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El Camino College, Spring 2017, Section #2002 

American Studies 7American Studies 7American Studies 7American Studies 7    
Instructor: Dustin Black 

 
 El Camino College Mission statement: El Camino College makes a positive difference in people’s lives. We provide excellent comprehensive educational 
programs and services that promote student learning and success in collaboration with our diverse communities. Student Learning Outcomes: 1) In a written assignment, oral 
presentation or creative work, students will apply interdisciplinary methodologies to develop an original argument about American popular culture, and students will use those 
methods to prove the validity of their interpretation. 2) In class discussions and/or written assignments, students will recognize their own moral systems and use them to make 
ethical judgments about popular culture. 3) In an exam or written assignment, students will demonstrate an understanding of the diverse methodologies used to study and 
critique American popular culture. ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 
request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the 
instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 

  

Class Meeting Information 
Lecture Meeting Days: T & Th 
Lecture Times: 7:45 – 9:10 am 

Lecture Meeting Room: SOCS 204 
 

 

Instructor Contact Information 
Phone: (323) 523-5193 

Office Location: ARTB 320 
Office Hours: By appointment 

E-Mail: professordblack@yahoo.com 

 

Course Materials 
Title: Keywords for American Cultural Studies 
Authors: Bruce Burgett & Glenn Hendler   

Edition: 2nd (2014) 
ISBN: 9780814708019 

 
 
Title: Batman: The War Years 1939-1945 
Author: Roy Thomas 
Edition: Hardcover (2015) 
ISBN: 978-0785832836  

 
 

 

 
Title: Batman: Year One 

Authors: Frank Miller & David Mazzucchelli 
Edition: Paperback (Deluxe, 2007) 
ISBN: 978-1401207526 

 
 

 
 
 

 
* These required texts, as well as various 
supplemental materials, are available for free use at 
the campus library’s Reserve counter. *

 

Supplemental Materials: Two large unmarked Blue Books, two ink pens (black or blue), one 3-ring binder, current 
student ID, Library copy card (with a min. $3 credit), loose-leaf college-ruled note paper (avoid spiral-bound notebooks.) 
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Course Description: This interdisciplinary course examines how popular culture contributes to the search for meaning in everyday American life. Various forms of popular 
culture including music, film, television, advertising, sports, fashion, design, toys, magazines, comic books, and cyber culture will be analyzed. Students will assess how 
American popular culture reveals historical forces at work that influence our lives. Course Prerequisites: Eligibility for English 1A recommended. Course Objectives: 1. 
Define and apply culture theory to American popular culture in terms of what is distinctly American and popular culture. 2. Identify and distinguish between various forms of 
popular culture, such as high-brow, low-brow, and youth culture. 3. Identify innovations and trends that appear in the Gilded Age and analyze their role in reflecting and shaping 
contemporary concerns and expectations. 4. Assess several innovations in popular culture that appear at the turn of the 20th century and can be associated with the emergence of 
modernity in the United States. 5. Define major historical, political, social, and economic forces and interpret their influence on American popular culture from Prohibition 
through the end of the Great Depression. 6. Differentiate and recognize the merits and dangers of popular culture masked within media structures such as film, music, and comic 
books. 7. Follow the evolution of the American aesthetic and analyze how popular culture created an identity that was distinctly American. 8. Identify and examine social, 
economic, and political influences on American popular culture.  

 

Assessment Activities:  
The following activities will be used to assess mastery of student learning outcomes: 
A. Written / activity-based in-class assignments 
B. Written / activity-based homework assignments 
C. Quizzes 
D. Midterm / Final Exams  

  

Evaluation Criteria: To earn full credit on assignments, quizzes, and exams, students must demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of more than just the “names and dates” of cultural history. The Who and the When are important, but I also 
expect students to demonstrate a grasp of such details as Where (geography), How (relevant, detailed examples), and Why 
(as in “why is this significant?”). Submissions which are legible, clear, and well-written are more likely to earn full points.    
 
Late / Missed assignment policy: I do not accept late or “makeup” submissions, so please plan accordingly. 
Note: assignment submission deadline is the start of class on the due date – assignments that arrive after the last 
call will incur point deductions. Unless otherwise noted, email submissions will not be accepted. 

 
Grading Scale: Based on a semester total of 100 points, the following grading scale will apply to this course: 
 
          Points Earned    =    Grade Earned 
          90-100                      A 
          79-89             B 
          68-78             C 
          57-67             D 
           0-56             F 
 

Attendance Requirements: Students whose absences from class exceed 10% of the scheduled class meeting time may 
be dropped by the instructor for “non-participation”. This includes absences, tardies, long breaks, and leaving early.  

