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S. Baxter   

CD 114 Observing and Assessing Children - Assignment Overview 
 

Note: The Course Map (tab on left of the Etudes Home page) will be your best friend! See this 

24 sec Tutorial introducing the Course Map - the power of a one stop center for sanity!     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-DPnDh3P-M&feature=youtu.be    I also recommend that 

students print a copy of the weekly Course Schedule to help students keep track of due dates. 

 

There are many great tutorials under the HELP tab on the top right of your Etudes screen. Explore 

and help yourself out! 

 

This overview will provide an overview of each assignment that each student will need to complete to 

maintain their grade of A which each student now has at the start of this class.  More detailed assignment 

guidelines are provided with each assignment.  

 

Marking Criterion: 

 

 clear evidence of process (process is more important than product) 

 active or authentic learning (evidence of organic learning or growth not just retrieval and 

processing of information) 

 instructions were clearly followed 

 authentic and creative work 

 

Authentic Learning:   

 

Authentic Learning can be described as an opportunity for the student to build a relationship to the 

information.  Your work is graded for its originality, your personal reflections of ideas, reflections and 

opinions and ownership of your own learning process.  It is important to engage in learning communities 

and build ideas but it is important to keep ownership of your own work and process.   

When I grade your work I am looking to see that you are the author of your work.  I will not give credit to 

rewriting other people’s work, copying pages from books or other students worksheets or submitting 

assignments that you or a student have prepared for another class.  Please be responsible for your own 

experience and manage you time so that you can benefit from the opportunity to expand your connection 

to what you are studying.   

 

Assignment Submission Guide: 

1. There is not late work accepted 

2. All assignments need to be uploaded on or before the due date 

3. There are very few exceptions for overdue work and need to be arranged with the Instructor 

beforehand. 

4. Any essay or submission in college has a format standard which includes:  typed, double-spaced 

on standard-sized paper (8.5 X 11 inches) with margins of 1 inch on all sides.  The font is usually 

New Roman Times, 12 point. The expectation is that each page holds about 250 words 

5. Use APA format for Works Cited. Please refer to APA guide located on the tab at the left for 

more details if you are not familiar with APA formatting 

6. All documents need to be submitted with doc or docx.  I cannot open wps, rft documents. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-DPnDh3P-M&feature=youtu.be
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7. Any upload of jpeg, png, gif and so on, needs to be formatted to the correct size (no bigger than 

800 pixels).  Please check photo properties before inserting pictures.  There is a resize photo tab 

to help those who are unsure how to reformate the size of your upload 

8.  

ASSIGNMENT APPORTIONMENT AND DUE DATES 

 

Individual Due Dates for Class Discussion & Articles are on class schedule. 

The pace of an Online Class requires all assignments are handed in by the Due Date. 

 

Assignment Points Due Date 

Scavenger Hunt 10 Thursday 2 - 16  by 11:45 pm 

Class Introduction & Attachment 

(25 pts for post + 5 for attachment) 

 

30 Saturday 2 - 19 by 11:45 pm 

Text Book Chapter Review 70 

(7 x 10) 

Wednesdays by 11:45 pm 

See Individual dates in Class Schedule or 

Course Map 

Exploration of Anger 

(100 pts Summary + 30 pts/Journal 

Solution) 

130 

 

Monday 3 -20 by 11:45 pm 

 

Articles 150 

(6 x 25) 

Wednesdays  by  11:45 pm 

See Individual dates in Class Schedule or 

Course Map 

Discussions  & Module Projects 220 

(11 x 20) 

  Sundays by 11:45 pm 

See Individual dates in Class Schedule or 

Course Map 

Observation Workbook 

 Answer Sheet Parts I 

111 Monday 4 - 17 by 11:45 pm 

Observation Workbook  

Answer Sheet part II 

199 Tuesday 5 - 30  by 11:45 

Module Completion  80 Fridays  by  11:45 pm 

See Individual dates in Class Schedule or 

Course Map 

Total Points 1000  

A =1000–900  B = 899 to 800 C = 799 to 700  D = 699 to 600   F = 599 to 0 

 

