
HONORS CLASS: INTRO TO PHILOSOPHY/PHIL. 101 
PROFESSOR RANDY FIRESTONE:  2017 

 
 3 units; 3 hours lecture; Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A;  Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

Professor’s email: Randyfirestone@verizon.net 

Professor’s Office: SOCS 114   Phone: 310-660-3593x3762 

Professor’s Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 12:45-1:45pm; Tuesday and 

Wednesday 9:00-9:30am; Tuesday: 3:30-5:30pm 

Required Text: The World of Philosophy, by Steven Cahn 

 

This course examines the main areas of philosophy, which include ethics, epistemology, and 

metaphysics. Students will explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul and God, 

and what constitutes a fulfilling life.  

Course Objectives:  
1. Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy: ethics, epistemology and 

metaphysics.  

2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs about the physical world (the realm of 

science) and knowledge and beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical things such as God, 

Heaven and Hell, and souls.  

3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that are beyond traditional societal 

paradigms, such as minority, feminist and Taoist perspectives.  

4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics.  

5. Explain the difference between duty ethics and consequentialism, and illustrate this difference 

by applying the theories to an ethical problem.  

6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and explain their relationship to 

contemporary moral issues.  

7. Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling life, such as the roles of money and 

happiness.  

8. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability, utilizing 

standard philosophical measures.  

9. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems, such as the problem of free will versus 

determinism; the existence of God; the ultimate nature of reality; and the nature and existence of 

consciousness.  

10. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and knowledge.  

11. Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and limits of 

knowledge.  

12. Analyze different systems of government, focusing especially on their justifications and their 

assumptions about human nature.  

13. Compare the contrast the ideals of equality and security with individualism and liberty.  

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations 

for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student 

with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 

identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make 

arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Randyfirestone@verizon.net


Student Learning Outcomes:  
1. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the basic epistemological terminology and issues, 

such as the source and basis of our beliefs, empiricism v. rationalism, and the problem of induction.  

2. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the metaphysical concepts and arguments regarding 

such issues as free will v. determinism, the mind-body problem, and whether God exists.  

3. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of some of the basic issues and topics related to 

morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, moral objectivism vs. moral relativism, various ethical 

theories, and/or a basic understanding of how those theories can be applied to contemporary moral issues. 

Grading:    
     1

st
 Exam:                                                                                   25% 

     2
nd

 Exam:                                                                                  25% 

     Final Exam:                       25% 

     3 Writings (each worth 5%)                                                   15% 

     Attendance, Participation, Homework & Presentation:      10%                                      

                          Total:                                                                  100% 

 

Homework: You are to turn in a one page summary for each assigned reading. Late homework will 

not be accepted unless you missed that class. Homework is part of your grade, and sometimes will be the 

difference between getting a higher or a lower grade. 

 

Exams: Please bring a Scantron form 882ES to each exam with a #2 pencil and a pen. The professor 

has discretion of whether to allow you to take a make-up exam. If you miss an exam, contact me 

immediately to schedule a make-up exam. You usually will be penalized 2/3 of a grade. For example, an 

“A” would be reduced to a “B+”.  

 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR HONORS CLASS: Similar to the regular Intro 

class, there are three exams. However, in the regular Intro class, no papers are required. 

This class, though, also requires three short papers to be done.  

 

Attendance & Participation: Attendance and participation count. Like the homework, it is part 

of your grade.  Unless the professor makes an exception for you, if you miss more than 6 classes, you will 

either be dropped with a “W” in the class, or if it is too late to drop you, then you may receive no credit 

for participation, which will drop you one full grade. If you miss several classes in a row without 

contacting the professor, you may be dropped from the class. 

 

Tardiness: Please be on time. Tardiness will be counted against you, as will leaving early. If you are 

late, please see me after class to receive credit—or else you will not receive credit.  
 

Class Presentation: Near the end of the semester, you will make a class presentation where you 

will inform the class what you have learned and how you have changed. Don’t worry. You’ll have a good 

time. This is a celebration of our journey, and we will clap for each other. 

 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp        

          

This class should be meaningful, stimulating, exciting and fun, and I look forward to 

sharing the experience with you. 

 



HONORS CLASS: 

READINGS & HOMEWORK FOR PHIL. 101: INTRO TO PHILOSOPHY  

Professor Randy Firestone: Spring 2017  

Book: The World of Philosophy, by Steven Cahn 

                                                      

   DATE                  SUBJECT                             PHILOSOPHERS        PAGES   
Feb 13 Introduction   

Feb 15 Western Virtue Ethics        Socrates & Plato 12-32 

Feb 20 President’s Day: No Classes   

Feb 22 Western Duty Ethics Kant 252-259 

Feb 27  Western Utilitarian Ethics Mill 259-265 

Mar 1 Existentialist Ethics: Responsibility 

Assign 1
st
 Writing Assignment 

Sartre  

 

292-299;  

 

Mar 6    Applied Ethics: Overpop. & Pollution Regan 388-393 

Mar 8  Eastern Naturalistic Ethics: Taoism Lao-Tzu: Billington 202-204; Handout 

1st Writing Due 

Mar 13 Eastern Virtue Ethics: Confucius Rosemont  305-310  

Mar 15     TEST #1 TEST #1  

Mar 20  Justice: Racism & Disobedience Martin Luther King Jr. 322-333 

Mar 22 Justice: Discrim. vs. Women Frye 486-495 

Mar 27 Justice: Communism & Capitalism Marx     437-440 

Mar 29 Proper Role of Government  

Assign 2
nd

 Writing Assignment 

Mill  430-437 

Apr 3 Epist: Are any beliefs certain? Descartes 58-61; 88-93  

Apr 5 Epist: Moral Objectivism v. Relativism  

 

Midgley 240-244; 

2
nd

 Writing Due 

A10, 12 SPRING BREAK   

Apr 17 Epist: Questioning Truth & Objectivity Nietzsche 273-282 

Apr 19 Problem of Induction; Cause & Effect Hume 69-76 

Apr 24 TEST #2 TEST #2  

Apr 26 Eastern Metaphys & Ethics: Hinduism Kupperman; Johnson 116-122; 172-175 

May 1 Eastern Metaphys & Ethics: Buddhism Buddha: Kasulis; 

Gowans; Rahula 

122-127; 299-305; 

532-537 

May 3 Metaphysics/Religion:Does God Exist? 

Assign 3
rd

 Writing Assignment 

Anselm & Gaunilo; 

Aquinas; Rowe 

150-157 

May 8 Metaphys: Teleological Arg. for God Nagel  158-163 

May 10 Metaphysics/Religion:  

The Problem of Evil 

Swinburne 163-172:  

3
rd

 Writing Due 

May 15 Metaphysics: Free Will v. Determinism  Cahn; (Mock Trial) 138-146 

May 22  Is there a Self? Mind-Body Problem Ryle;Churchland; Nagel 93-110 

Apr 24 Meaning of Life; Value of Philosophy Camus; Russell 282-292; 9-12 

May 29 Memorial Day: No Class   

May 31 FINAL EXAM   

June 5 Class Presentations   

June 7 Class Presentations   
 