 

Note: 2 tardies = 1 absence 
 

Students may miss up to 10% of the scheduled class meeting time without being dropped. I recommend banking your 10% 
for use in emergency situations. You needn’t bring a note if you miss class, simply tend to the matter at hand, and contact a 
classmate to find out what you missed while you were absent.        

 
Student Conduct: 
1) Some class discussion topics may be controversial; I expect all opinions to be expressed respectfully, i.e. raise your hand 
if you have something to say, be concise, stay on topic, use appropriate language, and don’t interrupt others. 
2) Unless otherwise indicated, phone use is not permitted in class - kindly keep yours on silent and out of sight.   
3) You may take notes with a laptop or tablet. Kindly mute it & stay offline. I may revoke this privilege at my discretion.    
4) Unless I announce otherwise, there is no eating in class. Bottled water, and covered coffee or tea are OK. Bring napkins.      
5) Recording of lectures in any format is not permitted without my explicit consent.    
6) The class seating arrangement is made with student success in mind, and may change at my discretion. 
 

Small details that make a big difference: 
1) Put your name and course info (course name, days/times, section number) on all submitted work.  
2) Include your full name and course info in the ‘subject’ field of any text, email or vm you send me.  
3) Submit written work as a typed, proof-read, stapled hard copy. Follow instructions carefully.  
4) Bring all course materials (textbook, handouts, notes, study guides, etc.) to every class meeting. 
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Course Course Course Course Reading ScheduleReading ScheduleReading ScheduleReading Schedule    
I recommend following this schedule to break the semester’s reading into manageable chunks. Be prepared to discuss each 

reading assignment on the day it’s indicated. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Wk 01 2/14 Course Introduction 
 2/16 Overarching Themes and Theoretical / Methodological Foundations 
    
Wk 02 2/21 Themes & Foundations Continued (Keyword: America), 
  2/23 American Arts – Gilded Age Revolutionaries: Jacob Riis, Homework #1 Due  
     
Wk 03 2/28  Gilded Age Revolutionaries: James Whistler (Keyword: Culture) 

 3/2  Making a Mess: Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art, & 1980s Graffiti Culture 
   
Wk 04 3/7 From the Plantation to the Juke Joint: Delta Blues 
 3/9 An American Original: New Orleans Jazz  (Keyword: Race) 
 
Wk 05 3/14 Transatlantic Synthesis: The Birth of Chicago House Music 
 3/16 Something to Dance About: Musical Theater in the 1940s, 50s, & 60s  (Keyword: Performance) 
   
Wk 06 3/21  Under the Influence: Feature-Length Films of the 1970s 
 3/23 American Media - Page One: The New York Times  (Keyword: Media) 
 
Wk 07 3/28 Redefining the News: Participatory Journalism & the Web  (Keyword: Copyright) 
 3/30 Empire of the Air: The Rise & Fall of Radio  
 
Wk 08 4/4 Middle Ground Between Light & Shadow: Television & the Cold War (Keyword: Capitalism) 
 4/6 Midterm Exam 

 

  Spring Break 

 
Wk 09 4/17 American Design – Truth Against the World: Wright’s Organic Architecture 
 4/20 With Eyes Turned Upward: Skyscrapers & the Great Depression  (Keyword: Economy) 
 
Wk 10 4/25 Looking Sharp: Mid-Century Modern and a Fashion Colossus  (Keyword: Fashion) 
 4/27 Going the Distance: America’s First Road Trip 
 
Wk 11 5/2 Fast-Forward: An Automotive Future  (Keyword: Technology) 
 5/4 American Recreation – Elysian Fields: America’s National Pastime  
 
Wk 12 5/9 Unforgiveable Blackness: Race, Power & 20th-Century Prizefighting 

 5/11 Controlled Chaos: The Theme Parks of Coney Island  (Keyword: Youth) 
  
Wk 13 5/16 Fair Play? Toys, Animation, and a Word on Gender  (Keyword: Gender) 
 5/18 From the Golden Age to the Silver Screen: Redefining Comic Book Heroes 
 
Wk 14 5/23 American Dreams – A Loving Story: Marriage & the Color Line  (Keyword: Marriage) 

 5/25 What’s Eating You? The History, Science, & Politics of the American Menu, Homework #2 Due 
  
Wk 15 5/30 Keeping the Lights On: Perspectives on Work & Community  (Keyword: Community) 
 6/1 Moving On Up: Notions & Measures of Progress  
 
Wk 16 6/6 Coda: The View From Abroad  (Keyword: Globalization) 
 6/8 Final Exam  

 

This schedule is tentative and subject to revision - changes will be announced in advance whenever possible. 

In-class assignments, quizzes, and off-campus activities TBA. 