Assignment Summaries CD 114 

You will find detailed Assignment Guidelines for each assignment located under 2 tabs found on the 

menu bar on the left side of the Home Page: 

 

1. Assignments Tests and Surveys tab  

2. Discussion and Private Message tab 
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Assignments, Tests and Surveys                   Discussions and Private Message 

 

 

 

Assignment Summaries CD 104 

 

Scavenger Hunt (Go to “Assignments, Tests, and Surveys” for full instructions) 

This is the first assignment that needs to be completed to stay enrolled in the class.  Students who do not 

complete this assignment maybe dropped for the roster.  And will not be able to proceed with other parts 

of the course. It requires that students click on the Hunt and answer the questions that can be found in the 

course syllabus and schedule. Upon submission the student will receive his or her assignment results. 

 

Class Introductions: (go to Discussions and Private Messages tab).  

This is a 1 time assignment when students have the opportunity to introduce themselves to their fellow 

students.  The assignment also gets new online students to get use to online patterns, attach a document, 

and create and avatar. An Avatar is a picture that represents you in all your communications with the 

online community. You should have received and information sheet about how to create an avatar and 

how to post your introduction and add an attachment.  For full marks you will need to post your 

introduction and 2 responses to fellow students and attach a picture that is less than 800 pixels.  See the 

Illustrated Class introduction & Class Discussion Users Guide on the same page as the Class 

Introduction if you need support. 

Class Discussion & Module Projects (go to Discussions and Private Messages) 

 

 This course has 14 Class Discussions which are located under the Class Discussion Forum. Each class 

discussion is built around each part of the Articles and Modules. Some Class Discussion will be a follow 

up to the previous week.  These Class Discussion are labeled with an R 

 The discussion will address a topic relative to each stage of development.  Student’s post and response 

are due before the corresponding Sunday @ 11:45 p.m. Students who post their response or at least 1 

reply to a fellow student before Friday of each week will receive full grade for the Discussion 

contribution and should be posted after you have carefully read the corresponding module. Students who 

adopt this practice will benefit from the discussion and full credit. There is an Illustrated Class 

Introduction & Class Discussion Users Guide I have created to help out with the process and a 

grading rubric.  It was attached with your welcome Letter and is available as an attachment in both 

Introduction and Discussion assignment portal.   
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Article Reviews: (Go to “Assignments, Tests, and Surveys” for full instructions) 

There are a total of 6 articles that are required reading for this course. Each article is on line.  The link for 

each article is provided. When the student has completed reading the article there is a set of 5 questions 

that need to be answered inline.  Format, spelling and grammar count.  

 

Exploration of Anger (Go to “Assignments, Tests, and Surveys” for full instructions) 

There are 3 Parts to this assignment (all 3 parts need to be submitted – greater detail is provide with the 

assignment. 

Part 1) Each student is to keep a journal for 1 week (7 days) and record all the times that he or she get 

angry during the day/evening.  See guidelines for the type of questions to ask yourself when journaling. 

You can submit this as a journal as a scan, jpeg or retype it in a word doc.  I need to be able to read 

whatever you submit. I do not mean handwriting, I can read almost anything.  I mean the size of what you 

submit (too small or too big) 

Part 2) A 450 to 500 word summary will be written comparing the content of 2 preselected online articles 

on Anger with the student’s experience of his or her anger over the week. 

Part 3) Create a symbol (make it from scratch) that represents something that brings you peace and calm. 

Take a picture of what you made and upload it under Discussion Private Message Tab in the portal 

provided. This way the class can share their symbol with each other. 

 

 

Observational Workbook Part I & Part II (OWB): (Go to “Assignments, Tests, and Surveys” for full 

instructions) 

 

The Observation Workbook is a significant assignment. The workbook is divided into 2 parts.  Part I is 

submitted first. Part II is submitted closer to the end of term. 

The assignment is set up so that the Instructional Guidelines for Part I and Part II are contained within one 

booklet.  The answer sheets and grade sheets for Part I and Part II are separate from the Guidelines packet 

The student is required to work on each section of the workbook throughout the term on their own time.  

