = F  
Extra credit is not available. Plagiarism will be punished at the administrative level. No exceptions.  
 
Technology statement:  
There are no electronic devices or headphones/ear buds allowed in class. If you take out an electronic device or 
headphones/ear buds during class, 20 points will be subtracted from your participation grade for each offense. If 
you have concerns about this policy, please see me.  
 
Participation: 
The participation grade will be based on your informed, thoughtful comments during class discussion and your 
behavior in class. For success, do the reading and come to class ready to discuss the materials. If you leave class 
early, arrive late, or act and talk in a way that is disruptive, your participation grade will suffer. If you take out 
an electronic device or headphones/ear buds during class, 20 points will be subtracted from your participation 
grade for each offense.  
 
Exams:  
There are two exams. Both are in class. Before each exam, you will receive a study guide to help you prepare. 
The exams will include writing short identifications and an essay. You must use a blue book for the exam. Blue 
books are sold at the campus bookstore and in a vending machine in the library.  
 
Research project:  
Students will conduct historical research in the library using old magazines. We will discuss the assignment 
expectations, requirements, and grading rubric in class. 
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In class group projects: 
Student success is connected to active learning in class with other students. One way this will be facilitated is 
with group projects. To participate in group projects, it is important to think like a historian when doing and 
discussing assigned readings. Students will join small groups to discuss primary source materials. Your group 
projects will be based on a set of questions that will be due at the end of the group work. Group assignments 
might be given during any class, and you can’t make up missed group assignments.  
 
Reading quizzes: 
Reading quizzes will consist of a set of questions that will test your understanding of historical themes in the 
readings. You can’t make up missed reading quizzes.  
 
Primary source analysis:  
Throughout the course, primary sources will be assigned. These will be emailed to you. You are responsible for 
reading these materials and, when relevant, incorporating them into quizzes, group projects, the research project, 
and exams.  
 
Attendance, classroom etiquette and cheating:  
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class and, if needed, at the end of class. Students may be 
dropped from the course after 4 absences. Students are expected to treat each other and the professor 
respectfully. Disruptive behavior interrupts learning. Please contribute to a positive learning experience for 
yourself and the other students. Arrive on time, don’t leave during class, and be prepared to participate in class. 
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism occurs when you take credit for the original ideas 
and/or words of another person.  
 
Students with a disability:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability who would like to request an 
academic accommodation is responsible for talking with the instructor and the Special Resources Center. To 
make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center at 310-660-3295.  
 
Title IX Employee Reporting Obligations 
You should know that if you reveal gender-based or sexual harassment, sexual assault, stalking or intimate 
partner violence to any instructor, we are required by law to report the problem to the Office of Staff and 
Student Diversity. However, psychologists are not required to report to the Office of Staff and Student 
Diversity. You can call the Student Health Center at 310.660.3643 or visit its 
website: http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health. 
 
Student Resources:  
Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College resources to help you succeed 
include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and services for designated groups, such as 
veterans and students with disabilities. For a comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support 
Programs, visit: http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 
  
Student Success Act:  
New state regulations may affect your financial aid eligibility, registration priority, and ability to 
repeat classes. For more information, visit: 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf.  After completing 15 
units or prior to the end of the third semester, all students must declare a major and complete a 
comprehensive educational plan. Schedule an appointment to see a counselor for an up-to-date 
educational plan by visiting: https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp. 
 
Student Code of Conduct:  
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 
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Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530:  
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/college-complaint-process.asp 
 
Student Learning Outcome for History 106: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to develop and 
persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political 
and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in American women’s history from 1877 to the present and apply appropriate 
historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 
History 106 Course Objectives:  
1. Identify and employ historical methodology to examine the role of women in the United States since 1877.  
2. Evaluate how American women interacted with the forces of modernization at the turn of the twentieth century, including 
urbanizaiton, industrialization and immigration.  
3. Compare and contrast the impact of race, ethnicity and class on women's experience in the West, the South and the 
Northeast during the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, paying particular attention to European, African 
Americans, Native Americans, Asian, and Latino immigrants.  
4. Identify and assess the critical role of women in political and social reform movements, including progressivism, suffrage, 
the New Deal, the Civil Rights Movement, the Great Society, women's rights and gay rights.  
5. Critique the role of women in international relations from 1877 to the present.  
6. Discuss the ways in which the private, familial roles of women evolved in the 1920s and how women's public roles in the 
political, economic and social life of the nation shifted at the same time.  
7. Examine how women and families were impacted by the Great Depression and how they adapted to the trauma of the 
economic crisis.  
8. Assess the impact of World War I and World War II on women's lives on the homefront, and examine how women 
participated in each war effort.  
9. Trace and assess the evolving depiction of women in mass media from 1877 to the present.  
10. Evaluate the role of gender in the legal system since 1877, including Supreme Court cases such as Muller versus Oregon 
and Roe versus Wade.  
11. Examine the expanding participation of women in the workforce and unions from the late 1800s to the present.  
12. Discuss shifting ideas about women's sexuality and the roles of women in their private lives as daughters, mothers and 
wives since the 1950s.  
13. Evaluate the role of women in the conservative New Right movement since the 1970s and contrast it with the efforts of 
feminists at the same time.  
14. Evaluate the role of American women in global feminism in the twenty-first century, placing it within the wider 
historical context of globalism. 
 

Class Schedule 
Unit 1 

Week One  
 Introduction to course, study tips, the craft of history, and roots of women’s history 
Readings: Kerber, preface  
 
Week Two  

Women before 1900 
Readings: Kerber, 299-331 
 
Week Three 
 Reconstruction, Immigration and urbanization 

Westward expansion and imperialism 
Readings: Kerber, 332-50 
 
Week Four  

The labor question and liberalism 
Women industrial workers organize  

Readings: Kerber, 350-82, 393-404 
 
Week Five 
 Social policy in a progressive age and post-1900 radicalism 

The meaning of suffrage and citizenship and sexuality and gender roles 
Readings: Kerber, 405-457 
 
Week Six 

Women in the Great Depression: labor and citizenship 
Readings: Kerber, 480-530 



 4 

 
Week Seven 

Women and war and midterm review 
Readings: Kerber, 530-548 
 
Week Eight 

Women and war and midterm review 
 

Midterm 
Readings: review for midterm 
 
Week Nine (no classes) 
 Spring Break 
 
Week Ten 

Women in the Cold War 
The affluent society, the Other America and the civil rights movement 

Readings: Kerber, 550-610 
Research paper thesis/outline due Wednesday by midnight 

Week Eleven 
Family and sex in the postwar era 

Readings: Kerber, 615-669 
 
Week Twelve  

Women in the sixties 
Readings: Kerber, 705-730  
 
Week Thirteen 

Women in the sixties 
Readings: Kerber, 731-758 and hooks, prefaces and chapters 1-2 
Week Fourteen  

Women in the 1960s 
Readings: hooks, chapters 3-5 

Research paper due Monday May 15 by midnight 
Week Fifteen   
 Women in the 1970s and 1980s 
Readings: hooks, 7-9 
 
Week Sixteen  
 Women in the 1990s and the 21st century 
Readings: Kerber, 759-790 and hooks, 11-12 
 
Week Seventeen  
 Wrap up and review 

Final exam on last day of class 
 