Many of the modules have information which will give you all the information you will need to complete 

each section correctly. This assignment is the heart of the class and worth 30% of your Final Grade. 

PLEASE NOTE: In Part II students are required to submit a running record observation of a child in a 

preschool program (family daycare, daycare etc.) 

 

This assignment is the heart of the course as it replaces testing for the content of each module and ensures 

students leave the course with a sound understanding of observational skills and its importance to 

working with children.  

In Part II you will be required to observe a preschool child in a preschool program or family child care for 

a minimum of 2 hours for this assignment.  An environmental checklist is also required.  The completion 

of the workbook is based on materials in the modules, your text book and observations.  

 

The Observation Workbook is designed so that you can save it to your desktop and type your answers 

directly in the workbook. No other format will be accepted. 

You will need to also add some attachments when you submit the final document. 

Please read the entire workbook package at the start of term and before you start the working on the 

Answer Sheets so I can help with any questions. 
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CD 114 Observing and Assessing Children- General Course Information 
Spring 2017 

 
Instructor:  Susan Baxter    
Contact Information: 

 Email: Online Students use the Private Message System in Etudes to contact Instructor 

 Instructor is available 6 days a week through Private Message Feature in the ETUDES System 

 Instructor is offline Fridays and all holidays. 

 (If Etudes is not operating sbaxter@elcamino.edu) 

 There are no formal online office hours 
 
 

Required Materials – Textbook 

 

The only textbook you will need for this course is below. Students can purchase the novel at any book 

store, on ECC campus or your local library.  Reserve copies are held at the college library and the 

Teacher Resource Room (ARTB 313) all other reading material for the class is a combination of on line 

articles and video talks. 

 

Jablon, J., Dombro, A. & Dichtelmiller, M.  (2007). The Power of Observation 2ed. Washington, DC: 

Teaching Strategies 

 

 
El Camino Distance Education Information 
 
The following link is the Distance Education Link for Online Students.  The contact information for the 
Distance Education support team is also located on this page. Please look at the Distant Education 
Student Handbook for questions and solutions for course management problems     
http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/index.asp 
 

 
 
This is a direct link to the student’s handbook: 
 http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/Spring2013Handbook.pdf 
 
 
Class Orientation & Securing Space in Class 

mailto:sbaxter@elcamino.edu
http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/index.asp
http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/Spring2013Handbook.pdf
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 There is NO on campus orientation. 

 I am not available on campus, I live in Colorado.  If you need more support than is available by 
email, I will direct you to resources in campus for help. Please ask! 

If a student wishes to remain in the class each student needs to complete the following 2 steps by the 

assigned dates: 

1. Complete the "Introduction" in the Discussion and Private Message section of the course  

2. Complete the course outline Scavenger Hunt assignment  

A student may be dropped and another student added in his/her place if the 2 steps are incomplete. 

Catalogue Description: In this course, students will examine guidance techniques as they apply to 

children from birth to age twelve in individual and group settings.  Students will analyze, through 

observation and research, common behavioral issues and the possible underlying influences on behavior 

in order to implement appropriate methods for guiding children.  The role of the teacher in promoting an 

environment which fosters appropriate behavior will be examined.  Students will be required to conduct 

observations in local school programs. 

Course Objectives:  

 

1. Compare and contrast the various stages of child development from birth to 

age twelve in physical, cognitive, and social-emotional development. 

2. Select and utilize the appropriate observation and documentation tools and 

strategies, such as anecdotal records, running accounts, time sampling, event 

sampling, and current trends in observation and assessment to identify patterns, 

trends and anomalies in individuals and groups of children and to establish 

appropriate expectations.  

3. Develop and embed activities related to assessment within play-based 

environments, curriculum, and care routines for typically and atypically developing 

children. 

4. Analyze the possible underlying source/s of challenging behavior. 

5. Examine and assess the effects of various social factors and sensitive topics such 

as child abuse, illness or death in the family, birth of a sibling, divorce, or exposure 

to violence, foster care, and special needs on the behavior of children. 

6. Demonstrate and apply knowledge of developmental domains when assessing and 

working with children with differences, delays, and disorders. 

7. Select and demonstrate effective individualized strategies that help children 

develop emotional and self-regulation. 

8. Illustrate the use of observation and assessment to implement curriculum and 

environmental changes in support of both group and individual needs. 

9. Design and implement environments which foster pro-social behavior and lead to 

positive experiences for children. 

10. Define cultural diversity and establish guidelines for culturally aware and culturally 

sensitive practices. 
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11. Analyze the characteristics of supportive relationships between children and adults 

as the foundation for pro-social behavior. 

12. Utilize a variety of research-based positive guidance techniques. 

13. Examine and analyze personal biases and values that may interfere with working 

with children. 

14. Use appropriate, effective communication techniques when working with families 

and articulate the value of involving them and other professionals in the 

observation and assessment process for all children. 

15. Research and select appropriate public and private agencies and community 

resources that serve the various needs of children and families. 

16. Use observation tools to identify patterns, trends, and anomalies in individuals and 

groups of children. 

17. Use observation tools to identify quality in play-based environments, curriculum, 

and care routines 

18. Demonstrate knowledge of the legal and ethical responsibilities, including 

confidentiality, related to assessment in early childhood settings. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

These are 2 Guide Learning goals the Childhood Education Department has established for this course. 

SLO #1 Assessment Tools: Utilize the California State Department of Education assessment tool 

(Desired Results) to evaluate all children’s developmental, cultural, and linguistic characteristics. 

SLO #2 Observation Methods: Demonstrate systematic observation methods to provide data to assess 

the impact of the environment, interactions and curriculum on all domains of children’s learning and 

development. 

SLO #3 Interpretation and implementation of assessments:  Identify the role of partnerships with 

families and other professionals in utilizing interpretations of observational data to inform teaching 

practices 

 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 

request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resource Center. 

 

Please Note:  
 

 Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this course 
are encouraged to contact the Special Resource Center at 310-660-3295 as soon as 
possible to better ensure such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 
As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

 

 I am constantly working to upgrade my course material so that all students can 

access the information in a variety of modalities in accordance with IDEA. I might 

have missed something or did not realize a part of a module is not in compliance.  If 

any student is having trouble accessing material or the resources you use to 
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interpret the work, you cannot read parts of a Modules or an Assignment 

Guidelines, please let me know as quickly as possible via Etudes email.  There are 

always solutions that we can find so that you may fully participate in the online 

class.  
 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

 

Spring 2017 Calendar 

Saturday Classes Begin Saturday, February 11, 2017 

Weekday Classes Begin Monday, February 13, 2017 

Add/Drop Period Begins* Monday, February 13, 2017 

Washington's Day Holiday (Campus Closed) Monday, February 20, 2017 

Last Day to Add (Full Semester Courses) Friday, February 24, 2017 

Last Day to Challenge Residency Status for Current Semester Friday, February 24, 2017 

Last Day to Drop/be Eligible for Enrollment Fee Refund* Friday, February 24, 2017 

Last Day to Drop Without Notation on Permanent Record* Friday, February 24, 2017 

Last Day to Apply for Spring Degrees and Certificates Friday, March 3, 2017 

Spring Recess (No Classes) 
Saturday-Friday, April 8-14, 

2017 

Mid-Term Classes Begin Saturday, April 15, 2017 

Last Day to Drop with a "W" Friday, May 12, 2017 

Commencement Friday, June 9, 2017 

Spring Semester Ends Friday, June 9, 2017 

Study and Preparation Time: 

College credit is given based on the formula of the Carnegie unit:  for every one hour spent in class, you 

are expected to spend two hours in preparation and study time outside of class.  This adds up to 6 hours 

per week for a 3-unit course.   

 

BUILDING A CLASS COMMUNITY & SKILLS FOR SUCCESS! 

 

In order to succeed in this course I invite you to: 

 

1. Have regular and reliable access to a computer.  Computer issues need to be 

resolved by the student and are not an excuse for missing assignment submissions. 

2. Be willing to read, read, and re-read the syllabus and all other posted materials. 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp
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3. Understand that the 8 Modules are considered the same as it would be to attend 

lectures on campus. It is expected that all 8 will be completed. Assignments are 

based on the content of Modules and the textbook chapter being studied in the 

corresponding week and are worth 80 points. 

4. Read ALL ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

5. Complete all 8 Modules 

6. Be a self-motivated learner and possess good time management skills. 

7. COMMUNICATE with me and with your classmates. Be willing to ask your instructor 

and classmate’s questions if you don’t understand something. There are chat rooms 

and email systems with in the class site to do this. I am also accessible by email 

sbaxter@elcamino.edu if you are having trouble using the ETUDES program 
 

Dropping this Class 

I am hoping that you all complete this class and have a wonderful, rewarding learning experience. 

However, if you decide to drop this class, it is your responsibility to notify the College. This must be done 

online through MyECC. If you stop participating, but do not formally withdraw from the class, you will 

receive a grade of F. Don’t let this happen. Be sure to drop the class online or in person. A list of the drop 

dates are provided in the calendar below.  

The instructor reserves the right to drop students who visit the online course site but does not complete 

assignments or participate in class discussions. 

Managing Your Time 

 

Online classes are open 24/7. Please review the due dates for the assignments/discussions/concept papers 

so that you can plan your time according. It is important that you keep up with your reading and your 

assignments so you don’t fall behind. Most assignment are not accepted after the due date to help spur 

you on to keep up with the fast pace of an online program.  If I notice you have not started an Assignment 

or not visited the class for 7 days I will email you to see how I can support you. 

 

**My Commitment to You** 

 

 To support each student’s opportunity to meet their learning potential. 

 Integrate course objectives into active learning experiences. 

 Become familiar with core concepts of child development. 

 Support student personal and academic goals. 

 Contribute to the opportunity for a positive experience at El Camino Community College. 

 

NOTE: 

You will be notified of all class changes and corrections through Ann 

  

mailto:sbaxter@elcamino.edu
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S. Baxter 

CD 114 –  Observing and Assessing Children - Class Schedule Spring 2017 

To remain enrolled in the course students need to complete the 2 tasks below: 

1. Scavenger Hunt 2 – 16  

2. Class Introduction & Attachment 2 - 19 

Please note:  only students who are considered as “late adds” are given an extension for these assignment 

until 2 – 23 with Instructor’s permission 

Week *Module Topics Assignments and Due Dates 

Week 1  

2 - 13 

Module 1 

Introduction to class 

General Review  -Child 

Development /Whole Child 

Review Module 1 

Due: 

Scavenger Hunt 2 - 16 

Class Introduction & Picture 2 - 19 

Week 2  

2 - 20 

20= 

holiday 

Module 1 

Temperament 

Goals for Behavior 

Review Module 1  

Due: 
Post Class Discussion #1 Sunday 2 – 26  by 11:45 pm (for full 

points 1
st
 post needs to be before Friday morning of each week) 

Week 3  

2 - 27 

Module 2 

 

Perceptions and Filters  

Special Needs – Motivation Break 

Through 

Review Module 2 

Due: 

Chapter Review 1 & 2   Wednesday 3 – 1 by 11:45 pm  

Module 1 closes  Friday 3 – 3 by 11:45 pm 
Post Class Discussion # 1 R   Sunday  3 - 5  by 11:45 pm 

Week 4  

3 - 6 

Module 2 

Cultural Diversity  

Bronfenbrenner 

Review Module  2 

Due: 
Chapter Review 3 & 4   Wednesday 3 – 8  by 11:45 pm 

Post Discussion # 2 by Sunday 3 – 12 by 11:45 pm  

Week 5  

3 - 13 

Module 3 

 

Ethical Considerations 

Desired Results 

Types of Observation & Assessment 

Piaget 

Review Module 3 

Due: 

Module 2 closes 3 - 17 by 11:45 pm 
Chapter Review 5 & 6  Wednesday 3 – 15  by 11:45 pm 

Post Class Discussion # 2 R Sunday  3 - 19  by 11:45 pm 

Week 6  

3 - 20 

Module 3 

 

Types of Observation &  

      Assessment 

Keeping Observation Records  

Parent/Family-Communication  

Review Module 3 

Due:  Anger Exploration  & Peace Symbol Monday 3 - 20  by 

11:45 pm 

Chapter Review  - 7    Wednesday 3 – 22 by 11:45 pm 

Post Class Discussion # 3 Sunday 3 – 26  by 11:45 pm ( no 3R) 

Week 7 

3 - 27 

Module 4 

 

Undesirable Behavior  

Behavior = Needs 

Maslow 

Review Module 4  

Due: 

Module 2 closes 3 - 17 by 11:45 pm 

Post Class Discussion #4   by Sunday  4 - 2 by 11:45 pm 

Week 8  

4 - 3 

Module 4 

Goals of Behavior 

Understanding Behavior  

Review Module 4 

Due: 
Article Review 1 Wednesday 4 – 5 by 11:45 pm   
(Spring break starts Saturday so & then OWB Part I is due so Discussion 4R is 

due 4 – 23) 

 

Spring Break Saturday April 8 thru Friday April  14 – Class Resumes Saturday April 15 
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Please Note: The Instructor is unavailable during the break 

Week 9  

4 -17 

Module 5 

 

Creating a Space for Desirable    

       Behavior 

Play  

Review Module 5 

Due: Observational Workbook Part I Monday 4 - 17 by 

11:45 

Module 4 closes 4 - 21 by 11:45 pm 
Post Class Discussion # 4R by Sunday 4 - 23 by 11:45 pm 

Week 10  

4 - 24 

Module 5 

Planning Pro Social Positive 

Communication ( NVC) 

Review Module 5 

Article Review 2 Wednesday 4 - 26 by 11:45 pm   

Discussion #5  4 - 30 by 11:45 pm  

Week 11 

5 - 1 

Module 6 

 

Misguided Behaviors and Mistaken 

Goals 

Rhythm and Routine 

 

Review Module 6  

Due: 
Article Review 3 Wednesday 5 - 3 by 11:45 pm   

Module 5 closes 5 – 5  by 11:45 pm 
Post Class Discussion # 5R by Sunday 5 - 7  by 11:45 pm 

Week 12  

5 - 8 

Module 6 

 

Role of Power 

The Role of the Adult/Teacher 

Review Module 6 

Due: 
Article Review 4 Wednesday 5 – 10 by 11:45 

Post Class Discussion #6 by Sunday 5 – 14  by 11:45 pm  

There will be no Class Discussion 6R 

 

Week 13  

5 - 15 

Module 7 

 

Relationship between Observation  

&Understanding Behavior 

Review Module 7 

Due: 
Article Review 5 Wednesday 5 – 17  by 11:45 pm 

Module 6 closes 5 - 19  by 11:45 pm 
No Class Discussion for week 13 

 

Week 14  

5 - 22 

Module 7 

Atypical Behavior and Support In 

Guiding Behavior 

Review Module 7 

Clear week to support work on OWB Part II 

 

Week 15 

5 – 29 

29=Holiday 

Module 8 

The Whole Picture 

A moment of self-observation 

Review Module 8  

Due: 

Observational Workbook Part II Tuesday 5 – 30 by 11:45 

pm 

Module 7 closes 6 –  2 by 11:45 pm 

Post Class Discussion #7   by 6 – 4  by 11:45 pm 

Week 16 

6 - 5 

Module 8 

 Wrap up and good-byes! Review Module 8  

Due: 
Article # 6 & Worksheet 6 – 7  by 11:45 pm 

Module 8 closes Wednesday 6 - 7  by 11:45 pm 
 

Last Day of Class 6 - 9 

Check your final grade by 6 - 10. Please let me know if there are any questions or concerns 

Instructor is offline until Summer Courses begin & Course closes 6 - 10 12:00pm (noon) 

Grades Submitted 6 - 11 any grade discrepancies will need to be address through a Change of 

Grade form in the summer semester 

 

 
 


